Old Testament
Lesson 6
The Covenants of the Ark
Reading Assignment: Genesis 6,7; Moses 8
Who can measure the love of a parent? Or who can plumb the depths of parent sorrowing for their wayward children? Enoch came to understand the pain of a godly parent in a remarkably intimate personal vision. 

Prophets of all dispensations have been granted a sweeping vision of the Earth and all her inhabitants. Prophets such as Moses, the brother of Jared, Nephi, and Joseph Smith have been given panoramic view of people and time as part of their prophetic call. As a result they could write to Latter-day saints and say, as did Mormon, “behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present…but, behold, Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing.”
Faithful Enoch had such a view of the post-Zion world. He saw, with horror, Satan’s “great chain” with which he “veiled the whole face of the earth with darkness”. So complete was the spiritual destruction that Satan “looked up and laughed and his angels rejoiced”.

Now the contrast. The deeping evil Enoch observed captured thousands of sons and daughters of God. They were His children. How would the God of heaven react? The answer? Like any loving parent would.

For thousands of years now, biblical scholars have characterized the Great Flood as a rash act of an angry and vengeful God. Like a frustrated sculptor, the creator would throw away the misbehaving clay and begin anew. 

Enoch, on the other hand, was blessed with a much different perspective. In a stunning revelation, he would see both the earth’s destruction and a distraught and grieving heavenly parent. He noted that “the God of heaven looked upon the residue of the people and he wept…” This tender moment, on the part of deity, brought the young prophet to ask, “How is it that the heavens weep and shed for their tears…? Enoch recorded sorrow and pain so complete that those divine tears would fall as “rain upon the mountains.”
Such is the pain of a parent for a wandering child. Behind the covenant breaking and laughter and spiritual train wreck stands a grieving parent who better understands what is at stake and what is truly being lost. The “mess of potage” will never replace the “birthright” being sold. 

When Enoch came to understand this, he would be swept away with his own “bitterness of soul” and would say “unto the heavens: I refuse to be comforted.” As a prophet in training Enoch began to love as God loves, but also to grieve as only a heavenly parent can grieve.
The story of Noah and the great cleansing flood is a tragedy of unequaled proportion. The unparalleled evil and violence of Noah’s time merited the flood. But, just as surely, it did not insulate nor spare the pain of their Heavenly Father who explain to Enoch,
“..I can hold all the creations which I have made; and mine eye can pierce them also, and among all the workmanship of mine hands there has not been so great wickness as among thy brethren…wherefore should not the heavens weep, seeing these that suffer?”

Lets take a close look at the Great Flood and the Covenants of the Ark.

