Aug 19-25
1 Corinthians 1-7
“Be Perfectly Joined Together”
OVERVIEW:

Record your impressions while you read 1 Corinthians 1-7. These impressions may include promptings to
study an idea further, to share with others something you learn, or to make changes in your life.

Record your impressions:

SCRIPTURES:
1 Corinthians 1

Paul’s epistle to the saints in Corinth. Corinth has been called the Las VVegas of the ancient world. It was
a city of 250,000 citizens and another 400,000 slaves. 1 Corinthians 5:9 indicates that he had already
written an epistle to the saints in Corinth. This epistle is in response to specific questions asked as a
result of his first letter. This epistle was written in the early summer of 57 AD. Then it appears he wrote
another letter (which we also don’t have), which was quite harsh to the saints and calling them to
repentance. Many heeded his counsel and repented, which prompted him to write 2 Corinthians, to
express his love for the saints and his joy at their repentance. Unity is the main theme running through 1
Corinthians. Elder McConkie said, “One cannot learn the doctrine of eternal marriage by studying First
Corinthians, for it is not there recorded. What one does find is an application of the doctrine to a special
situation, which application cannot be understood without a prior knowledge of the doctrine itself. In
addition to his personal knowledge and to these other documents unknown to us but available to him,
Paul had received detailed oral reports about conditions in Corinth from members of the household of
Chloe. Here again we are without background information which would be most helpful in putting First
Corinthians into its proper perspective.” DNTC, 2:310)

How quickly we can depart from the ordinances of the Church without close supervision by church
leaders. This is what was happening to the saints in Corinth.

True saints are perfectly united in the same mind and in the same judgment—Preach the gospel and
save souls—The gospel is preached by the weak and the simple.

1 PAUL, (an apostle) called to-be-an-apestle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother (A fellow member of the Church. He was converted by Paul in Corinth, beaten for his
conversion and migrated to Ephesus seven years later when Paul wrote his epistle to the Corinthians.),
2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are *sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
bsaints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

3 Grace be unto you, and ®peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. (Grace — Greek
salutation. Peace — Hebrew salutation. Greetings to Jew and Gentile.)

4 | thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by (of) Jesus Christ;
5 That in every thing ye are enriched by (of) him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;
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6 Even as the ®testimony of Christ was "confirmed (establish, strengthen) in you:

7 So that ye ®come behind (come short, miss, need) in no gift; waiting for the ®coming (revelation) of our
Lord Jesus Christ:

8 Who shall also ®confirm (secure, establish, strengthen) you unto the end, that ye may be "blameless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the #fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now | beseech you, brethren, by (in) the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no 2divisions (factions, schisms) among you (Be unified. D&C 38: 25 And again
| say unto you, let every man esteem his 2brother as himself. 26 For what man among you having twelve
sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou
clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there—and
looketh upon his sons and saith | am #just? 27 Behold, this | have given unto you as a parable, and it is
even as | am. | say unto you, be ®one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.); but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. (The contentions and divisions among the
members of the church had been manifested by the division into groups, each proclaiming their
allegiance to Paul, Apollos, or Cephas. “Among the faithful saints there is only one mind and one
judgment and these are the Lord’s; those with the full enjoyment of the Spirit learn the Lord’s views on
all things and conform their minds and hearts to his, becoming one with him. “Be one, and if ye are not
one, ye are not mine,” (D&C 38.27.) is his everlasting decree to his saints. DNTC, 2:313)

11 For it hath been declared unto me ?of (about, concerning) you, my brethren, by them which are of the
house of Chloe, that there are Pcontentions among you. (Oneness is at the very heart of the atonement,
which literally means at-one-ment. Its transcendent purpose is to provide a means whereby mortals,
utterly divided from their Father by sin and mortality, can become one with him again. Through the
atonement they are reconciled to their previous relationship, at home with their Father. The atonement is
also the only means whereby people, divided by their selfish interests, can become united in a glorious
relationship of harmony. If oneness is God's goal for us, then, we can be certain that its very opposite is
division, the grabbing territory and self-protection, the dissension that is so often part of life in mortality.
When Lucifer is on the loose, he scatters people and disintegrates relationships. Maurine Proctor,
Meridian Magazine, Lesson 33.)

12 Now this | say, that every-ene (many) of you saith, 1 am of Paul; and | of Apollos; and I of Cephas;
and | of ®Christ. (In D&C the Lord spoke of those who obtain the telestial inheritance: “These are they
who are of Paul, and of Apollos, and of Cephas. These are they who say they are some of one and some
of another — some of Christ and some of John, and some of Moses, and some of Elias, and some of
Esaias, and some of Isaiah, and some of Enoch; But received not the gospel, neither the testimony of
Jesus, neither the prophets, neither the everlasting covenant. D&C 76: 99-101.)

13 Is Christ 2divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14 | thank God that | baptized none of you, 2but (except) °Crispus (the chief of the Synagogue. He and
his household were baptized by Paul.) and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that | had baptized in mine own name.

16 And | baptized also the household of 2Stephanas: besides, | know not whether | baptized any other.
17 For Christ sent me not to baptize (not just to baptize), but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

18 For the ®preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
bnower of God.

19 For it is written, | will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the *understanding
of the Pprudent.

20 Where is the wise? where is the 2scribe? where is the °disputer of this ‘world (age)? hath not God
made foolish the wisdom of this ®world?

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world 2by (by means of, through) wisdom knew not God, it
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pleased God by the foolishness of Ppreaching to save them that believe. (President Spencer W. Kimball
taught: “There is opportunity to get both [secular and spiritual learning] simultaneously...If we spend
our mortal days in accumulating secular knowledge to the exclusion of the spiritual then we are in a
dead-end street, for this is the time for man to prepare to meet God; this is the time for faith to be built,
for baptism to be effected, for the Holy Ghost to be received, for the ordinances to be performed.
Contemporary with this program can come the secular knowledge, for even in the spirit world after
death our spirits can go on learning.” The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 390)

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

23 But we ®preach Christ Pcrucified, unto the Jews a ‘stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
24 But unto them 2which-are-caled (who believe), both Jews and Greeks, Christ the "power of God, and
the “‘wisdom of God.

25 Because the #foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
(The fact is that those who measure life only with the intellect will always find the gospel of Christ
ridiculous [or foolish]. The idea of angels and gold plates and revelation and healings and visions and
prophets will bring an indulgent smirk to the faces of hard-hearted intellectuals. These are those whom
the Lord said in Moses 6:27, “their hearts have waxed hard, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes cannot see afar off.” Ted Gibbons, Lesson 33, LDS Living.)

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the #flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are "called(chosen):

27 But (For) God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to "confound (shame, frustrate) the wise;
and God hath chosen the “weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; (How is it
that weak and untried persons have spiritual powers and understanding which is often denied the learned
and worldly wise? It is in large measure a matter of pre-existent preparation. Some people developed in
the pre-mortal life the talents to recognize truth, to comprehend spiritual things, to receive revelation
from the Spirit; others did not. Those so endowed spiritually were foreordained and sent to earth to serve
at God’s command as his ministers. Hence, we find Paul extolling the spiritual powers of the weak and
simple and decrying the foolishness of the worldly wise who seek religious preferment and status on the
basis of intellectuality and persuasive powers. In our day the Lord has taken the same approach. “I call
upon the weak things of the world, those who are unlearned and despised, to thrash the nations by the
power of my Spirit. (D&C 35:13) To Joseph Smith he said: “I have raised you up, that I might show
forth my wisdom through the weak things of the earth.” (D&C 124:1, 17-24) DNTC, 2:317)

28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to ne(a)ught things that are (mighty): (In the English of the 1600s, base meant lowly or
humble.)

29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.

30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
ganctification, and redemption:

31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 2glory in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 2

The gospel is preached by the power of the Spirit—The Spirit reveals all things to the saints—The
unregenerated ‘natural man’ cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God.

1 AND I, brethren, when | came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring
unto you the #estimony of God.

2 For | determined not to know any thing among you, 2save (except) Jesus Christ, and him Pcrucified.

3 And | was with you in ®weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.

4 And my 2speech and my preaching was not with enticing (persuasive) words of man’s wisdom, but in
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demonstration of the °Spirit and of “power:

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the ®power of God. (The gospel is only
preached in one effective way, by the power of the Spirit. In a revelation to Joseph Smith, God
commanded his ministers: “If ye receive not the Spirit ye shall not teach.” Then he gave them this
promise: “As ye shall lift up your voices by the Comforter, ye shall speak and prophesy as seemeth me
good; For, behold, the Comforter knoweth all things, and beareth record of the Father and of the Son.”
(D&C 42:14-17) DNTC, 3:318)

6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are ?perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the
princes of this world, that come to nought:

7 But we speak the ®wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden ‘wisdom, which God “ordained
(foreordained) before the world unto our glory:

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have ?crucified
the Lord of glory.

9 But as it is written, 2Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath ®prepared for them that love him. (Revelation is for everyone in the Church.
“Thus saith the Lord” — to every member of his Church — “I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto
those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end.
Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their glory. And to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea,
all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make known unto
them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdom. Yea, even the
wonders of eternity shall they know, and things to come will | show them, even the things of many
generations. And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven; and before them
the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and the understanding of the prudent shall come to naught. For by
my Spirit will I enlighten them, and by my power will I make known unto them the secrets of my will —
yea, even those things which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man.”
(D&C 76:5-10; 121:26-28) Joseph Smith said: “God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what he
will make known unto the Twelve, and even the least saint may know all things as fast as he is able to
bear them. TPJS, p. 149. DNTC, 3:320-21. Neal A. Maxwell said: “We are not now ready for all things
the Lord has prepared in the City of God for them that love Him. (See 1 Cor. 2:9.) Our present eyes are
unready for things which they have not yet seen, and our ears are not prepared for the transcending
sounds and music of that city. “The trek will be proving and trying. Faith, patience, and obedience are
essential (see Mosiah 23:21; Abr. 3:25), but he who completes the journey successfully will be
immeasurably added upon. (see Abr. 3:26.) And he who does not will have subtracted from the sum of
his possibilities. “When we arrive home, we shall be weary and bruised. But at last our aching
homesicknesses will cease. Meanwhile, our mortal homecomings are but faint foreshadowings of that
Homecoming!” (“Called and Prepared from the Foundation of the World,” Ensign, May 1986, 36))

10 But God hath ?revealed them unto us by his PSpirit: for the °Spirit “searcheth (explores, investigates)
all things, yea, the deep things of God.

11 For what man #knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God "knoweth no man, ®but (except he has) the “Spirit of God.

12 Now we have received, not the 2spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God. (We can never comprehend the things of God and of
heaven, except by revelation. TPJS, p. 292)

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s *wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. (Elder Bruce R. McConkie taught: “Pure
religion is a thing of the Spirit and not of the intellect alone, and its truths must be carried into the hearts
of hearers by the power of the Spirit, otherwise the human soul is not changed...and the seeker after
salvation does not become alive in Christ.” DNTC, 2:318)

14 But the ®natural man (The natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and
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will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit. Mosiah 3:19) Preceiveth not
the things of the °Spirit of God: for they are %foolishness unto him: neither can he *know them, because
they are fspiritually %discerned (examined, tried, judged). (The man who neglects the whisperings of the
Spirit will never understand the salient truths of the universe. Joseph Fielding Smith: Only by the aid of
the Holy Ghost, and through obedience to the principles of the gospel, will a man eventually attain to the
knowledge of all truth. In other words, those who will not make their lives conform in every particular to
the Divine Life; who will not adjust their lives through faith and repentance and obedience to all divine
law, will never be in a position to comprehend truth in its fulness. Doctrines of Salvation, 1:298)

15 But he that is spiritual 3judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the °mind of
Christ. (Joseph Smith taught that the Father and the Son possess “the same mind, the same wisdom,
glory, power, and fullness,” and that ““all those who keep his commandments shall grow up from grace
to grace, and become heirs of the heavenly kingdom, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ; possessing the
same mind, being transformed into the same image or likeness, even the express image of him who fills
all in all; being filled with the fullness of his glory, and become one in him, even as the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit are one.” Lectures on Faith, p. 50-51, DNTC, 2:322)

1 Corinthians 3

Milk comes before meat in the Church—Men s works shall be tried by fire—The saints are the temple of
God, and if faithful they shall inherit all things.

1 AND I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual [men and women] but as unto carnal [men
and women], even as unto babes in Christ.

2 | have fed you with milk, (gospel basics) and not with meat: (advanced gospel understanding) for
hitherto ye were not able to bear (receive) it, neither yet now are ye able. (God’s earthly kingdom is a
school in which his saints learn the doctrines of salvation. Some members of the Church are being taught
elementary courses; others are approaching graduation and can do independent research where the deep
and hidden things are concerned. All must learn line upon line and precept upon precept. Alma said: “It
IS given unto many to know the mysteries of God; nevertheless they are laid under a strict command that
they shall not impart only according to the portion of his word which he doth grant unto the children of
men, according to the heed and diligence which they give unto him. And therefore, he that will harden
his heart, the same receiveth the lesser portion of the word; and he that will not harden his heart, to him
IS given the greater portion of the word, until it is given unto him to know the mysteries of God until he
knows them in full.” Alma 12:9-10, DNTC, 2:324)

3 For ye are yet ?carnal: for whereas there is among you Penvying, and Sstrife, and Ydivisions, are ye not
carnal, and walk as men?

4 For while one saith, | am of Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?

5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ®ministers (servants) by whom ye believed, even as the
Lord gave to every man?

6 | have ?planted, Apollos watered; but God gave (caused, gave growth) the Cincrease.

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own #reward
according to his own labour.

9 For we are ®labourers together with God: ye are God’s *husbandry (cultivated field, farm), ye are
God’s building.

10 According to the ?grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, | have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. (Paul,
as a wise masterbuilder, laid the foundation for the Corinthian Church on Christ and his atoning
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sacrifice. Similarly, in this day, Joseph Smith said: “The fundamental principles of our religion are the
testimony of the apostles and prophets, concerning Jesus Christ, that he died, was buried, and rose again
the third day, and ascended into heaven; and all other things which pertain to our religion are only
appendages to it.” TPJS, p. 121. DNTC, 2:325)

11 For other ®foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

13 Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the *fire shall Ptry (test, put to proof) every man’s work of what sort it is.

14 If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

15 If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself *shall (may) be saved; yet so as
by fire.

16 Know ye not that ye are the *emple of God, and that the °Spirit of God dwelleth Cin (in, within,
among) you?

17 If any man defile (spoil, corrupt, deprave) the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple
of God is "holy, which temple ye are. (To be clean is to be saved; to be filthy is to be damned. “No
unclean thing can inherit the kingdom of heaven.” (Alma 11:37; Moses 6:57-61) The whole plan and
system of salvation is designed to enable men to take the worldly souls they now possess and to cleanse
and perfect them through baptism of water and of the Spirit. Indeed, the very purpose of baptism is to
empower men to “be sanctified by the reception of the Holy Ghost,” that they “may stand spotless”
before the Lord at the last day. (3 Ne. 27:19-21) How apt then for Paul speaking to the saints, to those
who have already been cleansed by fire, to remind them that their bodies have thus become a temple in
which the Spirit of God resides. “Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord” (D&C 133:5), he is
saying in effect, for your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you. (1 Cor 6:19) DNTC,
2:326)

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him
become a ®fool, that he may be ‘wise.

19 For the ®wisdom of this "world is “foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their
own Ycraftiness (cunning, villainy).

20 And again, The Lord 2knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are Pvain (deceptive, fruitless).

21 Therefore let no man 2glory in men. For all things are yours;

22 Whether 2Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to
come; all are yours;

23 And ye are *Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.

1 Corinthians 4

Christ’s ministers must be faithful—The apostles suffer, minister, keep the faith—The kingdom of God is
not in word but in power.

1 LET a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the ®mysteries of God. (True
ministers receive revelation and know the mysteries of God. “Salvation cannot come without
revelation,” the Prophet said. “It is in vain for anyone to minister without it. No man is a minister of
Jesus Christ without being a prophet... Men of the present time testify of heaven and hell, and have
never seen either; and I will say that no man knows these things without this.” TPJS, p. 160. DNTC,
2:330)

2 Moreover it is required in (of) ®stewards, that a man be found faithful.

3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: yea, I judge
not mine own self.

4 For | know nothing by (against) myself; yet am | not hereby justified: but he that (who) *judgeth me is
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the Lord.

5 Therefore (1) judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the
%hidden things of darkness, and will make Pmanifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man
have praise of God.

6 And these things, brethren, | have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that
ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be ?puffed up
(proud, arrogant) for one against another.

7 For who maketh thee 2to differ from another? (different from, superior to) and what hast thou that thou
didst not Preceive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? (We
should not boast of the talents we have in this life. They were given in the pre-mortal life. “All men
trained themselves for an infinite period in the schools of eternity before birth into mortality. Men came
here with the talents and capacities developed there.” DNTC, 2:330)

8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and | would to God ye did
reign, that we also might reign with you. (Reign as kings and priests in God’s hierarchy. “Seek not for
riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you
be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich.” D&C 6:7. DNTC, 2:330-331)

9 For | think that God hath set forth us the ®apostles (last apostles) last, as it were Pappointed to death:
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. (In verses 1, 6, 8, and 9 Paul uses
the word “us” in referring to “us the apostles.” Who? Paul and Apollos are named, and all of the apostles
are included. Does this, then, mean that Apollos had become one of the Council of the Twelve? Such
appears to be the case. The whole context of Paul’s presentation here indicates he is speaking of
members of the Twelve as the ministers of Christ, and not of witnesses in general. DNTC, 2:332)

10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are
honourable, but we are despised.

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are 2buffeted (roughly
treated, afflicted), and have no certain dwellingplace;

12 And 3labour, working with our Pown ‘hands: being %reviled, we bless; being ®persecuted, we fsuffer it
(endure patiently):

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things
unto this day. (In all ages the saints have been persecuted by the world, but in the days of Jesus and Paul
the world went wild; persecution was perfected; and the blood of the martyrs under the altar cried unto
the Lord for vengeance. DNTC, 2:333)

14 | write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved Psons | ‘warn you.

15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ
Jesus | have begotten you through the #gospel.

16 Wherefore | beseech you, be ye #followers (imitators) of me. (Follow me, for | follow Christ.)

17 For this cause have | sent unto you *Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who
shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as | teach every where in every
church.

18 Now some are ?puffed up, as though | would not come to you.

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are
puffed up, but the power.

20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in ®power. (Of course men must have the word, of course
they must learn the doctrines of salvation. But men do not gain the kingdom of God, the Church, or the
gospel until they possess the power. There must be priesthood, the gift of the Holy Ghost, revelation,
visions, miracles, glorious manifestations of God’s power, or there is no kingdom of God, no Church of
Jesus Christ, no saving gospel. DNTC, 2:333)

21 *What will ye? (i.e. what do you choose?) shall | come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the
spirit of meekness?
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1 Corinthians 5
The Church cannot fellowship sinners—Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.

1 IT is reported commonly that there is ®fornication (sexual immorality) among you, (this meant any
sexual relations outside of marriage.) and such fornication as is not so much as named among the
Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. (Apparently a member of the Church in Corinth had
married his stepmother, either because she was a widow or had been separated from her prior husband.
Such marriages were forbidden by the Mosaic code under penalty of excommunication. (Lev 18:6-8, 29)
Paul endorses the Mosaic prohibition, describes the intimacies resulting from such unions as fornication,
condemns his Corinthian brethren for winking at the offense, and directs the excommunication of the
offender. If the sinner were left in the Church, Paul reasons, his influence, as leaven, would spread
throughout the whole Church. The Church must, therefore, purge out this old leaven of wickedness and
replace it with a new influence or leaven of righteousness. DNTC, 2:335)

2 And ye are ?puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken
away from among you. (They are proud of the fact that they have shown tolerance for a serious sinner.)
3 For | verily, %as (as it were) absent in body, but present in spirit, (I) have judged already-as-theugh-+
were-present,-ceneerning him that hath so done this deed (as though | were present),

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, *and sy (have the) Spirit, with
the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,

5 To ®deliver such an one unto Satan for the Pdestruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the
‘day of the Lord Jesus. (This fellow needs to be excommunicated. From latter-day revelation we learn
that following celestial marriage, a man may make his calling and election sure; that is, he may progress
in righteousness until he is sealed up unto eternal life and his exaltation is guaranteed. Such is the state
to which Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joseph Smith, Paul himself, and others attained. A person in this state is subject
to the law to which Paul here merely alludes, but which is given in more amplified form in the Doctrine
and Covenants in these words: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man marry a wife according to my
word, [and if their calling and election is made sure], and they are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise,
according to mine appointment, and he or she shall commit any sin or transgression of the new and
everlasting covenant whatever, and all manner of blasphemies, and if they commit no murder wherein
they shed innocent blood, yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into their
exaltation; but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be delivered unto the buffetings of Satan
unto the day of redemption, saith the Lord God.” D&C 132:26, DNTC, 2:335)

6 Your glorying (boasting) is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?

7 ®Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are "unleavened. For even Christ
our “passover is sacrificed for us:

8 Therefore let us keep the 2feast, not with old Pleaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of “sincerity and truth. (How can a little sin be like leaven?)
9 I wrote unto you in an 2epistle (He already had written an epistle which has been lost to us. This epistle
is in response to specific questions that arose from his first letter.) not to "company with “fornicators
(sexually immoral persons, male prostitutes): (The contentious souls in the Corinthian congregation
wrote a reply, taking issue with some of the doctrines of the Apostles and asking detailed questions
about his teachings. Thereupon, with vigor and true apostolic zeal, Paul wrote a second epistle,
canonized and known as First Corinthians, which answered the points raised by his detractors and
further amplified the teachings of the original letter. Unfortunately we do not know what was said in
Paul's prior epistle to the Corinthians, nor in their reply to him. All that has come to us is his reply to the
reply. We have, thus, only a few comments about certain aspects of the doctrines they were considering.
DNTC 2:309-10. Do not company with fornicators — not because you are too good for them but, as C.S.
Lewis wrote, because you are not good enough. Remember that bad situations can wear down even good
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people. Joseph had both good sense and good legs in fleeing from Potiphar’s wife. Neal A. Maxwell,
Morality, 29)

10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the 2covetous, or Pextortioners
(swindlers, robbers), or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.

11 But now | have written unto you not to keep ®company, if any man that is called a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a °drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one °no
(not even) not to %at.

12 For what have | to do to judge them also that are without (outside, foreign, not belonging)? do not ye
(they) judge them that are within?

13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked
person. (Paul wrote the Corinthians, in an epistle since lost and unknown, not to company with
fornicators. Here he qualifies his previous command. What he intended to forbid was the fellowshipping
of such persons in the Church. They should be handled for their membership, unless of course they
repent. Now also he extends his instructions to include members of the Church who are covetous,
idolaters, railers, drunkards, or extortioners. Manifestly, he explains, to avoid all such who are in the
world, would require us to “go out of the world” itself. DNTC, 2:336)

1 Corinthians 6

Brethren should not go to law with each other—The unrighteous shall not be saved—True saints are the
temple of the Holy Ghost.

1 DARE any of you, having a ®matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the
saints? (Judges and courts are and always have been part of the kingdom of God on earth. Whenever that
kingdom has been set up in its fullness, glory and power, the church court system has been empowered
to handle both civil and ecclesiastical matters. All such cases rested in the hands of the Lord’s judges
from the day of Adam to the time Saul was chosen to rule in Israel. Since then the perfect law has been
modified to fit into world conditions. In Paul’s day there were both church courts and civil courts, as
there are today. If the saints go to law with each other, they may choose to do so under either state or
church jurisdiction. Paul is here counseling them to handle their own affairs in their own courts, and his
counsel is good and might well be followed by church members today. Manifestly where grievances
involve nonmembers of the Church, redress must be sought before civil tribunals. D&C 134:11. DNTC,
2:337.)

2 Do ye not know that the saints shall 3judge the Pworld? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye
unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? (Being the
kingdom of God on earth and having a perfect organization, provision is made in the Church for the trial
of transgressors against church standards and for the settlement of disputes between church members
and groups. It is the practice of the Church for home teachers (or other specially assigned brethren) to
investigate alleged transgression and then, if necessary, bring charges against accused persons, either
before a bishop’s court or a stake presidency and high council. [These are now called disciplinary
councils.] MD, p. 134. Brigham Young said: “I think that it can be shown that the great majority of
difficulties between brethren arises from misunderstandings rather than from malice and a wicked heart,
and instead of talking the matter over with each other in a saint-like spirit, they will contend with each
other until a real fault is created, and they have brought a sin upon themselves. When we have done
good ninety-nine times and then do an evil, how common it is, my brethren and sisters, to look at that
one evil all the day long and never think of the good. Before we judge each other we should look at the
design of the heart, and if it is evil, then chasten that individual, and take a course to bring him back
again to righteousness. Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 149-150.)
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4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in
the church.

5 | speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able
to judge between his brethren?

6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers.

7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye
not rather take ®wrong? why do ye not rather Psuffer yourselves to be ‘defrauded?

8 Nay, ye do wrong, and ?defraud, and that your brethren.

9 Know ye not that the 2unrighteous shall not Pinherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
“fornicators (sexually immoral persons, male prostitutes), nor idolaters, nor %adulterers, nor effeminate
(catamites — this means homosexual prostitutes), nor fabusers of themselves with mankind, (male
homosexuals) (Elder Richard G. Scott said: “Any sexual intimacy outside the bonds of marriage —
I mean any intentional contact with the sacred, private parts of another’s body, with or without
clothing —is a sin and is forbidden by God. It is also a transgression to intentionally stimulate
these emotions within your own body.” CR, Oct. 1994, p. 51)

10 Nor 2thieves, nor covetous, nor °drunkards, nor ‘revilers, nor %extortioners (robbers), shall inherit the
kingdom of God.

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, (baptized) but ye are °sanctified, (pure and spotless)
but ye are justified (God by his Spirit seals, ratifies, and approves your post-baptismal conduct, because
it now conforms to his standards. DNTC, 2:340) in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 9Spirit of our
God. (The atonement of Jesus Christ is what cleanses, sanctifies, and justifies us.)

12 2All things are (not) lawful unto me, but (and) all things are not Pexpedient (beneficial,
advantageous): all things are (not) lawful for me, but (therefore) 1 will not be brought under the power of
any.

13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is
not for *fornication (sexual immorality), but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.

14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also 2raise up us by his own power.

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the ®members of Christ? shall | then take the members of Christ,
and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.

16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be %one
flesh.

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is ®one spirit.

18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man deeth (committeth) is without (against) the body (of Christ);
but (and) he that (who) committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

19 What? know ye not that your 2body is the "temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have
of God, and ye are not your ‘own? (The body belongs to God.)

20 For ye are ?bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s. Jeffrey R. Holland said: “May I quote a 1913 sermon by Elder James E. Talmage on this
doctrinal point: “’We have been taught . . . to look upon these bodies of ours as gifts from God. We
Latter-day Saints do not regard the body as something to be condemned, something to be abhorred. . . .
We regard [the body] as a sign of our royal birthright. . . . We recognize the fact that those who kept not
their first estate . . . were denied that inestimable blessing.. . . We believe that these bodies . . . may be
made, in very truth, the temple of the Holy Ghost. . . . “’It is peculiar to the theology of the Latter-day
Saints that we regard the body as an essential part of the soul. Read your dictionaries, the lexicons, and
encyclopedias, and you will find that nowhere, outside of the Church of Jesus Christ, is the solemn and
eternal truth taught that the soul of man is the body and the spirit combined.” (Conference Report,
October 1913, p. 117.) “So...one who toys with the God-given—and satanically coveted—body of
another toys with the very soul of that individual, toys with the central purpose and product of life, ‘the
very key’ to life, as Elder Boyd K. Packer once called it. In trivializing the soul of another (please
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include the word body there) we trivialize the atonement which saved that soul and guaranteed its
continued existence. And when one toys with the Son of Righteousness, the Day Star himself, one toys
with white heat and a flame hotter and holier than the noonday sun. You cannot do so and not be burned.
You cannot with impunity ‘crucify . . . the Son of God afresh.” (Hebrews 6:6.) Exploitation of the body
(please include the word soul there) is, in the last analysis, an exploitation of him who is the Light and
the Life of the world. Perhaps here, Paul's warning to the Corinthians takes on newer, higher meaning:
“’Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. . . . Know ye not that
your bodies are the members of Christ? shall | then take the members of Christ, and make them the
members of an harlot? God forbid. . . . Flee fornication. . . . He that committeth fornication sinneth
against his own body. What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? . . . For ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” (1 Corinthians 6:13-20. Italics added.)
“Qur soul is what is at stake here—our spirit and our body. Paul understood that doctrine of the
soul every bit as well as James E. Talmage did, because it is gospel truth. The purchase price for
our fullness of joy—body and spirit eternally united—is the pure and innocent blood of the Savior
of the world. We cannot then say in ignorance or defiance, ‘Well, it's my life’ or worse yet, ‘It's my
body.’ It is not. ‘Ye are not your own,’ Paul said. ‘Ye are bought with a price.” So in answer to the
question, ‘Why does God care so much about sexual transgression?’ it is partly because of the
precious gift offered by and through his Only Begotten Son to redeem the souls—bodies and
spirits—we too often share and abuse in such cheap and tawdry ways. Christ restored the very
seeds of eternal lives (see D&C 132:19, 24), and we desecrate them at our peril. The first key
reason for personal purity? Our very souls are involved and at stake.” (Jeffrey R. Holland and
Patricia T. Holland, On Earth As It Is in Heaven [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1989], 187-188.)

1 Corinthians 7

Paul answers special questions about marriage among those called on missions—Paul extols self-
discipline.

1 NOW concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me, (saying,) It is good for a man not to touch a
woman. (He means here sexual intercourse. The Corinthians said that in some unusual situation,
marriage was improper. This was in their reply to Paul’s first epistle to them.)

2 Nevertheless (1 say), %o avoid °fornication, (because there is lustfulness in the world) let every man
have his own ‘wife, and let every woman have her own husband. (Some of Paul’s answers involved
exceptions to the general rules of the Church. DNTC, 2:343)

3 Let the *hushand render unto the Pwife due ‘benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.
4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not
power of his own body, but the wife.

5 *Befraud (Depart) ye not one (from) the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that °Satan ‘tempt you not for your
incontinency. (He is saying here that sexual relations between a husband and wife are an important part
of a marriage and necessary for a healthy marriage. His sensitive treatment of sexual responsiveness in
marriage suggests that Paul was or had been married.)

6 But (And now what) | speak this (is) by permission, and not ef (by) commandment. (This is just my
opinion.)

7 For | would that all men were even as + myself. (1 would that all men understood the law of marriage,
that all had self-mastery over their appetites, and that all obeyed the laws of God in these respects.
DNTC, 2:344) But every man hath his 2proper (own) °gift of God, one after this manner, and another
after that. (It is possible that Paul, who had once been married, was a widower at the time of his writing

11


http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/1a#1a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/2a#2a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/2b#2b
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/2c#2c
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/3a#3a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/3b#3b
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/3c#3c
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/5a#5a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/5b#5b
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/5c#5c
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/7a#7a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/7b#7b

of First Corinthians. His heart was thoroughly set on missionary work, and thus he might have chosen
not to remarry. Hence his counsel to those in similar circumstances was “I would that all men were even
as | myself. New Testament Study Guide, p. 288. President Kimball said: “Taking such statements in
conjunction with others [Paul] made it is clear that he is not talking about celibacy, but is urging the
normal and controlled sex living in marriage and total continence outside marriage. (There is no real
evidence that Paul was never married, as some students claim, and there are in fact indications to the
contrary.)” Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 64)

8 | say therefore to the unmarried and *widows, (He means those previously married or widows and
widowers) It is good for them if they abide even as 1. (In other words, have self discipline)

9 2But if they cannot Peentain (abide) (use self control), let them marry: for it is better to marry than te
“bura (burn with lust) (that any should commit sin). (Paul here gives a personal opinion that in some
cases, about which the Corinthians had asked, unmarried persons and widows should not marry. We do
not know to whom the instructions here given apply. In any event, they are an exception to the law, and
do not apply, even as a personal opinion, to others than those involved. DNTC, 2:344)

10 And unto the married | command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the *wife depart from her husband:
11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be 2reconciled to her husband: and (but) let not the
husband °put away his wife. (In whatever cases are involved, the Lord counsels against divorce, and
Paul gives a personal opinion that should divorces occur, women should remain unmarried. DNTC,
2:344)

12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased
to dwell with him, let him not put her away.

13 And the woman which hath an ®husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let
her not leave him.

14 For the unbelieving 2husband is Psanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is ‘sanctified
(cleansed) by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. (Paul is referring
here to marriages where the husband or wife has converted to Christianity but the other partner has not.
Though in this context, unbelieving refers to Jewish parents who wanted to continue circumcising their
children, the principle of spiritual damage to children from such marriages holds true in all generations.
New Testament Study Guide, p. 289. The Prophet Joseph Smith was troubled by this verse and inquired
of the Lord as to its meaning. He received section 74: For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; else were your children unclean, but now
are they holy. Now in the days of the apostles the law of circumcision was had among all the Jews who
believed not the gospel of Jesus Christ. And it came to pass that there arose a great contention among the
people concerning the law of circumcision, for the unbelieving husband was desirous that his children
should be circumcised and become subject to the law of Moses, which law was fulfilled. And it came to
pass that the children, being brought up in subjection to the law of Moses, gave heed to the traditions of
their fathers and believed not the gospel of Christ, wherein they became unholy. Wherefore, for this
cause the apostle wrote unto the church, giving unto them a commandment, not of the Lord, but of
himself, that a believer should not be united to an unbeliever; except the law of Moses should be done
away among them, That their children might remain without circumcision; and that the tradition might
be done away, which saith that little children are unholy; for it was had among the Jews; But little
children are holy, being sanctified through the atonement of Jesus Christ; and this is what the scriptures
mean.)

15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases:
but God hath called us to (in) peace.

16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt #save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man,
whether thou shalt save thy wife?

17 But as 2God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so
bordain (order, prescribe) I in all churches.

12


http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/8a#8a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/9a#9a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/9b#9b
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/9c#9c
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/10a#10a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/10b#10b
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/11a#11a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/11b#11b
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/13a#13a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/14a#14a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/14b#14b
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/14c#14c
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/15a#15a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/16a#16a
http://scriptures.lds.org/noscript
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/17a#17a
http://scriptures.lds.org/1_cor/7/17b#17b

18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not ®become uncircumcised (conceal, obliterate
circumcision). Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.

19 @Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of
God.

20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.

21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.

22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s *freeman: likewise also he that is
called, being free, is Christ’s "servant.

23 Ye are *bought with a price; be not ye the Pservants (slaves) of men.

24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.

25 Now concerning virgins | have no commandment of the Lord: yet | give my judgment, (this is my
opinion) as one that hath obtained ?mercy of the Lord to be faithful.

26 | suppose therefore that this is good for the present 2distress (trial, affliction), ®-say;-thatit-is-geed-for
a-man-se-te-be-(for a man so to remain that he may do greater good).

27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.

28 But and-if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless
such shall have trouble in the flesh: but (For) | spare you (not).

29 ?But (I speak unto you who are called unto the ministry. For) this | say, brethren, the time (that
remaineth) is (but) short: Hrematneththatbeth (that ye shall be sent forth unto the ministry. Even) they
that (who) have wives(, shall) be as though they had none; (for ye are called and chosen to do the Lord’s
waork.) (This counsel is given to those who would serve as missionaries.)

30 And they-that (it shall be with them who) weep, as though they wept not; and they-that (them who)
rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they-that (them who) buy, as though they possessed not;

31 And they-that (them who) use this world, as not abusing (using) it: for the *fashion of this world
passeth away.

32 But | would(, brethren, that ye magnify your calling. | would) have you without 2carefulness (cares)
(Have no anxiety about anything.). He-that (For he who) is unmarried careth for the things that belong to
the Lord, how he may please the Lord: (therefore he prevaileth.)

33 But he (who) that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife(;
therefore there is a difference, for he is hindered).

34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of
the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of
the world, how she may please her husband.

35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that | may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is
comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.

36 But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin (whom he hath espoused),
if she pass the flower of her-age, and need so require, let him do what he wiH (hath promised), he
sinneth not: let them marry.

37 Nevertheless, he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own
will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well.

38 2So then he that giveth her (himself) in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her-(himself) not in
marriage doeth better. (It is clear from the Inspired Version corrections and additions that
ministerial service of a missionary nature was involved, and the main questions seemed to be:
Should engaged persons who are called on missions marry first, or go out on the Lord’s errand
while single? And if they should serve while single, should certain ones who were already married,
receive divorces prior to such service? In our day when an elder who is engaged to be married is
called on a mission, more often than not he fulfills his mission prior to his marriage; occasionally
he marries first and leaves his wife for the assigned period of ministerial service. In the earlier
days of this dispensation recently married brethren were frequently called to leave their wives and
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perform missionary service. Obviously the same rule need not and should not apply in every case.
A host of personal circumstances and situations are always involved. Ordinarily, and Paul
specified this as his opinion, marriage should be deferred. DNTC, 2:346-7)

39 The 2wife is bound by the Plaw as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at
liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.

40 But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and | think also that | have the Spirit of God.
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