Come Follow Me Lesson 1
December 28-January 3
Section 1

Joseph Smith Papers, 223

Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, during a special conference of elders of the Church,
held at Hiram, Ohio, November 1, 1831. (This conference lasted 2 days) HC 1: 221—224. Many
revelations had been received from the Lord prior to this time, and the compilation of these for
publication in book form was one of the principal subjects passed upon at the conference. This section
constitutes the Lord’s Preface to the doctrines, covenants, and commandments given in this
dispensation. (Ezra Taft Benson: The Doctrine and Covenants is the only book in the world that has
a preface written by the Lord Himself. In that preface He declares to the world that His voice is
unto all men, that the coming of the Lord is nigh, and that the truths found in the Doctrine and
Covenants will all be fulfilled. CR, Oct 1986, p. 101 Section 1 chronologically should be between
sections 66 and 67.

1—7, The voice of warning is to all people; 8—16, Apostasy and wickedness precede the Second
Coming; 17—23, Joseph Smith called to restore to earth the Lord’s truths and powers; 24—33, The
Book of Mormon brought forth and true Church established; 34—36, Peace shall be taken from the
earth; 37—39, Search these commandments.

1 3HEARKEN, O ye people of my church, saith the voice of him who dwells on high, and whose eyes
are upon all men; yea, verily | say: Hearken ye people from afar; and ye that are upon the islands of the
sea, listen together. (These are the words of Isaiah: 49:1: The orange words are those from the Book of
Mormon: AND again: Hearken, O ye house of Israel, all ye that are broken off and are driven out
because of the wickedness of the pastors of my people; yea, all ye that are broken off, that are scattered
abroad, who are of my people, O house of Israel. 2LISTEN, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people,
from far; The LORD hath °called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made
mention of my name.)

2 For verily the 2voice of the Lord is unto all men, (This revelation and the entire compilation of
revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants were intended to go to the world. Revelations of the
Restoration, Joseph Fielding McConkie, p. 42) and there is none to Pescape; and there is no eye that shall
not see, neither Sear that shall not hear, neither %heart that shall not be penetrated.

3 And the ®rebellious shall be Ppierced with much Ssorrow; for their iniquities shall be %spoken upon the
housetops, and their secret acts shall be revealed.

4 And the ®voice of warning shall be unto all people, (It is commonly thought that the prophecies
announcing that the gospel will be taught to those of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people can
somehow be filled through radio, television, computers, or other forms of mass communication. This,
however, cannot be the case. Only an ordained servant of the Lord can receive a confession of sins,
baptize, and confer the gift of the Holy Ghost. Though the mass media can greatly help in teaching of
the gospel, it will never replace the need for missionaries to find, love, teach, and nurture those who are
seeking the blessings of the gospel. Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, p. 43) by
the mouths of my disciples, whom | have chosen in these ‘last days. (Without question we are rapidly
approaching the great day of the Lord, that time of "refreshing,” when he will come in the clouds of
heaven to take vengeance upon the ungodly and prepare the earth for the reign of peace for all those who
are willing to abide in his law. It is only just that the Lord would speak again from the heavens, before
that great day shall come, and commission his servants and send them forth to proclaim repentance and
once again say to the people, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand." Surely, the Lord would not depend
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entirely upon the predictions of his ancient prophets for this warning of his second coming. True it is,
that the warnings given of old are to be heeded, but near the approach of these great events, it is right,
and reason compels us to believe, that the Lord would again raise his voice through his appointed
servants in a warning that the people might know that this great and dreadful day is even now at our
doors. Joseph Fielding Smith, Restoration of All Things, p. 302-03)
5 And they shall ?go forth and none shall stay them, for | the Lord have commanded them. (Joseph
Smith: No power can prevent the gospel from going forth. It is destined to be taught to those of every
nation, kindred, and tongue. "The Standard of Truth," Joseph Smith said, ""has been erected; no
unhallowed hand can stop the work from progressing; persecutions may rage, mobs may combine,
armies may assemble, calumny may defame, but the truth of God will go forth boldly, nobly, and
independent, till it has penetrated every continent, visited every clime, swept every country, and
sounded in every ear, till the purposes of God shall be accomplished, and the Great Jehovah shall
say the work is done™ (History of the Church, 4:540).)
6 Behold, this is mine #authority, and the authority of my servants, and my preface (Section one in the
Doctrine and Covenants is not the first revelation received, but it is so placed in the book because the
Lord gave it as the preface to the book of his commandments. The Doctrine and Covenants is
distinctively peculiar and interesting to all who believe in it that it is the only book in existence which
bears the honor of a preface given by the Lord himself. This, however, is consistent and should be the
case, for it is as he declares his book. It was not written by Joseph Smith, but was dictated by Jesus
Christ, and contains his and his Father's word to the Church and to all the world that faith in God,
repentance from sin and membership in his Church might be given to all who will believe, and that once
again the New and Everlasting covenant might be established. Joseph Fielding Smith, Church History
and Modern Revelation, 1:252) unto the book of my "commandments, which | have given them to
°publish unto you, O Yinhabitants of the earth.
Z Wherefore, *fear and Ptremble, O ye people, for what | the Lord have decreed in them shall be
fulfilled.
8 And verily | say unto you, that they who go forth, bearing these tidings unto the inhabitants of the
earth, to them is power given to ®seal both on earth and in heaven, the unbelieving and Prebellious; (As
the sealing of someone to eternal life requires both priesthood and keys, so does the sealing of one to the
wrath of God. Today such authority is held only by the First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve
and any to whom they specifically give it. It is not held by missionaries generally. Joseph Fielding
McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, p. 45)
9 Yea, verily, to seal them up unto the 2day when the "wrath of God shall be poured out upon the
‘wicked without measure—
10 Unto the ®day when the Lord shall come to Precompense unto every man according to his ‘work, and
dmeasure to every man according to the measure which he has measured to his fellow man. (Everyone
will be held accountable for his actions.)
11 Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may hear:
(Contrary to the idea that some are born to heaven and others to hell, the announcement of heaven is that
the gospel of Christ is "unto all men" (Joseph Smith-Matthew 1:46). No soul will be brought to
judgment without having had the full chance to accept the saving truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. All
are entitled to hear the gospel declared, for all are capable of embracing it and receiving the fulness of its
blessings. Were this not so we could not argue in behalf of the justice of heaven or the infinite nature of
Christ's atonement. Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, p. 46)
12 Prepare ye, 2prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; (This is like the words of
John the Baptist. We are like an Elias in preparing the way for the Lord’s Second Coming.)
13 And the 2anger of the Lord is kindled, and his "sword is bathed in heaven, (This phrase comes from
Isaiah 34:5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon dldumea, and upon
the people of my Pcurse, to judgment.) and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth. (I prophesy, in
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the name of the Lord God of Israel, anguish and wrath and tribulation and of the Spirit of God from the
earth await this generation, until they are visited with utter desolation. This generation is as corrupt as
the generation of the Jews that crucified Christ; and if he were here today and should preach the same
doctrine He did then they would put Him to death. HC 6:58, October 15, 1843)

14 And the ®arm of the Lord shall be revealed; (Again, this is imagery from Isaiah 52:10: The LORD
hath made 2bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall °see the
dsalvation of our God.. Missionaries, those commissioned of the Lord to gather scattered Israel to the
covenants of salvation, are the arm of the Lord. Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the
Restoration, p. 47) and the day cometh that they who will not chear the voice of the Lord, neither the
voice of his 9servants, neither give ®heed to the words of the prophets and fapostles, shall be %cut off
from among the people; (Joseph Fielding Smith: “This in substance was quoted to the Prophet Joseph
Smith by the Angel Moroni on the night of that visitation ninety-nine years ago, when he quoted the
22nd and 23rd verses of the third chapter of Acts, which reads similarly. The angel declared unto Joseph
Smith that the time was near at hand when this scripture should be fulfilled, in which it says that they
who will not hear the voice of that Prophet shall be destroyed from among the people. Now that applies
to the members of the Church as well as to those who are in the world. If we as members will not
hearken unto the words of the apostles and the prophets and especially to this prophet referred to, who is
Christ, then we shall take our places among the stubble and shall be destroyed by the brightness of his
coming. The time is near at hand when the Lord will come in power, and shall cleanse the earth. We
must not deceive ourselves.” (Conference Report, October 1922, Afternoon Session 75.) George Q.
Cannon: God has chosen His servants. He claims it as His prerogative to condemn them, if they need
condemnation. He has not given it to us individually to censure and condemn them. No man, however
strong he may be in the faith, however high in the Priesthood, can speak evil of the Lord's anointed and
find fault with God's authority on the earth without incurring His displeasure. The Holy Spirit will
withdraw itself from such a man, and he will go into darkness. This being the case, do you not see how
important it is that we should be careful? However difficult it may be for us to understand the reason for
any action of the authorities of the Church, we should not too hastily call their acts in question and
pronounce them wrong. (Oct. 6, 1896, DW 53:609))

15 For they have 3strayed from mine Pordinances, and have tbroken mine %everlasting covenant;

16 They 3seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man Pwalketh in his ‘own %way, and
after the ®image of his own god, whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose substance is that
of an idol, which waxeth fold and shall perish in Babylon, even 9Babylon the great, which shall fall.

17 Wherefore, | the Lord, ®knowing the calamity which should come upon the Pinhabitants of the earth,
ccalled upon my Yservant Joseph Smith, Jun., and ®spake unto him from heaven, and gave him
fcommandments;

18 And also gave commandments to others, (Why did the Lord call Joseph Smith and others? These next
few verses explain why this was done. If we add the word “so” in front of each phrase, we can see why
it was done. So) that they should proclaim these things unto the world; and all this (so) that it might be
fulfilled, which was written by the prophets—

19 (So) The *weak things of the world shall come forth and break down the mighty and strong ones, (so)
that man Pshould not counsel his fellow man, neither trust in the arm of flesh—

20 But (so) that every man might 2speak in the name of God the Lord, even the Savior of the world,;
(Along with the restoration of the gospel comes the restoration of the priesthood, which is the power and
authority to speak in the name of God. In the providence of God all men are entitled to hold the
priesthood and preside over their family in righteousness. Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the
Restoration, p. 51)

21 (so) That faith also might increase in the earth;

22 (so) That mine everlasting ®covenant might be established; (The restoration of the gospel centers on
the restoration of the "everlasting covenant," not in the restoration of the organization of the New
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Testament church. Salvation is found in making and keeping covenants, not in the organizational
structure of the Church. Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, p. 51-2)

23 (s0) That the #fulness of my °gospel might be proclaimed by the “weak and the simple unto the ends
of the world, and before ®kings and rulers.

24 Behold, I am God and have spoken it; these ®‘commandments are of me, and were given unto my
servants in their weakness, after the manner of their °language, (so) that they might come to
‘understanding. (“Although the elders who attended this conference testified that the revelations were
true, some of them recommended that the language of certain revelations be improved prior to their
publication.” (Milton V. Backman, Jr., The Heavens Resound: A History of the Latter-day Saints in
Ohio, 1830-1838 [Salt Lake City: Desert Book Co., 1983], 91.) “Those assembled quickly demonstrated
that they had minds of their own, and in essence they confronted the twenty-five year old prophet with
the challenge: ‘How do we know that the revelations are of God? The language sounds so very much
like the language of Joseph Smith.” “Here is an excellent opportunity to view historically another
incident that gives insight to what Joseph Smith was like. He did not appear to be offended. He took the
question in stride. | feel he was honestly perplexed. He knew the revelations were from God. | have
wondered if he truly ever thought of why they sounded as they sounded. He did not become defensive.
He did not rebuke them for questioning a prophet of God. But he very simply suggested an approach to
the problem which he had utilized numerous times before. In essence his reply to the question was a
candid ‘I don't know’ followed by the words, ‘Let's ask the Lord.” They knelt with him and he petitioned
God for the answer. The answer was received in an effective, forceful, but most unpretentious way. No
angel appeared; no audible voice was heard. The Prophet simply said to his scribe, ‘Please record the
following.” And then, speaking in measured sentences slow enough for a man to record the revelation in
longhand, Joseph dictated the revelation as given to him by the Lord. But the answer sought is part of a
comprehensive revelation of both warning and hope to the whole earth—a revelation which was to be
known as the preface to the Book of Commandments and today is Section One of the Doctrine and
Covenants. Verses 24-27 are the verses that directly answer the question Joseph asked of God: Behold, |
am God and have spoken it; these commandments are of me, and were given unto my servants in their
weakness, after the manner of their language, that they might come to understanding. And inasmuch as
they erred it might be made known; And inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be instructed; And
inasmuch as they sinned they might be chastened, that they might repent. . . . (D&C 1:24-27) One would
think that this amazing demonstration of the receiving of such a reasonable and satisfying answer would
have silenced his questioners. But it did not, at least not all. William E. McLellan had had more formal
education than any of the others. He was an impressive man. He continued to question Joseph. Again the
Prophet sought the help of God. The revelation he received is a classic example of the principle stated
by the Lord in the first revelation given that day to his servant. The Lord is interested in communicating
with his children so they can understand and, if necessary, change their ways. The second revelation of
the day (DC 67) is also in the Doctrine and Covenants and says rather simply: Your eyes have been
upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and his language you have known; and his imperfections you have
known; and you have sought in your hearts knowledge that you might express beyond his language; this
you also know. Now, seek ye out of the Book of Commandments, even the least that is among them, and
appoint him that is the most wise among you; Or, if there be any among you that shall make one like
unto it, then ye are justified in saying that ye do not know that they are true; But if ye cannot make one
like unto it, ye are under condemnation if ye do not bear record that they are true. (D&C 67:5-8)
“William E. McLellan was selected as being, by the standards of the world, the wisest in the group, and
his assignment was to write a revelation that would sound as good and make a contribution equal to the
‘least’ revelation presented by Joseph Smith. Brother McLellan was a complete failure; he could not
write anything that sounded like a revelation. The next day he manifested an attitude of meekness as he
offered his sustaining vote and his apologies to the youthful prophet. Now, with the approval of the body
of the priesthood, plans were quickly made and put into action for the publication of the new book of
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scripture.” (Leon R. Hartshorn, Joseph Smith: Prophet of the Restoration, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1970], 76-77.) It is the duty of the members of this Church to make themselves familiar with the
revelations as they have been given and with the commandments as they have been taught in these
revelations, or have been presented in them and given to the people, that they might know the truth
which makes us free. And if we will study them, if we will put them into practice, if we will keep the
commandments of the Lord, we will know the truth and there shall be no weapon formed against us that
shall prosper. [Sec. 71:9-11.] There shall be no false doctrines, no teaching of men that will deceive us.
There are many cults and many false faiths, there are many strange ideas in the world, but if we will
search these revelations then we will be fortified against errors and we will be made strong. False
teachings will have no effect upon us, for we will know the truth which makes us free. Joseph Fielding
Smith, Latter-day Prophets and the Doctrine and Covenants, p. 12-13)

25 And inasmuch as they ®erred it might be made known; (The scriptures and the Spirit will tell us what
we are doing wrong So we can repent.)

26 And inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be Pinstructed;

27 And inasmuch as they sinned they might be chastened, that they might repent; (We do not believe
in the infallibility of prophets or any other set of men. All men err, sin, and are invited to repent
(Romans 3:23). Lorenzo Snow observed: "I can fellowship the President of the Church if he does not

know everything I know. . . . | saw the . . . imperfections in [Joseph Smith]. . . . | thanked God that He
would put upon a man who had those imperfections the power and authority He placed upon him . . . for
| knew that | myself had weakness, and | thought there was a chance for me. . . . | thanked God that |

saw these imperfections” (quoted by Maxwell, in Conference Report, October 1984, 10). Joseph
Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, p. 52)

28 And inasmuch as they were 2humble they might be made strong, and blessed from on high, and
receive "knowledge from time to time.

29 And after having received the record of the Nephites, yea, even my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., might
have power to translate through the mercy of God, by the power of God, the “Book of Mormon.

30 And also those to whom these commandments were given, might have #power to lay the foundation
of this Pchurch, and to bring it forth out of obscurity and out of ‘darkness, the only true and living
dehurch upon the face of the whole earth, with which 1, the Lord, am well ®pleased, 'speaking unto the
church collectively and not individually— (We as individuals are not doing all that could be done, all
that should be done. I have no concern for the Church as a whole; its destiny is foretold, it is going on to
glorious victory. [Sec. 65.] But that does not say that each of us who are members of the Church will go
on to glorious victory; we may be left behind entirely. What are we doing individually? I repeat. (James
E. Talmage, CR, October 1928, p. 118.))

31 For I the Lord cannot look upon 2sin with the least degree of allowance;

32 Nevertheless, he that ®repents and does the "commandments of the Lord shall be “forgiven; (If the
time comes when you have done all that you can to repent of your sins, whoever you are, wherever you
are, and have made amends and restitution to the best of your ability; if it be something that will affect
your standing in the Church and you have gone to the proper authorities, then you will want that
confirming answer as to whether or not the Lord has accepted of you. In your soul-searching, if you seek
for and you find that peace of conscience, by that token you may know that the Lord has accepted of
your repentance. [Mosiah 4:2-3.] Satan would have you think otherwise and sometimes persuade you
that now having made one mistake, you might go on and on with no turning back. That is one of the
great falsehoods. The miracle of forgiveness is available to all of those who turn from their evil doings
and return no more, because the Lord has said in a revelation to us in our day: ". . . go your ways and sin
no more; but unto that soul who sinneth [meaning again] shall the former sins return, saith the Lord your
God." ( D&C 82:7.) Have that in mind, all of you who may be troubled with a burden of sin. (Harold B.
Lee, CR, April 1973, pp. 177-78.)

33 And he that 2repents not, from him shall be °taken even the light which he has received; for my °Spirit
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shall not always Ystrive with man, saith the Lord of Hosts. (Now, the Lord has withdrawn His Spirit
from the world. Now, do not let this thought become confused in your minds. The Spirit He has
withdrawn from the world is not the Holy Ghost, for they never had that, but it is the light of truth, the
Spirit of Christ, which is given to every man that comes into this world, as you find it so recorded in the
84th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants. Now, because of the wickedness of the world that Spirit has
been withdrawn; and when the Spirit of the Lord is not striving with men, the spirit of Satan is.
Therefore, we may be sure that the time has come spoken of in the first section of the Doctrine and
Covenants, wherein the Lord says: For | am no respecter of persons, and will that all men shall know
that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the
earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion."” Peace has been taken from the earth. The
devil has power over his own dominion, and the Spirit of the Lord has been withdrawn. Not because the
Lord desires to withdraw that Spirit; but because of the wickedness of mankind, it becomes necessary
that this Spirit of the Lord be withdrawn. Joseph Fielding Smith, Remarks made by Elder Joseph
Fielding Smith, November 11, 1942, in Barratt Hall.)

34 And again, verily | say unto you, O inhabitants of the earth: | the Lord am willing to make these
things ®known unto all flesh;

35 For I am no ®respecter of persons, (The Lord is no respecter of persons. However, let us not
misinterpret this saying. It does not mean that the Lord does not respect those who obey him in all things
more than he does the ungodly. Without question the Lord does respect those who love him and keep his
commandments more than he does those who rebel against him. [Sec. 76:5; 1 Nephi 17:35.] The proper
interpretation of this passage is that the Lord is not partial and grants to each man, if he will repent, the
same privileges and opportunities of salvation and exaltation. He is just to every man, both the righteous
and the wicked. He will receive any soul who will turn from iniquity to righteousness and will love him
with a just love and bless him with all that the Father has to give; but let it not be thought that he will
grant the same blessings to those who will not obey him and keep his law. If the Lord did bless the
rebellious as he does the righteous, without their repentance, then he would be a respecter of persons.
His justice and his mercy are perfect. Justice, says Alma, "Exerciseth all her demands, and also mercy
claimeth all which is her own; and thus, none but the truly repentant are saved. What, do ye suppose that
mercy can rob justice? | say unto you, Nay; not one whit. If so, God would cease to be God." (Alma
42:24-25.) (Joseph Fielding Smith, CHMR, 1948, 2:27.)) and will that all men shall know that the °day
speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when °peace shall be taken from the earth, and
the 9devil shall have power over his own dominion.

36 And also the Lord shall have ®power over his Psaints, and shall Sreign in their 9midst, and shall come
down in &udgment upon fldumea, (Idumea was the name given to the land of Edom by the Greeks
and Romans. Since Israel had to pass through Idumea to obtain the promised land, it became a
symbol of the world, or the worldly, through which we must pass to obtain our divine inheritance.
Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, p. 57) or the world.

IV Y 1=38 37 “Search (more than read and study) these "commandments, for they are]
true and faithful, and the prophecies and %promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled. (Joseph
Fielding Smith: Moreover, it is the duty of the members of this Church to make themselves|
familiar with the revelations as they have been given, and with the commandments as they have|
been taught in these revelations, or have been presented in them and given to the people, that we|
might know the truth which makes us free. And if we will study them, if we will put them into|
practice, if we will keep the commandments of the Lord, we will know the truth and there shall be\
no weapon formed against us that shall prosper. There shall be no false doctrines, no teaching oﬂ
men that will deceive us. There are many cults and many false faiths, there are many strange ideag
in the world, but if we will search these revelations then we will be fortified against errors and we]
will be made strong. False teachings will have no effect upon us for we will know that truth Which\
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makes us free. (Conference Report, October 1931, First Day—Morning Meeting 16.) Heber J. Grant: ||
wish that | possessed the power to impress upon the hearts and the minds of the Latter-day Saintg
the necessity of becoming familiar with the commandments contained in the D&C, and not only
becoming familiar with them, but that | might have the power to impress upon their hearts and|
souls a determination to keep those commandments, to live them in very deed and in their every-|
day lives. (Conference Report, October 1928, 7.))|

38 What | the Lord have spoken, | have spoken, and | excuse not myself; and though the heavens and
the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be "fulfilled, whether by mine own|
evoice or by the %voice of my ®servants, it is the 'same. (When a servant of the Lord speaks by the power]
of the Holy Ghost, it is the same as though the Lord were speaking.)|

39 For behold, and lo, the Lord is God, and the 2Spirit beareth record, and the record is true, and the
btruth abideth forever and ever. Amen.
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