Old Testament
Lesson 5
Son of Man, Worship Me!
Reading Assignment: Moses 4,5 2 Nephi 2: 14-27, 
Generations after Adam and Eve, the Lord trained an Egyptian prince to be a Hebrew prophet and deliverer. Moses stood on holy ground, saw the Lord and “spoke face to face.” After the glory of that moment faded, Satan, as he always does, came to Moses to lie, to deceive. Son of man, he shrieked, worship me!
Why, we ask, would Satan think Moses would speak with the Lord, behold His glory, then be willing to believe Satan’s less-than-glowing claim of godhood? He tried because he had been so successful in the past. Eve, “in sorrow”, began giving birth to child after child outside Eden, only to have them “love Satan more than God”. These first parents kept all the commandments, and taught their children about the Lord they knew and loved.  Then, in sorrow, they watched as these first children followed the God of this World. Heartache would follow backache for these mortal pioneers.

Cain was supposed to reverse this trend. Something about his birth and promise prompted Eve to hope that this child, unlike his wayward brothers and sisters, would truly be a “man from the Lord”. Cain, though, would also fall prey to Satan’s cunning. He would instead be a man of perdition, or ‘fallen one’. 

Adam and Eve had been given a powerful reminder of their future salvation. They had been commanded to sacrifice, to shed blood from time to time. Why? They did not know, only that the Lord had commanded it. Satan, in training his young perditious apprentice, also commanded a sacrifice.  His purpose, though, to was to set up Cain for the Lord’s rejection and drive a permanent wedge between the prideful young man and his Redeemer. 
Joseph Smith, standing in his own heavenly garden, would be told by the risen Lord, that there many people on the earth that were professing His name, but “their hearts were far from Him.” Offerings to the Lord, Joseph was taught, needed to be correctly done and they must be accompanied by “clean hands and pure hearts.” 
The offerings of Cain, commanded by Satan, would have neither. Adam and Eve would soon have cause to mourn once more. Prideful Cain would turn his back on his heritage and promise and seek only to “be free”. And he would be free if not for his annoyingly righteous brother Abel.
Generations of Latter Day Saint youth have followed Cain’s fall. They reject the teachings of loving parents and pleadings of their Savior in their search to “be free”. They roll their eyes at righteous siblings and gather a circle of rebellious cohorts. Who is the Lord, they complain, that I should [have] to know him? Certainly, to their eyes, the Great and Spacious building seems to be where the party is.
