Come Follow Me Lesson 40
3 Nephi 20-26 Oct 12-18
3 Nephi 20
Jesus provides bread and wine miraculously and again administers the sacrament unto them—The
remnant of Jacob shall come to the knowledge of the Lord their God and shall inherit the Americas—
Jesus is the prophet like unto Moses, and the Nephites are children of the prophets—Others of the
Lord’s people shall be gathered to Jerusalem. [A.D. 34]
1 AND it came to pass that he commanded the multitude that they should acease to bpray, and also his
disciples. And he commanded them that they should not cease to pray in their hearts.
2 And he commanded them that they should arise and stand up upon their feet. And they arose up and
stood upon their feet.
3 And it came to pass that he abrake bbread again and blessed it, and gave to the disciples to eat.
4 And when they had eaten he commanded them that they should break bread, and give unto the
multitude.
5 And when they had given unto the multitude he also gave them wine to drink, and commanded them
that they should give unto the multitude.
6 Now, there had been no abread, neither wine, brought by the disciples, neither by the multitude;
7 But he truly agave unto them bread to eat, and also wine to drink. (This is a sacrament meeting.)
8 And he said unto them: He that eateth this bread eateth of amy body to his soul; and he that drinketh of
this wine drinketh of my blood to his soul; and his soul shall never hunger nor thirst, but shall be filled.
9 Now, when the multitude had all eaten and drunk, behold, they were filled with the Spirit; and they did
cry out with one voice, and gave glory to Jesus, whom they both saw and heard. (Dallin H. Oaks: “To
those brothers and sisters who may have allowed themselves to become lax in this vital renewal of the
covenants of the sacrament, I plead in words of the First Presidency that you ‘come back and feast at the
table of the Lord, and taste again the sweet and satisfying fruits of fellowship with the saints’ (‘An
Invitation to Come Back,’ Church News, 22 Dec. 1985, 3). Let us qualify ourselves for our Savior’s
promise that by partaking of the sacrament we will ‘be filled’ (3 Nephi 20:8; see also 3 Nephi 18:9),
which means that we will be ‘filled with the Spirit’ (3 Nephi 20:9). That Spirit—the Holy Ghost—is our
comforter, our direction finder, our communicator, our interpreter, our witness, and our purifier—our
infallible guide and sanctifier for our mortal journey toward eternal life. “Any who may have thought it
a small thing to partake of the sacrament should remember the Lord’s declaration that the foundation of
a great work is laid by small things, for ‘out of small things proceedeth that which is great’ (D&C
64:33). Out of the seemingly small act of consciously and reverently renewing our baptismal covenants
comes a renewal of the blessings of baptism by water and by the Spirit, that we may always have His
Spirit to be with us. In this way all of us will be guided, and in this way all of us can be cleansed” (in
Conference Report, Oct. 1996, 82; or Ensign, Nov. 1996, 61).)
10 And it came to pass that when they had all given glory unto Jesus, he said unto them: Behold now I
finish the commandment which the Father hath commanded me concerning this people, who are a
remnant of the house of Israel.
11 Ye remember that I spake unto you, and said that when the awords of bIsaiah should be fulfilled—
behold they are written, ye have them before you, therefore search them— (“The book of Isaiah was the
only book of the ancient prophets the resurrected Savior specifically commanded the Nephites to search.
The Savior said, ‘Ye remember that I spake unto you, and said that when the words of Isaiah should be
fulfilled - behold they are written, ye have them before you, therefore search them…’ (3 Ne. 20:11.)
Further, He declared, ‘And now, behold, I say unto you, that ye ought to search these things. Yea, a
commandment I give unto you that ye search these things diligently; for great are the words of Isaiah.’
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(3 Ne. 23:1.) “Monte S. Nyman, in his book, Great Are the Words of Isaiah, wrote: ‘That the
commandment was to be extended to the latter days, and especially to the readers of the Book of
Mormon, is shown by the Savior’s charge to the Nephites to record His words so that they could go forth
unto the Gentiles: Therefore, give heed to my words; write the things which I have told you; and
according to the time and the will of the Father they shall go forth unto the Gentiles. (3 Ne. 23:4.)’”
(Church News, 06/30/90) Hugh Nibley: “’Great are the words of Isaiah!’ We have been commanded to
search them, study them, ponder them, take them to heart, and understand that the calamities and the
blessings therein are meant for our own generation. May the words of this great prophet prepare us for
these calamities and blessings.” (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 237))
12 And verily, verily, I say unto you, that when they shall be fulfilled then is the fulfilling of the
a
covenant which the Father hath made unto his people, O house of Israel.
13 And then shall the aremnants, which shall be bscattered abroad upon the face of the earth, be
c
gathered in from the east and from the west, and from the south and from the north; and they shall be
brought to the dknowledge of the Lord their God, (the gathering is to the Lord Jesus Christ.) who hath
redeemed them. (This is a broad statement describing Israelites in general who have been scattered
throughout the world. They shall come from the north, south, east and west. How is it that they shall be
gathered? By coming to the knowledge of the Lord their God, who hath redeemed them. The gathering
of Israel is first spiritual (to Christ, his gospel, and his true Church) and second temporal (to the lands of
their inheritance, to the wards and stakes where the Saints congregate). Salvation is not in a place, but in
a person, the person of Christ. As the gathering is accelerated (particularly in the Millennium), we would
expect to find many scriptural records coming forth. And this is what the holy word affirms. To those of
the last days who bristle and spurn at the Book of Mormon, the Savior said: “Wherefore, because that ye
have a Bible ye need not to suppose that it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I have
not caused more to be written. For I command all men, both in the east and in the west, and in the north,
and in the south, and in the islands of the sea, that they shall write the words which I speak unto them;
for out of the books which shall be written I will judge the world, every man according to their works,
according to that which is written. Elder Neal A. Maxwell has taught: “One of the unique features of the
ever-expanding body of fundamental spiritual knowledge about man’s identity and purpose…Lost books
are among the treasures yet to come forth…Thus, just as there will be many more Church members,
families, wards, stakes, and temples, later on, there will also be many more nourishing and inspiring
scriptures. However, we must first feast worthily upon that which we already have!” CR, Oct 1986, p.
69-70)
14 And the Father hath acommanded me that I should give unto you this bland, for your inheritance.
15 And I say unto you, that if the Gentiles do not arepent after the bblessing which they shall receive,
after they have scattered my people— (Elder John Morgan: “If there is one point more clearly evidenced
than another in all sacred history, it is that there shall come certain times and seasons in the history of
this earth that shall be looked upon as the culmination of the events of the providences of our
Father…we read the sayings of the Prophets and His own words in relation to the great events that
should transpire in the latter days, that should so dwarf into insignificance the events of former days that
the memory of them should almost fade from the mind of man. ‘As it was in the days of Noah, so shall
it be also in the days of the Son of Man,’ when He shall return to earth in power and glory and with
authority to reign. The Latter-day Saints believe that there should be a day of preparation for this great
event; and while the world but little comprehends this important fact or the connection that the Latterday Saints have with it, yet to the Latter-day Saints it is a living reality. The day of the coming of these
events is not far distant, and we are living in one of the most momentous ages of the world--an age
prophesied of in the past as one in which the work of the Lord should be cut short in righteousness,
wherein all things should transpire very rapidly, so much so that the peoples of the earth would be
unprepared for them…One event has trod on the heels of another so closely that it has seemed almost
impossible to keep them in memory; yet let any one take the history of these events and compare them
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with the words as recorded in the Bible, the Book of Mormon and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
as well as the words of the living oracles, and there has been no event of any importance but has been
clearly foretold.” (Collected Discourses, Vol.3, John Morgan, August 13th, 1893))
16 Then shall ye, who are a aremnant of the house of Jacob, (There are some who believe that this
prophecy refers solely to the Lamanites. Consider the words of President Joseph Fielding Smith: When
the Lord is speaking of his covenants, he is not confining them to the descendants of Lehi, but applies
them to all of the house of Israel… Are we justified in applying this merely to the Lamanites and saying
that they are to go forth as a young lion pouring out vengeance upon the gentiles? Also does the phrase,
“Ye who are a remnant of the house of Jacob,” in verse 16, have reference just to the Lamanites? The
verses which follow indicate that it has reference to the remnants of Israel, which had been scattered in
all lands. To apply it to the Lamanites in face of the entire theme of this discourse, in my judgment,
narrows it too greatly. Then again, this prophecy was also given to Micah and has reference to “many
people,” not merely to the gentiles on this land. Doctrines of Salvation, 2:249-250) go forth among
them; and ye shall be in the midst of them who shall be many; and ye shall be among them as a lion
among the beasts of the forest, and as a young blion among the flocks of sheep, who, if he goeth through
both ctreadeth down and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. (Bruce R. McConkie: “Except for a few
who are the humble followers of Christ, the Gentiles will not repent. They will revel in their
abominations and sin against the restored gospel, and they will be burned by the brightness of our Lord's
coming while the righteous -- here called the remnant of Jacob -- shall abide the day. And then, in the
prophetic imagery, it will be as though the remnant of Israel overthrew their enemies as a young lion
among the flocks of sheep.” (The Millennial Messiah, p. 248))
17 Thy hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off. (The
context of this unusual phenomenon appears to be millennial. When, at what point in time, will all the
enemies of Israel be cut off or destroyed? Surely it shall be when the Savior returns to reign as the
Second David, the King of Israel. DCBM, 4:139. Mark E. Petersen: “... in these, the last days, the Lord
has predicted that there shall be two simultaneous movements. One of these movements is the great
tribulation that shall come upon the world. The wicked will destroy the wicked. The other great
movement which will be going forward simultaneously is that there shall be a stone cut out of the
mountain without hands, and it shall roll forth and eventually fill the whole earth. The Church to which
you and I belong is that stone. It has been cut out of the mountain without hands, and your destiny and
mine is to help roll it forth. (D&C 65:2.) Now do you suppose for one moment that the judgments of
God are going to interfere with the progress of his work? He is consistent, isn't he? Although he will
pour out his tribulations upon the wicked, he nevertheless will carry forward his work, and his people,
under divine protection, will roll forth that stone until eventually it fills the whole earth. And so says the
Book of Mormon: “For the time soon cometh that the fulness of the wrath of God shall be poured out
upon all the children of men; for he will not suffer that the wicked shall destroy the righteous.
Wherefore, he will preserve the righteous by his power, even if it so be that the fulness of his wrath must
come, and the righteous be preserved, even unto the destruction of their enemies by fire. Wherefore, the
righteous need not fear; for thus saith the prophet, they shall be saved, even if it so be as by fire. (1
Nephi 22:16-17.) I believe that. In the midst of all these tribulations God will send fire from heaven, if
necessary, to destroy our enemies while we carry forward our work and push that stone until it fills the
whole earth! Your destiny is to do that very thing, and this is the kind of protection you will have. You
do not need to fear about world conditions. You do not need to fear about anybody. Just serve the Lord
and keep his commandments and build the kingdom, and as you do so you will be protected in these last
days. God will have his hand over you, and you can plan your lives in confidence. (Conference Report,
October 1960, pp. 81-83. as taken from D. Ludlow’s A Companion to Your Study of the Book of
Mormon, p.122-3))
18 And I will agather my people together as a man gathereth his sheaves into the floor. (Bruce R.
McConkie: “But let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter and recite the crowning reason for
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gathering to Zion or to her stakes. It is to receive the blessings found in the temples of the Lord. There
and there only are the saints endowed with power from on high after the ancient pattern. There and there
only can they enter into the same eternal covenants that Jehovah made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
that through celestial marriage they might have a continuation of the seeds forever and ever.” (A New
Witness for the Articles of Faith, p. 574) Without question, the greater work of gathering is ahead.
Though multi-millions shall yet embrace the religion of Jesus Christ, the religion of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob – all before the end of the world or destruction of the wicked – the gathering of Israel during the
thousand years of peace will be of a magnitude that is difficult for us in our present state to conceive.
DCBM, 4:139)
19 For I will make my apeople with whom the Father hath covenanted, yea, I will make thy bhorn iron,
and I will make thy hoofs brass. And thou shalt cbeat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their
gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth. And behold, I am he who doeth
it.
20 And it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that the asword of my justice shall hang over them at that
day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the
Gentiles.
21 And it shall come to pass that I will establish my apeople, O house of Israel.
22 And behold, this apeople will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the bcovenant which I made
with your father Jacob; and it shall be a cNew Jerusalem. And the dpowers of heaven shall be in the
midst of this people; yea, even eI will be in the midst of you. (And it shall be called the New Jerusalem,
a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God; And the glory of
the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not
come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man
that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be
gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war
one with another. And it shall be said among the wicked: Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the
inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand. …For when the Lord shall appear he shall
be terrible unto them, that fear may seize upon them, and they shall stand afar off and tremble. And all
nations shall be afraid because of the terror of the Lord, and the power of his might. (DC 45:66-75). The
New Jerusalem is a center place, a center city which shall be built up and established as the headquarters of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Its location will be Independence, Jackson
County, Missouri. “We believe… that Zion (The New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American
continent” (Articles of Faith 1:10). “Zion, the New Jerusalem, on American soil! And we hasten to add,
so also shall there be Zions in all lands and New Jerusalems in the mountains of the Lord in all the earth.
But the American Zion shall be the capital city, the source whence the law shall go forth to govern all
the earth. It shall be the city of the Great King. His throne shall be there, and from there he shall reign
gloriously over all the earth. Bruce R. McConkie, Millennial Messiah, p. 301-2, DCBM, 4:140)
23 Behold, I am he of whom Moses spake, saying: aA prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you
of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it
shall come to pass that every soul who will not hear that prophet shall be cut off from among the people.
(This prophecy is found in each of the standard works.)
24 Verily I say unto you, yea, and aall the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as
have spoken, have testified of me. (Jesus here chooses to quote from the Apostle Peter’s words in Acts
3:22-24 or perhaps he is referring to another text (more complete than that found in our present Old
Testament), possibly contained on the brass plates. DCBM, 4:140-41)
25 And behold, ye are the achildren of the prophets; and ye are of the house of Israel; and ye are of the
b
covenant which the Father made with your fathers, saying unto Abraham: And cin thy seed shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed. (The gospel covenant, the new and everlasting covenant, has been in
existence from the days of Adam. Its rights and privileges and responsibilities continued from Adam
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through the ante-diluvian patriarchs – Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah,
Lamech, and Noah. From Noah the blessings of the gospel continued – albeit through periods of
apostasy and restoration – through ten generations until the days of Abraham. God renewed the
covenant, the gospel covenant, with Abraham. Because Abraham was a restorer; because he was a
dispensation head; because more scriptural information regarding the terms and conditions of the
covenant are given in God’s dealings with Abraham than elsewhere in holy writ; and because Abraham
received the covenant and lived worthy of its consummate privileges, even exaltation and godhood –
because of these things we have come to call the covenant which God makes with his people the
Abrahamic covenant. In that covenant God promises Abraham four things: (1) the gospel; (2) the
priesthood and its ministry; (3) eternal life and the continuation of the family unit; and (4) a land
inheritance. DCBM, 4:143)
26 The Father having raised me up unto you first, and sent me to abless you in bturning away every one
of you from his iniquities; and this because ye are the children of the covenant— (When father and
mother are sealed, it secures their posterity. (Boyd K. Packer: “We emphasize that the greatest work you
will do will be within the walls of your home….It is not uncommon for responsible parents to lose one
of their children, for a time, to influences over which they have no control. They agonize over rebellious
sons or daughters. They are puzzled over why they are so helpless when they have tried so hard to do
what they should. It is my conviction that those wicked influences one day will be overruled. ‘The
Prophet Joseph Smith declared—and he never taught a more comforting doctrine—that the eternal
sealings of faithful parents and the divine promises made to them for valiant service in the Cause of
Truth, would save not only themselves, but likewise their posterity. Though some of the sheep may
wander, the eye of the Shepherd is upon them, and sooner or later they will feel the tentacles of Divine
Providence reaching out after them and drawing them back to the fold. Either in this life or the life to
come, they will return. They will have to pay their debt to justice; they will suffer for their sins; and may
tread a thorny path; but if it leads them at last, like the penitent Prodigal, to a loving and forgiving
father’s heart and home, the painful experience will not have been in vain. Pray for your careless and
disobedient children; hold on to them with your faith. Hope on, trust on, till you see the salvation of
God.’ (Orson F. Whitney, Conference Report, April 1929, p. 110)…When parents keep the covenants
they have made at the altar of the temple, their children will be forever bound to them. President
Brigham Young said [Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 208]: ‘Let the father and mother, who are
members of this Church and Kingdom, take a righteous course, and strive with all their might never to
do a wrong, but to do good all their lives; if they have one child or one hundred children go, they are
bound up to their parents by an everlasting tie, and no power of earth or hell can separate them from
their parents in eternity; they will return again to the fountain from whence they sprang.’” (Ensign, May
1992, p. 68 as taken from Latter-day Commentary on the Book of Mormon compiled by K. Douglas
Bassett, p. 189))
27 And after that ye were blessed then fulfilleth the Father the covenant which he made with Abraham,
saying: aIn thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed—unto the pouring out of the Holy
Ghost through me upon the Gentiles, which bblessing upon the cGentiles shall make them mighty above
all, unto the dscattering of my people, O house of Israel.
28 And they shall be a ascourge unto the people of this land. Nevertheless, when they shall have
received the fulness of my gospel, then if they shall harden their hearts against me I will return their
b
iniquities upon their own heads, saith the Father. (This appears to be a specific reference to the
scattering of the Lamanites, the Lord’s covenant people, at the hands of the American settlers. Nephi
wrote: 7 And it meaneth that the time cometh that after all the house of Israel have been scattered and
confounded, that the Lord God will raise up a mighty nation among the Gentiles, yea, even upon the
face of this land; and by them shall our seed be scattered. 8 And after our seed is scattered the Lord God
will proceed to do a marvelous work among the Gentiles, which shall be of great worth unto our seed;
wherefore, it is likened unto their being nourished by the Gentiles and being carried in their arms and
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upon their shoulders. 9 And it shall also be of worth unto the Gentiles; and not only unto the Gentiles
but unto all the house of Israel, unto the making known of the covenants of the Father of heaven unto
Abraham, saying: In thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 1 Nephi 22:7-9)
29 And I will aremember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with
them that I would bgather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the
c
land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land
unto them forever, saith the Father.
30 And it shall come to pass that the time cometh, when the fulness of my gospel shall be preached unto
them;
31 And they shall abelieve in me, that I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and shall pray unto the Father
in my name. (Joseph Fielding Smith: “Not many of the Jews, I take it from my reading of the scriptures,
will believe in Christ before he comes. The Book of Mormon tells us that they shall begin to believe in
him (2 Ne 30:7-18, etc.). They are now beginning to believe in him. The Jews today look upon Christ as
a great Rabbi. They have accepted him as one of their great teachers; they have said that, ‘He is Jew of
Jew, the greatest Rabbi of them all,’ as one has stated it. When the gospel was restored in 1830, if a Jew
had mentioned the name of Christ in one of the synagogues, he would have been rebuked. Had a rabbi
referred to him, the congregation would have arisen and left the building. And so, we see the sentiment
has changed. Now I state this on Jewish authority that they are beginning to believe in Christ, and some
of them are accepting the gospel. But in the main they will gather to Jerusalem in their unbelief; the
gospel will be preached to them; some of them will believe. Not all of the Gentiles have believed when
the gospel has been proclaimed to them, but the great body of the Jews who are there assembled will not
receive Christ as their Redeemer until he comes himself and makes himself manifest unto them.”
(Doctrines of Salvation 3:9). These verses pertain to the ultimate gathering of the Jews, who are also the
Lord’s covenant people, a gathering which shall not take place on a grand scale until the Savior’s second
coming. “When the Savior visits Jerusalem,” President Brigham Young observed, “and the Jews look
upon him, and see the wounds in his hands and in his side and in his feet, they will then know that they
have persecuted and put to death the true Messiah, and then they will acknowledge him, but not till then.
They have confounded his first and second coming, expecting his first coming to be as a mighty prince
instead of as a servant. They will go back by and by to Jerusalem and own their Lord and Master.” JD,
11:279. “The Jews will begin to believe in Christ before he comes the second time. Some of them will
accept the gospel and forsake the traditions of their fathers; a few will find in Jesus the fulfillment of
their ancient Messianic hopes; but their nation as a whole, their people as the distinct body that they now
are in all nations, the Jews as a unit shall not, at that time, accept the word of truth. But a beginning will
be made; a foundation will be laid; and then Christ will come and usher in the millennial year of his
redeemed.” Bruce R. McConkie, Millennial Messiah, p. 228-29. As to the gathering of the Jews to the
land of Israel since the end of the nineteenth century, Elder McConkie has written: “Judah will gather to
old Jerusalem in due course; of this there is no doubt. But this gathering will consist of accepting Christ,
joining the Church, and receiving anew the Abrahamic covenant as it is administered in holy places. The
present assembling of people of Jewish ancestry into the Palestinian nation of Israel is not the scriptural
gathering of Israel or of Judah. It may be prelude thereto, and some of the people so assembled may in
due course be gathered into the true church and kingdom of God on earth, and they may then assist in
building the temple that is destined to grace Jerusalem’s soil. But a political gathering is not a spiritual
gathering and the Lord’s kingdom is not of this world.” New Witness, p. 520-21, Millennial Messiah, p.
229, DCBM, 4:144)
32 Then shall their awatchmen lift up their voice, and with the voice together shall they sing; for they
shall see eye to eye.
33 Then will the Father gather them together again, and give unto them aJerusalem for the bland of their
inheritance.
34 Then shall they break forth into joy—aSing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem; for the Father
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hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.
35 The Father hath made bare his holy arm (To make bare the arm is a metaphorical expression denoting
preparation for active work, especially for war. The beauty of the figure is seen, not only in the fact that
the arm is an appropriate emblem of power, but also in the additional fact that the Oriental costume
permits the arm to be bared in an instant. Jowett says: “The loose sleeve of the Arab shirt, as well as of
the outer garment, leaves the arm so completely free, that in an instant the left hand, passing up from the
right arm, makes it bare; and this is done when a person, a soldier, for example, about to strike with his
sword, intends to give the arm full play. James M. Freeman, Manners and Customs of the Bible, 274) in
the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of the Father; and the
Father and I are one.
36 And then shall be brought to pass that which is written: aAwake, awake again, and put on thy
strength, (Jehovah here had reference to those whom God should call in the last days, who should hold
the power of priesthood to bring again Zion, and the redemption of Israel [that is, the First Presidency of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints]; and to put on her strength is to put on the authority of
the priesthood, which she, Zion, has a right to by lineage; also to return to that power which she had lost.
DCBM, 4:145) O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city, for henceforth there
shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. (“Spiritually speaking, Israel has worn
rags and eaten dust long enough. Now is the time for her to come forth and assume the dignity and
power that were once hers. In a revealed commentary on this passage given through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, the Lord affirmed that Isaiah had reference to those of the last days who would be called to hold
the priesthood, establish Zion, and bring about the redemption of Israel. ‘To put on her strength,’ Joseph
was told, meant that Israel would again be clothed in the ‘authority of the priesthood’ which she had a
‘right to by lineage.’ The loosing herself from the bands of her neck would be the breaking of the ‘curses
of God upon her’ in her scattered and apostate condition as she returned to the Lord from whence she
had fallen. (D&C 113:7-10.) It was a paraphrase of these verses that Moroni chose as a conclusion to the
Book of Mormon. Speaking to scattered Israel of the last days, Moroni said, ‘Awake, and arise from the
dust, O Jerusalem; yea, and put on thy beautiful garments, O daughter of Zion; and strengthen thy stakes
and enlarge thy borders for ever, that thou mayest no more be confounded, that the covenants of the
Eternal Father which he hath made unto thee, O house of Israel, may be fulfilled’ (Moroni 10:31).”
(Joseph Fielding McConkie, Gospel Symbolism, pp. 141-2))
37 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, (This is a quote from Isaiah. Get up from the ground and
sit on your throne. The mourner is exhorted to arise from the dust and take a higher position; not to sit
down again in the dust. The language seems to embrace the idea of a throne, a high seat. James M.
Freeman, Manners and Customs of the Bible, 273-274) O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands of thy
neck, O captive daughter of Zion.
38 For thus saith the Lord: Ye have sold yourselves for naught, and ye shall be redeemed without
money.
39 Verily, verily, I say unto you, that my people shall know my name; yea, in that day they shall know
that I am he that doth speak.
40 And then shall they say: aHow beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings unto them, that bpublisheth peace; (Mark E. Petersen: “Have you ever asked yourselves who
these people are, who preach the gospel of peace and whose feet are so beautiful upon the mountains?
Abinadi, in the Book of Mormon, gives us the explanation. These people are the prophets of God - they
who preach the gospel of the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ.” [Quoting Mosiah 15:13-18] So
spoke Abinadi. The prophets, then are the servants of Jesus Christ and have been from the beginning of
time. . . .We honor them. We shall follow them, and through them we shall work out our salvation here
on earth in the Lord’s own way.” (LDS Church News, Deseret News, Mar 30, 1996) Jeffrey R. Holland:
“These familiar passages, written first by Isaiah but spoken of and inspired by Jehovah himself, are often
applied to anyone—especially missionaries—who bring the good tidings of the gospel and publish peace
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to the souls of men. There is nothing inappropriate about such an application, but it is important to
realize—as the prophet Abinadi did—that in its purest form and original sense, this psalm of
appreciation applies specifically to Christ. It is he and only he who ultimately brings the good tidings of
salvation. Only through him is true, lasting peace published. To Zion, in both the old and new
Jerusalems, it is Christ who declares, ‘Thy God reigneth!’ It is his feet upon the mountain of redemption
that are beautiful.” (Christ And The New Covenant, p. 286 – 287)) that bringeth good tidings unto them
of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion: Thy God reigneth!
41 And then shall a cry go forth: aDepart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch not that which is
b
unclean; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye cclean that bear the vessels of the Lord. (John H. Groberg:
While the power of the priesthood is unlimited, our individual power in the priesthood is limited by our
degree of righteousness or purity. Ensign, May 2001, 43. Gordon B. Hinckley: “Be clean. Be clean in
your thoughts. It is not easy in the environment in which you live. But if you work at it, you can do it.
You can shut out those influences which destroy your soul, your spirituality, and can destroy your very
life. The sleaze, the filth, the terrible pornography that is sweeping over the earth like a flood--stay away
from it. Do not rent videos of a sleazy, filthy nature and sit around and look at them. They will destroy
you. Do not go to shows which will tear down your principles. Do not read literature which will destroy
your high ideals. You are a son or daughter of God, and He expects marvelous things of you.” (Eugene
Oregon Regional Conference, September 15, 1996 as taken from Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley,
“Virtue”))
42 For ye shall anot go out with bhaste nor go by flight; for the Lord will go before you, and the God of
Israel shall be your rearward.
43 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently; he shall be exalted and extolled and be very high.
44 As many were astonished at thee—his visage was so marred, more than any man, and his form more
than the sons of men— (Bruce R. McConkie: “In these words we see a triumphant millennial Christ -one whose visage was marred and whose form was mangled when he dwelt among men -- we see him in
glory and dominion, in whose presence kings remain silent and before whom their mouths are shut. We
see his cleansing blood sprinkle all nations, with devout men everywhere turning to the saving truths
that they have not before heard and to the words of truth that they have not theretofore considered.” (The
Mortal Messiah, p. 344))
45 So shall he asprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him, for that which had not
been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they bconsider.
46 Verily, verily, I say unto you, all these things shall surely come, even as the Father hath commanded
me. Then shall this covenant which the Father hath covenanted with his people be fulfilled; and then
shall aJerusalem be inhabited again with my people, and it shall be the land of their inheritance.
3 Nephi 21
Israel shall be gathered when the Book of Mormon comes forth—The Gentiles shall be established as a
free people in America—They shall be saved if they believe and obey; otherwise they shall be cut off and
destroyed—Israel shall build the New Jerusalem, and the lost tribes shall return. [A.D. 34]
(Verses one through seven is one run-on sentence.)
1 AND verily I say unto you, I give unto you a asign, that ye may know the btime when these things shall
be about to take place—that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel,
and shall establish again among them my Zion;
2 And behold, this is the thing which I will give unto you for a sign—for verily I say unto you that
a
when these things (The Book of Mormon) which I declare unto you, and which I shall declare unto you
hereafter of myself, and by the power of the Holy Ghost which shall be given unto you of the Father,
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shall be made known unto the Gentiles that they may know concerning this people who are a remnant of
the house of Jacob, and concerning this my people who shall be scattered by them;
3 Verily, verily, I say unto you, when these things shall be made aknown unto them of the Father, and
shall come forth of the Father, bfrom them unto you; (Through the instrumentality of Joseph Smith , the
Gentiles of the last days, those of Israelite descent who live in the nations of the Gentiles, shall learn of
the lives and labors and ministries of the Nephite and Jaredite civilizations. Then the Gentiles (Ephraim
among a gentile nation), the Latter-day Saints, shall take the Book of Mormon and the message of the
Restoration to the natural branches of Israel, the Lamanites and the Jews. DCBM, 4:147.)
4 For it is wisdom in the Father that they should be established in this land, and be set up as a afree
people by the power of the Father, (America was born of God. She came to be because of divine
intervention of the Almighty. DCBM, 4:147) that these things might come forth from them unto a
remnant of your seed, that the bcovenant of the Father may be fulfilled which he hath covenanted with
his people, O house of Israel; (Mark E. Petersen: “The hand of oppression had to be removed from
America. The people who lived here must be set up as a free people. IT WAS DONE BY AN ACT OF
THE FATHER. But a human agent was required as in all other things. Washington was an agent of
heaven in bringing about His work. He realized it and knew that God was fighting his battles for him. So
in humility and gratitude he thanked heaven repeatedly for it. Why was America set up as a free nation?
In the words of the Savior, ‘that these things [meaning the Gospel as recorded in the Book of Mormon]
might come forth from them [the Gentiles in America who set up the nation] unto a remnant of your
seed [the descendants of Lehi] that the covenant of the Father may be fulfilled which he hath covenanted
with his people, O house of Israel.’ Thus we see Washington in his true perspective. As a man of God he
was raised up to be the agent through whom the battles of freedom would be fought, and whom God
would assist in obtaining the victory.” (The Way to Peace, pp. 30-31) Brigham Young: “There is not
another nation under heaven but this, in whose midst the Book of Mormon could have been brought
forth. The Lord has been operating for centuries to prepare the way for the coming forth of the contents
of that Book from the bowels of the earth…It was the Lord who directed the discovery of this land to the
nations of the old world, and its settlement, and the war for independence, and the final victory of the
colonies, and the unprecedented prosperity of the American nation, up to the calling of Joseph the
Prophet. The Lord has dictated and directed the whole of this, for the bringing forth, and establishing of
his Kingdom in the last days.” (Journal of Discourses, 11:17 as taken from Latter-day Commentary on
the Book of Mormon compiled by K. Douglas Bassett, p. 444-5))
5 Therefore, when these works and the works which shall be wrought among you hereafter shall come
forth afrom the Gentiles, unto your bseed which shall dwindle in unbelief because of iniquity;
6 For thus it behooveth the Father that it should come forth from the aGentiles, that he may show forth
his power unto the Gentiles, for this cause that the Gentiles, if they will not harden their hearts, that they
may repent and come unto me and be baptized in my name and know of the true points of my doctrine,
that they may be bnumbered among my people, O house of Israel;
7 And when these things come to pass that thy aseed shall begin to know these things—it shall be a sign
unto them, that they may know that the work of the Father hath already commenced unto the fulfilling of
the covenant (The message of these seven verses is simple but direct and vital. The coming forth of the
Book of Mormon signals the beginning of the Father’s work – the work of the gathering of Israel – in
the last days. In this sense the Book of Mormon is itself one of the signs of the times. The Savior here
teaches that when the time comes that the Book of Mormon is brought to the remnants of Israel, such as
the Lamanites, then they, the Lamanites, will know that the prophesied gathering is already under way.
DCBM, 4:147. We have printed now over 100 million copies of the Book of Mormon.) which he hath
made unto the people who are of the house of Israel.
8 And when that day shall come, it shall come to pass that kings shall shut their mouths; for that which
had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they aconsider. (Bruce R.
McConkie: “…the great and mighty shall be so amazed at the Lord's latter-day work that they shall not
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know what to say and shall feel impelled to consider the wondrous work which rolls before their eyes.
So far there has been a small amount of this; what the future holds is limitless.” (The Mortal Messiah,
book 4, p. 352) The work of the Restoration is in reality great and marvelous. It is, to those who take the
time to view it properly and ponder its significance, breathtaking. The great ones of the earth shall yet
rise up and acknowledge Joseph Smith and Mormonism as a preeminent blessing to the world. A
number of prominent persons over the years have made such acknowledgments. Josiah Quincy, a man
who became the mayor of Boston, visited Joseph Smith in Nauvoo. He later wrote: “It is by no means
improbable that some future textbook, for the use of generations yet unborn, will contain a question
something like this: What historical American of the nineteenth century has exerted the most powerful
influence upon the destinies of his countrymen? And it is by no means impossible that the answer to that
interrogatory may be thus written: Joseph Smith the Mormon Prophet. And the reply, absurd as it
doubtless seems to most men now living, may be an obvious commonplace to their descendants.”
Figures of the Past, p. 376-77. It is reported that Count Leo Tolstoy, in speaking of the Mormons said:
“Their principles teach the people not only of heaven and its attendant glories, but how to live so that
their social and economic relations with each other are placed on a sound basis. If the people follow the
teachings of this church, nothing can stop their progress – it will be limitless. There have been great
movements started in the past but they have died or been modified before they reached maturity. If
Mormonism is able to endure, unmodified, until it reaches the third and fourth generation, it is destined
to become the greatest power the world has ever known.” Improvement Era, Feb 1939, p. 94, DCBM,
4:148-49.)
9 For in that day, for my sake shall the Father awork a work, which shall be a great and a bmarvelous
c
work among them; and there shall be among them those who will not believe it, although a man shall
declare it unto them. (Ezra Taft Benson: “Seven centuries before the birth of Christ, Isaiah foresaw and
foretold the restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ in these latter days. He declared it would be a
‘marvelous work and a wonder’ to all mankind (Isa. 29:14 Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a
a
marvellous bwork among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the cwisdom of their
wise men shall dperish, and the eunderstanding of their fprudent men shall be hid.). When Jesus appeared
to the Nephites in America, He confirmed the prophecy of Isaiah in these words: For my sake shall the
Father work a work, which shall be a great and a marvelous work’ among the people of the land of
America in the last days (3 Ne. 21:9). April 6, 1830, in the state of New York, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints had its beginning in this dispensation, a beginning that went largely
unnoticed by the world. A small number of men and women, including the Prophet Joseph Smith,
gathered in the home of Peter Whitmer, Sr., to witness and participate in the official organization of the
Church. Today there are over 4 1/2 million members in eighty-one countries (Over 13 million in 2009).
We now look in retrospect on 150 years of the history of the Church and are led to exclaim with Isaiah,
‘Truly the work is marvelous and wonderful!’ That the Church of Jesus Christ would have an
inconspicuous beginning and then enjoy phenomenal growth was likewise predicted. Jesus used the
comparison of the small mustard seed to describe the early beginning of His church. But eventually, He
declared, that insignificant seed would become a great tree and many would find refuge in its branches
(see Matt. 13:31-32 31 ¶ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like
to a agrain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is the least of all
seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the abirds of the
air come and lodge in the branches thereof.). The prophet Daniel described the beginning and
remarkable growth of the Church as a small stone which would become a great mountain and fill the
entire earth! (see Dan. 2:34-35, 44: 34 Thou sawest till that a astone was cut out bwithout hands, which
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of
the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no aplace was found for them: and the
b
stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 44 And in the adays of
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these bkings shall the God of heaven cset up a dkingdom, which shall never be edestroyed: and the
f
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall gbreak in pieces and hconsume all these ikingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever.). As men have attempted to assess the Church at a given period of time, in
many instances they have not been able to see its forward movement and potential. The growth of the
Church, like the growth of grass or trees, has been almost imperceptible to the eye, but little by little,
line by line, precept by precept, the Church has matured. Simultaneous with the early development of
the Church was a spirit of opposition and persecution. Wherever the tiny ‘mustard seed’ was planted,
attempts were made to frustrate its growth. But notwithstanding all the efforts to destroy the work—even
the murder of the Prophet Joseph Smith and his brother—the Church prospered and grew. There were
those who thought the Church would fail with the deaths of the martyrs Joseph and Hyrum, but they did
not perceive, as Daniel foretold, that this latter-day kingdom should ‘never be destroyed’ (Dan. 2:44).
Just before the Prophet’s death, Brigham Young said, ‘The kingdom is organized; and, although as yet
no bigger than a grain of mustard seed, the little plant is in a flourishing condition’ (History of the
Church, 6:354).” (Conference Report, May 1980 Ensign, “A Marvelous Work and a Wonder”))
10 But behold, the life of my servant shall be in my hand; (The Lord maintained a special watchcare
over his great latter-day seer, Joseph Smith. The prayers of the ancients were in his behalf. 3 And thy
a
people shall never be turned against thee by the testimony of traitors. 4 And although their influence
shall cast thee into trouble, and into bars and walls, thou shalt be had in ahonor; and but for a small
b
moment and thy voice shall be more terrible in the midst of thine enemies than the fierce clion, because
of thy righteousness; and thy God shall stand by thee forever and ever. 9 Therefore, ahold on thy way,
and the priesthood shall bremain with thee; for their cbounds are set, they cannot pass. Thy ddays are
known, and thy years shall not be numbered less; therefore, efear not what man can do, for God shall be
with you forever and ever. (D&C 122) therefore they shall not hurt him, although he shall be amarred
(The lost 116 manuscript pages, and his life was taken.) because of them. Yet I will heal him, for I will
show unto them that bmy wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil. (Neal A. Maxwell: “Because
living prophets are so precious a presence on the human scene, adversarial efforts to diminish and to mar
them-past and present-should not be surprising. These men are thus called upon to endure efforts to
“mar” them. The word mar, as used in certain scriptures, suggests to ‘spoil to a certain extent or to
render less attractive,’ as if one were to mar furniture by scratching its surface but not harming its
substance. Isaiah speaks of the Lord’s servant whose ‘visage’ (or appearance) is marred (Isaiah 52:14).
The resurrected Jesus speaks of a ‘great and marvelous work’ which will not be believed by many,
‘although a man shall declare it unto them.’ This latter-day servant who was to bring Christ’s word forth
‘shall be marred. . . . Yet . . . I will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the
devil.’ (3 Nephi 21:9–10.) The Doctrine and Covenants (10:43) uses those same last words (about the
wisdom of the Lord proving greater than the cunning of the devil) in reference to Joseph Smith and the
coming forth of the Book of Mormon. Joseph Smith, Sr., gave a father’s blessing to the Prophet Joseph
on 9 December 1834. In part of that blessing Father Smith quoted from ancient Joseph, who wondered
how his latter-day posterity would receive the word of God. Then ancient Joseph’s eyes beheld Joseph
Smith, Jr., to be raised up in the last days. Ancient Joseph’s soul was satisfied and he wept. Ancient
Joseph was quoted by Father Smith as saying that the choice seer to arise ‘shall meditate great wisdom,
[and his] intelligence shall circumscribe and comprehend the deep things of God, . . . though the wicked
mar him for a little season.’ Church members should not be surprised, therefore, if enemies seek to
‘mar’ prophets and the Presidents of the Church, or the Church itself, by seeming to render it, or us as
members, less attractive and influential, thus causing some to turn away from or to discount the Lord’s
work and His servants. One of the early Twelve, Elder Orson Hyde, observed that the ‘shafts’ intended
for the Church ‘are always aimed at the head first.’ …If we as members are likewise ‘marred’ while
doing the Lord’s work, it will prove to be yet another dimension of sharing the fellowship of Christ’s
sufferings (see Philippians 3:10).” (If Thou Endure It Well, pp. 71-72))
11 Therefore it shall come to pass that whosoever will not believe in my words, who am Jesus Christ,
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which the Father shall cause ahim to bring forth unto the bGentiles, and shall give unto him power that
he shall bring them forth unto the Gentiles, (it shall be done even as Moses said) they shall be ccut off
from among my people who are of the covenant. (Ezra Taft Benson: “The Lord revealed to the Prophet
Nephi that he established the gentiles on this land to be a free people forever, that if they were a
righteous nation and overcame the wickedness and secret abominations which would arise in their midst,
they would inherit the land forever. (1 Nephi 14:1-2.)…But on the other hand, if the gentiles on this land
reject the word of God and conspire to overthrow liberty and the Constitution, then their doom is fixed,
and they ‘. . . shall be cut off from among my people who are of the covenant.’” (Conference Report,
Oct. 1961, p. 70))
12 And my people who are a remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles, yea, in the midst of them as
a alion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep, who, if he go through
both treadeth down and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver.
13 Their hand shall be lifted up upon their aadversaries, and all their enemies shall be cut off.
14 Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles except they arepent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the
Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy bchariots;
15 And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy astrongholds;
16 And I will cut off awitchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers;
17 Thy agraven images I will also cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee, and thou
shalt no more worship the works of thy hands;
18 And I will pluck up thy agroves out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities.
19 And it shall come to pass that all alyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strifes, and priestcrafts,
and whoredoms, shall be done away.
20 For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that aday whosoever will not repent and come unto
my Beloved Son, them will I bcut off from among my people, O house of Israel;
21 And I will execute avengeance and bfury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not
heard.
22 But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and aharden not their hearts, I will bestablish my
church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be cnumbered among this the remnant
of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their dinheritance; (Much confusion ensues among some
Latter-day Saints because of a narrow reading of certain passages in the Book of Mormon. The phrase
“remnant of Jacob” is not confined wholly to the descendants of Lehi, nor should we limit the Lord or
the prophetic word to that interpretation. The remnant of Jacob refers to all the house of Israel. DCBM,
4:151)
23 And they shall assist my apeople, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as
shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the bNew Jerusalem. (Joseph Fielding
Smith: I think this is the stumbling block. This has been interpreted to mean that the remnant of Jacob
are those of the descendants of Lehi, but there is nothing in the passage as I read it which should convey
this thought. Remember that all through the Lord has been speaking of the remnant of Jacob or Israel,
and of the great promises made to the gentiles who are on this land and in all other lands, if they will
only come into the Church and be numbered with the house of Israel. Their privileges would be to assist
in building the New Jerusalem, and if they refuse, then shall the punishments come upon them. I take it
we, the members of the Church, most of us of the tribe of Ephraim, are of the remnant of Jacob. We
know it to be the fact that the Lord called upon the descendants of Ephraim to commence this work in
the earth in these last days. We know further that he has said that he set Ephraim, according to the
promises of his birthright, at the head. Ephraim receives the richer blessings, these blessings being those
of presidency or direction. The keys are with Ephraim. It is Ephraim who is to be endowed with power
to bless and give to the other tribes, including the Lamanites, their blessings. All the other tribes of
Jacob, including the Lamanites, are to be crowned with glory in Zion by the hands of Ephraim. Now do
the scriptures teach that Ephraim, after doing all of this is to abdicate, or relinquish his place, and give it
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to the Lamanites and then receive orders from this branch of the remnant of Jacob in the building of the
New Jerusalem? This certainly is inconsistent with the whole plan and with all that the Lord has
revealed in the Doctrine and Covenants in relation to the establishment of Zion and the building of the
New Jerusalem. That the remnant of Joseph, found among the descendants of Lehi, will have part in
this great work is certainly consistent, and the great work of this restoration, the building of the temple
and the City of Zion, or New Jerusalem, will fall to the lot of the descendants of Joseph, but it is
Ephraim who will stand at the head and direct the work. Doctrines of Salvation, 2:250-51. James E.
Talmage: “The Book of Mormon foretells the establishment of Zion on the western continent; but the
precise location was not revealed until after the restoration of the Priesthood in the present dispensation.
In 1831 the Lord commanded the elders of His Church in this wise: ‘Go ye forth into the western
countries, call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto
me. And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance
which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a
city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God; And the glory of the Lord shall be
there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and
it shall be called Zion.’ (DC 45:64-67) Later revelations directed the elders of the Church to assemble in
western Missouri (D&C 52:2), and designated that place as the land appointed and consecrated for the
gathering of the saints: ‘Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion.’ The
town of Independence was named as ‘the center place,’ and the site for the Temple was designated, the
saints being counseled to purchase land there, ‘that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance.’
(D&C 57:1-5) On August 3, 1831, the temple-site thus named was dedicated by the prophet, Joseph
Smith, and his associates in the Priesthood. The region round about was also dedicated that it might be a
gathering place for the people of God. Such, then, is the belief of the Latter-day Saints; such are the
teachings of the Church. But the plan of building up Zion has not yet been consummated. The saints
were not permitted to enter into immediate possession of the land, which was promised them as an
everlasting inheritance. Even as years elapsed between the time of the Lord's promise to Israel of old
that Canaan should be their inheritance, and the time of their entering into possession thereof -- -years
devoted to the people's toilsome and sorrowful preparation for the fulfilment -- so in these latter days the
divine purpose is held in abeyance, while the people are being sanctified for the great gift and for the
responsibilities associated with it. In the meantime the honest in heart are gathering to the valleys of the
Rocky Mountains; and here, in the tops of the mountains, exalted above the hills, Temples have been
erected, and all nations are flowing unto this region. But Zion shall yet be established on the chosen site;
she ‘shall not be moved out of her place,’ and the pure in heart shall return ‘with songs of everlasting
joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.’ (D&C 101:17,18) … Zion is to be chastened, but only for a
little season, (D&C 100:13) then will come the time of her redemption. That time will be appointed of
God, yet it is to be determined according to the faithfulness of the people. Wickedness causes the Lord
to tarry; for, saith He: ‘Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in
me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion.’ (D&C 105:9) And again:
‘Zion shall be redeemed in mine own due time.’ (D&C 136:18) But the Lord's time in giving blessings is
dependent upon the prospective recipients. As long ago as 1834 came the word of the Lord unto the
Church: ‘Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning
the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now.’ (D&C 105:1-2)” (A Study of
the Articles of Faith, pp. 352-4) Spencer W. Kimball: “[Speaking to the Lamanites] You must blossom
as the rose upon the mountain. You must flourish, and you must become a great people so that you can
go back to Jackson County with us and we with you, and we will build there the magnificent temple
which Orson Pratt said will be the most beautiful building that ever was built or that ever will be built. It
will be the culmination of everything that is beautiful and wonderful, and within its walls [will be] the
sealing power. And the Indians are going to assist with the temple. That is why these Indian people who
have accepted the gospel must remain true no matter what comes. They must remain true and faithful.
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They must go to the temple and get their endowments and their sealings. They must be leaders in their
communities, because not too far away there is going to be a great migration to Jackson County,
Missouri, and there we are going to build the great temple. …And that is only part of it. We will then go
forward with you Indian people by the thousands and the tens of thousands to work night and day in the
holy temple of God to see that your ancestors—all those that died from Christ up to now, all those who
were killed at the hill Cumorah, all those who were killed in between for hundreds and hundreds of
years—all have the work done for them so they may receive the exaltation and eternal life of man. What
works you have to do, you good folks! You must never falter. You must continue on growing to your
total stature and bringing your people with you, because the Lord’s promises never fail.” (Book of
Mormon Student Manual, 1981, p. 426-7))
24 And then shall athey assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the
face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. (Bruce R. McConkie: The revealed word relative to the
gathering to Independence and its environs will come through the prophet of God on earth… That call
will not be for the saints in general to assemble there. The return to Jackson County will be by delegates,
as it were. Those whose services are needed there will assemble as appointed. The rest of Israel will
remain in the appointed places. The Millennial Messiah, 294)
25 And then shall the apower of heaven come down among them; and bI also will be in the midst.
(Millennial reign.)
26 And then shall the work of the Father commence at that day, even awhen this gospel shall be
preached among the remnant of bthis people. Verily I say unto you, at that day shall the work of the
Father commence among all the dispersed of my people, (We are currently in a gathering phase, but the
gathering that will take place during the Millennium, according to Joseph Fielding Smith, will occur
within one generation. It will be exceedingly fast and massive throughout the world. The tribe of Joseph
has been gathering since 1830. We have been gathering the gatherers.) yea, even the tribes which have
been clost, which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem. (“This is a millennial setting. It is a setting
in which wickedness and crime and vengeance are no longer on earth… Yes, the work of the Father
shall commence in the great millennial day, in the sense that its magnitude shall be infinitely greater
than anything we can even identify with today. All that has gone on in the past will seem to pale into
insignificance when missionary work goes forward during the thousand years (compare 2 Nephi 30:715). Jehovah spake through Jeremiah: ‘Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more be
said, The Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord
liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he
had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers.' And then the
Master described the manner in which missionaries would search out the people: ‘Behold, I will send for
many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they
shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.’ (Jeremiah
16:14-16.)” (McConkie, Millet, and Top, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, vol. 4, p.
153) Bruce R. McConkie: But, says one, are the [the lost tribes of Israel] not in a body somewhere in the
land of the north? Answer: They are not; they are scattered in all nations. The north countries of their
habitation are all the countries north of their Palestinian home, north of Assyria from whence they
escaped… Query: What happened to the Ten Tribes after the visit of the Savior to them? Answer: The
same thing that happened to the Nephites. There was righteousness for a season, and then there was
apostasy and wickedness… In this day when the head of the Church can communicate with all men on
earth, there is no longer any need for one kingdom in Jerusalem and another in Bountiful and others in
whatever place or places the Ten Tribes were when Jesus visited them. This is the promised day when
there shall be one God, one Shepherd, on prophet, one gospel, one church, and one kingdom for all the
earth. This is the day when one man shall direct all of the Lord’s work in all the earth; the day when he
shall bring all Israel into one fold. The Millennial Messiah, 216-217)
27 Yea, the work shall commence among all the adispersed of my people, with the Father to prepare the
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way whereby they may bcome unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name.
28 Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way
whereby his people may be agathered home to the land of their inheritance. (Here is the summation of it
all: Men and women gather first to Christ the Lord, accept his gospel, call upon the Father in his name,
partake of the sanctifying powers of his atoning blood, and in process of time become perfect in him.
Second, those who gather to Christ also gather to where the people of Christ congregate, to the lands of
their inheritance. For some it is the Unites States. For millions it will be in such diverse places of
gathering as Korea, Brazil, Germany, New Zealand, or ten thousand like places. For the time being,
Latter-day Saints are asked to remain where they are, in those nations where they hold citizenship. In
this manner the tent of Zion is expanded and strengthened as more and more stakes are driven into the
earth. The revealed word relative to the gathering to Independence and its environs will come through
the prophet of God on earth. When it does come – with the consequent return of the saints to that Zion
which shall not be moved out of its place – that call will not be for the saints in general to assemble
there. The return to Jackson County will be by delegates, as it were. Those whose services are needed
there will assemble as appointed. The rest of Israel will remain in their appointed places. Bruce R.
McConkie, Millennial Messiah, p. 294)
29 And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall anot go out in bhaste, (during a time of peace
and organized leadership) nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their
rearward. (“We have seen earlier through a modern revelation that the setting for the great work of the
gathering, particularly of the ten lost tribes, is millennial (see D&C 133:23-34). Elder Bruce R.
McConkie has written: ‘We do not say that occasional blood descendants of Reuben or Naphtali or
others of the other tribal heads shall not return to their Palestinian Zion, or assemble in an American
Zion, or find their way into the stakes of Zion in all nations, all before the Second Coming of Christ.
Some shall no doubt return to Canaan as true believers and members of the true Church, with the intent
and purpose of fulfilling the scriptures and building up the ancient cities of Israel. This may well
happen in some small measure, and to it there can be no objection. Great movements have small
beginnings, and floods that sweep forth from bursting dams are first forecast when small rivulets trickle
from the pent-up reservoirs. But we do say that the great day of the return of the Ten Tribes, the day
when the assembling hosts shall fulfill the prophetic promises, shall come after our Lord's return.'
(Millennial Messiah, p. 323; see also New Witness, p. 521.)” (McConkie, Millet, and Top, Doctrinal
Commentary on the Book of Mormon, vol. 4, p. 153, italics added))
3 Nephi 22
In the last days, Zion and her stakes shall be established, and Israel shall be gathered in mercy and
tenderness—They shall triumph—Compare Isaiah 54. [A.D. 34] (Sidney B. Sperry: The fulfillment of
this beautiful poem – Isaiah 54 is all poetry – is to be found in this dispensation. Part of it has probably
already been fulfilled since the restoration of the gospel; the remainder will be in a time yet future. Book
of Mormon Compendium, 412)
When Jesus was teaching the Nephites, he put these verses in context of the New Jerusalem - 3 Nephi
21:22-29: 22 But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and aharden not their hearts, I will
b
establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be cnumbered among
this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their dinheritance; 23 And they shall
assist my apeople, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they
may build a city, which shall be called the bNew Jerusalem. 24 And then shall athey assist my people
that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.
25 And then shall the apower of heaven come down among them; and bI also will be in the midst.
26 And then shall the work of the Father commence at that day, even awhen this gospel shall be
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preached among the remnant of bthis people. Verily I say unto you, at that day shall the work of the
Father commence among all the dispersed of my people, yea, even the tribes which have been clost,
which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem. 27 Yea, the work shall commence among all the
a
dispersed of my people, with the Father to prepare the way whereby they may bcome unto me, that they
may call on the Father in my name. 28 Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among
all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be agathered home to the land of their
inheritance. 29 And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall anot go out in bhaste, nor go by
flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward.
Jeffrey R. Holland: “By chapter's end, the relationship between the Lord and his children of covenant is
seen fully and poetically. Consider this summary of God's promises and Israel's millennial hope:
Verses
1-3
4-8
9-10
11-12
13-17

Husband Provides Wife
Children
Love
Commitment
Material Comfort
Protection for the Family

Jehovah Provides Israel
Gathering and Great Growth
Mercy and Redemption
Unbreakable Covenant
Splendor in a New Jerusalem
Peace, Freedom from Fear
and Oppression for Zion
(Adapted from Christ And The New Covenant, p. 291)
(Isaiah now commences chapter 54 by returning to the earlier theme concerning the restoration of Israel
in the latter days. It is interesting that this chapter was quoted in its entirety by the Savior when he
appeared among the Nephites following his resurrection. However, before quoting it the Savior outlined
what would precede it (3 Nephi 21). There would be a free nation raised up in America where the
Gospel would be restored among the Gentiles. The Lord’s servant who restored the Gospel would be
“marred because of them,” but the Lord would heal him. Eventually there would be a cleansing of the
land, leaving many of the Gentile cities in America “desolate.” Then the Lord would prepare to destroy
the wicked in other parts of the earth. However, before doing so, he would gather out all the members of
the Church and as many Gentiles as would repent. This is the great final gathering spoken of by Jesus
when he said: “Yea, the work shall commence among all the dispersed of my people, with the Father, to
prepare the way whereby they may come unto me… Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the
Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of
their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by
flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward” 3 Nephi 21:27-29). Jesus
then introduces Isaiah Chapter 54 by saying, “and then shall that which is written come to pass.” Cleon
W. Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times, 667-668)
3 Nephi 22
1 AND then shall that which is written come to
pass: Sing, O abarren, thou that didst not bear;
break forth into bsinging, and cry aloud, thou that
didst not travail with child; for more are the
children of the cdesolate than the children of the
married wife, (Greater are the numbers of Israel
born outside of the covenant than those born
within it. Joseph F. McConkie, Studies in
Scriptures, 8:192-192) saith the Lord. (“Scattered
Israel, those who for generations have lived

Isaiah 54
1 (And then shall that which is written come to
pass:) aSING, O bbarren, thou that didst not bear;
break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that
didst not travail with child: for more are the
children of the desolate than the children of the
married wife, saith the LORD. (Israel is called a
barren wife because of her inability or
unwillingness to produce spiritual offspring for
the Lord. But in the end, when she is gathered
once again, there will be more children from the
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“desolate” or temporarily forsaken, wife than
when she enjoyed her wedded status in ancient
times. Christ did the travail. Brother Victor
Ludlow has a different view. “The desolate
woman and her relationship to the wife can be
understood in two ways: (1) The desolate woman
represents the gentiles, and the wife Israel; thus
the gentiles will bring forth greater spiritual fruits
than Israel has delivered; (2) the desolate woman
is Israel in her scattered condition, while the wife
is those people remaining in the Holy Land. Thus
Israel will bring forth more children (both
physically and spiritually) outside the land of her
original inheritance than in it. In either case,
Isaiah uses these images to symbolize the
relationship of the Lord to Israel; those who join
with covenant Israel are the children of that
relationship. Come Unto Christ, p. 101)
2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations; spare stretch forth the curtains of thine (thy)
not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy
habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and
a
stakes; (Jeffrey R. Holland: “The large
strengthen thy astakes; (These five commands are
movement of Israel's conversion, gathering, and
what we should be doing to build the kingdom in
return to the lands of her inheritance will require the last days.)The D&C states: For Zion must
strong, enlarged stakes in Zion. Growth will be
increase in beauty, and in holiness, her borders
‘on the right hand and on the left,’ with Gentile
must be enlarged, her stakes must be
cities (probably left desolate by the wrath ‘poured strengthened, yea, verily I say unto you, Zion
out without mixture upon the whole earth’ DC
must put on her beautiful garments. D&C 82:14
115:6) inhabited by the children of the covenant. (Joseph Fielding Smith said: “To speak of Zion,
It is from this imagery of Israel's wilderness
the new Jerusalem, or even that section where the
tent/tabernacle with its cords, curtains, borders,
city will be built as a stake of Zion is a sad
and stakes that The Church of Jesus Christ of
mistake. Zion is the tent, the stakes of Zion are
Latter-day Saints draws its use of the word stake
the binding pegs that support her. Zion, therefore,
for the name of its basic ecclesiastical unit.”
cannot be a stake, it would be as improper to call
(Christ And The New Covenant, p. 289 – 290)
a tent a stake as to apply this term to Zion.”
The last thing to be put into a large tent is the
Church History and Modern Revelation, 2:88)
center pole. Likewise, the center stake of Zion,
New Jerusalem, will complete the tent in our
day.)
3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and 3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and
on the left, and thy seed shall ainherit the
on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles,
b
Gentiles and make the desolate cities to be
and make the desolate cities to be inhabited. (W.
inhabited. (Jeffrey R. Holland: Sometimes by
Cleon Skousen: In the day of their final gathering,
choice and sometimes by circumstances, Israel
the Saints will break forth on the right hand and
has been a barren, childless woman who had not
on the left. The Israelites will not only occupy the
borne fruit or lived up to her promises, potential, mountains, valleys, desert, and plains, but they
and covenants. Nevertheless, desolate Israel can – will invade the “desolate” and abandoned cities of
and will – be fruitful, even in the times and places the Gentiles. This would suggest that a certain
her scattering and dispersion. The large
amount of domestic warfare will have cleansed
without the light of the gospel who have not been
fruitful in the faith of their fathers. These are also
identified in this passage as ‘the children of the
desolate.’ The children of the married wife [are]
the members of the Church.” (McConkie, Millet,
and Top, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of
Mormon, vol. 4, p. 155) An era when those who
have come into the faith from their scattered
condition will outnumber those Israelites who had
already found their way into the true Church.
DCBM, 4:155. It’s one thing to quote the Lord, it’s
another thing for the Lord to quote you. Scattered
Israel will gather in such numbers as to be so huge
as to cause any prior miracles to pale in
comparison.)
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movement of Israel’s conversion, gathering, and
return to the lands of her inheritance will require
strong, enlarged stakes in Zion. Growth will be
“on the right hand and on the left,” with Gentile
cities (probably left desolate by the wrath
“poured out without mixture upon the whole
earth” inhabited by the children of the covenant.
It is from this imagery of Israel’s wilderness
tent/tabernacle with its cords, curtains, borders,
and stakes that The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints draws its use of the word stake
for the name of its basic ecclesiastical unit. Christ
and the New Covenant, 289-290)
4 Fear not, for thou shalt not be ashamed; neither
be thou confounded, for thou shalt not be put to
a
shame; for thou shalt forget the bshame of thy
youth, and shalt not remember the creproach of
thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of
thy widowhood any more.
5 For thy maker, thy ahusband, the Lord of Hosts
is his name; and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel—the God of the whole earth shall he be
called. (Jeffrey R. Holland: “Even though there
has been barrenness and sometimes
unfaithfulness, yet will the husband (Christ)
reclaim and redeem his bride (Israel). The
imagery of Jehovah as bridegroom and Israel as
bride is among the most commonly used
metaphors in scripture, being used by the Lord
and his prophets to describe the relationship
between Deity and the children of the covenant.”
(Christ And The New Covenant, p. 290))

6 For the Lord hath called thee aas a woman
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of
youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.
7 For a small moment have I aforsaken thee, but
with great mercies will I gather thee. (Jeffrey R.
Holland: “Christ has, on occasion, been rightfully
angry with backsliding Israel, but that has always
been brief and temporary – “a small moment.”
Compassion and mercy always return and prevail
in a most reassuring way. The mountains and the
hills may disappear. The water of the great seas
may dry up. The least likely things in the world
may happen, but the Lord's kindness and peace

the land of Gentile wickedness. After each of the
world wars ended, it was amazing how the people
were able to clean up the rubble and erect
magnificent modern cities in a relatively short
time. The gathering Saints will do the same in
America. They will take over the desolate cities if
the Gentiles and cause them to be inhabited.
Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times, 670)

4 Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither
be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to
shame: for thou shalt forget the ashame of thy
youth, and shalt not remember the breproach of
thy widowhood any more.
5 For thy Maker(, thy) is thine ahusband; the
b
LORD of hosts is his name; and thy cRedeemer
the Holy One of Israel; The dGod of the whole
earth shall he be called. (Cynthia L. Hallen: Like
people who are widowed, divorced, or never
married, Zion is alone for a season, but not
forever. The Savior of the whole earth is her
husband. The etymology of the English word
husband is a compound of house and prepare;
thus a husband is “one who prepares or builds a
house.” The Lord is Zion’s husband or “house
builder” because he makes the earth as a home for
all creatures, he creates bodies as temples for
spirit children, he builds temples as places of
worship, and he prepares heavenly mansions for
his children. Redeeming the Desolate Woman,
Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, 1:44)
6 For the LORD hath called thee as a awoman
b
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a cwife of
youth, dwhen thou wast refused, saith thy God.
7 For a small amoment have I bforsaken thee; but
with great mercies will I cgather thee. (In addition
to this gathering of hearts and souls, the Jews will
gather to their land of promise in Palestine. It also
appears that there will be a gathering of a large
group of the ten tribes, who may return en masse
from the land or lands of their exile. D&C
133:26-34 - And they who are in the anorth
countries shall come in remembrance before the
Lord; and their prophets shall hear his voice, and
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will never be taken from his covenant people. He shall no longer stay themselves; and they shall
has sworn with a heavenly oath that he will not be bsmite the rocks, and the ice shall flow down at
wroth with them forever.” (Christ And The New
their presence. 27 And an ahighway shall be cast
Covenant, p. 290))
up in the midst of the great deep. 28 Their
enemies shall become a prey unto them, 29 And
in the abarren deserts there shall come forth pools
of bliving water; and the parched ground shall no
longer be a thirsty land. 30 And they shall bring
forth their rich atreasures unto the children of
Ephraim, my servants. 31 And the boundaries of
the everlasting ahills shall tremble at their
presence. 32 And there shall they fall down and
be acrowned with glory, even in Zion, by the
hands of the servants of the Lord, even the
children of bEphraim. 33 And they shall be filled
with asongs of everlasting joy. 34 Behold, this is
the ablessing of the beverlasting God upon the
c
tribes of dIsrael, and the richer blessing upon the
head of eEphraim and his fellows.)
8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a
8 In a little awrath I bhid my cface from thee for a
moment, but with everlasting akindness will I
moment; but with everlasting dkindness will I
b
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy
have emercy on thee, saith the LORD thy
Redeemer. (Cynthia L. Hallen: Among orthodox Redeemer.
Jews, a husband is not allowed to watch his wife
going through the labor of childbirth. He sits in
the corner of the deliver room with his back
turned so that she will not feel embarrassed or
immodest in her unavoidable hour of agony. He
does not abandon her, although she may feel very
much alone. The woman recites or sings psalms
as she endures contractions. When the pain
becomes too great for her to continue singing, the
husband takes over, reciting psalms for her.
Although Zion cannot see the Lord in the time of
her probation, when she weeps, he weeps with
her; when she sings, he rejoices with her.
Redeeming the Desolate Woman, Journal of
Book of Mormon Studies, 1:46)
9 For this, the awaters of Noah unto me, for as I
9 For this, is as the waters of Noah unto me: for
have sworn that the waters of Noah should no
as I have sworn that the awaters of Noah should
more go over the earth, so have I sworn that I
no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I
would not be wroth with thee. (Since he has
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.(as
sworn not to be angry with Israel nor to rebuke
per 3 Ne 22)
her, and since he has also promised that he will
“chasten” or rebuke those whom he loves if they
are wicked, Isaiah’s prophecy means that a time
will come when Israel will become righteous
enough that she will need no chastisement from
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the Lord. Victor L. Ludlow: Isaiah: Prophet, Seer
and Poet, 461)
10 For the amountains shall depart and the hills be
removed, but my bkindness shall not cdepart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.

11 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted! Behold, I will lay thy astones with fair
colors, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.
(“In the midst of a troubling world, the
foundations I rely on come by my covenants with
the Lord. They are indeed like sapphires and are
treasures beyond price….They are the restored
principles and ordinances of the gospel of Jesus
Christ which are available to righteous women
and men alike through the power of the holy
priesthood of God. They include baptism, the gift
of the Holy Ghost, the sacrament, and temple
covenants.” (Aileen H. Clyde, Ensign, May 1995,
p. 28 as taken from Latter-day Commentary on
the Book of Mormon compiled by K. Douglas
Bassett, p. 448))
12 And I will make thy windows of agates, and
thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of
pleasant stones.
13 And aall thy children shall be taught of the
Lord; and great shall be the bpeace of thy
children. (Zion shall begin to be built before the
time of Christ’s second coming in glory. The
Saints who are gathered in all nations shall live
for a season in love and peace (despite the
degenerative condition of the world) prior to the
Millennium. Because of the goodness of those
who have given themselves fully to the Lord and
his cause, their meetings shall be Pentecostal
outpourings; the Spirit of God shall truly burn
like a fire in their hearts. Prophecy and revelation
and healings and angelic ministrations shall
abound, for the faith of the Saints shall have rent
the damning veil of unbelief and opened the
heavens to the gifts and wonders enjoyed by the
former-day Saints. And these spiritual
experiences shall be multiplied immeasurably
after the glorious return of the Master. When
wickedness and enmity shall have been removed

10 For the amountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but my kindness shall not depart
from thee, neither shall the bcovenant of my peace
(JST people) be removed, saith the LORD that
hath mercy on thee. His promise to restore Israel
is just as sure as his promise to Noah.
11 ¶ O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and
not comforted, behold, I will lay thy astones with
fair colours, and lay thy foundations with
sapphires. (Jerusalem, which was once destroyed
and left desolate, will be restored and beautified
by the Lord in the form of a new Jerusalem.
Jeffrey R. Holland: Even in the midst and
aftermath of great affliction, the Lord will shower
material and spiritual blessings on Israel,
including those jewels and precious metals that
will be used to build the New Jerusalem. Christ
and the New Covenant, 291)

12 And I will make thy windows of agates, and
thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of
pleasant stones. (These stones represent the
spiritual and temporal blessings the Lord will
pour out on his people.)
13 And all thy achildren shall be btaught of the
LORD; and great shall be the cpeace of thy
children.
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from this earth, there will be no end to the truths
to be taught, the miracles to be performed, the
outpourings to be enjoyed. Truly in that day “all
thy children shall be taught of the Lord.” All men
and women who choose to do so shall grow in
spiritual graces to the point where they are
prepared to inherit that glory and power which is
enjoyed by God their Father. It that day, “the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea.” (2 Nephi 21:9, Isaiah
11:9) DCBM, 4:156)
14 In arighteousness shalt thou be established;
thou shalt be far from oppression for thou shalt
not fear, and from terror for it shall not come near
thee.
15 Behold, they shall surely gather together
a
against thee, not by me; whosoever shall gather
together against thee shall fall for thy sake.
16 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth
the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an
instrument for his work; and I have created the
waster to destroy.
17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper; and every tongue that shall revile against
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritage of the aservants of the Lord, and their
righteousness is of me, saith the Lord. (Joseph
Smith: “No unhallowed hand can stop the work
from progressing; persecutions may rage, mobs
may combine, armies may assemble, calumny
may defame, but the truth of God will go forth
boldly, nobly, and independent, till it has
penetrated every clime, swept every country, and
sounded in every ear, till the purposes of God
shall be accomplished, and the Great Jehovah
shall say the work is done.” (History of the
Church, 4:540 as taken from Latter-day
Commentary on the Book of Mormon compiled
by K. Douglas Bassett, p. 449) John Taylor: the
day is not far distant when this nation will be
shaken from centre to circumference. And now,
you may write it down, any of you, and I will
prophesy it in the name of God. And then will be
fulfilled that prediction to be found in one of the
revelations given through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. Those who will not take up their sword to
fight against their neighbor must needs flee to
Zion for safety. And they will come, saying, we
do not know anything of the principles of your

14 In righteousness shalt thou be established:
thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt
not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come
near thee.
15 Behold, they shall surely gather together
(against thee), but not by me: whosoever shall
gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.
16 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth
the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an
instrument for his work; and I have created the
a
waster to destroy.
17 ¶ No aweapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper; and every btongue that shall rise (revile)
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
(The Lord’s people will be able to stand against
gossip, slander, and accusations in a court of law)
This is the heritage of the cservants of the LORD,
and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.
(Ultimately, our righteousness is insufficient to
save us. Though our obedience with broken
hearts is required to bring us unto Christ, it is his
righteousness that saves. George Q. Morris: But
bear in mind that the Lord is directing this world.
We are frequently reminded that conditions have
been so developed in the powers of warfare that
an accident or a rash move could set in operation
those powers which might destroy our
civilization. But let us bear in mind that this
world is in the hands of God. All these things will
happen only so far as they are in accordance with
his plans and his purposes. And let us not waste
our time and our energy and get into a nervous
condition about what is going to happen to the
world. That is not our sphere of responsibility.
The Lord will take care of that. It remains for us
to be devoted to the upbuilding of his kingdom
and facing whatever conditions may come to us.
CR, Apr 1959, 102 John Taylor: neither this
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religion, but we perceive that you are an honest
community; you administer justice and
righteousness, and we want to live with you and
receive the protection of your laws, but as for
your religion we will talk about that some other
time. Will we protect such people? Yes, all
honorable men. When the people shall have torn
to shreds the Constitution of the United States the
Elders of Israel will be found holding it up to the
nations of the earth and proclaiming liberty and
equal rights to all men, and extending the hand of
fellowship to the oppressed of all nations. This is
part of the programme, and as long as we do what
is right and fear God, he will help us and stand by
us under all circumstances. JD, 21:8 Bruce R.
McConkie: We do not say that all of the Saints
will be spared and saved from the coming day of
desolation. But we do say there is no promise of
safety and no promise of security except for those
who love the Lord and who are seeking to do all
that he commands. It may be, for instance, that
nothing except the power of faith and the
authority of the priesthood can save individuals
and congregations from the atomic holocausts
that surely shall be. And so we raise the warning
voice and say: Take heed; prepare; watch and be
ready. There is no security in any course except
the course of obedience and conformity and
righteousness. CR, Apr 1979, 133.)

nation nor any other nation can do anything more
than God permits. He sets up one nation, and puts
down another, according to the counsels of his
own will. All men are but human; their breath is
in their nostrils, and they have no power but that
which God gives them. Anything beyond this
they are powerless to do; and why, then, should
His people fear? We certainly have a work to
perform on the earth, and God our Father has
selected us for that purpose, JD 23:233 Wilford
Woodruff: Can you tell me where the people are
who will be shielded and protected from these
great calamities and judgments which are even
now at our door? I'll tell you. The priesthood of
God who honor their priesthood and who are
worthy of their blessings are the only ones who
shall have this safety and protection. They are the
only mortal beings. No other people have a right
to be shielded from these judgments. They are at
our very doors; not even this people will escape
them entirely. If you do your duty, and I do my
duty, we’ll have protection, and shall pass
through the afflictions in peace and in safety.
Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, 230)

3 Nephi 23
Jesus approves the words of Isaiah—He commands the people to search the prophets—The words of
Samuel the Lamanite concerning the resurrection are added to their records. [A.D. 34]
PREACH MY GOSPEL: THE BOOK OF MORMON AND THE BIBLE SUPPORT EACH
OTHER: WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE BOOK OF MORMON? John 10:16;
Isaiah 29:4, 11-18; Ezekiel 37:15-17; Bible Dictionary: “Ephraim, Stick of”. WHAT DOES THE
BOOK OF MORMON SAY ABOUT THE BIBLE? 1 Nephi 13:30-29, 40-41; 2 Nephi 29:3-14; 3
Nephi 23:1; Mormon 7:8-9. IN WHAT WAYS DO BOTH BOOKS SERVE AS TESTAMENTS
OF CHRIST? 2 Nephi 29:8; John 20:31; Acts 10:43. 1 AND now, behold, I say unto you, that ye
ought to asearch these things. Yea, a commandment (This is more than a suggestion.) I give unto you
that ye search these things diligently; for great are the words of bIsaiah. ( If our eternal salvation depends
upon our ability to understand the writings of Isaiah as fully and truly as Nephi understood them – and
who shall say that such is not the case! – how shall we fare in that great day when with Nephi we shall
stand before the pleasing bar of Him who said: Great are the words of Isaiah? It just may be that my
salvation (and yours also!) does in fact depend upon our ability to understand the writings of Isaiah as
fully and truly as Nephi understood them. For that matter, why should either Nephi or Isaiah know
anything that is withheld from us? Does not that God who is no respecter of persons treat all his children
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alike? Has he not given us his promise and recited to us the terms and conditions of his law pursuant to
which he will reveal to us what he has revealed to them? Bruce R. McConkie, Ten Keys to
Understanding Isaiah, Ensign, Oct 1973, p. 78.The Bible Dictionary states: “Isaiah is the most quoted of
all the prophets, being more frequently quoted by Jesus, Paul, Peter, and John (in his Revelation) than
any other O.T. prophet. Likewise the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants quote from
Isaiah more than from any other prophet. The Lord told the Nephites that ‘great are the words of Isaiah,’
and that all things Isaiah spoke of the house of Israel and of the gentiles would be fulfilled (3 Ne 23:13). ….The reader today has no greater written commentary and guide to understanding Isaiah than the
Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants. As one understands these works better he will
understand Isaiah better, and as one understands Isaiah better, he more fully comprehends the mission of
the Savior, and the meaning of the covenant that was placed upon Abraham and his seed by which all
the families of the earth would be blessed.”)
2 For surely he spake as touching all things concerning my people which are of the house of Israel;
a
therefore it must needs be that he must speak also to the Gentiles. (The gathering of Israel includes the
invitation to the Gentiles to gather with Israel.)
3 And all things that he spake have been and ashall be, (many of Isaiah’s prophecies have dual meaning,
they pertain to Isaiah’s day or a future day to Isaiah and to our day as well) even according to the words
which he spake. (Hugh Nibley: “(quoting 3 Nephi 23:1-3.) That quotation alone spares us the trouble of
an apology for Isaiah. The book of Isaiah is a tract for our own times; our very aversion to it testifies to
its relevance. It is necessary to remind us of its importance, however, because Isaiah's message has not
been popular, and he tells us why. The wicked do not like to be told about their faults…says Isaiah, the
people of Israel want to hear smooth things: ‘Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth
things.’ (Isaiah 30:10.) And ever since, the process of interpreting Isaiah has been one of smoothing him
out.” (Old Testament and Related Studies, pp. 215-6) Here the Savior essentially says to the Nephites:
“You can trust Isaiah. Many of the things of which he prophesied have already taken place; many more
shall yet come to pass. His word is true and faithful.” Jesus may also have intended to convey the idea
that Isaiah’s words have dual or multiple fulfillment. Thus the past becomes the key that unlocks the
future. As history has its cycles, so prophecies have multiple fulfillments and repeated applications.
Isaiah’s prophecies of events now past foretell events yet future. The past is the stage upon which the
future is portrayed. The scriptures thus have a timeless value and an eternal relevance. DCBM, 4:158.
Victor L. Ludlow: Isaiah, when facing a difficult teaching situation, did not use the parable as a tool;
instead, he veiled his message in clouds of symbolism, poetry, and complex terminology. In other
words, instead of speaking at a simple level and letting his listeners build upon that foundation, Isaiah
spoke at a high intellectual and spiritual level, thus challenging or even forcing his listeners to attain that
level before they could begin to understand his words. Isaiah was not only difficult, he was deliberately
difficult. We must study his words, wrestle with them, and ponder them at great length before his
powerful, sublime teachings begin to emerge and inspire us. Because of this, it is easy to become
discouraged and give up before we begin to understand his message. However, through serious and
prayerful study, when we finally grasp the language and ideas of a particular chapter until they not only
make sense, but enlighten and inspire as well, we realize that we have arrived at a profound level of
understanding. Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet, 134-135)
4 Therefore give heed to my words; write the things which I have told you; and according to the time
and the will of the Father athey shall go forth unto the Gentiles.
5 And whosoever will hearken unto my words and repenteth and is baptized, the same shall be saved.
Search the aprophets, for many there be that testify of these things. (“Jesus further declared that those
who would hearken to his words (which included the commandment to search Isaiah) -- and would
repent and be baptized--would be saved (see 3 Nephi 23:5a). Is our salvation dependent upon our
diligence in heeding the commandment to search Isaiah? (Monte S. Nyman, Great Are The Words of
Isaiah, p. 1))
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6 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had said these words he said unto them again, after he had
expounded all the scriptures unto them which they had received, he said unto them: Behold, other
scriptures I would that ye should write, that ye have not. (The Lord is going to give some scriptures from
Malachi as well as the prophecies of Samuel the Lamanite.)
7 And it came to pass that he said unto aNephi: Bring forth the record which ye have kept.
8 And when Nephi had brought forth the records, and laid them before him, he cast his eyes upon them
and said:
9 Verily I say unto you, I commanded my servant aSamuel, the Lamanite, that he should testify unto this
people, that at the day that the Father should glorify his name in me that there were bmany csaints who
should darise from the dead, and should appear unto many, and should minister unto them. And he said
unto them: Was it not so?
10 And his disciples answered him and said: Yea, Lord, Samuel did prophesy according to thy words,
and they were all fulfilled.
11 And Jesus said unto them: How be it that ye have not awritten this thing, that many bsaints did arise
and appear unto many and did minister unto them?
12 And it came to pass that Nephi remembered that this thing had not been written.
13 And it came to pass that Jesus commanded that it should be awritten; (Jesus is truly the author of the
Book of Mormon, no wonder Joseph Smith said it’s the most correct book ever written.) therefore it was
written according as he commanded. (Neal A. Maxwell: “The resurrected Jesus made a special point of
ensuring that this glorious event—witnessed alike on two hemispheres, and in which all mortals have an
inexpressibly important and personal stake—was likewise carefully recorded. In fact, Jesus, noting the
neglect of Samuel's prophecy, commanded that it be written. (See 3 Nephi 23:9-11.) No wonder, for He
anticipated the subsequent reactions to the reality of the resurrection, such as those of the Athenians to
Paul's preaching: ‘And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said,
We will hear thee again of this matter.’ (Acts 17:32.) Jesus, the Jehovah of the Old Testament (who had
been so careful to see that much lesser facts were carefully established in the mouths of two or three
witnesses), insisted that the two central facts of human history, the atonement and the resurrection, be
carefully established in the pages of the two great written witnesses of Him and the resurrection. Such
careful correlation and amplified attesting would surely not surprise previous prophets—nor should it us.
The above is not recited just to note how reassuringly tidy the restored gospel is, nor how impressively
exacting about facts the Lord is. Instead, one should ask, ‘What knowledge does the world need to have
more than the sure testimony and evidence that Jesus is the Christ and that His atonement actually
accomplished God's great plan of redemption, whereby mankind will be blessed with immortality?’ In a
world filled increasingly with drift, disbelief, and despair, what more welcome ‘good news’ could be
given?” (Plain and Precious Things, p. 30))
14 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had aexpounded all the scriptures in one, (Showing how all
the scriptures testify of Christ. Just like Jesus did to the two on the road to Emmaus. Luke 24: 25 Then
he said unto them, O afools, and slow of bheart to cbelieve all that the prophets have spoken: 26 Ought
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 27 And beginning at aMoses and all
the bprophets, he cexpounded unto them in all the dscriptures the things concerning himself.) which they
had written, he commanded them that they should bteach the things which he had expounded unto them.
(In one sense, to say that Jesus expounded all scriptures in one, may mean that our Lord taught the
people the entire plan of salvation out of the scriptures, perhaps even opening the heavens and providing
the visions necessary to understand what had been, what was, and what was to come. Such a panoramic
vision might not be unlike what was vouchsafed to Enoch, Moses, Nephi, the brother of Jared or Joseph
Smith. Of his own experience in vision, Joseph Smith said: Nothing could be more pleasing to the Saints
upon the order of the Kingdom of the Lord, than the light which burst upon the world through the…
vision [D&C 76]. Every law, every commandment, every promise, every truth, and every point touching
the destiny of man, from Genesis to Revelation, where the purity of the Scriptures remains unsullied by
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the folly of men, go to show the perfection of the theory (of different degrees of glory in the future life)
and witness the fact that the document is a transcript from the records of the eternal world. TPJS, p. 11.
On a later occasion, the Prophet explained: I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the
glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were people prepared to
receive them. TPJS, p. 305. DCBM, 4:160.)
3 Nephi 24
The Lord’s messenger shall prepare the way for the Second Coming—Christ shall sit in judgment—
Israel is commanded to pay tithes and offerings—A book of remembrance is kept—Compare Malachi 3.
[A.D. 34]
3 Nephi 24
1 AND it came to pass that he commanded them
that they should write the words which the Father
had given unto Malachi, which he should tell
unto them. And it came to pass that after they
were written he expounded them. And these are
the words which he did tell unto them, saying:
Thus said the Father unto Malachi—Behold, I
will asend my bmessenger, (The passage was
rightly applied to John the Baptist, who prepared
the way for the Lord’s first coming, but the
ultimate fulfillment of the prophecy will be in the
latter days. It tells of the appearance of the Lord
suddenly in his temple, asking rhetorically who
will be able to endure his coming and the
cleansing that will accompany it. Among the
heavenly messengers of the Restoration the
following could be listed: John the Baptist, Peter,
James and John, Elijah and Moroni. Perhaps what
Malachi envisioned was not an individual but the
collective ministry of all the messengers who
restored doctrine and keys in the last days, each
in turn preparing the way for Christ. The Prophet
Joseph Smith was also a great messenger sent to
prepare the way for the Lord. Also, the gospel –
restored in the latter day to make the world ready
for the Lord – is a messenger sent before him.
Kent Jackson, Studies in Scripture, 8:198-99) and
he shall prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom ye seek shall suddenly ccome to his
temple, even the dmessenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in; behold, he shall come, saith
the Lord of Hosts. (Joseph Smith taught, “The
spirit of Elias is to prepare the way for a greater
revelation of God, which is the Priesthood of
Elias, or the Priesthood that Aaron was ordained
unto. And when God sends a man into the world

Malachi 3
1 BEHOLD, I will send my bmessenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly ccome to his
d
temple, (He has already come suddenly to his
temple, on April 3, 1836, along with Elijah, Elias
and Moses.) even the emessenger of the covenant,
(Christ) whom ye delight in: behold, he shall
come, saith the LORD of hosts. (3 Nephi 24 is
almost the same as chapter 3. John the Baptist,
the Aaronic Priesthood, Joseph Smith. When he
comes to earth a second time, he will make more
than one appearance before he comes in the
clouds of heaven for all flesh to see him together.
At least one of those appearances includes a
sudden visit to his temple, yet to be built, in
Jackson County, Missouri. Kent Jackson: As
Jesus expounded the scriptures to his American
saints, he quoted to them the revelations that now
comprise Malachi 3 and 4 in the Old Testament.
These chapters contain significant doctrinal
material that reveals much concerning the Lord's
coming. Perhaps that is why the Lord directed
that they be written in the Nephite record, and
perhaps it is why Mormon was inspired to include
them in his Book of Mormon abridgment for us.
Because of the fragmented nature of the material
in Malachi 3 and 4, in which a diverse variety of
topics is discussed in short (sometimes
unconnected) segments, this section appears to be
a collection of utterances—a quote book—and
not a continuous prophecy. Perhaps some of the
brief quotations may not even be those of
Malachi himself. Elder Bruce R. McConkie
suggested that Malachi was quoting (specifically
in Mal. 4:1-2) from the words of the ancient
prophet Zenos, whose writings were contained on
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a

to prepare for a greater work, holding the keys of
the power of Elias, it was called the doctrine of
Elias, even from the early ages of the world.
John’s mission was limited to preaching and
baptizing; but what he did was legal; and when
Jesus Christ came to any of John’s disciples, He
baptized them with fire and the Holy Ghost.”
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 3356) One may fairly ask, “If John was the Elias of
Christ’s First Coming, then who was the Elias of
Christ’s Second Coming? Was it John the
Baptist? Was it Joseph Smith?” The answer is
found in the D&C, I have sent mine everlasting
covenant into the world, to be a light to the
world…and to be a messenger before my face to
prepare the way before me (DC 45:9). This is
according to the restorative functions of the
doctrine of Elias, for there were many angels who
brought their keys back to the earth to establish
the everlasting covenant in preparation for the
Lord’s Second Coming. Bruce R. McConkie said,
“Who is the promised Elias who was to come and
restore all things?…Was it one man? Certainly
not. Many angelic ministrants have been sent
from the courts of glory to confer keys and
powers, to commit their dispensations and glories
again to men on earth…it is apparent that no one
messenger has carried the whole burden of the
restoration.” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 221) Joseph
Smith: “The spirit of Elias is first, Elijah second,
and Messiah last. Elias is a forerunner to prepare
the way, and the spirit and power of Elijah is to
come after, holding the keys of power, building
the Temple to the capstone, placing the seals of
the Melchizedek Priesthood upon the house of
Israel and making all things ready; then Messiah
comes to His Temple, which is last of all.”
(Teachings, p. 340) Matthias F. Cowley: “When
He comes in verification of Malachi's prophecy,
He will come suddenly and in power and great
glory. He will find a temple to come to. To do
this, there must be a people called of God,
instructed by revelation…in order to know where,
when and how to erect, in keeping with divine
approval, such a sacred edifice…Nothing short of
a new Gospel dispensation, ushered in and
perpetuated by direct revelation from the Lord,
can fulfill the provisions of Malachi's prediction.”
(Cowley’s Talks on Doctrine, p. 29) Jeffrey R.

the plates of brass but are not found in the Bible
as it stands today. Bruce R. McConkie, The
Doctrinal Restoration, Studies in Scriptures,
8:197-198, 206.)
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Holland: “Christ, who is the great ‘messenger of
the covenant,’ did come to the first temple in this
dispensation, in Kirtland, Ohio, on April 3, 1836.
He has, of course, come to other temples and will
yet do so—particularly in Jerusalem and Jackson
County, Missouri—as part of the culmination of
his majestic second coming.” (Christ And The
New Covenant, p. 294))
2 But who may aabide the day of his coming,
(second coming) and who shall stand when he
appeareth? For he is like a brefiner’s fire, and like
fuller’s soap. (“Anciently, a fuller was one who
cleansed and whitened garments. ‘The process of
fulling or cleansing clothes consisted in treading or
stamping on the garments with the feet or with
bats in tubs of water, in which some alkaline
substance answering the purpose of soap had been
dissolved’ (Peloubet, 203-4). Christ's blood is the
only ‘fuller's soap’ strong enough to remove all
stains of sin from those who repent and fully
accept his atoning sacrifice (1 Ne. 12:11; Mosiah
3:11-18; Alma 5:27; 13:11). ‘Though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow,’ declared
the Lord (Isa. 1:18). However, the blood of Christ
will have no cleansing effect upon the wicked, for
the stain of sin shall remain on their garments
(D&C 29:17).” (Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Doctrine
and Covenants Encyclopedia, p. 195-6) Orson
Pratt: “’…he shall purify the sons of Levi and
purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.’ That
same fire will rest upon the abodes of those that
come into that temple, and they will be filled with
fire and the Holy Ghost. They will be purged of all
iniquity, and every ordinance that will be
administered in that temple will be administered
by holy hands, and you will understand and know
the meaning thereof…The Lord will reveal these
things in their day; he will reveal everything that is
needful, so that the knowledge of God may rest
upon you, and that there may be no darkness with
you. Amen.” (Journal of Discourses, 21:331))
3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; and he shall apurify the bsons of Levi,
(Prior to the Second Coming those descendants of
Levi who are converted and purified by the
gospel of Jesus Christ will participate in the
“restoration of all things” by once again offering
sacrifice. DCBM, 4:163) and purge them as gold

2 But who may aabide the bday of his ccoming?
and who shall dstand when he appeareth? for he is
like a erefiner’s ffire, and like fullers’ gsoap: (The
earth shall be cleansed and receive its paradisiacal
glory.)

3 And he shall sit as a arefiner and purifer of
silver: and he shall bpurify the csons of dLevi,
(John the Baptist was a son of Levi.) and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto
the LORD an eoffering in righteousness. (That
there is more than one meaning for the offering in
righteousness to be made by the sons of Levi at or

957

and silver, that they may coffer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness. (“Some time ago, a few
ladies met to study the scriptures. While reading
the third chapter of Malachi, they came upon a
remarkable expression in the third verse: ‘And He
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver’ (Mal
3:3) One lady decided to visit a silversmith, and
report to the others on what he said about the
subject. She went accordingly, and without telling
him the reason for her visit, begged the
silversmith to tell her about the process of
refining silver. After he had fully described it to
her, she asked, ‘Sir, do you sit while the work of
refining is going on?’ ‘Oh, yes ma’am,’ replied
the silversmith; ‘I must sit and watch the furnace
constantly, for, if the time necessary for refining
is exceeded in the slightest degree, the silver will
be injured.’ The lady at once saw the beauty and
comfort of the expression. ‘He shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver.’ God sees it
necessary to put His children into the furnace; but
His eye is steadily intent on the work of
purifying, and his wisdom and love are both
engaged in the best manner for us. Our trials do
not come at random, and He will not let us be
tested beyond what we can endure. Before she
left, the lady asked one final question, ‘How do
you know when the process is complete?’ ‘That’s
quite simple,’ replied the silversmith. ‘When I
can see my own image in the silver, the refining
process is finished.’” (Author unknown) Joseph
Smith: “These sacrifices, as well as every
ordinance belonging to the Priesthood, will, when
the Temple of the Lord shall be built, and the
sons of Levi be purified, be fully restored and
attended to in all their powers, ramifications, and
blessings. This ever did and ever will exist when
the powers of the Melchizedek Priesthood are
sufficiently manifest; else how can the restitution
of all things spoken of by the Holy Prophets be
brought to pass? It is not to be understood that the
law of Moses will be established again with all its
rites and variety of ceremonies; this has never
been spoken of by the prophets; but those things
which existed prior to Moses' day, namely,
sacrifice, will be continued. It may be asked by
some, what necessity for sacrifice, since the Great
Sacrifice was offered? In answer to which, if
repentance, baptism, and faith existed prior to the

near the second coming of the Lord is evident.
With regard to animal sacrifice, Joseph Smith
said: “It is generally supposed that sacrifice was
entirely done away when the Great Sacrifice the
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus was offered up, and
that there will be no necessity for the ordinance of
sacrifice in the future, but those who assert this
are certainly not acquainted with the duties,
privileges and authority of the Priesthood, or with
the Prophets. The offering of sacrifice has ever
been connected and forms a part of the duties of
the priesthood. It began with the priesthood, and
will be continued until after the coming of Christ,
from generation to generation. We frequently
have mention made of the offering of sacrifice by
the servants of the Most High in ancient days,
prior to the law of Moses; which ordinances will
be continued when the priesthood is restored with
all its authority, power and blessings. These
sacrifices, as well as every ordinance belonging
to the priesthood, will, when the Temple of the
Lord shall be built, and the sons of Levi be
purified, be fully restored and attended to in all
their powers, ramifications, and blessings. This
ever did and ever will exist when the powers of
the Melchizedek Priesthood are sufficiently
manifest, else how can the restitution of all things
spoken of by the holy prophets be brought to
pass. It is not to be understood that the law of
Moses will be established again with all its rites
and variety of ceremonies, this has never been
spoken of by the prophets; but those things which
existed prior to Moses’ day, namely, sacrifice,
will be continued.” Teachings, p. 172-73 R.
Millet, J.F. McConkie: A modern revelation
speaks of the sons of Moses and the sons of
Aaron offering an acceptable sacrifice in the
temple to be erected in Independence, Jackson
County, Missouri, DCBM, 3:249 John Taylor:
CONVERSATION WITH ROTHSCHILD.—I
remember, some time ago, having a conversation
with Baron Rothschild, a Jew. I was showing him
the temple here, and said he—"Elder Taylor,
what do you mean by this temple? What is the
object of it? Why are you building it?" Said I,
"Your fathers had among them prophets, who
revealed to them the mind and will of God; we
have among us prophets who reveal to us the
mind and will of God, as they did. One of your
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days of Christ, what necessity for them since that
time? The Priesthood has descended in a regular
line from father to son, through their succeeding
generations.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, p. 173) Joseph Fielding Smith: “It should
be remembered that the great temple, which is yet
to be built in the City Zion, will not be one
edifice, but twelve. Some of these temples will be
for the lesser priesthood. When these temples are
built, it is very likely that provision will be made
for some ceremonies and ordinances which may
be performed by the Aaronic Priesthood and a
place provided where the sons of Levi may offer
their offering in righteousness. This will have to
be the case because all things are to be
restored…The sacrifice of animals will be done
to complete the restoration when the temple
spoken of is built; at the beginning of the
millennium, or in the restoration, blood sacrifices
will be performed long enough to complete the
fulness of the restoration in this dispensation.
Afterwards sacrifice will be of some other
character.” (Doctrines of Salvation, 3:93-4 as
taken from Latter-day Commentary on the Book
of Mormon compiled by K. Douglas Bassett, p.
451))

prophets said—The Lord whom ye seek shall
suddenly come to his temple, but who may abide
the day of his coming? For he shall sit as a
refiner's fire and a purifier of silver!" "Now," said
I, "sir, will you point me out a place on the face
of the earth where God has a temple? "Said he, "I
do not know of any." You remember the words of
your prophet that I have quoted?" Said he—"Yes,
I know the prophet said that, but I do not know of
any temple anywhere. Do you consider that this is
that temple?" "No, sir, it is not." "Well, what is
this temple for?" Said I, "The Lord has told us to
build this temple so that we may administer
therein baptisms for our dead (which I explained
to him) and also to perform some of the sacred
matrimonial alliances and covenants that we
believe in, that are rejected by the world
generally, but which are among the purest, most
exalting and ennobling principles that God ever
revealed to man." "Well, then, this is not our
temple?" "No, but," said I, "you will build a
temple, for the Lord has shown us, among other
things, that you Jews have quite a role to perform
in the latter days, and that all the things spoken by
your old prophets will be fulfilled, that you will
be gathered to old Jerusalem, and that you will
build a temple there; and when you build that
temple, and the time has arrived, 'the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple.
Gospel Kingdom, 293)
4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 4 Then shall the offering of aJudah and Jerusalem
be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old,
be bpleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old,
and as in former years.
and as in former years.
a
5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I 5 And I will come near to you to ajudgment; and I
will be a swift witness against (Here’s a list of the will be a swift witness against the bsorcerers, and
types of people that will be present at the Second against the cadulterers, and against dfalse
Coming.) the bsorcerers, and against the
swearers, and against those that eoppress the
adulterers, and against false cswearers, and
hireling in his fwages, the gwidow, and the
d
against those that oppress the hireling in his
fatherless, and that turn aside the hstranger from
wages, the widow and the efatherless, and that
his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of
turn aside the fstranger, and fear not me, saith the hosts.
Lord of Hosts. (Jeffrey R. Holland: “The Lord
declares his anger not only against sorcerers,
adulterers, and those who are untrue in any way,
but also against those who are ungenerous to the
hireling, the stranger, the widow, and the
fatherless. In calling those to return who have
strayed, he speaks of the good that could be done
to such needy if there were ‘meat in my house.’ If
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such tithes and offerings are not returned to the
Lord, inasmuch as they are rightfully his, then the
people and the land are ‘cursed with a curse’.”
(Christ and the New Covenant, p. 296))
6 For aI am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed.
7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone
away from mine aordinances, and have not kept
them. bReturn unto me and I will return unto you,
saith the Lord of Hosts. But ye say: Wherein shall
we return?
8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say: Wherein have we robbed thee? In
a
tithes and bofferings. (LeGrand Richards: “In a
revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith at
Kirtland, Ohio, September 11, 1831, the Lord
made very plain the importance of observing the
law of tithing: ‘Behold, now it is called today
until the coming of the Son of Man, and verily it
is a day of sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of
my people; for he that is tithed shall not be
burned at his coming.’ (D&C 64:23.) How could
one's conscience not burn within him upon the
coming of the Son of Man, if he realized that he
had made no contribution to the expense of
establishing God's kingdom in the earth.
Especially would this be so when one realizes
that all that he has, he obtained from the Lord,
who created the earth and the fulness thereof, and
who gave us our lives and our being upon this
earth, with a promise that we might inherit the
earth eternally, if we are faithful. Should we,
then, not be willing to pay something for such an
inheritance? It is not uncommon for a man in this
life to pay money for ten to twenty-five years to
purchase a small plot of ground for his use while
he lives upon the earth. Should he be less
interested in acquiring an eternal inheritance?” (A
Marvelous Work And A Wonder, p. 368-9) It is
not unlikely that the law of tithing was an
important part of the Lord’s plan for the Nephites
as it is for us today. Kent Jackson, Studies in
Scripture, 8:200.)

6 For I am the LORD, I achange not; therefore ye
sons of bJacob are not cconsumed.
7 ¶ Even from the days of your afathers ye are
gone away from mine bordinances, and have not
kept them. cReturn unto me, and I will return
unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said,
Wherein shall we return?
8 ¶ aWill a man brob God? Yet ye have robbed
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In
c
tithes and offerings. (President Spencer W.
Kimball said: “Sometimes we have been a bit
penurious and figured that we had for breakfast
one egg and that cost so many cents and then we
give that to the Lord. I think that when we are
affluent, as many of us are, that we ought to be
very, very generous. I think we should…give,
instead of the amount saved by our two meals of
fasting, perhaps much, much more – ten times
more when we are in a position to do it. CR, Oct.
1974, p. 184. The concept of fast offerings
appears as early as the time of Isaiah when,
speaking of the true fast, he encouraged people to
fast and “to deal thy bread to the hungry, and …
bring the poor that are cast out to thy house.” The
Prophet Joseph instituted the practice of
collecting fast offerings for the poor in Kirtland,
Ohio; and later at Nauvoo, Illinois, the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles sent a general letter to the
Church defining “the principle of fasts,” stating:
“Let this be an ensample to all saints, and there
will never be any lack for bread: When the poor
are starving, let those who have, fast one day and
give what they otherwise would have eaten to the
bishops for the poor, and every one will abound
for a long time; and this is one great and
important principle of fasts approved of the Lord.
And so long as the saints will all live to this
principle with glad hearts and cheerful
countenances they will always have an
abundance.” President Monson, CR Oct 1996 I
have heard bishops and stake presidents say that
the real blessings of the Lord are in the payment
of fast offerings. The beginning of the living of
the Law of Consecration.)
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9 Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed
me, even this whole nation.
10 Bring ye all the atithes into the storehouse, that
there may be bmeat in my house; and prove me
now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will
not open you the cwindows of heaven, and pour
you out a dblessing that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. (Harold B. Lee: The opening
of the windows of heaven, of course, means
revelations from God to him who is willing thus
to sacrifice. Ensign, Nov 1971, 16)
11 And I will rebuke the adevourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit
before the time in the fields, saith the Lord of
Hosts.
12 And all nations shall call you blessed, for ye
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of
Hosts.
13 Your words have been stout against me, saith
the Lord. Yet ye say: What have we spoken
against thee?
14 Ye have asaid: It is bvain to serve God, and
what doth it profit that we have kept his
c
ordinances and that we have walked mournfully
before the Lord of Hosts? (Opposition will come
even to those who follow the Lord.)

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they
that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that
tempt God are even delivered.
16 Then they that feared the Lord aspake often
one to another, and the Lord hearkened and
heard; and a book of bremembrance was written
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name.

9 Ye are acursed with a curse: for ye have robbed
me, even this whole nation.
10 Bring ye all the atithes into the storehouse, that
there may be bmeat in mine house, and cprove me
now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will
not dopen you the ewindows of heaven, and pour
you out a fblessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. (What are the blessings
mentioned? Spiritual, temporal.)
11 And I will arebuke the bdevourer (Satan, those
that would deplete your resources, illnesses, car
trouble, employment difficulties) for your sakes,
and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;
neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the
time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye
shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of
hosts.
13 ¶ Your words have been astout against me,
saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we
spoken so much (the Book of Mormon removes
these 2 words. The JST keeps it in.) against thee?
14 Ye have said, It is avain to serve God: and
what bprofit is it that we have kept his ordinance,
(and what doth it profit that we have kept his
ordinances The JST wording is the name as the
KJV.) and that we have walked mournfully
before the LORD of hosts? (The Lord never
breaks his part of the covenant, it is us that breaks
it. It seems that the wicked prosper and the evil
are elevated.)
15 And now we call the aproud happy; yea, they
that work bwickedness are set up; yea, they that
tempt God are even delivered.
16 ¶ Then they that feared the LORD spake often
one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and
heard it, (the Book of Mormon takes the word
“it” out, but the JST leaves it in.) and a abook of
b
remembrance (The Book of Life, the names of
the sanctified. Adam kept a written account of his
faithful descendants in which he recorded their
faith and works, their righteousness and devotion,
their revelations and visions, and the adherence to
the revealed plan of salvation. To signify the
importance of honoring our worthy ancestors and
of hearkening to the great truths revealed to them,
Adam called his record a book of remembrance.

961

17 And they shall be amine, saith the Lord of
Hosts, in that day when I bmake up my jewels;
(We will be a peculiar treasure to the Lord.) and I
will spare them as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him.
18 Then shall ye return and adiscern between the
righteous and the wicked, between him that
serveth God and him that serveth him not.
(Joseph F. Smith: “By this principle (tithing) the
loyalty of the people of this Church shall be put
to the test. By this principle it shall be known
who is for the kingdom of God and who is against
it. By this principle it shall be seen whose hearts
are set on doing the will of God and keeping His
commandments, thereby sanctifying the land of
Zion unto God, and who are opposed to this
principle and have cut themselves off from the
blessings of Zion. There is a great deal of
importance connected with this principle, for by it
shall be known whether we are faithful or
unfaithful. In this respect it is as essential as faith
in God, as repentance of sin, as baptism for the
remission of sin, or as the laying on of hands for
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Conference Report,
Apr. 1900, p. 47 as taken from Latter-day
Commentary on the Book of Mormon compiled
by K. Douglas Bassett, p. 452))

It was prepared according to the pattern given by
the finger of God. Moses 6:4-6, 46. Mormon
Doctrine, p. 100) was written before him for them
that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his
name.
17 And they shall be amine, saith the LORD of
hosts, in that day when I make up my bjewels; and
I will cspare them, as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him.
18 Then shall ye return, and adiscern between
the righteous and the wicked, between him that
serveth God and him that serveth him not. (We
can return to God by paying tithes. What is the
real purpose of tithing? Paying tithes is a call to
faith.)

3 Nephi 25
At the Second Coming the proud and wicked shall be burned as stubble—Elijah shall return before that
great and dreadful day—Compare Malachi 4. [A.D. 34]
3 Nephi 25
1 aFOR behold, the day cometh that shall bburn as
an oven; and all the cproud, yea, and all that do
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of
Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root
(ancestors) nor branch (posterity). (The ultimate
blessing of the gathering of Israel is sealings in
the temple to ancestors and posterity. The reason
the earth was created was for families to exist
eternally. D&C 49:16 Wherefore, it is lawful that

Malachi 4
1 aFOR, behold, the bday cometh, that shall cburn
as an oven; and all the dproud, yea, and all that do
e
wickedly, shall be (burn as – Moroni to Joseph
Smith) fstubble: and the day that cometh shall
burn them up, (for they that come shall burn
them) saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave
them neither root nor gbranch. (Elder Bruce R.
McConkie suggested that Malachi was quoting
(specifically in Mal 4:1-2) from the words of the
ancient prophet Zenos, whose writings were
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he should have one wife, and they twain shall be
one flesh, and all this that the earth might answer
the end of its creation; )
2 But unto you that fear my name, shall the aSon
of Righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
(That is, power in his extremities, the power that
came from his having had nails driven through
his hands and feet. In short, the Son of
Righteousness came with the power of the
Atonement. DCBM, 4:165) and ye shall go forth
and bgrow up as ccalves in the stall. (Orson Pratt:
“Now, then, all the inhabitants who are spared
from this fire--those who are not proud, and who
do not do wickedly, will be cleansed more fully
and filled with the glory of God…the children
who are born into the world will grow up without
sin unto salvation. Why will this be so? Because
that fallen nature, introduced by the fall, and
transferred from parents to children, from
generation to generation, will be, in a measure,
eradicated by this change. Then the righteous will
go forth, and grow up like calves of the stall; and
one revelation says, their children shall grow up
without sin unto salvation. Satan having no power
to tempt them, these children will not sin.”
(Journal of Discourses, 16:319))
3 And ye shall atread down the wicked; for they
shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of Hosts.
4 Remember ye the law of Moses, my servant,
which I commanded unto him in aHoreb for all
Israel, with the statutes and judgments. (“Upon a
cursory reading of this verse one may wonder
why Jesus is quoting this part of Malachi's
prophecy in light of the fact that the law of Moses
was fulfilled in Christ. The answer could
possibly be that the Lord (and Malachi) were not
referring to the Mosaic code and carnal
commandments but rather to a different law that
was given to Moses in Horeb--a higher law, even
the fulness of the gospel that, because of Israel's
rebelliousness and stiffneckedness, they never
were able to fully receive.” (McConkie, Millet,
and Top, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of
Mormon, vol. 4, p. 166) Joseph Smith: “How
shall God come to the rescue of this generation?
He will send Elijah the prophet. The law revealed
to Moses in Horeb never was revealed to the
children of Israel as a nation. Elijah shall reveal

contained on the plates of brass, but are not found
in the Bible as it stands today. Kent Jackson,
Studies in Scripture 8:197-98)
2 ¶ But unto you that fear my name shall the aSun
of righteousness barise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of
the cstall.

3 And ye shall atread down the wicked; for they
shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.
4 ¶ Remember ye the law of Moses my servant,
which I acommanded unto him in bHoreb for all
Israel, with the statutes and judgments. (The law
revealed to Moses in Horeb never was revealed to
the children of Israel.)
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the covenants to seal the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the children to the fathers.”
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith p. 323))
(These two verses, 5 & 6, were quoted by Joseph
Smith more than any other verses of scriptures.)
5 Behold, I will send you aElijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful bday
of the Lord; (“Elijah did come. He came to the
Kirtland Temple on April 3, 1836. (See D&C
110:13–16.13 After this vision had closed,
another great and glorious avision burst upon us;
for bElijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven
without tasting death, stood before us, and
said: 14 Behold, the time has fully come, which
was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi—
testifying that he [Elijah] should be sent, before
the great and dreadful day of the Lord
come— 15 To aturn the bhearts of the fathers to
the children, and the children to the fathers, lest
the whole earth be smitten with a
curse— 16 Therefore, the akeys of this
b
dispensation are committed into your hands; and
by this ye may know that the great and dreadful
c
day of the Lord is near, even at the doors.)
Jewish literature is replete with the promise and
expectation of Elijah’s coming. That is the last
promise of the Old Testament, in the last verses
of Malachi. And it is Jewish tradition that on the
second night of Passover they must leave open
the door and place at the table head an empty
chair and a goblet full of wine in the expectation
that Elijah may come. It is interesting, especially
in light of that Jewish tradition, that April 3,
1836, was the second day of Passover. The
symbolism is beautiful. Elijah comes, as they
expect, to a home. He comes to a goblet of winethe sacramental wine. He comes to turn hearts,
which is more than changing minds-he turns
hearts to hearts.” (Truman Madsen, The Radiant
Light, p. 106-7) Joseph Fielding Smith: “Among
the Jews [Elijah the Tishbite] finds a place of
honor in their history second to none of the
prophets…It was, I am informed, on the third day
of April, 1836, that the Jews, in their homes at the
Paschal feast, opened their doors for Elijah to
enter. On that very day Elijah did enter-not in the
home of the Jews to partake of the Passover with
them-but he appeared in the house of the Lord,
erected to his name and received by the Lord in

5 ¶ Behold, I will asend you bElijah the prophet
c
before the coming of the dgreat and dreadful eday
of the LORD: (Behold I will reveal unto you the
Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the prophet,
before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of the Lord. – Moroni to JS. These changes are
the same as in D&C 2) (When Moroni appeared
to Joseph Smith he quoted Malachi 4:5-6, but
with significantly different wording from the way
it appears in either the Bible or the Book of
Mormon version. Moroni’s version adds
important doctrinal insights into this prophecy.
For whatever reason Moroni changed the words,
it is clear that the mission of Elijah is significant
to the restoration of the everlasting gospel and
that understanding that mission is essential to
understanding and appreciating the fullness of the
gospel. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught
extensively concerning Malachi’s prophecy and
the critical mission of Elijah. “Elijah was the last
prophet that held the keys of the Priesthood, and
who will, before the last dispensation, restore the
authority and deliver the keys of the priesthood,
in order that all the ordinances may be attended to
in righteousness…Why send Elijah? Because he
holds the keys of the authority to administer in all
the ordinances of the priesthood, and without the
authority is given, the ordinances could not be
administered in righteousness.” TPJS, p. 172. The
fulfillment of this prophecy occurred on April 3,
1836, in the Kirtland Temple, when Elijah
appeared to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery
and restored these keys to the earth in this final
dispensation. DCBM, 4:166.
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Kirtland, and there bestowed his keys to bring to
pass the very things for which these Jews,
assembled in their homes, were seeking.”
(Doctrines of Salvation, 2:100-1) JS-H 1: 38 And
again, he quoted the fifth verse thus: Behold, I
will reveal unto you the aPriesthood, by the hand
of bElijah the prophet, before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the cLord. 39 He also
quoted the next verse differently: And he shall
plant in the hearts of the achildren the bpromises
made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children
shall turn to their fathers. If it were not so, the
whole earth would be utterly wasted at his
coming.)
6 And he shall aturn the heart of the bfathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and csmite the earth with a
curse. (“Now, the word turn here should be
translated bind, or seal. But what is the object of
this important mission? or how is it to be fulfilled?
The keys are to be delivered, the spirit of Elijah is
to come, the Gospel to be established, the Saints of
God gathered, Zion built up, and the Saints to
come up as saviors on Mount Zion. “But how are
they to become saviors on Mount Zion? By
building their temples, erecting their baptismal
fonts, and going forth and receiving all the
ordinances, baptisms, confirmations, washings,
anointings, ordinations and sealing powers upon
their heads, in behalf of all their progenitors who
are dead, and redeem them that they may come
forth in the first resurrection and be exalted to
thrones of glory with them; and herein is the chain
that binds the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the children to the fathers, which fulfills the
mission of Elijah.” (Teachings of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, p. 330) James E. Faust: “Perhaps we
regard the power bestowed by Elijah as something
associated only with formal ordinances performed
in sacred places. But these ordinances become
dynamic and productive of good only as they
reveal themselves in our daily lives. Malachi said
that the power of Elijah would turn the hearts of
the fathers and the children to each other. The
heart is the seat of the emotions and a conduit for
revelation. This sealing power thus reveals itself in
family relationships, in attributes and virtues
developed in a nurturing environment, and in
loving service. These are the cords that bind

6 And he shall aturn (plant in) (Joseph Smith said
the word “turn” should be “seal” or “bind.”
Teachings, p. 330.) the bheart (s) of the cfathers to
the dchildren, (the promises made to the fathers)
and the heart(s) of the echildren (shall turn) to
their fathers, lest I come and fsmite the gearth
with a hcurse. (If it were not so, the whole earth
would be utterly wasted at his coming.)(Elijah
came to the Kirtland Temple on April 3, 1836. A
by-product of this process of being sealed to each
other, is that those on the earth are sealed to those
in heaven and can draw assistance from them.
DHC 6:252 Each generation needs to be welded
to the one before it, such that a whole, complete,
and perfect union can be made. One of the first
things necessary for that union is the organization
of the righteous from every dispensation into one
eternal family. In this way all the keys, powers,
and glories from the days of Adam to the present
are brought together to prepare the earth for the
return of its great King. Though there is no direct
mention of celestial marriage in the Book of
Mormon, it is inconceivable that such blessings
were not available to the people who were worthy
of them. We would assume, also, that inasmuch
as the fullness of the gospel (and the fullness of
the gospel ordinances) was had by the Nephites,
baptisms for the dead were practiced just as they
were in the Old World. The record is, however,
silent on the matter. DCBM, 4:167-168. The
hearts of the fathers and of the children will be
turned to one another when the fathers in the
spirit world, hearing the Gospel preached and
realizing that they must obey the ordinances
thereof, know that their children on the earth are

965

families together, and the priesthood advances
performing those ordinances for them. Teachings
their development.” (Ensign, May 1993, p. 37 as
of Presidents of the Church – David O. McKay,
taken from Latter-day Commentary on the Book of 129)
Mormon compiled by K. Douglas Bassett, p. 456))
3 Nephi 26
Jesus expounds all things from the beginning to the end—Babes and children utter marvelous things
which cannot be written—Those in the Church of Christ have all things in common among them. [A.D.
34]
1 AND now it came to pass that when Jesus had told these things he expounded them unto the
multitude; and he did expound all things unto them, both great and small.
2 And he saith: aThese scriptures, (Malachi 3 & 4) which ye had not with you, the Father commanded
that I should give unto you; for it was wisdom in him that they should be given unto future generations.
(These words are to us today.)
3 And he did expound all things, even from the beginning (from the creation to the Second Coming)
until the atime that he should come in his bglory—yea, even all things which should come upon the face
of the earth, (The Lord tells these Nephites the entire history of the earth, and they were written in the
large plates of Nephi.) even until the celements should melt with fervent heat, (Bruce R. McConkie:
“When the Lord comes in his glory, in flaming fire, that fire will both cleanse the vineyard and burn the
earth. In that day, so intense shall be the heat and so universal the burning, the very elements of which
this earth is composed shall melt. The mountains, high and glorious and made of solid rock, shall melt
like wax. They shall become molten and flow down into the valleys below. The very earth itself, as now
constituted, shall be dissolved. All things shall burn with fervent heat. And out of it all shall come new
heavens and a new earth whereon dwelleth righteousness. It is of these things -- and they, above all else,
show the literal nature of the burning fires that shall attend that dreadful day -- it is of them that we must
now make mention… “Fervent heat -- what is it? It is hot, glowing heat. The word itself comes from the
Latin verb fervere, meaning to boil or to glow. It is the heat of which our revelation, alluding to a
prophecy of Isaiah (Isa. 64:1-3), says: ‘The presence of the Lord shall be as the melting fire that burneth,
and as the fire which causeth the waters to boil.’ (D&C 133:41.) There has as yet been no heat on earth
of such extent and intensity that it could melt the very planet itself. Such is reserved for the day of
burning.” (The Millenial Messiah, p. 526-7)” Orson Pratt: “Here then is a declaration how this earth is to
be cleansed the second time from wickedness, namely, by fire, which is a more powerful element than
water. The earth is to be cleansed by fire; in other words, the elements are to be melted with fervent
heat. This is the declaration of several of the prophets. David, in speaking of this period, in one of his
psalms, says, the mountains shall melt like wax before the presence of the Lord when he shall come (Ps
97:5). You know how wax melts when exposed to the influence of heat. So, when the Lord comes, will
the elements melt and the mountains flow down at his presence with fervent heat. This will cleanse the
earth as it was cleansed in the days of Noah, only by another element called fire. This is typical of the
cleansing of those who embrace the plan of salvation. After you have been immersed, as this earth was,
in the water, and been cleansed and received the remission of your sins, you also have the promise of
baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost, by which you are purified, as well justified and sanctified from all
your evil affections, and you feel to love God and that which is just and true, and to hate that which is
sinful and evil. Why? Because of this sanctifying, purifying principle that comes upon you, by the
baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost. So must this earth be baptized by fire, it must be cleansed from all
sin and impurity. Will it be filled with the Holy Ghost? Yes. These elements that melt like wax before
the presence of the Lord will again be filled with his Spirit and will be renewed, and the earth itself will
be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the channels of the great deep. It will enter into the
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elements of creation, so that the curse which came in consequence of the fall of man will be removed
from the earth, and the elements will be cleansed, not only by fire but by the Spirit of the living God,
which will mingle with and purify them.” (Journal of Discourses, 16:319)) and the earth should be
d
wrapt together as a scroll, and the heavens and the earth should pass away; (“After reciting these
scriptures to the people, the Savior…then explained all things to them ‘from the beginning until the time
that he should come in his glory’ (3 Nephi 26:3). It seems likely that, having just quoted these verses
about Elijah's promised return, the Lord then explained something about Elijah's mission, what it meant
and why it was necessary. Because that mission and the keys of the sealing power that form such an
integral part of it pertain so much to the sacred work carried on in the holy temples of the Lord, it is not
surprising that the text of 3 Nephi does not give us more detail about the Lord's explanations. They were
probably things of such a sacred nature as to be learned by us only in the temple.” (Byron R. Merrill,
Elijah: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, chap. 16))
4 And even unto the agreat and last day, when all people, (Even though there are perhaps billions of
people who have never been exposed to or given the opportunity to learn from the scriptures in
mortality, in the spirit world they all will be taught the everlasting gospel as contained in the holy
scriptures. Hence all people will have full opportunity to learn of and either accept or reject the laws,
principles, ordinances, and commandments that the Lord has revealed to man and commended to be
written in the books. It is in this ultimate sense that the scriptures become the books out of which
mankind will be judged, both here and hereafter, according to their works. Ultimately all people – their
deeds, desires, thoughts, actions, and so forth – will be judged or balanced against the standards that are
recorded in the scriptures – the standards works. DCBM, 4:170) and all kindreds, and all nations and
tongues shall bstand before God, to be judged of their works, whether they be good or whether they be
evil—
5 If they be good, to the aresurrection of everlasting life; and if they be evil, to the resurrection of
damnation; being on a parallel, the one on the one hand and the other on the other hand, according to the
mercy, and the bjustice, and the holiness which is in Christ, who was cbefore the world began.
6 And now there cannot be written in this book even a ahundredth part of the things which Jesus did
truly teach unto the people;
7 But behold the aplates of Nephi do contain the more part of the things which he taught the people. (The
large plates of Nephi.)
8 And these things have I written, which are a alesser part of the things which he taught the people; and I
have written them to the intent that they may be brought again unto this people, bfrom the Gentiles (The
members of the Church in the last days. Israelites who live in a Gentile nation.), according to the words
which Jesus hath spoken.
9 And when they (the people of the last days) shall have received this, which is expedient that they
should have first, to try their faith, and if it shall so be that they shall believe these things then shall the
a
greater things (The greater things will be made known to us in the Lord’s due time, in accordance with
the faith with which we receive what has already been revealed. Kent Jackson, Studies in Scripture,
8:204) be made manifest unto them. (Joseph Fielding Smith: “I would like to call your attention to one
thing in the Book of Mormon. The Lord has promised us greater knowledge, greater understanding than
we find in the Book of Mormon, when we are prepared to receive it. When the brother of Jared went
upon the mount to have the Lord touch stones to give them light to light their way across the great
ocean, the Lord revealed to him the history of this world from the beginning of it to the end. We do not
have it. I am going to read one or two passages of scripture from the Book of Mormon in relation to that
matter. ‘And he’ (that is, Christ) ‘did expound all things, even from the beginning until the time that he
should come in his glory -- yea, even all things which should come upon the face of the earth, even until
the elements should melt with fervent heat, and the earth should be wrapt together as a scroll, and the
heavens and the earth should pass away; . . .’ (3 Nephi 26:3.) All of that was written and given to the
Nephites. We do not have that record, and the Lord said this -- which is concerning us particularly -- and
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Mormon wrote it: (quotes 3 Ne 26:8-10) I say that when the brother of Jared went on the mount, the
Lord revealed the history of this earth to him from the beginning to the end thereof, but we do not have
it. But when the Nephites became righteous, after the visit of the Son of God, the Lord revealed that
record to them, and then when they began to fall away, he took the record away again and hid it up. Here
is what the Lord says about it. ‘And after Christ truly had showed himself unto his people, he
commanded that they should be made manifest.’ (That is, the full record.) And now, after that, they have
all dwindled in unbelief; and there is none save it be the Lamanites, and they have rejected the gospel of
Christ; therefore I am commanded that I should hide them up again in the earth.’ …And in that day that
they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they may become
sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the
unfolding unto them all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of the heavens and
of the earth, and all things that in them are.’ (Ether 4:2,3,7) Now the Lord has placed us on probation as
members of the Church. He has given us the Book of Mormon, which is the lesser part, to build up our
faith through our obedience to the counsels which it contains, and when we ourselves, members of the
Church, are willing to keep the commandments as they have been given to us and show our faith as the
Nephites did for a short period of time, then the Lord is ready to bring forth the other record and give it
to us, but we are not ready now to receive it. Why? Because we have not lived up to the requirements in
this probationary state in the reading of the record which had been given to us and in following its
counsels.” (Conference Report, Oct. 1961, pp. 19-20) Neal A. Maxwell: “So it is that ‘all things must
come to pass in their own time.’ (D&C 64:32.) This is cause and reason for patience and perspective
amidst the macro plan! Such unfoldingness reflects the tutoring of a just and a long-suffering Lord….
Besides, we have a notable lack of capacity to appreciate things that, like water out of a fire hydrant,
come in a rush. Hence the Lord meters out divine disclosure according to what is deserved and usable.
He has warned us: ‘Murmur not because of the things which thou hast not seen, for they are withheld
from thee and from the world, which is wisdom in me in a time to come’ (D&C 25:4.).” (Meek and
Lowly, p. 91))
10 And if it so be that they will not believe these things, then shall the agreater things be bwithheld from
them, unto their condemnation.
11 Behold, I was about to write them, all which were engraven upon the plates of Nephi, but the Lord
a
forbade it, saying: I will btry the faith of my people. (The large plates of Nephi had much of Jesus’
teachings, but when Mormon was abridging the plates, he did not include them in what we have today.)
12 Therefore I, aMormon, do write the things which have been commanded me of the Lord. And now I,
b
Mormon, make an end of my sayings, and proceed to write the things which have been commanded me.
13 Therefore, I would that ye should behold that the Lord truly did teach the people, for the space of
three days; and after that he did ashow himself unto them oft, and did break bbread oft, and bless it, and
give it unto them.
14 And it came to pass that he did teach and minister unto the achildren of the multitude of whom hath
been spoken, and he did bloose their ctongues, and they did speak unto their fathers great and marvelous
things, even greater than he had revealed unto the people; and he loosed their tongues that they could
utter. (Jeffrey R. Holland: “We are left to wonder at the marvelous messages given to these children that
could in any way have been ‘greater than he had revealed unto the people.’ He had spoken of faith,
repentance, baptism, the gift of the Holy Ghost, prayer, the sacrament, the law of Moses, the scattering
and gathering of Israel, the Book of Mormon, the fulness of the covenant, the work of the priesthood,
and his own second coming—to name just a few of the principal topics! What he told the children that
was greater than these is a question of surpassing wonder. On that astonishing note Christ ascended into
heaven, concluding the second day.” (Christ And The New Covenant, p. 299))
15 And it came to pass that after he had ascended into heaven—the second time that he showed himself
unto them, and had gone unto the Father, after having ahealed all their sick, and their lame, and opened
the eyes of their blind and unstopped the ears of the deaf, and even had done all manner of cures among
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them, and raised a man from the bdead, and had shown forth his power unto them, and had ascended
unto the Father—
16 Behold, it came to pass on the morrow that the multitude gathered themselves together, and they both
saw and heard these children; yea, even ababes did open their mouths and utter marvelous things; and
the things which they did utter were bforbidden that there should not any man write them.
17 And it came to pass that the adisciples whom Jesus had chosen began bfrom that time forth to cbaptize
and to teach (Notice that teaching comes after baptism. Some truths are only grasped and appreciated
after the conferral of the gift of the Holy Ghost. DCBM, 4:173) as many as did come unto them; and as
many as were baptized in the name of Jesus were filled with the Holy Ghost. (Joseph Fielding Smith:
“Baptism, as we understand it, is one of the cardinal principles of the gospel, commanded primarily for
the remission of sins, and, secondarily, as the door by which we enter into the Church… When Christ
appeared to the Nephites on this continent, he commanded them to be baptized, although they had been
baptized previously for the remission of their sins. We read how Nephi beheld angels who came and
ministered to him daily; how he baptized all who came to be baptized for the remission of sins; how he
organized the Church; and how he even raised his brother from the dead, since he held the priesthood
(see 3 Ne 7:15-25). Then we read that the Savior commanded Nephi and the people to be baptized again,
because he had organized anew the Church under the gospel. Before that it had been organized under the
law.” (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 2, pp. 332,336))
18 And many of them saw and heard unspeakable things, which are anot lawful to be written. (sacred not
secret. Boyd K. Packer: “Occasionally during the past year I have been asked a question. Usually it
comes as a curious, almost an idle, question about the qualifications to stand as a witness for Christ. The
question they ask is, ‘Have you seen Him?’ “That is a question that I have never asked of another. I have
not asked that question of my brethren in the Quorum.” “That is a question that I have never asked of
another . . . , thinking that it would be so sacred and so personal that one would have to have some
special inspiration, indeed, some authorization, even to ask it. “There are some things just too sacred to
discuss. We know that as it relates to the temples. In our temples, sacred ordinances are performed;
sacred experiences are enjoyed. And yet we do not, because of the nature of them, discuss them outside
those sacred walls. “It is not that they are secret, but they are sacred; not to be discussed, but to be
harbored and to be protected and regarded with the deepest of reverence. “I have come to know what the
prophet Alma meant: “‘. . . It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God; nevertheless they are
laid under a strict command that they shall not impart only according to the portion of his word which he
doth grant unto the children of men, according to the heed and diligence which they give unto him.
“‘And therefore, he that will harden his heart, the same receiveth the lesser portion of the word; and he
that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion of the word, until it is given unto him to
know the mysteries of God until he know them in full.’ (Al. 12:9–10.)” (in Conference Report, Apr.
1971, 123; or Ensign, June 1971, 87). “I heard President Romney once counsel mission presidents and
their wives in Geneva. ‘I do not tell all I know. I have never told my wife all I know, for I found out that
if I talked too lightly of sacred things, thereafter the Lord would not trust me.’” (That All May Be Edified
[1982], 337).)
19 And they taught, and did aminister one to another; and they had ball things ccommon among them,
(law of consecration) every man dealing justly, one with another.
20 And it came to pass that they did do all things even as Jesus had commanded them.
21 And they who were baptized in the name of Jesus were called the achurch of Christ.
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