LESSON 3 by Dennis Roberts
Moses 1:27-42; Moses 2-3
The Creation
(Objective: to help members feel gratitde for god’s creations
Welcome 
Video “The Creation”
1- Moses sees a vision of God’s creations
a.
Moses 1:40
Who wrote about the creation in Genesis?
b.
Moses 1:41
Why did Moses write this account?

c.
Moses 1:27-39
What can we learn about God’s power?

d.
How do the three accounts of the creation differ?
2- Moses learns that God created all things
a.
Moses 1:32;2:1
Who created the earth?
b.
Moses 1:39
What was the purpose of the creation?

c.
How does earth life prepare us for eternal life?
d.
How did God feel about the results of the creation?
e.
Abrhm 3:24
Was the earth created out of nothing?

f.
Supplement #1
Prophet Joseph Smith
g. How long did it take to create the earth and its inhabitants?

h.
Supplement #2
Length of Creation
i.
Moses 6:63
How does the creation “bear record”?
3- Moses learns that we are created in God’s image

a.
Moses 2:26-27
In whose image are we created?
b.
Supplement #3
First Presidency

c.
Moses 7:30
What do Enoch’s words teach about God?
d.
Moses 2:26
“Dominion over creatures” means what?
Application
“I took photos and gathered pictures.  But God made the mountains and oceans. God made the whales and eagles and roses.  What I had made was an exercise in technology and composition.  What God had done was an exercise in Godhood.  And I came to know in the course of making this presentation what I still know. The thing God said when he reviewed his creation was true:


“BEHOLD, ALL THINGS WHICH I HAD MADE WERE VERY GOOD”    
.Next Lesson

Lesson 4 / Moses 4;5:1-15;6:48-62 / My Eyes are Opened
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LESSON 3 SUPPLEMENTS by Dennis Roberts
SUPPLEMENT #1
Prophet Joseph Smith

“The word create came from the [Hebrew] word baurau which does not mean to create out of nothing; it means to organize; the same as a man would organize materials and build a ship.  Hence, we infer that God had materials to organize the world out of chaos—chaotic matter” 

(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 350–51).

SUPPLEMENT #2
Length of Creation

The length of time required for the Creation is not known. The term day in the scriptural account of the Creation does not represent a 24-hour period. The Hebrew word yom can be translated as “day,” “time,” or “period.” The Apostle Peter said that “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years”


(2 Peter 3:8; see also Abraham 3:4).

SUPPLEMENT #3
First Presidency

“All men and women are in the similitude of the universal Father and Mother, and are literally the sons and daughters of Deity” 

(“The Origin of Man,” Improvement Era, Nov. 1909, 78).
SUPPLEMENT #3
Brigham Young

“I know that a great many of the scientific men of the world philosophize upon this, that and the other thing.  Geologists will tell us the earth has stood so many millions of years.  Why?  Because the Valley of Western Colorado , here, could not have washed out without taking such a length of time.  What do they know about it?  Nothing in comparison.  They also reason about the age of the world by the marvelous specimens of petrification that are sometimes discovered.  Now we can show them plenty of places where there are trees, perfect stone, running into the solid rock, and perhaps the rock is forty, fifty, or a hundred feet above the tree.  Yet it is a perfect tree.  There is the bark, there is the heart, and there is the outer‑coating between the heart and the bark, all perfect rock.  How long did it take to make this tree into rock?  We do not know.  I can tell them, simply this‑‑when the Lord Almighty brings forth the power of his chemistry he can combine the elements and make a tree into rock in one night or one day, if he chooses, or he can let it lie until it pulverises and blows to the four winds, without petrifying, just as he pleases.  He brings together these elements as he sees proper, for he is the greatest chemist there is.  He knows more about chemistry and about the formation of the earth and about dividing the earth, and more about the mountains, valleys, rocks, hills, plains, and the sands than all the scientific men that we have.  This we can say of a truth.  Well, if it takes a million years to make a perfect rock of one kind of a tree, say a cedar tree, how long would it take to make a perfect rock of a cottonwood tree? Let the chemists tell this, if they can, but they can not tell it. “
(Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, Vol.15, p.125-127, August 11, 1872)
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Video “The Creation”
I will show you the creation / creation versions vary / family pics

1- Moses sees a vision of God’s creations

a.
Moses 1:40
Who wrote about the creation in Genesis?
How many accounts of the creation do we have?

b.
Moses 1:41
Why did Moses write this account?
Were these “mistranslations” accidental?

c.
Moses 1:27-39
What can we learn about God’s power?
What about God’s love for his children?

d.
How do the three accounts of the creation differ?
It is interesting to read these accounts simultaneously
2- Moses learns that God created all things

a.
Moses 1:32;2:1
Who created the earth?
Jesus / Why important to know this?

b.
Moses 1:39
What was the purpose of the creation?
“bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man”

c.
How does earth life prepare us for eternal life?
Gain bodies, be tested, gain experience, etc.

d.
How did God feel about the results of the creation?
Moses 2:4,10,12,18,21,25,31:3:2 (8 times in brief account)

e.
Abrhm 3:24
Was the earth created out of nothing?
Lord follows laws to create and perform miracles

f.
Supplement #1
Prophet Joseph Smith
if I say “create a cake”, what do you do?

g. How long did it take to create the earth and its inhabitants?
What is a day?
h.
Supplement #2
Length of Creation
Even Moses and Abraham didn’t understand how
i.
Moses 6:63
How does the creation “bear record”?
How can we show our gratitude to God for this creation?
3- Moses learns that we are created in God’s image

a.
Moses 2:26-27
In whose image are we created?
God and Jesus;  Both?

b.
Supplement #3
First Presidency
How should this affect our testimonies, our relationships?
c.
Moses 7:30
What do Enoch’s words teach about God?
And yet he knows and loves each one of us individually!!

d.
Moses 2:26
“Dominion over creatures” means what?
They are thee for us but we need to respect them
Application
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