
LESSON 23 
The Lord Be Between Thee and Me Forever" 

1 Samuel 18-20; 23-24 

OVERVIEW: 

Jonathan and David make a covenant of friendship. Saul is jealous of David and seeks the death of 
David. David spares Saul s life. 

SCRIPTURES: 

THE FIRST BOOK OF 
SAMUEL 

OTHERWISE CALLED 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS 

CHAPTER 18 

Jonathan loves David Saul sets David over his armies David is honored by the people, and Saul 
becomes jealous David marries Michal, a daughter of Saul.  

1 AND it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was 
aknit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 
2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father s house. 
3 Then Jonathan and David made a acovenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 
4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, 
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. (Jonathan gives David his armor, etc. as gifts of 
friendship.) 
5 ¶ And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him 
over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul s 
servants. (David is put in charge of Saul s army.) 
6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that 
the awomen came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with 
joy, and with binstruments of musick. 
7 And the women answered one another as they played, and said, aSaul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands. (The women mention how David has killed tens of thousands while Saul only 
thousands. What was the result upon David of all this killing? He was forbidden to build the Temple. (1 
Chronicles 22:8 - But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and 
hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood 
upon the earth in my sight.))  
8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David 
ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the 
kingdom? 
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. (Saul is upset and ever becomes hateful of David.) 
10 ¶ And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit (which was not of) afrom God came upon 
Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and 
there was a javelin in Saul s hand. 
11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided 
out of his presence twice. (Saul has a javelin in his hand  this was a symbol of royalty, like a scepter. 
He did not throw the javelin at David at this time, but in chapter 19:10 he throws it.) 



12 ¶ And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, and was adeparted from Saul. 
13 Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out 
and came in before the people. 
14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with him. 
15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. 
16 But all Israel and aJudah loved David, because he went out and came in before them. (Saul is afraid 
of David because the Spirit is with David and no longer with Saul. He sends David out of his house to be 
at the head of his army. The reason: Maybe to avoid the temptation of killing David, or maybe in the 
hope that he would die in battle. All Israel loved David.) 
17 ¶ And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter aMerab, her will I give thee to wife: only be thou 
valiant for me, and fight the LORD s battles. For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the 
hand of the Philistines be upon him. 
18 And David said unto Saul, Who am I? and what is my life, or my father s family in Israel, that I 
should be son in law to the king? 
19 But it came to pass at the time when Merab Saul s daughter should have been given to David, that 
she was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife.  
20 And Michal Saul s daughter loved David: and they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 

21 And Saul said, I will give him her, that she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines 
may be against him. Wherefore Saul said to David, Thou shalt this day be my son in law ain the one of 
the twain (ie by one of my two daughters). 
22 ¶ And Saul commanded his servants, saying, Commune with David secretly, and say, Behold, the 
king hath delight in thee, and all his servants love thee: now therefore be the king s son in law. 
23 And Saul s servants spake those words in the ears of David. And David said, Seemeth it to you a 
alight thing (ie insignificant) to be a king s son in law, seeing that I am a poor man, and lightly 
esteemed? 
24 And the servants of Saul told him, saying, On this manner spake David. 
25 And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David, The king desireth not any dowry, but an hundred foreskins 
of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king s enemies. But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand 
of the Philistines. 
26 And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to be the king s son in law: and 
the days were not expired. 
27 Wherefore David arose and went, he and his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; and 
David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in afull tale (ie full number) to the king, that he might 
be the king s son in law. And Saul gave him bMichal his daughter to wife. (Saul tries to give David his 
oldest daughter, but he refuses. His younger daughter loves David who Saul then gives to David. David 
at first refuses, but is told that if he can kill 100 Philistines, Michal will be his. He kills 200 and marries 
Michal. Saul hoped that David would be killed in the battle.) 
28 ¶ And Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David, and that Michal Saul s daughter loved 
him. 
29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became David s enemy continually. (Saul is 
more afraid of David and becomes David s enemy continuously.) 
30 Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to pass, after they went forth, that David 
behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul; so that his name was much aset by (or 
adored). (No matter what Saul tries to do, David prospers.)   



CHAPTER 19 

Saul seeks to kill David Michal saves David by artifice David joins Samuel and the company of 
prophets.  

1 AND Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David. 
2 But Jonathan Saul s son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father 
seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in a 
secret place, and hide thyself: 
3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune with my 
father of thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee. 
4 ¶ And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin 
against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works have 
been to thee-ward very good: 
5 For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the LORD wrought a great salvation for 
all Israel: thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay 
David without a cause? 
6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the LORD liveth, he shall not be 
slain. 
7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him all those things. And Jonathan brought David to 
Saul, and he was in his presence, as in times past. (Saul openly plots to kill David. Jonathan hears the 
plot and tries to dissuade Saul from doing it. Saul agrees and David is brought back to the house to live.) 
8 ¶ And there was war again: and David went out, and fought with the Philistines, and slew them with a 
great slaughter; and they fled from him. 
9 And the evil spirit (which was not of) afrom the LORD was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his 
javelin in his hand: and David played with his hand. 
10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul s 
presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night. (David is 
successful against the Philistines and Saul is again jealous. David played the harp, but this time it didn t 
soothe Saul s spirit as in times past.) 
11 Saul also sent messengers unto David s house, to watch him, and to slay him in the morning: and 
Michal David s wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow thou shalt be slain. 
(David went home but still did not believe that Saul would kill him. Only David s wife could convince 
him.) 
12 ¶ So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and escaped. (David escapes. 
Psalm 59 is written about this time. Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: defend me from them 
that rise up against me. Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and save me from bloody men. For lo, 
they lie in wait for my soul: the mighty are gathered against me; not for my transgression, nor for my 
sin, O Lord. (Psalms 59:1-3)) 
13 And Michal took an aimage, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats hair for his bolster, and 
covered it with a cloth. 
14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick. 
15 And Saul sent the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may 
slay him. 
16 And when the messengers were come in, behold, there was an image in the bed, with a pillow of 
goats hair for his bolster. 
17 And Saul said unto Michal, Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he is 
escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee? (Michal 
deceives the soldiers who have come to capture David. She says that David threatened her with death if 



she did not comply. The image was the Teraphim, an old Aramaean or Chaldean household god.) 
18 ¶ So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to 
him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. 
19 And it was told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. (David goes to Samuel in Ramah, 
who then go together to Naioth.) 
20 And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when they saw the company of the aprophets 
prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers 
of Saul, and they also prophesied. 
21 And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent 
messengers again the third time, and they prophesied also. (The soldiers go to take David, but in the 
company of the prophets, they have the Spirit and cannot harm David. The soldiers prophesy. Samuel is 
appointed over them means he was the president. Three sets of messengers are sent and they all 

prophecy.) 
22 Then went he also to Ramah, and came to a great well that is in Sechu: and he asked and said, Where 
are Samuel and David? And one said, Behold, they be at Naioth in Ramah. 
23 And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah: and the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on, 
and prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 
24 And he stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down 
naked all that day and all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the aprophets? (Saul comes 
to Naioth and prophesies by the Spirit. He did not get naked, but took off his upper garments. The phrase 
Is Saul also among the prophets? was one more chance for Saul to lay aside his hatred for David, 

repent, and return to Jehovah. From this time forward his hatred would shift from David to Jehovah. It 
was no longer against a man, but against God. The Spirit came upon him to warn him, and to reclaim 
him to the work as God s anointed king. It was unusual for kings and warriors to participate in the 
prayers, songs, and religious exercises done by the school of the prophets.) 

CHAPTER 20 

David and Jonathan make a covenant of friendship and peace They take leave of each other.  

1 AND David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? what 
is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life? 
2 And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either great or 
small, but that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so. 
3 And David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine 
eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the LORD liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death. 
4 Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul adesireth, I will even do it for thee. 
5 And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new amoon, and I should not fail to sit with 
the king at meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even. 
6 If thy father at all miss me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Beth-
lehem his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. 
7 If he say thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil is 
determined by him. 
8 Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou hast brought thy servant into a acovenant of 
the LORD with thee: notwithstanding, if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou 
bring me to thy father? 
9 And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee: for if I knew certainly that evil were determined by my father 
to come upon thee, then would not I tell it thee? 



10 Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? or what if thy father answer thee roughly? 
11 ¶ And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go out into the field. And they went out both of 
them into the field. 
12 And Jonathan said unto David, O LORD God of Israel, when I have sounded my father about to 
morrow any time, or the third day, and, behold, if there be good toward David, and I then send not unto 
thee, and shew it thee; 
13 The LORD do so and much more to Jonathan: but if it please my father to do thee evil, then I will 
shew it thee, and send thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath 
been with my father. 
14 And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the akindness of the LORD, that I die not: 
15 But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut 
off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. 
16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let the LORD even require it at the 
hand of David s enemies. 
17 And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he loved his 
own soul. 
18 Then Jonathan said to David, To morrow is the new moon: and thou shalt be missed, because thy seat 
will be empty. 
19 And when thou hast stayed three days, then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place where 
thou didst hide thyself when the business was in hand, and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. 
20 And I will shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. 
21 And, behold, I will send a lad, saying, Go, find out the arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad, Behold, 
the arrows are on this side of thee, take them; then come thou: for there is peace to thee, and no hurt; as 
the LORD liveth. 
22 But if I say thus unto the young man, Behold, the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for the LORD 
hath sent thee away. 
23 And as touching the matter which thou and I have spoken of, behold, the LORD be between thee and 
me for ever. (David leaves Naioth and returns to Jonathan. He asks what he has done to deserve Saul s 
anger and hatred. They devise a plan to know if Saul will still kill David.) 
24 ¶ So David hid himself in the field: and when the new moon was come, the king sat him down to eat 
meat.  
25 And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even upon a seat by the wall: and Jonathan arose, 
and Abner sat by Saul s side, and David s place was empty. 
26 Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing that day: for he thought, Something hath befallen him, he is 
not clean; surely he is not clean. 
27 And it came to pass on the morrow, which was the second day of the month, that David s place was 
empty: and Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, neither 
yesterday, nor to day? 
28 And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me to go to Beth-lehem: 
29 And he said, Let me go, I pray thee; for our family hath a sacrifice in the city; and my brother, he 
hath commanded me to be there: and now, if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, I pray 
thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the king s table. 
30 Then Saul s aanger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse 
rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto 
the confusion of thy mother s nakedness? 
31 For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be aestablished, nor thy 
kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. 
32 And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? what hath he 
done? 



33 And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his 
father to slay David. 
34 So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month: for 
he was grieved for David, because his father had done him shame. 
35 ¶ And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed with 
David, and a little lad with him. 
36 And he said unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot an 
arrow beyond him. 
37 And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after 
the lad, and said, Is not the arrow beyond thee? 
38 And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan s lad gathered up the 
arrows, and came to his master. 
39 But the lad knew not any thing: only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 
40 And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the city. (Jonathan 
finds out that Saul is still angry with David, and so Jonathan signals to David to flee. Saul tells Jonathan 
that as long as David lives, Jonathan will not be king.) 
41 ¶ And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a place toward the south, and fell on his face to 
the ground, and bowed himself three times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, 
until David exceeded. 
42 And aJonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of the 
LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever. And he 
arose and departed: and Jonathan went into the city. (David and Jonathan part company but keep their 
covenant with each other. David lost his wife, relatives, country and would not be able to be around the 
altars of God. Therefore, David wept loudest. Though Jonathan had never spoken it, he was fully aware 
of David s future destiny; more than that he had sad presentiment of the fate of his own house. And yet, 
in full view of it all, he believingly submitted to the will of God, and still lovingly clave to his friend. 
There is a tone of deep faith toward God, and of full trust in David in what Jonathan said. 20:14-15 

 

Jonathan is asking David to protect him and his house when he becomes king.) 

CHAPTER 23 

David smites Philistines and saves Keilah He continues to flee from Saul Jonathan comforts him in 
Ziph.  

1 THEN they told David, saying, Behold, the Philistines fight against aKeilah, and they rob the 
threshingfloors. 
2 Therefore David aenquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go and smite these Philistines? And the 
LORD said unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah. 
3 And David s men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we come 
to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? 
4 Then David enquired of the LORD yet again. And the LORD answered him and said, Arise, go down 
to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 
5 So David and his men went to Keilah, and fought with the Philistines, and brought away their cattle, 
and asmote them with a great slaughter. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 
6 And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came down 
with an ephod in his hand. (David receives word that the Philistines are going against Keilah. The sole 
surviving priest Abiathar tells him. David inquires of the Lord through the Urim and Thummim which 
Abiathar brought with him from the sanctuary. See verse 9  bring forth the ephod. This is where the U 
& T was kept and used. Verse 6 says that he brought the ephod with him.) 



7 ¶ And it was told Saul that David was come to Keilah. And Saul said, God hath delivered him into 
mine hand; for he is shut in, by entering into a town that hath gates and bars. 
8 And Saul called all the people together to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. 
(Saul thinks that because David is in a walled and gated city that he is trapped.) 
9 ¶ And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against him; and he said to Abiathar the priest, 
Bring hither the ephod. 
10 Then said David, O LORD God of Israel, thy servant hath certainly heard that Saul seeketh to come 
to Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. 
11 Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy servant hath heard? 
O LORD God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the LORD said, He will come down. 
12 Then said David, Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? And the 
LORD said, They will deliver thee up. 
13 ¶ Then David and his amen, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, and 
went whithersoever they could go. And it was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah; and he 
forbare to go forth. (David inquires from the Urim &Thummim what will happen. He escapes from 
Keilah.) 
14 And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wilderness of 
Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand. 
15 And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a 
awood. (or forest) (David hides from Saul and is delivered from Saul by God.) 
16 ¶ And aJonathan Saul s son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in 
God. 
17 And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be 
king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father aknoweth. 
18 And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went 
to his house. (Jonathan returns to David and strengthens him. Jonathan wants to be David s trusted 
advisor when he becomes king.) 
19 ¶ Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strong 
holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon? 
20 Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of thy soul to come down; and our part 
shall be to deliver him into the king s hand. 
21 And Saul said, Blessed be ye of the LORD; for ye have compassion on me. 
22 Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and see his place where ahis haunt (Heb his foot; ie his 
customary walk) is, and who hath seen him there: for it is told me that he dealeth very subtilly. 
23 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hideth himself, and come ye 
again to me with the certainty, and I will go with you: and it shall come to pass, if he be in the land, that 
I will search him out throughout all the thousands of Judah. (The Ziphites conspire with Saul to capture 
David. By now, Saul is spending his time and energy and resources in trying to kill David instead of 
ruling the kingdom.) 
24 And they arose, and went to Ziph before Saul: but David and his men were in the wilderness of 
Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. 
25 Saul also and his men went to seek him. And they told David: wherefore he came down into a rock, 
and abode in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the 
wilderness of Maon. 
26 And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that side of the mountain: and 
David made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men compassed David and his men 
round about to take them. (David escapes and hides in a cave. But is surrounded by Saul and his army.) 
27 ¶ But there came a messenger unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have 
invaded the land. 



28 Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went against the Philistines: therefore they 
called that place aSela-hammahlekoth. (ie The rock of divisions) 
29 ¶ And David went up from thence, and dwelt in astrong holds at En-gedi. (Saul gets word that the 
Philistines have attacked the kingdom so he leaves David to fight the Philistines. David is delivered by 
God from Saul. Saul almost gets David, but because of earnest faith and prayer it shows the impotence 
of  the world s might against God. David cried unto the Lord for deliverance in Psalms 54. Save me, O 
God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength. Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my 
mouth. For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul; they have not set God 
before them. For he hath delivered me out of all trouble. ) 

CHAPTER 24 

David finds Saul asleep in a cave and spares his life Saul confesses that David is more righteous than 
he David swears that he will not cut off the seed of Saul.  

1 AND it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, 
saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness of En-gedi. 
2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon 
the rocks of the wild goats. (Saul finishes with the Philistines he then seeks David again. He takes 3000 
soldiers with him.) 
3 And he came to the asheepcotes (or sheepfolds; shelters, probably caves with stone walls about the 
entrance) by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and David and his men 
remained in the bsides of the cave. (or innermost part) (Saul comes into the same cave that David and his 
men were hiding in. To cover one s feet meant to relieve oneself. ) 
4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD said unto thee, Behold, I will 
deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then 
David arose, and cut off the askirt (or hem, corner, border which signifies the portion that symbolized his 
authority) of Saul s robe bprivily. (or secretly) 
5 And it came to pass afterward, that David s heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul s skirt. 
6 And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD s 
anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the aanointed of the LORD. 
7 So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul 
rose up out of the cave, and went on his way. (David s men tell him that Saul has been delivered into his 
hands by the Lord. David cuts from his robe the hem, which symbolized his authority.  David would not 
harm the Lord s anointed. David keeps his men from killing Saul. David understood the principle of 
loyalty to those called by the Lord to preside even when they may not function perfectly in their calling. 
There was the temptation to take action in his own hands. He could have killed Saul and been justified, 
but it was up to God to take care of such things. David passed the test.) 
8 David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. 
And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 
9 ¶ And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men s words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy 
hurt? 
10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the LORD had delivered thee to day into mine hand in 
the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine eye aspared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine 
hand against my lord; for he is the bLORD s anointed. 
11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy 
robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and 
I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. 
12 The LORD ajudge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not 



be upon thee. 
13 As saith the proverb of the ancients, aWickedness proceedeth from the wicked: but mine hand shall 
not be upon thee. 
14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a 
flea. 
15 The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and 
deliver me out of thine hand. (David tells Saul that he could have killed him but didn t. His purpose in 
saying that was to show his innocence as well as telling Saul to stop seeking his life. David would not 
kill the Lord s anointed, neither should Saul kill the Lord s anointed.) 
16 ¶ And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul 
said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 
17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me agood, whereas I 
have rewarded thee evil. 
18 And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the LORD 
had delivered me into thine

 

(thy) hand, thou killedst me not. 
19 For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away? wherefore the LORD areward thee good 
for that thou hast done unto me this day. 
20 And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in thine hand. 
21 Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD, that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou 
wilt not destroy my name out of my father s house. 
22 And David sware unto Saul. And Saul went home; but David and his men gat them up unto the ahold. 
(Saul is sorry for hunting David. Saul lets David go and returns to his house. ) 

Chapter 26 - Saul seeks David one more time. David spares his life again. Saul swears that he will never 
try to kill David again, and that he now knows that David will be king.  

Chapter 31  Saul and all but one of his sons are killed in battle.  

Joseph Smith said: Ever keep in exercise the principle of mercy, and be ready to forgive our brother on 
the first intimations of repentance, and asking forgiveness; and should we even forgive our brother, or 
even our enemy, before he repent or ask forgiveness, our heavenly Father would be equally as merciful 
unto us. (HC 3:383) 

Jewish tradition says that David was anointed king about the age of twelve or thirteen. 

Additional Reading: 

THE FIRST BOOK OF 
SAMUEL 

OTHERWISE CALLED 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS 

CHAPTER 14 

Jonathan smites garrison of the Philistines Saul adjures the people to eat no food until evening
Unaware of the oath, Jonathan eats, and Saul decrees his death He is rescued by the people Saul 
vexes enemies on every hand.  



1 NOW it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man that bare his 
armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines garrison, that is on the other side. But he told not his 
father. 
2 And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree which is in Migron: and the 
people that were with him were about six hundred men; 
3 And Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, I-chabod s brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD S 
priest in Shiloh, wearing an aephod. And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. 
4 ¶ And between the apassages, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines garrison, there 
was a sharp rock on the one side, and a sharp rock on the other side: and the name of the one was Bozez, 
and the name of the other Seneh. 
5 The forefront of the one was situate northward over against Michmash, and the other southward over 
against Gibeah. 
6 And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison 
of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no arestraint to the LORD 
to save by many or by bfew. 
7 And his armourbearer said unto him, Do all that is in thine heart(;):

 

aturn thee (ie turn thee to it); 
behold, I am with thee according to thy heart. 
8 Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and we will discover ourselves unto 
them. 
9 If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then we will stand still in our place, and will not 
go up unto them. 
10 But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath delivered them into 
our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us. 
11 And both of them adiscovered (or showed, disclosed) themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: 
and the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the bholes where they had hid 
themselves. 
12 And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said, Come up to us, and 
we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up after me: for the LORD 
hath adelivered them into the hand of Israel. 
13 And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him: and they 
fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer slew after him. 
14 And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was about twenty men, within 
as it were an half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. 
15 And there was trembling in the host, in the field, and among all the people: the garrison, and the 
spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so it was a very great trembling. 
16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude melted away, 
and they went on beating down one another. 

THE SECOND BOOK OF 
SAMUEL 

OTHERWISE CALLED 
THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS 

CHAPTER 1 

David learns of death of Saul and Jonathan He slays the Amalekite who claims to have killed Saul
David laments passing of Saul and Jonathan with a song.  

1 NOW it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David was returned from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites, and David had abode two days in Ziklag; 



2 It came even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with his 
clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the earth, and 
did obeisance. 
3 And David said unto him, From whence comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the camp of Israel 
am I escaped. 
4 And David said unto him, How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me. And he answered, That the 
people are fled from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan 
his son are dead also. 
5 And David said unto the young man that told him, How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son 
be dead? 
6 And the young man that told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul 
leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. 
7 And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered, Here am I. 
8 And he said unto me, Who art thou? And I answered him, I am an Amalekite. 
9 He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay me: for anguish is come upon me, 
because my life is yet whole in me. 
10 So I stood upon him, and aslew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was fallen: 
and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought 
them hither unto my lord. 
11 Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: 
12 And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the 
people of the LORD, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. 
13 ¶ And David said unto the young man that told him, Whence art thou? And he answered, I am the 
son of a stranger, an Amalekite. 
14 And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to adestroy the 
LORD s banointed? 
15 And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him 
that he died. 
16 And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified against thee, 
saying, I have slain the LORD s anointed. 
17 ¶ And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son: 
18 (Also he bade them ateach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book 
of bJasher.) (This verse appears to be a superscription like the one appearing at the beginning of Psalm 
60) 
19 The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen! 
20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 
21 Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of 
offerings: for there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. 
22 From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the 
sword of Saul returned not empty. 
23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not adivided: 
they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 
24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on 
ornaments of gold upon your aapparel. 
25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 
26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy alove to me 



was wonderful, passing the love of women. 
27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of awar perished! 

Conclusion: 

Let God fight our battles. Don t take revenge on anyone. Have faith that God will deliver and help you. 

Jealousy and envy never make us happy. True friendship is rare, but wonderful when it happens. More 
important than having a true friend is being one. 
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