Comments on Jacob 7

As nmentioned in the coments on 6:13, it is likely this
chapter is an anmendnent after Jacob had intended to end his
portion of the plates.

This chapter presents sonething of a face off between Jacob,
the spiritual |eader of the Nephites, and a man naned Sherem who
uses sophistry to argue the Law of Moses does not suggest
anyt hi ng Messi ani ¢ what soever.

The text of the chapter, particularly Sherenis confession
prior to his death, can be arranged in an inverted parallelism
based upon subject, as follows:

A - 1 And now it canme to pass after sonme years had passed away, there
came a man anong the people of Nephi, whose nane was Sherem 2 And it
came to pass that he began to preach anong the people, and to declare
unto them that there should be no Christ. And he preached many things
which were flattering unto the people; and this he did that he m ght
overthrow the doctrine of Christ. 3 And he | abored diligently that he

m ght [ ead away the hearts of the people, insomuch that he did | ead away
many hearts;

B - and he knowi ng that |, Jacob, had faith in Christ who should
come, he sought nuch opportunity that he m ght cone unto ne. 4 And
he was | earned, that he had a perfect know edge of the | anguage of
t he people; wherefore, he could use nmuch flattery, and nmuch power
of speech, according to the power of the devil... 14 And | said
unto him What am | that | should tenpt God to show unto thee a
sign in the thing which thou knowest to be true? Yet thou wlt
deny it, because thou art of the devil. Nevertheless, not my will
be done; but if God shall snmite thee, let that be a sign unto thee
that he has power, both in heaven and in earth; and al so, that
Christ shall conme. And thy will, O Lord, be done, and not nine.

C- 15 And it cane to pass that when |, Jacob, had spoken
t hese words, the power of the Lord canme upon him insonuch
that he fell to the earth. And it came to pass that he was
nouri shed for the space of many days.

D- 16 And it cane to pass that he said unto the
peopl e: Gat her together on the norrow, for | shal
die; wherefore, | desire to speak unto the people
before I shall die

E - 17 And it cane to pass that on the norrow
the multitude were gathered together; and he
spake plainly unto them and deni ed the things
whi ch he had taught them and confessed the
Christ, and the power of the Holy Ghost, and the
m ni stering of angels.

F - 18 And he spake plainly unto them

that he had been deceived by the power of
t he devi l
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F - And he spake of hell, and of eternity,
and of eternal punishnment.

E - 19 And he said: | fear lest | have commtted
t he unpardonable sin, for | have |ied unto God;

for | denied the Christ, and said that

believed the scriptures; and they truly testify

of him

D - And because | have thus lied unto God | greatly
fear |l est ny case shall be awful; but | confess unto
God. 20 And it cane to pass that when he had said
these words he could say no nore, and he gave up the
ghost .

C - 21 And when the nultitude had witnessed that he spake
these things as he was about to give up the ghost, they were
astoni shed exceedi ngly; insonmuch that the power of God cane
down upon them and they were overcone that they fell to the
earth.

B - 22 Now, this thing was pleasing unto ne, Jacob, for | had
requested it of my Father who was in heaven; for he had heard ny
cry and answered ny prayer

A- 23 And it came to pass that peace and the |ove of God was restored
agai n anong the people; and they searched the scriptures, and hearkened
no nore to the words of this w cked nan

The first B section is quite large (v. 3c-14), and that throws
of f the bal ance of the text, but the center section is better
bal anced.

Overall, the structure presents Jacob as quite pragmati c,
particularly in the length of the first B section contrasted with
the brevity of the second B section. The first B section details
a rather hostile and unpl easant confrontation, but in the second
B section all is well that ends well as Jacob is pleased with the
out cone.

1 AND now It came to pass after some years had passed away, there
came a man among the people of Nephi, whose name was Sherem. 2
And 1t came to pass that he began to preach among the people, and
to declare unto them that there should be no Christ. And he
preached many things which were flattering unto the people; and
this he did that he might overthrow the doctrine of Christ. 3 And
he labored diligently that he might lead away the hearts of the
people, i1nsomuch that he did lead away many hearts;

and he knowing that 1, Jacob, had faith in Christ who should
come, he sought much opportunity that he might come unto me. 4
And he was learned, that he had a perfect knowledge of the
language of the people; wherefore, he could use much flattery,
and much power of speech, according to the power of the devil. 5
And he had hope to shake me from the faith, notwithstanding the
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many revelations and the many things which I had seen concerning
these things; for 1 truly had seen angels, and they had
ministered unto me. And also, 1 had heard the voice of the Lord
speaking unto me in very word, from time to time; wherefore, I
could not be shaken.

vl-5 A man nanmed Sherem cones anong the Nephites (v. 1) and
preaches agai nst Messianism He enploys sophistry and flattering
speech (v. 4) in an effort to persuade the people (v. 2). He
preaches quite a |l ot anong the people and | eads many of them away
after his doctrine. He then sets his sights on the spiritual

| eader of the Nephites (v. 3), who happens to be the author. His
intent is to shake Jacob fromhis faith, the obvious inplication
being if the spiritual |eader of the people is overthrown then
the battle is won. However, Sheremis unaware of the strength of
Jacob's faith as he has seen angels and received revel ations from
the voice of the Lord Hi nself (v. 5).

vl "there came a nan anong the people of Nephi", this suggests
Sherem was not a Nephite. The straightforward interpretation is
Sherem was a Lanmanite.

However, there are sone who argue Sheremwas in fact not a
Lehite at all, but rather was part of sone other popul ation. Wy
do people argue this? Because they are attenpting to reconcile
the views of contenporary Anthropology with the witings of the
Bof M As such, they are |ooking for proof texts supporting the
hypot hesis that there were others present in the New Wrld
besides just the Lehites. The anbiguity of this text, as it
fails to explicitly identify Sherems origins, lends itself to
such an argunent.

Such a reading is problematic, as it is likely Sheremwas a
Lamanite. Wiile there were hostilities between the Lamanites and
Nephites, v. 24 indicates there was sone degree of conmmunication
bet ween them (al so cp. Enos 1:20). Sheremalso calls Jacob
"brother” in v. 6, and as they certainly aren't religious
"brothers”, so they must be “brothers” in sonme other sense, being
related is an obvious probability.

Al so consider Sherem s argunent. He forwards a non-

Messi ani ¢ version of the Law of Mdses. |If he wasn't of Lehite
origin, where would his know edge of the Law cone fronf? The
peopl e of Zarahem a had no witten record (cf. Omi 1:17), and
the Jaredites certainly had no access to the Law of Mses.

Furt her nore, when Sherem shows up, there is nothing noting
hi s appearance as being remarkable as the | ater discovery of the
Mul ekite is (cf. Omi 1:15).

Then in v. 24, imediately after Sherem s dem se, Jacob goes
on to say that they were trying to proselyte the Lamanites, but
it was | argely unsuccessful given their hardness. dven the
proximty of the comment to the account with Sheremit is likely
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this is a conment on Sherem s behavi or being representative of
the Lamanites in general.

Thus, the evidence fromthe text points to Sherem being a
Lamani te.

v3 "he sought nuch opportunity that he m ght conme unto ne", was
Jacob avoiding hin? Was Jacob too busy with other things? Ws
Sherem seeki ng a public debate, and Jacob refused to participate?
W are left to specul ate.

v4 \When peopl e use rhetoric and sophistry to persuade others
then they are not appealing to truth or logic, they are nerely
using their facility with | anguage as a neans of w nning the
debate regardl ess of the substance or nerit of their position.
In this case, rhetoric and sophistry becone a tool of the devil
because it overthrows truth in favor of popul ar appeal and
adul ati on.

6 And It came to pass that he came unto me, and on this wise did
he speak unto me, saying: Brother Jacob, 1 have sought much
opportunity that I might speak unto you; for 1 have heard and
also know that thou goest about much, preaching that which ye
call the gospel, or the doctrine of Christ. 7 And ye have led
away much of this people that they pervert the right way of God,
and keep not the law of Moses which is the right way; and convert
the law of Moses iInto the worship of a being which ye say shall
come many hundred years hence. And now behold, I, Sherem, declare
unto you that this is blasphemy; for no man knoweth of such
things; for he cannot tell of things to come. And after this
manner did Sherem contend against me.

8 But behold, the Lord God poured in his Spirit into my
soul, insomuch that 1 did confound him in all his words. 9 And 1
said unto him: Deniest thou the Christ who shall come? And he
said: ITf there should be a Christ, I would not deny him; but I
know that there is no Christ, neither has been, nor ever will be.
10 And I said unto him: Believest thou the scriptures? And he
said, Yea. 11 And 1 said unto him: Then ye do not understand
them; for they truly testify of Christ. Behold, I say unto you
that none of the prophets have written, nor prophesied, save they
have spoken concerning this Christ. 12 And this is not all--it
has been made manifest unto me, for I have heard and seen; and it
also has been made manifest unto me by the power of the Holy
Ghost; wherefore, 1 know if there should be no atonement made all
mankind must be lost.

13 And it came to pass that he said unto me: Show me a sign
by this power of the Holy Ghost, in the which ye know so much. 14
And 1 said unto him: What am I that I should tempt God to show
unto thee a sign in the thing which thou knowest to be true? Yet
thou wilt deny i1t, because thou art of the devil. Nevertheless,
not my will be done; but iIf God shall smite thee, let that be a
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sign unto thee that he has power, both In heaven and in earth;
and also, that Christ shall come. And thy will, O Lord, be done,
and not mine. 15 And it came to pass that when 1, Jacob, had
spoken these words, the power of the Lord came upon him, insomuch
that he fell to the earth. And it came to pass that he was
nourished for the space of many days.

v6-15 The confrontation. Sherem questions Jacob's teachings
about the Messiah (v. 6) insisting he is perverting the Law of
Moses in doing so, because no man can know the future, and
therefore offending God (v. 7). VWhile Sheremis filled with the
contention of the devil (v. 4), Jacob is filled with the Spirit
of God and this enabled himto confound Sheremi s sophistry (v.
8) .

Jacob asks Sheremif he denies Christ who shall cone.

Sherem responds that he knows there will be no Christ (v. 9).
Jacob asks himis he believes in the Scriptures, and Sherem
answers affirmatively (v. 10). The Jacob states that Sherem does
not understand them because all of the prophets testify of Christ
(v. 11). Jacob then bears down on Sheremw th his own personal
revel ations regarding Christ (v. 12).

Sherem hi s sophistry having abandoned himin the face of
Jacob's personal experience, responds by demanding proof in a
sign (v. 13). Jacob rejects Sheremis demand for a sign saying he
is in no position to tenpt God, especially when Sherem woul d j ust
deny any sign given to him But, Jacob defers to CGod's
j udgenent, and if God so chooses to strike Sherem then that wll
be his sign (v. 14).

The Lord does end up providing the sign and Sheremis
struck, such that he collapses to the earth, and has to be
sust ai ned by others for sonme time (v. 15).

v9 Sherenis sophistry fails himas he contradicts hinself in
stating he knows there will be no Christ. In v. 7 he insists no
man can know the future. |If this is the case, then how can he
know that no Christ will cone? He cannot.

vl3 His demand for a sign by the Holy Spirit could easily been
seen as nockery given the "in the which ye know so nmuch". Sherem
woul d be nocki ng him because, as far as he is concerned, Jacob
cannot produce any sign by sonething he considers to be

i magi nary.

v1l5 "he was nourished for the space of nmany days", since his
bei ng struck down ultimately results in his physical death, the
nouri shing here is probably physical as well, as in he has to be
spoon fed.

16 And It came to pass that he said unto the people: Gather
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together on the morrow, for I shall die; wherefore, 1 desire to
speak unto the people before 1 shall die. 17 And it came to pass
that on the morrow the multitude were gathered together; and he
spake plainly unto them and denied the things which he had taught
them, and confessed the Christ, and the power of the Holy Ghost,
and the ministering of angels. 18 And he spake plainly unto them,
that he had been deceived by the power of the devil. And he spake
of hell, and of eternity, and of eternal punishment. 19 And he
said: | fear lest 1 have committed the unpardonable sin, for I
have lied unto God; for 1 denied the Christ, and said that 1
believed the scriptures; and they truly testify of him. And
because 1 have thus lied unto God I greatly fear lest my case
shall be awful; but 1 confess unto God. 20 And it came to pass
that when he had said these words he could say no more, and he
gave up the ghost.

21 And when the multitude had witnessed that he spake these
things as he was about to give up the ghost, they were astonished
exceedingly; insomuch that the power of God came down upon them,
and they were overcome that they fell to the earth. 22 Now, this
thing was pleasing unto me, Jacob, for I had requested it of my
Father who was in heaven; for he had heard my cry and answered my
prayer. 23 And it came to pass that peace and the love of God was
restored again among the people; and they searched the
scriptures, and hearkened no more to the words of this wicked
man .

v16-23 Sherem summons the people to himbecause he knows he is
to die soon (v. 16). \When they gather he denies his own

t eachi ngs, confesses Christ (v. 17), and states plainly he was
decei ved by Satan and so nay be punished eternally for his
actions (v. 18). Sherem expresses his fears that he may have
commtted a sin that is unpardonable in rejected Christ (v. 19),
and as he does so he dies (v. 20).

When the peopl e witness Sherem s confessions and dyi ng
breath, they are stunned, overwhel ned by the power of God, and
they coll apse (v. 21). Jacob is pleased to see this happen (v.
22) because he had requested of God that peace and unity in
wor ship be restored anong the Nephites (v. 23).

v16 "the people", presumably those spoken of in v. 3 who had
fol |l owed him

v21l The people are stunned by Sherem s confession. This
suggests the confrontati on between himand Jacob occurred in
private and not publicly. [If it had occurred publicly the people
woul d have known about Sherem being struck by a miracle and it
woul dn't have been such a shock to have himconfess in this
manner .

24 And 1t came to pass that many means were devised to reclaim
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and restore the Lamanites to the knowledge of the truth; but it
all was vain, for they delighted in wars and bloodshed, and they
had an eternal hatred against us, their brethren. And they sought
by the power of their arms to destroy us continually. 25
Wherefore, the people of Nephi did fortify against them with
their arms, and with all their might, trusting in the God and
rock of their salvation; wherefore, they became as yet,
conquerors of their enemies.

v24-25 Jacob then nentions they tried considerably to restore
the Lamanites to the truth, but they were too hardened and too
bent on war (v. 24), and so the Nephites ended up fortifying
t hensel ves agai nst them and relying upon God to protect them (v.
25) .

This followng i Mmedi ately after the Sherem account suggests
Sherenmi s behavior was representative of the hardness of the
Lamanites, and what it would take to get themto change.

26 And it came to pass that 1, Jacob, began to be old; and the
record of this people being kept on the other plates of Nephi,
wherefore, 1 conclude this record, declaring that 1 have written
according to the best of my knowledge, by saying that the time
passed away with us, and also our lives passed away like as it
were unto us a dream, we being a lonesome and a solemn people,
wanderers, cast out from Jerusalem, born in tribulation, in a
wilderness, and hated of our brethren, which caused wars and
contentions; wherefore, we did mourn out our days.

27 And 1, Jacob, saw that I must soon go down to my grave;
wherefore, 1 said unto my son Enos: Take these plates. And 1 told
him the things which my brother Nephi had commanded me, and he
promised obedience unto the commands. And I make an end of my
writing upon these plates, which writing has been small; and to
the reader 1 bid farewell, hoping that many of my brethren may
read my words. Brethren, adieu.

v26-27 Jacob closes his portion of the small plates on a sad
note with a lanent over the situation they find thenselves in (v.
26). He then recounts the command from Nephi to his own son and
transfers possession of the plates to him and bids the reader
farewel | .

v27 “adieu”, critics of the Book of Mrnon argue this French word
is an anachronism but in her article entitled Adieu: The Ri ght
Wrd After All, Angela M Crowell shows plainly the translation
of the Hebrew to this French word which was in comnmon use anong
Engl i sh speakers was appropriate. The article is online at:

http://ww. restoredcovenant. org/ Document . asp?CAT=Hebr ew+Nat ur e&DOC=Adi eu¥8A+The+Ri ght +Wor d+Af t er +Al |
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