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Come Follow Me Lesson 45 

Ether 6-11 Nov 16-22 

 

Ether 6 

The Jaredite barges are driven by the winds to the promised land—The people praise the Lord for his 

goodness—Orihah is appointed king over them—Jared and his brother pass away in death.  

1 AND now I, Moroni, proceed to give the record of aJared and his brother. 

2 For it came to pass after the Lord had prepared the astones which the brother of Jared had carried up 

into the mount, the brother of Jared came down out of the mount, and he did put forth the stones into the 

vessels which were prepared, one in each end thereof; and behold, they did give light unto the vessels. 

(Verses 3-12 is a type of our lives) 

3 And thus the Lord caused stones to shine in darkness, to give light (the light of Christ) unto men, 

women, and children, that they might not cross the great waters in darkness. 

4 And it came to pass that when they had prepared all manner of afood, that thereby they might subsist 

upon the water, and also food for their flocks and herds, and bwhatsoever beast or animal or fowl that 

they should carry with them—and it came to pass that when they had done all these things they got 

aboard of their vessels or barges, and set forth into the sea, commending themselves unto the Lord their 

God. 

5 And it came to pass that the Lord God caused that there should be a afurious wind blow upon the face 

of the waters, btowards the promised land; and thus they were tossed upon the waves of the sea before 

the wind. 

6 And it came to pass that they were many times buried in the depths of the sea, because of the mountain 

waves which broke upon them, and also the great and terrible tempests which were caused by the 

fierceness of the wind. 

7 And it came to pass that when they were buried in the deep there was no water that could hurt them, 

their vessels being atight like unto a dish, and also they were tight like unto the bark of Noah; (Hugh 

Nibley: “Truly remarkable is the statement in Ether that the submarine nature of Jared's ships made them 

‘like unto the ark of Noah,’ since that aspect of the ark, perhaps its most characteristic, is not specifically 

mentioned in the Bible, and has led to great confusion among Bible illustrators, ancient, medieval, and 

modern…They lead us directly to the most puzzling problem of all-that of the illumination of the ark, 

for while the window is called a zohar (more properly tsohar), i.e., shiner or illuminator…in a boat 

equipped to go under water other sources for both [light and ventilation] would have to be found, and it 

is in the lighting department that the Jewish sources are most specific.  For the Rabbis do not settle for 

the zohar-the lighter of the Ark-as being simply a window:  for some of them it was rather a miraculous 

light-giving stone…Rabbi Akiba ben Kahmana, for example, says it was a skylight, while Rabbi Levi 

said it was a precious stone.  He quotes R. Phineas as saying that ‘during the whole twelve months that 

Noah was in the Ark he did not require the light of the sun by day or the moon by night, but he had a 

polished gem which he hung up; when it was dim he knew that it was day, and when it shone he knew it 

was night.’” (A Book of Mormon Treasury, p. 140) “The oldest accounts of the ark of Noah, the 

Sumerian ones, describe it as a ‘magur boat,’ peaked at the ends, completely covered but for a door, 

without sails, and completely covered by the waters from time to time, as men and animals rode safe 

within. But the remarkable thing about Jared's boats was their illumination by stones which shone in the 

dark because they had been touched by the finger of the Lord (Ether 3:6, 6:3). The Rabbis tell of a 

mysterious Zohar that illuminated the ark, but for further instruction we must go to much older sources: 

the Pyrophilus is traced back to the Jalakanta stone of India, which shines in the dark and enables its 

owner to pass unharmed beneath the waters; this in turn has been traced back through classical and 

Oriental sources to the Gilgamesh Epic, where Alexander's wonderful Pyrophilus stone turns up as the 
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Plant of Life in the possession of the Babylonian Noah. A large number of ancient traditions, first 

brought together in the present century, justify one in assuming some sort of legendary shining stones in 

the ark of Noah. Whether or not there is any historical reality behind it, the fact is that we now know, 

from sources completely inaccessible to the world of Joseph Smith, that such a tradition actually did 

exist in very ancient times. It is nothing to laugh at after all.” (The Prophetic Book of Mormon, p. 244)) 

therefore when they were encompassed about by many waters they did cry unto the Lord, and he did 

bring them forth again upon the top of the waters. 

8 And it came to pass that the wind did never cease to blow towards the promised land (Our tribulations 

are engineered to send us back to God. There is an opposition to the Lord having on the earth a people, 

called by his name and doing his will. It has been so from the beginning. The Lord never had a people 

who were received with open arms by the world, admired, cherished and respected; on the contrary they 

have been persecuted or totally destroyed from off the earth. The wicked have invariably prevailed over 

the good; it might almost be said that the first bad man killed the first good man. The Latter-day Saints 

have had the same experience to pass through, and when a time of comparative peace has come around, 

as it has sometimes, they are apt to ask, "What is the matter? Have we lost our faith, that the Adversary 

should thus let us alone?" There will come a time, however, in the history of the Saints, when they will 

be tried with peace, prosperity, popularity and riches. Daniel H. Wells, JD 19, From the "Territorial 

Enquirer." Delivered in the Provo Meeting House, Saturday Morning, June 1, 1878. 

(Reported by John C. Graham)) while they were upon the waters; and thus they were adriven forth 

before the wind. (The winds and current of the North Pacific trend eastward. Any craft caught helpless 

in their embrace can easily be carried across the ocean; in fact, there are records to show that, for 

example, between 1775 and 1875 about twenty Japanese junks were blown, against their will, to the 

west coast of America and deposited at various points between Alaska and Mexico. If Japanese vessels 

in the last century, why not Chinese or Indian or Malaysian during all the long centuries that preceded 

the arrival of Columbus? There must have been a certain number that ended a storm-tossed journey on 

this side of the Pacific. Perhaps a few of the hardier spirits among their crews risked the long sail back 

home, but most must have chosen to live on where they landed. Eventually they either died out or 

became wholly absorbed, leaving behind only tantalizing indirect reminiscences of their presence such 

as art motifs, pottery shapes, and the like. Jamake Highwater, Native Land Sagas of the Indian 

Americas, p. 16. Because the Jaredite barges were watertight, they could be "buried in the deep" without 

harm to their passengers. It was this construction that made necessary the special system of lighting 

(sixteen transparent stones) designed by the brother of Jared and put into operation by the finger of the 

Lord. The King James Version of the Old Testament reports that Noah's ark was to have a "window" for 

a light: "A window shalt thou make to the ark." (Gen. 6:16.) However, some modern Jewish translators 

of the Hebrew text render this passage: "A light shalt thou make to the ark." The word in question, 

tsohar, in the dual form means "noon" or "midday." Ancient Jewish legend relates that it was not just a 

light in the ark but was actually "a precious stone which illuminated the whole interior of the Ark." 

Andrew Skinner, Studies in Scripture, 8:265) 

9 And they did asing praises unto the Lord; yea, the brother of Jared did sing praises unto the Lord, and 

he did bthank and praise the Lord all the day long; and when the night came, they did not cease to praise 

the Lord. 

10 And thus they were driven forth; and no monster of the sea could break them, neither awhale that 

could mar them; and they did have light continually, whether it was above the water or under the water. 

11 And thus they were driven forth, athree hundred and forty and four days upon the water. (Even 

though the Jaredites traveled for a very long time, Noah and his family had to suffer even longer. Noah 

and his family remained on the ark for a record 366 days (see Gen 7:11-13; 8:14-16). “Their mode of 

travel from the shores of Asia was in barges ‘upon the waters,’ and their motivated power was furnished 

by ‘furious winds’ (v. 5).  Quite probably their route was in the Japan Current, which travels from east to 

west at a rate of between twelve and twenty-one miles a day, and if the Pacific is about seven thousand 
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miles across, the ‘three hundred and forty and four days’ that they were upon the water would be pretty 

well consumed.  They disembarked near the land called Desolation by the Nephites, ‘it being the place 

of their first landing’ (Alma 22:30).” (A. L. Zobell, Sr., A Book of Mormon Treasury, p. 169)) 

12 And they did aland upon the shore of the bpromised land. And when they had set their feet upon the 

shores of the promised land they bowed themselves down upon the face of the land, and did humble 

themselves before the Lord, and did shed tears of joy before the Lord, because of the multitude of his 
ctender mercies over them. (One day we will look back at our mortal lives and know that everything we 

experienced was for our eternal good. That which has happened will happen again. This exodus story of 

Jared will also occur to the Saints prior to the Second Coming.) 

13 And it came to pass that they went forth upon the face of the land, and began to till the earth. 

14 And Jared had four asons; and they were called Jacom, and Gilgah, and Mahah, and Orihah. 

15 And the brother of Jared also begat sons and daughters. 

16 And the afriends of Jared and his brother were in number about twenty and two souls; and they also 

begat sons and daughters before they came to the promised land; and therefore they began to be many. 

17 And they were taught to awalk humbly before the Lord; and they were also btaught from on high. 

18 And it came to pass that they began to spread upon the face of the land, and to multiply and to till the 

earth; and they did wax strong in the land. 

19 And the brother of Jared began to be old, and saw that he must soon go down to the grave; wherefore 

he said unto Jared: Let us gather together our people that we may number them, that we may know of 

them what they will desire of us before we go down to our graves. 

20 And accordingly the people were gathered together. Now the number of the sons and the daughters of 

the brother of Jared were twenty and two souls; and the number of sons and daughters of Jared were 

twelve, he having four sons. 

21 And it came to pass that they did number their people; and after that they had numbered them, they 

did desire of them the things which they would that they should do before they went down to their 

graves. 

22 And it came to pass that the people desired of them that they should aanoint one of their sons to be a 

king over them. (Why not have a king? Because the Lord is supposed to be our king.) 

23 And now behold, this was grievous unto them. And the brother of Jared said unto them: Surely this 

thing aleadeth into captivity. (Good kings are great, but we can’t always be sure they will stay good. A 

bad king will ruin the entire nation.) 

24 But Jared said unto his brother: Suffer them that they may have a king. And therefore he said unto 

them: Choose ye out from among our sons a king, even whom ye will. 

25 And it came to pass that they chose even the firstborn of the brother of Jared; and his name was 

Pagag. And it came to pass that he refused and would not be their aking. And the people would that his 

father should constrain him, but his father would not; and he commanded them that they should 

constrain no man to be their king. 

26 And it came to pass that they chose all the brothers of Pagag, and they would not. 

27 And it came to pass that neither would the asons of Jared, even all save it were one; and bOrihah was 

anointed to be king over the people. 

28 And he began to reign, and the people began to aprosper; and they became exceedingly rich. 

29 And it came to pass that Jared died, and his brother also. 

30 And it came to pass that Orihah did walk humbly before the Lord, and did remember how great 

things the Lord had done for his father, and also taught his people how great things the Lord had done 

for their fathers. 
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Ether 7 

 

(The book of Ether stands as a second witness to several of the great lessons of life which are taught so 

forcefully in the Nephite record. Chapters 7-11 include the following teachings: 1. The perils and results 

of the reigns of wicked kings. 2. The purpose, means of growth, and final end of a people who uphold 

secret combinations. 3. America: a land choice above all other lands. 4. The power of faith and the 

results of gospel living. 5. The important place of prophets and the plight of those who reject their 

words. 6. The sending of natural disasters to humble the people. 7. The reality and power of Jehovah, 

Jesus Christ. DCBM, 4:290-292.) 

Orihah reigns in righteousness—Amid usurpation and strife the rival kingdoms of Shule and Cohor are 

set up—Prophets condemn the wickedness and idolatry of the people, who then repent.  

1 AND it came to pass that Orihah did execute judgment upon the land in righteousness all his days, 

whose days were exceedingly many. 

2 And he begat sons and daughters; yea, he begat thirty and one, among whom were twenty and three 

sons. 

3 And it came to pass that he also begat aKib in his bold age. And it came to pass that Kib reigned in his 

stead; and Kib begat Corihor. 

4 And when Corihor was thirty and two years old he rebelled against his father, and went over and dwelt 

in the land of Nehor; and he begat sons and daughters, and they became exceedingly fair; wherefore 

Corihor drew away many people after him. 

5 And when he had gathered together an army he came up unto the land of aMoron where the king 

dwelt, and took him captive, which bbrought to pass the saying of the brother of Jared that they would be 

brought into captivity. 

6 Now the aland of Moron, where the king dwelt, was near the land which is called Desolation by the 

Nephites. 

7 And it came to pass that Kib dwelt in acaptivity, and his people under Corihor his son, until he became 

exceedingly old; nevertheless Kib begat Shule in his old age, while he was yet in captivity. 

8 And it came to pass that Shule was angry with his brother; and Shule waxed strong, and became 

mighty as to the strength of a man; and he was also mighty in judgment. 

9 Wherefore, he came to the hill Ephraim, and he did molten out of the hill, and made swords out of 
asteel for those whom he had drawn away with him; and after he had armed them with swords he 

returned to the city Nehor, and gave battle unto his brother Corihor, by which means he obtained the 

kingdom and restored it unto his father Kib. 

10 And now because of the thing which Shule had done, his father bestowed upon him the kingdom; 

therefore he began to reign in the stead of his father. 

11 And it came to pass that he did execute judgment in righteousness; and he did spread his kingdom 

upon all the face of the land, for the people had become exceedingly numerous. 

12 And it came to pass that Shule also begat many sons and daughters. 

13 And Corihor repented of the many evils which he had done; wherefore Shule gave him power in his 

kingdom. 

14 And it came to pass that Corihor had many sons and daughters. And among the sons of Corihor there 

was one whose name was Noah. 

15 And it came to pass that Noah rebelled against Shule, the king, and also his father Corihor, and drew 

away Cohor his brother, and also all his brethren and many of the people. 

16 And he gave battle unto Shule, the king, in which he did obtain the land of their afirst inheritance; and 

he became a king over that part of the land. 

17 And it came to pass that he gave battle again unto Shule, the king; and he took Shule, the king, and 
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carried him away captive into Moron. 

18 And it came to pass as he was about to put him to death, the sons of Shule crept into the house of 

Noah by night and slew him, and broke down the door of the prison and brought out their father, and 

placed him upon his throne in his own kingdom. 

19 Wherefore, the son of Noah did build up his kingdom in his stead; nevertheless they did not gain 

power any more over Shule the king, and the people who were under the reign of Shule the king did 

prosper exceedingly and wax great. 

20 And the country was adivided; and there were two kingdoms, the kingdom of Shule, and the kingdom 

of Cohor, the son of Noah. 

21 And Cohor, the son of Noah, caused that his people should give battle unto Shule, in which Shule did 

beat them and did slay Cohor. 

22 And now Cohor had a son who was called Nimrod; and Nimrod gave up the kingdom of Cohor unto 

Shule, and he did gain favor in the eyes of Shule; wherefore Shule did bestow great favors upon him, 

and he did do in the kingdom of Shule according to his desires. 

23 And also in the reign of Shule there came aprophets among the people, who were sent from the Lord, 

prophesying that the wickedness and bidolatry of the people was bringing a curse upon the land, and they 

should be destroyed if they did not repent. 

24 And it came to pass that the people did arevile against the prophets, and did mock them. And it came 

to pass that king Shule did execute judgment against all those who did revile against the prophets. 

25 And he did execute a law throughout all the land, which gave power unto the prophets that they 

should go whithersoever they would; and by this cause the people were brought unto repentance. 

26 And because the people did repent of their iniquities and idolatries the Lord did spare them, and they 

began to prosper again in the land. And it came to pass that Shule abegat sons and daughters in his old 

age. 

27 And there were no more wars in the days of Shule; and he remembered the great things that the Lord 

had done for his fathers in bringing them aacross the great deep into the promised land; wherefore he did 

execute judgment in righteousness all his days. 

Ether 8 

There is strife and contention over the kingdom—Akish forms an oath-bound secret combination to slay 

the king—Secret combinations are of the devil and result in the destruction of nations—Modern Gentiles 

are warned against the secret combination which shall seek to overthrow the freedom of all lands, 

nations, and countries.  

1 AND it came to pass that he begat Omer, and Omer reigned in his stead. And Omer begat Jared; and 

Jared begat sons and daughters. 

2 And Jared rebelled against his father, and came and dwelt in the land of Heth. And it came to pass that 

he did aflatter many people, because of his cunning words, until he had gained the half of the kingdom. 

3 And when he had gained the half of the kingdom he gave battle unto his father, and he did carry away 

his father into captivity, and did make him serve in captivity; 

4 And now, in the days of the reign of Omer he was in acaptivity the half of his days. And it came to 

pass that he begat sons and daughters, among whom were Esrom and Coriantumr; 

5 And they were exceedingly angry because of the doings of Jared their brother, insomuch that they did 

raise an army and gave battle unto Jared. And it came to pass that they did give battle unto him by night.  

6 And it came to pass that when they had slain the army of Jared they were about to slay him also; and 

he plead with them that they would not slay him, and he would give up the kingdom unto his father. And 

it came to pass that they did grant unto him his life. 

7 And now Jared became exceedingly asorrowful because of the loss of the kingdom, for he had set his 

http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/7/20a#20a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/7/23a#23a
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/7/23b#23b
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/7/24a#24a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/7/26a#26a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/7/27a#27a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/8/2a#2a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/8/4a#4a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/ether/8/7a#7a


 1068 

heart upon the kingdom and upon the glory of the world. 

8 Now the daughter of Jared being exceedingly expert, and seeing the sorrows of her father, thought to 

devise a plan whereby she could redeem the kingdom unto her father. 

9 Now the daughter of Jared was exceedingly fair. And it came to pass that she did talk with her father, 

and said unto him: Whereby hath my father so much sorrow? Hath he not read the arecord which our 

fathers brought across the great deep? Behold, is there not an baccount concerning them of cold, that they 

by their dsecret plans did obtain kingdoms and great glory? (The Jaredites brought their records with 

them. What exactly there were we do not know. This record was not written by Moses since he had not 

been born yet. Could it be a copy of the record kept by Adam? Who knows?) 

10 And now, therefore, let my father send for Akish, the son of Kimnor; and behold, I am fair, and I will 

dance before him, and I will please him, that he will desire me to wife; wherefore if he shall desire of 

thee that ye shall give unto him me to wife, then shall ye say: I will give her if ye will bring unto me the 
ahead of my father, the king. 

11 And now Omer was a friend to Akish; wherefore, when Jared had sent for Akish, the daughter of 

Jared danced before him that she pleased him, insomuch that he desired her to wife. And it came to pass 

that he said unto Jared: Give her unto me to wife. 

12 And Jared said unto him: I will give her unto you, if ye will bring unto me the head of my father, the 

king. 

13 And it came to pass that Akish gathered in unto the house of Jared all his kinsfolk, and said unto 

them: Will ye swear unto me that ye will be faithful unto me in the thing which I shall desire of you? 

14 And it came to pass that they all asware unto him, by the God of heaven, and also by the heavens, and 

also by the earth, and by their heads, that whoso should vary from the assistance which Akish desired 

should lose his head; and whoso should divulge whatsoever thing Akish made known unto them, the 

same should lose his life. 

15 And it came to pass that thus they did agree with aAkish. And Akish did administer unto them the 

oaths which were given by them of old who also sought power, which had been handed down even from 
bCain, who was a murderer from the beginning. 

16 And they were kept up by the apower of the devil to administer these oaths unto the people, to keep 

them in darkness, to help such as sought power to gain power, and to murder, and to plunder, and to lie, 

and to commit all manner of wickedness and whoredoms. 

17 And it was the daughter of Jared who put it into his heart to search up these things of old; and Jared 

put it into the heart of Akish; wherefore, Akish administered it unto his kindred and friends, leading 

them away by fair promises to do whatsoever thing he desired. 

18 And it came to pass that they formed a secret acombination, even as they of old; which combination 

is most abominable and wicked above all, in the sight of God; 

19 For the Lord worketh not in secret combinations, neither doth he will that man should shed blood, but 

in all things hath forbidden it, from the beginning of man. 

20 And now I, Moroni, do not write the manner of their oaths and combinations, for it hath been made 

known unto me that they are had aamong all people, and they are had among the Lamanites. 

21 And they have caused the adestruction of this people of whom I am now speaking, and also the 

destruction of the people of Nephi. 

22 And whatsoever anation shall uphold such secret combinations, to get power and gain, until they shall 

spread over the nation, behold, they shall be destroyed; for the Lord will not suffer that the bblood of his 

saints, which shall be shed by them, shall always cry unto him from the ground for cvengeance upon 

them and yet he avenge them not. (M. Russell Ballard: “The Book of Mormon teaches that secret 

combinations engaged in crime present a serious challenge, not just to individuals and families but to 

entire civilizations. Among today’s secret combinations are gangs, drug cartels, and organized crime 

families. The secret combinations of our day function much like the Gadianton robbers of the Book of 

Mormon times. They have secret signs and code words. They participate in secret rites and initiation 
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ceremonies. Among their purposes are to ‘murder, and plunder, and steal, and commit whoredoms and 

all manner of wickedness, contrary to the laws of their country and also the laws of their God’ [Helaman 

6:23]” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1997, 51; or Ensign, Nov. 1997, 38).) 

23 Wherefore, O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in God that these things should be shown unto you, (The 

book of Ether is to serve as a second witness that those who do not worship Jesus Christ will be swept 

off the continent.) that thereby ye may repent of your sins, and suffer not that these murderous 

combinations shall get above you, which are built up to get apower and gain—and the work, yea, even 

the work of bdestruction come upon you, yea, even the sword of the justice of the Eternal God shall fall 

upon you, to your overthrow and destruction if ye shall suffer these things to be. 

24 Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall see these things come among you that ye shall 

awake to a sense of your awful situation, because of this asecret combination which shall be among you; 

or wo be unto it, because of the blood of them who have been slain; for they cry from the dust for 

vengeance upon it, and also upon those who built it up. (Ezra Taft Benson: “I testify that wickedness is 

rapidly expanding in every segment of our society (see D&C 1:14–16, 84:49–53). It is more highly 

organized, more cleverly disguised, and more powerfully promoted than ever before. Secret 

combinations lusting for power, gain, and glory are flourishing” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1988, 103; 

or Ensign, Nov. 1988, 87).) 

25 For it cometh to pass that whoso buildeth it up seeketh to overthrow the afreedom of all lands, 

nations, and countries; and it bringeth to pass the destruction of all people, for it is built up by the devil, 

who is the father of all lies; even that same liar who bbeguiled our first parents, yea, even that same liar 

who hath caused man to commit murder from the beginning; who hath chardened the hearts of men that 

they have dmurdered the prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out from the beginning. 

26 Wherefore, I, Moroni, am commanded to write these things that evil may be done away, and that the 

time may come that Satan may have ano power upon the hearts of the children of men, (This is to occur 

during the Millennium generally, but we can bind Satan now by our righteousness.) but that they may be 
bpersuaded to do good continually, that they may come unto the fountain of all crighteousness and be 

saved. (Joseph Smith said that the Book of Mormon was the “keystone of our religion” and the “most 

correct” book on earth. (DHC, vol. 6, p. 56.) This most correct book on earth states that the downfall of 

two great American civilizations came as a result of secret conspiracies whose desire was to overthrow 

the freedom of the people. “And they have caused the destruction of this people of whom I am now 

speaking,” says Moroni, “and also the destruction of the people of Nephi.” (Ether 8:21.) Now 

undoubtedly Moroni could have pointed out many factors that led to the destruction of the people, but 

notice how he singled out the secret combinations, just as the Church today could point out many threats 

to peace, prosperity, and the spread of God’s work, but it has singled out the greatest threat as the 

godless conspiracy. There is no conspiracy theory in the Book of Mormon —it is a conspiracy fact. 

Then Moroni speaks to us in this day and says, “Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall 

see these things come among you that ye shall awake to a sense of your awful situation, because of this 

secret combination which shall be among you” (Ether 8:14.) The Book of Mormon further warns that 

“whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combinations, to get power and gain, until they shall spread 

over the nation, behold they shall be destroyed. …” (Ether 8:22.) This scripture should alert us to what is 

ahead unless we repent, because there is no question but that as people of the free world, we are 

increasingly upholding many of the evils of the adversary today. By court edict godless conspirators can 

run for government office, teach in our schools, hold office in labor unions, work in our defense plants, 

serve in our merchant marines, etc. As a nation, we are helping to underwrite many evil revolutionaries 

in our country. Now we are assured that the Church will remain on the earth until the Lord comes 

again—but at what price? The Saints in the early days were assured that Zion would be established in 

Jackson County, but look at what their unfaithfulness cost them in bloodshed and delay. President Clark 

warned us that “we stand in danger of losing our liberties, and that once lost, only blood will bring them 

back; and once lost, we of this church will, in order to keep the Church going forward, have more 
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sacrifices to make and more persecutions to endure than we have yet known. …” (CR, April 1944, p. 

116.) And he stated that if the conspiracy “comes here it will probably come in its full vigor and there 

will be a lot of vacant places among those who guide and direct, not only this government, but also this 

Church of ours.” (CR, April 1952.) Ezra Taft Benson, CR, Apr 1972, p. 51) 

 

Ether 9 

The kingdom passes from one to another by descent and intrigue and murder—Emer saw the Son of 

Righteousness—Many prophets cry repentance—A famine and poisonous serpents plague the people.  

1 AND now I, Moroni, proceed with my record. Therefore, behold, it came to pass that because of the 
asecret combinations of Akish and his friends, behold, they did overthrow the kingdom of Omer. 

2 Nevertheless, the Lord was merciful unto Omer, and also to his sons and to his daughters who did not 

seek his destruction. 

3 And the Lord awarned Omer in a dream that he should depart out of the land; wherefore Omer 
bdeparted out of the land with his family, and traveled many days, and came over and passed by the hill 

of cShim, and came over by the place dwhere the Nephites were destroyed, and from thence eastward, 

and came to a place which was called Ablom, by the seashore, and there he pitched his tent, and also his 

sons and his daughters, and all his household, save it were Jared and his family. 

4 And it came to pass that Jared was anointed king over the people, by the hand of wickedness; and he 

gave unto Akish his daughter to wife. 

5 And it came to pass that Akish asought the life of his father-in-law; and he applied unto those whom he 

had sworn by the boath of the ancients, and they obtained the head of his father-in-law, as he sat upon his 

throne, giving audience to his people. 

6 For so great had been the spreading of this wicked and secret society that it had corrupted the hearts of 

all the people; therefore Jared was murdered upon his throne, and Akish reigned in his stead. 

7 And it came to pass that Akish began to be ajealous of his son, therefore he shut him up in prison, and 

kept him upon little or no food until he had suffered death. 

8 And now the brother of him that suffered death, (and his name was Nimrah) was angry with his father 

because of that which his father had done unto his brother. 

9 And it came to pass that Nimrah gathered together a small number of men, and fled out of the land, 

and came over and dwelt with Omer.  

10 And it came to pass that Akish begat other sons, and they won the hearts of the people, 

notwithstanding they had sworn unto him to do all manner of iniquity according to that which he 

desired. 

11 Now the people of Akish were desirous for gain, even as Akish was desirous for apower; wherefore, 

the sons of Akish did offer them bmoney, by which means they drew away the more part of the people 

after them. 

12 And there began to be a war between the sons of Akish and Akish, which lasted for the space of 

many years, yea, unto the destruction of nearly all the people of the kingdom, yea, even all, save it were 

thirty souls, and they who fled with the house of Omer. 

13 Wherefore, Omer was restored again to the aland of his inheritance. 

14 And it came to pass that Omer began to be old; nevertheless, in his old age he begat Emer; and he 

anointed Emer to be king to reign in his stead. 

15 And after that he had anointed Emer to be king he saw peace in the land for the space of two years, 

and he died, having seen exceedingly many days, which were full of sorrow. And it came to pass that 

Emer did reign in his stead, and did fill the steps of his father. 

16 And the Lord began again to take the curse from off the land, and the house of Emer did prosper 

exceedingly under the reign of Emer; and in the space of sixty and two years they had become 
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exceedingly strong, insomuch that they became exceedingly rich— 

17 Having aall manner of fruit, and of grain, and of bsilks, and of fine linen, and of cgold, and of silver, 

and of precious things; 

18 And also aall manner of cattle, of oxen, and cows, and of sheep, and of swine, and of goats, and also 

many other kinds of animals which were useful for the food of man. 

19 And they also had ahorses, and asses, and there were elephants and cureloms and cumoms; all of 

which were useful unto man, and more especially the elephants and cureloms and cumoms. (I think it 

quite significant that the Book of Mormon associates elephants only with the Jaredites, since there is no 

apparent reason why they should not have been as common in the fifth as in the fifteenth century B.C. 

All we know is that they became extinct in large parts of Asia somewhere between those dates, as they 

did likewise in the New World, to follow the Book of Mormon, leaving only the written records of men 

to testify of their existence. "They have plenty of iron, accarum, and andanicum," says Marco Polo of 

the people of Kobian. "Here they make mirrors of highly polished steel, of large size and very 

handsome." The thing to note here is not primarily the advanced state of steelworking in Central Asia, 

though that as we have seen is significant, but the fact that no one knows for sure what accarum and 

andanicum are. Marco knew, of course, but since the things didn't exist in Europe there was no western 

word for them and so all he could do was to call them by their only names. It is just so with the cureloms 

and cumoms of Ether 9:19. These animals were unknown to the Nephites, and so Moroni leaves the 

words untranslated, or else though known to the Nephites, they are out of our experience so that our 

language has no name to call them by. They were simply breeds of those "many other kinds of animals 

which were useful for the food of man" (Ether 9:18).  Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of 

the Jaredites, p. 217-218) 

20 And thus the Lord did pour out his blessings upon this land, which was achoice above all other lands; 

and he commanded that whoso should possess the land should possess it unto the Lord, or they should 

be bdestroyed when they were ripened in iniquity; for upon such, saith the Lord: I will pour out the 

fulness of my wrath. 

21 And Emer did execute judgment in righteousness all his days, and he begat many sons and daughters; 

and he begat Coriantum, and he anointed Coriantum to reign in his stead. 

22 And after he had anointed Coriantum to reign in his stead he lived four years, and he saw peace in the 

land; yea, and he even saw the aSon of Righteousness, and did rejoice and glory in his day; and he died 

in peace. 

23 And it came to pass that Coriantum did walk in the steps of his father, and did build many mighty 

cities, and did administer that which was good unto his people in all his days. And it came to pass that 

he had no children even until he was exceedingly aold. 

24 And it came to pass that his wife died, being an hundred and two years old. And it came to pass that 

Coriantum took to wife, in his old age, a young maid, and begat sons and daughters; wherefore he lived 

until he was an hundred and forty and two years old. 

25 And it came to pass that he begat Com, and Com reigned in his stead; and he reigned forty and nine 

years, and he begat Heth; and he also begat other sons and daughters. (Moroni compressed several 

hundred years in chapters 9-11 of Ether. We read 9:15-25 carefully because it describes an atypical 

period of over 225 years of peace, perhaps somewhat similar to that in 4 Nephi. Moroni supplied little 

description of these years except that the people enjoyed harmony and plenty, with even an appearance 

of the Son of Righteousness to Emer. Catherine Thomas, Studies in Scripture, 8:272) 

26 And the people had spread again over all the face of the land, and there began again to be an 

exceedingly great wickedness upon the face of the land, and aHeth began to embrace the secret plans 

again of old, to destroy his father. 

27 And it came to pass that he did dethrone his father, for he slew him with his own sword; and he did 

reign in his stead. 

28 And there came prophets in the land aagain, crying repentance unto them—that they must prepare the 
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way of the Lord or there should come a curse upon the face of the land; yea, even there should be a great 

famine, in which they should be destroyed if they did not repent. (The Lord always warns us to repent.) 

29 But the people believed not the words of the prophets, but they cast them out; and some of them they 

cast into apits and left them to perish. And it came to pass that they did all these things according to the 

commandment of the king, Heth. (Wicked rulers can cause the people also to sin, like King Noah.) 

30 And it came to pass that there began to be a great adearth upon the land, and the inhabitants began to 

be destroyed exceedingly fast because of the dearth, for there was no rain upon the face of the earth. 

(The Lord often causes these natural disasters to occur to try to humble us into repenting.) 

31 And there came forth apoisonous serpents also upon the face of the land, and did poison many people. 

And it came to pass that their flocks began to flee before the poisonous serpents, towards the land 
bsouthward, which was called by the Nephites cZarahemla. 

32 And it came to pass that there were many of them which did perish by the way; nevertheless, there 

were some which fled into the land southward. 

33 And it came to pass that the Lord did cause the aserpents that they should pursue them no more, but 

that they should hedge up the way that the people could not pass, that whoso should attempt to pass 

might fall by the poisonous serpents. 

34 And it came to pass that the people did follow the course of the beasts, and did devour the acarcasses 

of them which fell by the way, until they had devoured them all. Now when the people saw that they 

must bperish they began to crepent of their iniquities and cry unto the Lord. (The disasters are having 

their proper effect.) 

35 And it came to pass that when they had ahumbled themselves sufficiently before the Lord he did send 

rain upon the face of the earth; and the people began to revive again, and there began to be fruit in the 

north countries, and in all the countries round about. And the Lord did show forth his power unto them 

in preserving them from famine. 

Ether 10  

One king succeeds another—Some of the kings are righteous; others are wicked—When righteousness 

prevails, the people are blessed and prospered by the Lord.  

1 AND it came to pass that Shez, who was a descendant of Heth—for aHeth had perished by the famine, 

and all his household save it were Shez—wherefore, Shez began to build up again a broken people. 

2 And it came to pass that Shez did remember the destruction of his fathers, and he did build up a 

righteous kingdom; for he remembered what the Lord had done in bringing Jared and his brother aacross 

the deep; and he did walk in the ways of the Lord; and he begat sons and daughters. 

3 And his eldest son, whose name was Shez, did arebel against him; nevertheless, Shez was smitten by 

the hand of a robber, because of his exceeding riches, which brought peace again unto his father. 

4 And it came to pass that his father did build up many cities upon the face of the land, and the people 

began again to spread over all the face of the land. And Shez did live to an exceedingly old age; and he 

begat Riplakish. And he died, and Riplakish reigned in his stead. 

5 And it came to pass that Riplakish did not do that which was right in the sight of the Lord, for he did 

have many wives and aconcubines, and did lay that upon men’s shoulders which was grievous to be 

borne; yea, he did btax them with heavy taxes; and with the taxes he did build many spacious buildings. 

6 And he did erect him an exceedingly beautiful throne; and he did build many prisons, and whoso 

would not be subject unto taxes he did acast into prison; and whoso was not able to pay taxes he did cast 

into prison; and he did cause that they should labor continually for their support; and whoso refused to 

labor he did cause to be put to death. 

7 Wherefore he did obtain all his fine work, yea, even his fine agold he did cause to be refined in prison; 

and all manner of fine bworkmanship he did cause to be wrought in prison. And it came to pass that he 
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did afflict the people with his whoredoms and abominations. 

8 And when he had reigned for the space of forty and two years the people did rise up in rebellion 

against him; and there began to be war again in the land, insomuch that Riplakish was killed, and his 

descendants were driven out of the land. 

9 And it came to pass after the space of many years, Morianton, (he being a descendant of Riplakish) 

gathered together an army of outcasts, and went forth and gave battle unto the people; and he gained 

power over many cities; and the war became exceedingly sore, and did last for the space of many years; 

and he did gain power over all the land, and did establish himself king over all the land. 

10 And after that he had established himself king he did ease the burden of the people, by which he did 

gain favor in the eyes of the people, and they did anoint him to be their king. 

11 And he did do justice unto the people, but not unto himself because of his many awhoredoms; 

wherefore he was cut off from the presence of the Lord. 

12 And it came to pass that Morianton built up many cities, and the people became exceedingly rich 

under his reign, both in buildings, and in agold and silver, and in raising grain, and in flocks, and herds, 

and such things which had been restored unto them. 

13 And Morianton did live to an exceedingly great age, and then he begat Kim; and Kim did reign in the 

stead of his father; and he did reign eight years, and his father died. And it came to pass that Kim did 
anot reign in righteousness, wherefore he was not favored of the Lord. 

14 And his brother did rise up in rebellion against him, by which he did bring him into acaptivity; and he 

did remain in captivity all his days; and he begat sons and daughters in captivity, and in his old age he 

begat Levi; and he died. 

15 And it came to pass that Levi did serve in captivity after the death of his father, for the space of forty 

and two years. And he did make war against the king of the land, by which he did obtain unto himself 

the kingdom. 

16 And after he had obtained unto himself the kingdom he did that which was right in the sight of the 

Lord; and the people did prosper in the land; and he did live to a good aold age, and begat sons and 

daughters; and he also begat Corom, whom he anointed king in his stead. 

17 And it came to pass that Corom did that which was good in the sight of the Lord all his days; and he 

begat many sons and daughters; and after he had seen many days he did pass away, even like unto the 

rest of the earth; and Kish reigned in his stead. 

18 And it came to pass that Kish passed away also, and Lib reigned in his stead. 

19 And it came to pass that Lib also did that which was good in the sight of the Lord. And in the days of 

Lib the apoisonous serpents were destroyed. Wherefore they did go into the land southward, to hunt food 

for the people of the land, for the land was covered with animals of the forest. And Lib also himself 

became a great bhunter. 

20 And they built a great city by the anarrow neck of land, by the place where the sea divides the land. 

21 And they did preserve the land asouthward for a wilderness, to get game. And the whole face of the 

land northward was covered with inhabitants. 

22 And they were exceedingly aindustrious, and they did buy and sell and btraffic one with another, that 

they might get gain. (Sounds like the USA) 

23 And they did awork in all manner of bore, and they did make gold, and silver, and ciron, and dbrass, 

and all manner of metals; and they did dig it out of the earth; wherefore, they did cast up mighty heaps 

of earth to get ore, of gold, and of silver, and of iron, and of copper. And they did ework all manner of 

fine work. 

24 And they did have asilks, and fine-twined blinen; and they did work all manner of ccloth, that they 

might clothe themselves from their nakedness. 

25 And they did make all manner of tools to till the earth, both to plow and to sow, to reap and to hoe, 

and also to thrash. 

26 And they did make all manner of tools with which they did work their beasts. 
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27 And they did make all manner of aweapons of war. And they did work all manner of work of 

exceedingly curious workmanship. 

28 And never could be a people more blessed than were they, and more prospered by the hand of the 

Lord. And they were in a land that was choice above all lands, for the Lord had spoken it. 

29 And it came to pass that Lib did live many years, and begat sons and daughters; and he also begat 

Hearthom. 

30 And it came to pass that Hearthom reigned in the stead of his father. And when Hearthom had 

reigned twenty and four years, behold, the kingdom was taken away from him. And he served many 

years in acaptivity, yea, even all the remainder of his days. 

31 And he begat Heth, and Heth lived in captivity all his days. And Heth begat Aaron, and Aaron dwelt 

in captivity all his days; and he begat Amnigaddah, and Amnigaddah also dwelt in captivity all his days; 

and he begat Coriantum, and Coriantum dwelt in captivity all his days; and he begat Com. 

32 And it came to pass that Com drew away the half of the kingdom. And he reigned over the half of the 

kingdom forty and two years; and he went to battle against the king, Amgid, and they fought for the 

space of many years, during which time Com gained power over Amgid, and obtained power over the 

remainder of the kingdom. 

33 And in the days of Com there began to be robbers in the land; and they adopted the old plans, and 

administered aoaths after the manner of the ancients, and sought again to destroy the kingdom. 

34 Now Com did fight against them much; nevertheless, he did not prevail against them. 

 

Ether 11  

Wars, dissensions, and wickedness dominate Jaredite life—Their prophets predict the utter destruction 

of the Jaredites unless they repent—The people reject the words of the prophets.  

1 AND there came also in the days of Com many aprophets, and prophesied of the destruction of that 

great people except they should repent, and turn unto the Lord, and forsake their murders and 

wickedness. 

2 And it came to pass that the prophets were arejected by the people, and they fled unto Com for 

protection, for the people sought to destroy them. 

3 And they prophesied unto Com many things; and he was blessed in all the remainder of his days. 

4 And he lived to a good old age, and begat Shiblom; and Shiblom reigned in his stead. And the brother 

of Shiblom rebelled against him, and there began to be an exceedingly great war in all the land. 

5 And it came to pass that the brother of Shiblom caused that all the prophets who prophesied of the 

destruction of the people should be put to adeath; 

6 And there was great calamity in all the land, for they had testified that a great curse should come upon 

the land, and also upon the people, and that there should be a great destruction among them, such an one 

as never had been upon the face of the earth, and their bones should become as aheaps of earth upon the 

face of the land except they should repent of their wickedness. 

7 And they hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord, because of their wicked combinations; wherefore, 

there began to be wars and acontentions in all the land, and also many famines and pestilences, insomuch 

that there was a great destruction, such an one as never had been known upon the face of the earth; and 

all this came to pass in the days of Shiblom. 

8 And the people began to repent of their iniquity; and inasmuch as they did the Lord did have amercy 

on them. 

9 And it came to pass that Shiblom was slain, and Seth was brought into acaptivity, and did dwell in 

captivity all his days. 

10 And it came to pass that Ahah, his son, did obtain the kingdom; and he did reign over the people all 

his days. And he did do all manner of iniquity in his days, by which he did cause the shedding of much 
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blood; and few were his days. 

11 And Ethem, being a descendant of Ahah, did obtain the kingdom; and he also did do that which was 

wicked in his days. 

12 And it came to pass that in the days of Ethem there came many prophets, and prophesied again unto 

the people; yea, they did prophesy that the Lord would utterly adestroy them from off the face of the 

earth except they repented of their iniquities. 

13 And it came to pass that the people hardened their hearts, and would not ahearken unto their words; 

and the prophets bmourned and withdrew from among the people. 

14 And it came to pass that Ethem did execute judgment in wickedness all his days; and he begat 

Moron. And it came to pass that Moron did reign in his stead; and Moron did that which was wicked 

before the Lord. 

15 And it came to pass that there arose a arebellion among the people, because of that secret 
bcombination which was built up to get power and gain; and there arose a mighty man among them in 

iniquity, and gave battle unto Moron, in which he did overthrow the half of the kingdom; and he did 

maintain the half of the kingdom for many years. 

16 And it came to pass that Moron did overthrow him, and did obtain the kingdom again. 

17 And it came to pass that there arose another mighty man; and he was a descendant of the brother of 

Jared. 

18 And it came to pass that he did overthrow Moron and obtain the kingdom; wherefore, Moron dwelt in 
acaptivity all the remainder of his days; and he begat Coriantor. 

19 And it came to pass that Coriantor dwelt in captivity all his days. 

20 And in the days of Coriantor there also came many prophets, and prophesied of great and marvelous 

things, and cried repentance unto the people, and except they should repent the Lord God would execute 
ajudgment against them to their utter destruction; 

21 And that the Lord God would send or bring forth aanother people to possess the bland, by his power, 

after the manner by which he brought their fathers. 

22 And they did areject all the words of the prophets, because of their bsecret society and wicked 

abominations. 

23 And it came to pass that Coriantor begat aEther, and he died, having dwelt in captivity all his days. 
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