Comments on Doctrine & Covenants 3

Section three recounts the Lord’s comments to Smith
regarding the loss of the 116 manuscri pt pages whi ch contai ned
Mornmon’ s abridgenment of the book of Lehi. Smith apparently
translated all of Mdrnon' s abridgenment from Lehi to Benjam n,
lent only that portion which dealt with Lehi to Martin Harris and
was subsequently commanded by the Lord to publish the smal
record of Nephi in the place of that which had al ready been
translated. See ny comments on Wrds of Mrnon for nore
di scussion on this.

1 THE works, and the designs, and the purposes of God cannot be
frustrated, neither can they come to naught. 2 For God doth not
walk in crooked paths, neither doth he turn to the right hand nor
to the left, neither doth he vary from that which he hath said,
therefore his paths are straight, and his course is one eternal
round. 3 Remember, remember that it is not the work of God that
is frustrated, but the work of men; 4 For although a man may have
many revelations, and have power to do many mighty works, yet if
he boasts iIn his own strength, and sets at naught the counsels of
God, and follows after the dictates of his own will and carnal
desires, he must fall and incur the vengeance of a just God upon
him.

vl-4 A general policy statenent of sorts where the Lord

i ndi cates that regardl ess of the actions of nortals or the
adversary Hs work will be acconplished. Verses 1-2 contrast v.
3-4 with the Lord's works not being frustrated opposing man's
bei ng frustrat ed.

vl "The works...designs...purposes of God", in this case
referring to the bringing forth of the Book of Mrnon, cp. v. 16,
10: 43 and 11:9 where Smith is said to be assisting in bringing
the work forth.

v4d This verse indicates that a spiritual person may fall from
grace if they allow pride to creep in, cp. Ezek. 30:8-20, Matt.
7:21-23. It also indicates that pride is the reason that humans
are not |like God as described in v. 2.

5 Behold, you have been entrusted with these things, but how
strict were your commandments; and remember also the promises
which were made to you, if you did not transgress them. 6 And
behold, how oft you have transgressed the commandments and the
laws of God, and have gone on iIn the persuasions of men. 7 For,
behold, you should not have feared man more than God. Although
men set at naught the counsels of God, and despise his words-- 8
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Yet you should have been faithful; and he would have extended his
arm and supported you against all the fiery darts of the
adversary; and he would have been with you in every time of
trouble. 9 Behold, thou art Joseph, and thou wast chosen to do
the work of the Lord, but because of transgression, if thou art
not aware thou wilt fall. 10 But remember, God is merciful;
therefore, repent of that which thou hast done which i1s contrary
to the commandment which 1 gave you, and thou art still chosen,
and art again called to the work; 11 Except thou do this, thou
shalt be delivered up and become as other men, and have no more
gift. 12 And when thou deliveredst up that which God had given
thee sight and power to translate, thou deliveredst up that which
was sacred into the hands of a wicked man, 13 Who has set at
naught the counsels of God, and has broken the most sacred
promises which were made before God, and has depended upon his
own judgment and boasted in his own wisdom. 14 And this is the
reason that thou hast lost thy privileges for a season-- 15 For
thou hast suffered the counsel of thy director to be trampled
upon from the beginning.

vb-15 Text specifically addressing Smth and the incident in
guesti on.

v7-8 It would appear fromthe text that Smth was hoping to
persuade at | east sone people to his favor and possibly di ssuade
some of his critics by releasing the manuscript.

v1l2 "a w cked man", cp. 10:6-7.

vl5 "thy director", this usage is unique and only otherw se
applied to the Liahona. This termwould have been particularly
poignant to Smith at this time as the record of Lehi surely would
have described the Liahona to sone degree, and Smith | ost that
record by failing to heed the Director. Assum ng the book of

Lehi was reasonably simlar in content to Nephi’s accounts there
woul d have been the account of the various rebellions against the
Li ahona and their subsequent failures to make progress in their
journey, etc. Only after they repented did the Liahona work
again. Thus, the Lord is drawing a correl ati on between two

i nstances of rebellion and indicating to Smth that so | ong as he
shapes up, his ultimte goal will be reached.

16 Nevertheless, my work shall go forth, for inasmuch as the
knowledge of a Savior has come unto the world, through the
testimony of the Jews, even so shall the knowledge of a Savior
come unto my people-- 17 And to the Nephites, and the Jacobites,
and the Josephites, and the Zoramites, through the testimony of
their fathers-- 18 And this testimony shall come to the knowledge
of the Lamanites, and the Lemuelites, and the Ishmaelites, who
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dwindled 1n unbelief because of the iniquity of their fathers,
whom the Lord has suffered to destroy their brethren the
Nephites, because of their iniquities and their abominations. 19
And for this very purpose are these plates preserved, which
contain these records--that the promises of the Lord might be
fulfilled, which he made to his people; 20 And that the Lamanites
might come to the knowledge of their fathers, and that they might
know the promises of the Lord, and that they may believe the
gospel and rely upon the merits of Jesus Christ, and be glorified
through faith in his name, and that through their repentance they
might be saved. Amen.

v16-20 The Lord's purpose in bringing the BofMforward is to
bring the know edge of the Savior to the natural remmants of

| srael. See 10:44-56 for the purpose of the plates expounded.
The primary target of the BofMis the natural remants of Lehi
cf. Mornmon 7:1, Moroni 10: 1.

v1l6 This one verse effectively summarizes the concepts of 1 Ne.
13 and 2 Ne. 29.

"Jews", using the Isaianic concept of Jews, meaning |srael
in general and not exclusively the literal descendants of the
tribe of Judah, cp. 2. Ne. 29:5, 2 Ne. 30:4.

"ny people”, i.e. Israel in general (cf. 3 Ne. 16:8-15) and
t he descendants of Lehi in specific.

v1l7 Even though the Nephites were culturally annihilated, the
| i neage of Nephi was not anni hil ated because sone few defected to
t he Lamanites, cf. Mrnon 6:15.

v19 For the prom ses the Lord made, see ny comments on D&C 2: 2.
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Hi storical Material Pertaining to Doctrine & Covenants 3

The first excerpt is Smth' s recounting of what transpired
wWth Harris sonme years later in a public periodical. The second
excerpt is a historical overviewwth alittle quote by Smth
concerning Martin Harris’ initial faithfulness. The third is the
preface to the first edition Book of Mrnon, which comrents
briefly on the |l oss of the manuscript. The fourth excerpt is
Smth's brief and surprisingly undetailed comments regarding the
| oss of the manuscript, choosing instead to comment noreso on
Martin's interview with Anthon. Perhaps his enbarrassnment over
the matter caused the brevity in coment. The fourth excerpt is
fromSmth's nother’s coments on the | oss of the manuscript and
are very detail ed.

The fourth and nost revealing excerpt starts with the latter
part of chapter 23 of that book and gives a rather unflattering
review of the character of Martin Harris’ wife. Chapter 24
covers the events surrounding the | oaning and the |oss of the
manuscri pt from Joseph’s point of view. Chapter 25 then
backtracks somewhat to cover the events |eading up to the |oss of
t he manuscript apparently as told by Martin Harris. Chapter 26
then covers the subsequent events to the |oss of the manuscri pt
and those leading up to the revelation of the text of D&C 3.

The single point of nost interest in Mother Smth's account
is the conclusion it was none other than Martin Harris’ wfe who
had stolen the 116 pages and conspired agai n Joseph.

Excerpt from Tines & Seasons

M. Harris having returned fromthis tour he left me and
went honme to Palnyra, arranged his affairs and returned again to
my house about the twelfth of April, eighteen hundred and twenty
ei ght, and commenced witing for me, while |I translated fromthe
pl ates, which we continued until the fourteenth of June
foll owi ng, by which tinmes he had witten one hundred and si xt een
pages of manuscript on fool scap paper. Sone tine after M.

Harris had begun to wite for me he began to teaze ne to give him
liberty to carry the witings honme and shew them and desired of
me that | would enquire of the Lord through the Ui mand Thumm m

if he mght not do so. | did enquire, and the answer was that he
must not. However, he was not satisfied with this answer, and
desired that | should enquire again. | did so, and the answer
was as before. Still he could not be contented, but insisted

that | should enquire once nore. After nuch solicitation | again
enquired of the Lord, and perm ssion was granted himto have the
writings on certain conditions, which were, that he shew t hem
only to his brother Preserved Harris, his own wife, his father,
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and his nother, and a Ms. Cobb, a sister to his wife. 1In
accordance with this |last answer | required of himthat he should
bind hinself in a covenant to ne in the npbst sol emm manner, that
he woul d not do otherwi se than had been directed. He did so. He
bound hinself as | required of him took the witings and went
hi s way.

Not wi t hst andi ng however the great restrictions which he had
been | aid under, and the solemity of the covenant which he had
made with nme, he did shew themto others, and by stratagemthey
got themaway from him and they never have been recovered nor
obt ai ned back again unto this day. (Joseph Smith, Tinmes &
Seasons, Vol. 3, pages 785-786, May 16, 1842)

Excerpt from Joseph Smth and the Doctrine and Covenants

Moroni continued to tutor the young prophet for four years.
After Joseph Smith obtained the gold plates fromthe angel in
Sept enber 1827, persecution intensified. Consequently, in
Decenber, Joseph and Enma noved to Harnony, Pennsylvania, and
| ocat ed near her parents' home. There Joseph began translating
t he Book of Mornmon with Emma serving as scribe. In February 1828,
Martin Harris, a Palnyra farmer who had previously befriended and
assisted the Prophet, traveled to Harnony to personally help with
the work. In that same nonth, Martin also journeyed to New York
City, where an ancient prophecy was fulfilled (see Joseph
Smth-H story 1:64-65).

A relatively unknown history witten by Joseph Smith in 1832
poi nts out that because of Martin's faith and his assisting
Joseph in the nove to Harnony, "the Lord appeared unto himin a
vi sion and shewed unto himhis marvilous work which he was about
to do and <he> inediately cane to Su[s]quehanna and said the Lord
had shown himthat he nust go to new York City with some of the
c<h>aracters so we proceeded to coppy sone of them and he took
his Journy to the Eastern Cittys and to the Learned <sayi ng> read
this | pray thee and the learned said | cannot but if he would
bring the plates they would read it but the Lord had fo<r>bid it
and he returned to ne and gave themto <me to> translate and |
said... [I] cannot for | amnot |earned, but the Lord had
prepared... spectacles for to read the Book therefore | comrenced
translating the char=acters and thus the Prop[h]icy of |s<ai>ah
was fulfilled which is witten in the 29 chapter concerning the
book" (Jessee, Personal Witings, pp. 7-8).

In April 1828, Martin arranged his business affairs in
Pal nyra, returned to Harnony, and becane a scribe for Joseph
Smth. By June 14, the Prophet had dictated 116 pages of
manuscript. Martin, on three separate occasions, asked Joseph for
perm ssion to take the manuscript to showto rel atives and
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friends in Palnmyra. The first two tinmes, the Lord denied the
request, but the third time granted it, if Martin would show t he
witings only to five specified nmenbers of his imediate fam|ly.
"In accordance with this |ast answer,"” Joseph recorded, "I
required of himthat he should bind hinself in a covenant to ne
in a nmost sol enmm manner that he would not do otherw se than had
been directed. He did so. He bound hinself as | required of him
took the witings, and went his way. Notw thstandi ng, however,
the great restrictions which he had been | aid under, and the
solemity of the covenant which he had made with nme, he did show
themto others, and by stratagemthey got themaway from him and
t hey never have been recovered unto this day" (H story of the
Church, 1:21). (Mlton V. Backman, Jr, and Richard O Cowan,
Joseph Smith and the Doctrine and Covenants, pages 8-10)

Preface to the First Edition Book of Nornon

PREFACE.

TO THE READER- -

As many fal se reports have been circul ated respecting the
foll owi ng work, and al so many unl awful neasures taken by evil

desi gning persons to destroy ne, and also the work, | would
informyou that | translated, by the gift and power of God, and
caused to be witten, one hundred and si xteen pages, the which
took fromthe Book of Lehi, which was an account abridged from
the plates of Lehi, by the hand of Mrnon; which said account,
sonme person or persons have stolen and kept from ne,
notwi t hstandi ng ny utnost exertions to recover it again--and
bei ng commanded of the Lord that | should not translate the sane
over again, for Satan has put it into their hearts to tenpt the
Lord their God, by altering the words, that they did read
contrary to fromthat which | translated and caused to be
witten; and if | should bring forth the sanme words again, or, in
other words, if | should translate the sane over again, they
woul d publish that which they had stolen, and Satan would stir up
the hearts of this generation, that they m ght not receive this
wor k: but behold, the Lord said unto nme, | will not suffer that
Satan shall acconplish his evil design in this thing: therefore
thou shalt translate fromthe plates of Nephi, until ye conme to
that which ye have transl ated, which ye have retai ned; and behol d
ye shall publish it as the record of Nephi; and thus | will
confound those who have altered ny words. | will not suffer that
they shall destroy ny work; yea, | will shew unto themthat ny
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wi sdomis greater than the cunning of the Devil. Werefore, to

be obedi ent unto the commandnents of God, | have, through his
grace and nercy, acconplished that which he hath conmmanded ne
respecting this thing. 1 would also informyou that the plates

of which hath been spoken, were found in the township of
Manchester, Ontario county, New YorKk.

Excerpt fromH story of the Church

At length the tinme arrived for obtaining the plates, the
Uimand Thummim and the Breastplate. On the twenty-second day
of Septenber, one thousand ei ght hundred and twenty-seven, having
gone as usual at the end of another year to the place where they
wer e deposited, the sane heavenly nmessenger delivered themup to
me with this charge: that | should be responsible for them that
if I should let themgo carelessly, or through any negl ect of
mne, | should be cut off; but that if I would use all ny
endeavors to preserve them until he, the nmessenger, should cal
for them they should be protected.

| soon found out the reason why | had received such strict
charges to keep them safe, and why it was that the nessenger had
said that when | had done what was required at ny hand, he would
call for them For no sooner was it known that | had them than
t he nost strenuous exertions were used to get themfromme. Every
stratagemthat could be invented was resorted to for that
pur pose. The persecution becane nore bitter and severe than
before, and nmultitudes were on the alert continually to get them
fromme if possible. But by the wisdom of God, they renained safe
in ny hands, until | had acconplished by them what was required
at ny hand. \Wen, according to arrangenents, the nessenger called
for them | delivered them up to him and he has themin his
charge until this day, being the [p.19] second day of My, one
t housand ei ght hundred and thirty-eight.

The excitenent, however, still continued, and runmor wi th her
t housand tongues was all the tinme enployed in circulating
fal sehoods about ny father's famly, and about nyself. If | were
to relate a thousandth part of them it would fill up vol unes.
The persecution, however, becane so intolerable that I was under
t he necessity of |eaving Manchester, and going with ny wife to
Susquehanna county, in the state of Pennsyl vani a.

Wil e preparing to start, being very poor, and the
persecution so heavy upon us that there was no probability that
we woul d ever be otherwise,-in the mdst of our afflictions we
found a friend in a gentleman by the nane of Martin Harris,2 who
came to us and gave ne fifty dollars to assist us on our journey.
M. Harris was a resident of Palmyra township, Wayne county, in
the state of New York, and a farner of respectability. By this
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timely aid was | enabled to reach the place of nmy destination in
Pennsyl vani a; and imedi ately after ny arrival there |I conmenced
copying the characters off the plates. | copied a considerable
nunber of them and by nmeans of the Urimand Thumm m | translated
some of them which I did between the tine | arrived at the house
of ny wife's father, in the nonth of Decenber, and the February
fol | ow ng.

Sonme time in this nonth of February, the aforenentioned M.
Martin Harris came to our place, got the characters which | had
drawn off the plates, and started with themto the city of New
York. For what took place relative to himand the characters, |
refer to his own account of [p.20] the circunstances, as he
related themto ne after his return, which was as foll ows:

| went to the city of New York, and presented the
characters which had been translated, with the
translation thereof, to Professor Charles Anthon, a
gentl eman cel ebrated for his literary attai nments.

Prof essor Anthon stated that the translation was
correct, nore so than any he had before seen transl ated
fromthe Egyptian. | then showed himthose which were
not yet translated, and he said that they were
Egyptian, Chaldaic, Assyric, and Arabic; and he said
they were true characters. He gave ne a certificate,
certifying to the people of Palnmyra that they were true
characters, and that the translation of such of them as
had been transl ated was al so correct. | took the
certificate and put it into nmy pocket, and was j ust

| eavi ng the house, when M. Anthon called ne back, and
asked me how the young man found out that there were
gold plates in the place where he found them

answered that an angel of God had revealed it unto him

He then said to ne, "Let nme see that certificate.”
accordingly took it out of nmy pocket and gave it to
him when he took it and tore it to pieces, saying,

that there was no such thing now as mnistering of
angels, and that if I would bring the plates to him he

woul d translate them | informed himthat part of the
pl ates were sealed, and that | was forbidden to bring
them He replied, "I cannot read a seal ed book." | left

himand went to Dr. Mtchell, who sancti oned what
Pr of essor Anthon had said respecting both the
characters and the translation.3

M. Harris, having returned fromhis tour, left me and went
home to Pal nyra, arranged his affairs, and returned again to ny
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house about the 12th of April, 1828, and comenced witing for ne
while | translated fromthe plates, which we continued until the
14t h of June followi ng, [p.21] by which tine he had witten one
hundred and si xteen pages of nmanuscript on fool scap paper. Sone
time after M. Harris had begun to wite for ne, he began to
importune me to give himliberty to carry the witings home and
show t hem and desired of nme that | would inquire of the Lord,
through the Uimand Thummim if he m ght not do so. | did
inquire, and the answer was that he nust not. However, he was not
satisfied with this answer, and desired that | should inquire
again. | did so, and the answer was as before. Still he could not
be contented, but insisted that | should inquire once nore. After
much solicitation | again inquired of the Lord, and perni ssion
was granted himto have the witings on certain conditions; which
were, that he show themonly to his brother, Preserved Harris,
his owmn wife, his father and his nother, and a Ms. Cobb, a
sister to his wife. In accordance with this [ast answer, |
required of himthat he should bind hinself in a covenant to ne
in a nmost sol enmm manner that he would not do otherw se than had
been directed. He did so. He bound hinself as | required of him
took the witings, and went his way. Notw thstandi ng. however,
the great restrictions which he had been | aid under, and the
solemity of the covenant which he had made with nme, he did show
themto others, and by stratagemthey got themaway from him and
t hey never have been recovered unto this day.

In the nmeantine, while Martin Harris was gone with the

witings, | went to visit ny father's famly at Manchester.
continued there for a short season, and then returned to ny place
in Pennsylvania. Inmediately after nmy return home, | was wal ki ng

out a little distance, when, behold, the former heavenly
messenger appeared and handed to ne the Ui mand Thumm m again
for it had been taken fromne in consequence of ny having wearied
the Lord in asking for the privilege of letting Martin Harris
take the witings, which he |ost by transgression-and | inquired
of the Lord through it, and obtained the foll ow ng:

[text of D&C 3 quot ed]
(Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 1, Ch. 3, pages 18-21)

Excerpt from H story of Joseph Smith, by his Mther

Wth the view of commencing the work of translation and
carrying it forward as speedily as circunstances would permt,
Joseph cane to ne one afternoon and requested nme to go to this
M. Harris and informhimthat he had got the plates and that he
desired to see M. Harris concerning the matter. This, indeed,
was an errand which | nuch disliked as M. Harris' wife was a
very peculiar woman, one that was naturally of a very jeal ous
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di sposition; besides this, she was rather dull of hearing and
when anyt hing was said that she did not hear distinctly she
suspected that it was sone secret which was designedly kept from
her. So | told Joseph that | would rather not go, unless | could
have the privilege of speaking to her first upon the subject. To
this he consented and I went according to his request.

On arriving at M. Harris', | cautiously detailed the
particulars with regard to Joseph's finding the plates, so far as
wi sdom di ct ated and necessity demanded in order to satisfy Ms.
Harris' curiosity. However, she did not wait for nme to get
through with nmy story before she comrenced urging upon nme a
consi der abl e anbunt of noney that she had at her command. Her
husband al ways al |l owed her to keep a private purse in order to
satisfy her singular disposition, and it was this private noney
that she wished nme to receive. She also had a sister living with
her who desired ne to receive an anmount of noney, | think sone
seventy-five dollars, to assist in getting the Record transl ated.

| told her that | came on no such business, that | did not
want her noney and that Joseph would attend to his own affairs;
but, that I would like to talk to M. Harris a nmonent and then
return hone, as ny famly woul d soon be expecting nme. Yet,
notwi thstanding all this, she was determ ned to assist in the
busi ness, for she said she knew that we should want noney and she
coul d spare two hundred dollars as well as not.

After detaining ne a few mnutes she went with nme to her
husband and | told himthat | wi shed to speak to him He replied
that he was not going to stop his work, for he was just |aying
the last brick in his hearth.

"You see,"” said he, "this is the last work | have to do on
the house, and it is the last work | shall do about the house, or
on the farm in one year. And when this is done | amgoing to
hire a hand to work a year for ne, as | shall travel that |ength
of tinme before | shall settle nyself at home again.”

After conpleting the work in which he was engaged, he |eft
t he house, but was absent only a short tine. On returning, he
came to ne and said, "Now | ama free nman--ny hands are
al together untied--1 can cone and go and do as | please.”

| related, in short, the errand on which | had cone. He said
that he woul d see Joseph in the course of a few days. At this his
wi fe exclained, "Yes, and | amcomng to see him too, and | wll
be there on Tuesday afternoon, and will stop over night."

Accordi ngly, when Tuesday afternoon arrived, Ms. Harris
made her appearance and as soon as she was well seated she began
to inportune ny son relative to the truth of what he had said
concerning the Record, declaring that if he really had any
pl ates, she would see them and that she was determ ned to help
hi m publ i sh them
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He told her she was m staken--that she could not see them
for he was not permtted to exhibit themto any one except those
whom t he Lord should appoint to testify of them "And, in
relation to assistance,” he observed, "I always prefer dealing
with nen, rather than their wves."

This highly displeased Ms. Harris, for she considered
hersel f al toget her superior to her husband and she continued her
importunities. She would say, "Now, Joseph, are you not telling
me a lie? Can you look full in ny eye and say before God that you
have in reality found a Record, as you pretend?”

To this Joseph replied, rather indifferently, "Wy, yes,

Ms. Harris, | would as soon |look you in the face and say so as
not, if that will be any gratification to you."

Then said she, "Joseph, | will tell you what | will do, if I
can get a witness that you speak the truth, I wll believe all
you say about the matter and | shall want to do sonethi ng about
the translation--1 nean to help you any way."

This cl osed the evening's conversation. The next norning,
soon after she arose, she related a very remarkabl e dream whi ch
she said she had had during the night. It ran about as foll ows:
She said that a personage appeared to her who told her that as
she had disputed the servant of the Lord, and said his word was
not to be believed, and had al so asked hi m many i nproper
guestions, she had done that which was not right in the sight of
God. After which he said to her, "Behold, here are the plates,
| ook upon them and believe."

After giving us an account of her dream she described the
Record very mnutely, then told us that she had nade up her mnd
inrelation to the course which she intended to pursue; nanely,
that she had in her possession twenty-eight dollars which she
received fromher nother just before she died, while she was on
her death bed, and that Joseph should accept of it. If he would,
he m ght give his note, but he should certainly take it upon sone
ternmns.

The | ast proposal Joseph accepted in order to get rid of
further inportunity upon the subject.

Soon afterwards, Alva Hale, Joseph's brother-in-law, canme to
our house from Pennsyl vania, for the purpose of noving Joseph to
his father-in-law s, as word had been sent to themthat Joseph
desired to nove there as soon as he could settle up his business.
During the short interval of Alva's stay with us, he and Joseph
were one day in Palnmyra, at a public-house, transacting sone
busi ness. As they were thus engaged, M. Harris canme in: he
stepped imediately up to ny son and taking himby the hand,
said, "How do you do, M. Smth." After which he took a bag of
silver fromhis pocket and said again, "Here, M. Smth, is fifty
dollars; | give this to you to do the Lord's work with; no,
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give it to the Lord for his own work."

"No," said Joseph, "W will give you a note, M. Hale, |
presune, will sign it with ne." "Yes," said Alva, "I will sign
it."

M. Harris, however, insisted that he would give the noney
to the Lord, and called those present to witness the fact that he
gave it freely and did not demand any conpensation, that it was
for the purpose of helping M. Smth to do the Lord' s work. And
as | have been informed, nmany were present on that occasi on who
wi t nessed the sanme circunstance.

Joseph in a short tinme arranged his affairs and was ready
for the journey. The Record and breast-plate, for security, he
nailed up in a box and then put theminto a strong cask; and
after filling the cask with beans, headed it up again.

When it becane generally known that Joseph was about novi ng
to Pennsylvania, a nob of fifty nmen coll ected thensel ves
together, and they went to Dr. MIntyre and requested himto take
t he command of the conpany, stating that they were resol ved on
following "Joe Smth" and taking his "Gold Bible" fromhim The
doctor's ideas and feelings did not altogether harnonize with
theirs, and he told themthey were a pack of devilish fools, and
to go hone and m nd their own business; that if Joseph Smth had
any business of that sort to attend to, he was capabl e of doing
it, and that it would be better for themto busy thensel ves about
t hat which nore concerned them

After this a quarrel arose anong them respecti ng who shoul d
be captain, and it ran so high that it broke up the expedition.

When Joseph had had a sufficient tine to acconplish the
journey and transcri be some of the Egyptian characters, it was
agreed that Martin Harris should follow him-and that he (Martin)
shoul d take the characters to the East, and, on his way, he was
to call on all the professed linguists, in order to give them an
opportunity to display their talents in giving a translation of
t he characters.

Wen Ms. Harris heard of what her husband had in
contenpl ati on, she resolved to acconpany him but he, concl uding
that it would be better to go without her, left quite suddenly
wi t hout her know edge, in conpany with nmy son Hyrum

Ms. Harris soon m ssed her husband, and came to ne for the
pur pose of ascertaining if I knew where he was. | told her what
he had said concerning his |eaving, suppressing, however, his
remar ks pertaining to herself.

On hearing this, she becane highly exasperated, and charged
me with planning the whole affair. | protested against it,
asserting that | had nothing to do with the plan, nor the
execution of it. Furthernore, that the business of a house, which
was the natural cares of a woman, was all that | attenpted to
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dictate, or interfere with, unless it was by ny husband's or
son's request.

Ms. Harris then observed that she had property, and knew
how to take care of it, which she would convince ne of.

"Now, stop" said |, "do you know that we have never asked
you for noney or property? and that if we had been disposed to
t ake advantage of your liberality, could we not have obtained at
| east, two hundred and seventy dollars of your cash?" She
answered in the affirmative, notw thstanding she went hone in a
great rage, determ ned to have satisfaction for the treatnent
whi ch she had received.

In a short tinme M. Harris returned, and his w fe's anger
ki ndl ed afresh at his presence, insonuch that she prepared a
separate bed and room for him which roomshe refused to enter.

A young man by the name of Di kes, had been payi ng sone
attention to Mss Lucy, Martin Harris' ol dest daughter. To this
young man M. Harris was quite attached, and his daughter Lucy
was by no means opposed to him but Ms. Harris, of course, was
deci dedly upon the negative. However, just at this crisis, a
schenme entered her brain which materially changed her deport nent
to M. Dikes. She told him if he would nmanage to get the
Egyptian characters from M. Harris' possession, and procure a
roomin Palnyra for the purpose of transcribing them and then
bring her the transcript, that she would consent to his marriage
wi th her daughter Lucy.

To this, M. Dikes cheerfully consented, and suffice it to
say he succeeded to her satisfaction, and thus received the
prom sed reward.

Wen M. Harris began to nmake preparations to start for
Pennsyl vania the second tine, with the view of witing for
Joseph, his wife told himthat she had fully decreed in her heart
to acconmpany him M. Harris, having no particular objections,

i nformed her that she m ght do so; that she m ght go and stay one
or two weeks, and then he would bring her home again, after which
he woul d return, and resune his witing for Joseph. To this she
cheerfully agreed. But M. Harris little suspected what he had to
encounter by this nove. The first tine he exhibited the
characters before named, she took out of her pocket an exact copy
of the same; and told those present, that "Joe Smith" was not the
only one who was in possession of this great curiosity, that she
had the sanme characters, and, they were quite as genui ne as those
shown by M. Harris. This course she continued to pursue, until
they arrived at Joseph's.

As soon as she arrived there, she infornmed himthat her
object in comng, was to see the plates, and that she woul d never
| eave until she had acconplished it. Accordingly, w thout del ay,
she comrenced ransacki ng every nook and corner about the
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house--chests, trunks, cupboards, etc.; consequently, Joseph was
under the necessity of renoving both the breast-plate and the
Record fromthe house, and secreting them el sewhere. Not finding
themin the house, she concluded that Joseph had buried them and
t he next day she conmmenced searching out of doors, which she
continued to do until about two o'clock p.m She then cane in

rather ill-natured; after warmng herself a little, she asked
Joseph's wife if there were snakes in that country in the winter.
She replied in the negative. Ms. Harris then said, "I have been

wal ki ng round in the woods to | ook at the situation of your
pl ace, and as | turned round to conme home, a trenmendous bl ack
snake stuck up his head before nme, and comenced hissing at ne."

The woman was so perpl exed and di sappointed in all her
undert aki ngs, that she left the house and took | odgi ngs during
her stay in Pennsylvania with a near nei ghbor, to whom she stated
that the day previous she had been hunting for the plates, and
that, after a tedious search, she at length cane to a spot where
she judged, fromthe appearance of things, they nust be buried;
but upon stooping down to scrape away the snow and | eaves, in
order to ascertain the fact, she encountered a horrible black
snake which gave her a terrible fright, and she ran with al
possi bl e speed to the house.

Wiile this wonman renmai ned in the nei ghborhood, she did al
that lay in her power to injure Joseph in the estimation of his
nei ghbors--telling themthat he was a grand inposter, and, that
by his specious pretentions, he had seduced her husband into the
belief that he (Joseph Smth) was sone great one, nerely through
a design upon her husband's property.

When she returned hone, being about two weeks after her
arrival in Harnony, the place where Joseph resided, she
endeavored to di ssuade her husband fromtaking any further part
in the publication of the Record; however, M. Harris paid no
attention to her, but returned and continued witing.

| medi ately after Martin Harris | eft hone for Pennsyl vani a,
his wife went fromplace to place, and from house to house,
telling her grievances, and declaring that Joseph Smith was
practicing a deception upon the people, which was about to strip
her of all that she possessed, and that she was conpelled to
deposit a few things away fromhome in order to secure them So
she carried away her furniture, |linen, and beddi ng; al so other
noveabl e articles, until she nearly stripped the prem ses of
everything that could conduce either to confort or convenience,
depositing themw th those of her friends and acquai ntances, in
whom she reposed sufficient confidence to assure her of their
future safety.

Chapter 24
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Martin Harris, having witten some one hundred and si xt een
pages for Joseph, asked perm ssion of ny son to carry the
manuscri pt home with him in order to let his wife read it, as he
hoped it m ght have a salutary effect upon her feelings.

Joseph was willing to gratify his friend as far as he could
consistently, and he inquired of the Lord to know if he m ght do
as Martin Harris had requested, but was refused. Wth this, M.
Harris was not altogether satisfied, and, at his urgent request,
Joseph i nquired again, but received a second refusal. Still,
Martin Harris persisted as before, and Joseph applied again, but
the | ast answer was not |like the two former ones. In this, the
Lord permtted Martin Harris to take the manuscript home with
him on condition that he would exhibit it to none, save five
i ndi vi dual s whom he had nenti oned, and who bel onged to his own
famly.

M. Harris was delighted with this, and bound hinself in a
witten covenant of the nobst solemm nature, that he woul d
strictly conply with the injunctions which he had received. Wi ch
bei ng done, he took the manuscript and went hone.

Joseph did not suspect but that his friend would keep his
faith, consequently, he gave hinself no uneasiness with regard to
the matter.

Shortly after M. Harris left, Joseph's w fe becane the
not her of a son, which, however, remained with her but a short
time before it was snatched fromher arns by the hand of death.
And t he not her seened, for sonme tinme, nore like sinking with her
infant into the mansion of the dead, than renmaining with her
husband anong the living. Her situation was such for two weeks,
that Joseph slept not an hour in undisturbed quiet. At the
expiration of this tinme she began to recover, but as Joseph's
anxi ety about her began to subside, another cause of trouble
forced itself upon his mnd. M. Harris had been absent nearly
t hree weeks, and Joseph had received no intelligence whatever
fromhim which was al toget her aside of the arrangenent when they
separated. But Joseph kept his feelings fromhis wife, fearing
that if she becanme acquainted with themit mght agitate her too
nmuch.

In a few days, however, she nentioned the subject herself,
and desired her husband to go and get her nother to stay with
her, while he should repair to Palnyra, for the purpose of
| earning the cause of M. Harris' absence as well as silence. At
first Joseph objected, but seeing her so cheerful, and so willing
to have him |l eave honme, he finally consented.

He set out in the first stage that passed for Pal nyra, and,
when he was left to hinself, he began to contenplate the course
whi ch Martin had taken, and the risk which he (Joseph) had run in
letting the manuscript go out of his hands--for it could not be

3.15



obtai ned again, in case Martin had lost it through transgression,
except by the power of God, which was sonet hi ng Joseph coul d
hardly hope for--and that, by persisting in his entreaties to the
Lord, he had perhaps fallen into transgression, and thereby | ost
t he manuscript. Wen, | say, he began to contenpl ate these
things, they troubled his spirit, and his soul was noved with
fearful apprehensions. And, although he was now nearly worn out,
sleep fled fromhis eyes, neither had he any desire for food, for
he felt that he had done wong, and how great his condemmati on
was he did not know.

Only one passenger was in the stage besides hinself: this
man observi ng Joseph's gl oony appearance, inquired the cause of
his affliction, and offered to assist himif his services would
be acceptabl e. Joseph thanked himfor his kindness, and nentioned
that he had been watching sone tinme with a sick wife and child,
that the child had died, and that his wife was still very | ow
but refrained fromgiving any further explanation. Nothing nore
passed between them upon this subject, until Joseph was about

| eaving the stage; at which tinme he remarked, that he still had
twenty mles further to travel on foot that night, it being then
about ten o'clock. To this the stranger objected, saying, "l have

wat ched you since you first entered the stage, and | know t hat
you have neither slept nor eaten since that tine, and you shal
not go on foot twenty mles alone this night; for, if you nust
go, | will be your conpany. Now tell nme what can be the trouble
t hat makes you thus dispirited?”

Joseph replied, about as before--that he had left his wife
in so lowa state of health, that he feared he should not find
her alive when he returned; besides, he had buried his first and
only child but a few days previous. This was true, though there
was another trouble lying at his heart, which he dared not to
menti on.

The stranger then observed, "I feel to synpathize with you,
and | fear that your constitution, which is evidently not strong,
wi |l be inadequate to support you. You will be in danger of

falling asleep in the forest, and of neeting with sone awf ul
di saster.™

Joseph agai n thanked the gentleman for his kindness, and,
| eavi ng the stage, they proceeded together. Wen they reached our
house it was nearly daylight. The stranger said he was under the
necessity of |eading Joseph the last four mles by the arm for
nature was too much exhausted to support himany |onger, and he
woul d fall asleep as he was wal ki ng al ong, every few m nutes,
towards the last of this distance.

On entering our house, the stranger renarked that he had
brought our son through the forest, because he had insisted on
com ng, that he was sick, and needed rest, as well as
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refreshnent, and that he ought to have sone pepper tea to warm
his stomach. After thus directing us, relative to our son, he
said, that when we had attended to Joseph he would thank us for a
little breakfast for hinself, as he was in a haste to be on his

j our ney agai n.

When Joseph had taken a little nourishnment, according to the
directions of the stranger, he requested us to send i medi ately
for M. Harris. This we did without delay. And when we had given
the stranger his breakfast, we comenced preparing breakfast for
the famly; and we supposed that M. Harris would be there, as
soon as it was ready, to eat with us, for he generally canme in
such haste when he was sent for. At eight o' clock we set the
victuals on the table, as we were expecting himevery nonment. W
waited till nine, and he came not--till ten, and he was not
there--till eleven, still he did not nmake his appearance. But at
hal f past twelve we saw himwal king with a sl ow and neasured
tread towards the house, his eyes fixed thoughtfully upon the
ground. On coming to the gate, he stopped, instead of passing
t hrough, and got upon the fence, and sat there sonme tine with his
hat drawn over his eyes. At length he entered the house. Soon
after which we sat down to the table, M. Harris with the rest.
He took up his knife and fork as if he were going to use them
but i mredi ately dropped them Hyrum observing this, said
“Martin, why do you not eat; are you sick ?" Upon which M.
Harris pressed his hands upon his tenples, and cried out in a
tone of deep anguish, "Oh, | have lost ny soul! | have lost ny
soul !'"

Joseph who had not expressed his fears till now, sprang from
the table, exclaimng, "Martin, have you | ost that manuscript?
Have you broken your oath, and brought down condemati on upon ny
head as well as your own?"

"Yes; it is gone," replied Martin, "and I know not where."

"Ch, ny God !'" said Joseph, clinching his hands. "All is
lost! all is lost! Wat shall | do? | have sinned--it is | who
tenpted the wath of God. | should have been satisfied with the
first answer which | received fromthe Lord; for he told ne that
it was not safe to let the witing go out of ny possession.” He
wept and groaned, and wal ked the fl oor continually.

At length he told Martin to go back and search again.

"No"; said Martin, "it is all in vain; for | have ripped
open beds and pillows; and | knowit is not there."

"Then must 1," said Joseph, "return with such a tale as
this? | dare not do it. And how shall | appear before the Lord?

O what rebuke am 1 not worthy fromthe angel of the Most Hi gh?"

| besought himnot to nourn so, for perhaps the Lord would
forgive him after a short season of hum liation and repentance.
But what could | do to confort him when he saw all the famly in
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the sane situation of mnd as hinself; for sobs and groans, and
the nost bitter lanmentations filled the house. However, Joseph
was nore distressed than the rest, as he better understood the
consequences of di sobedi ence. And he continued paci ng back and
forth, meantime weeping and grieving, until about sunset, when,
by persuasion, he took a little nourishnent.

The next norning, he set out for honme. W parted with heavy
hearts, for it now appeared that all which we had so fondly
anti ci pated, and which had been the source of so nmuch secret
gratification, had in a nonment fled, and fled forever.

Chapter 25

| will now give you a sketch of the proceedings of Martin
Harris during the tine he was absent from Joseph.

After |eaving Joseph, he arrived at honme with the nmanuscri pt
in safety. Soon after, he exhibited the manuscript to his wife
and famly. Hs wife was so pleased with it, that she gave him
the privilege of locking it up in her own set of drawers, which
was a special favor, for she had never before this allowed him
even the privilege of looking into them After he had shown the
manuscri pt to those who had a right, according to his oath, to
see it, he went with his wife to visit one of her relatives, who
lived sonme ten or fifteen mles distant.

After remaining with thema short tinme, he returned hone,
but his w fe declined acconpanyi ng hi mback. Soon after his
return, a very particular friend of his nade hima visit, to whom
he related all that he knew concerning the Record. The man's
curiosity was nuch excited, and, as m ght be expected, he
earnestly desired to see the manuscript. Martin was so anxious to
gratify his friend, that, although it was contrary to his
obligation, he went to the drawer to get the manuscript, but the
key was gone. He sought for it sonme tine, but could not find it.
Resol ved, however, to carry his purpose into execution, he picked
the lock, and, in so doing, considerably injured his wife's
bureau. He then took out the manuscript, and, after showing it to
this friend, he renmoved it to his own set of drawers, where he
could have it at his conmand. Passing by his oath, he showed it
to any good friend that happened to call on him

Wien Ms. Harris returned, and discovered the marred state
of her bureau, her irascible tenper was excited to the utnost
pitch, and an intol erable storm ensued, which descended with the
greatest violence upon the devoted head of her husband.

Havi ng once nmade a sacrifice of his conscience, M. Harris
no |l onger regarded its scruples; so he continued to exhibit the
witings, until a short tine before Joseph arrived, to any one
whom he regarded as prudent enough to keep the secret, except our
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famly, but we were not allowed to set our eyes upon them

For a short tinme previous to Joseph's arrival, M. Harris
had been ot herwi se engaged, and thought but little about the
manuscri pt. Wien Joseph sent for him he went imrediately to the
drawer where he had left it, but, behold it was gone! He asked
his wife where it was. She solemmly averred that she did not know
anyt hing respecting it. He then nade a faithful search throughout
t he house, as before rel ated.

The manuscri pt has never been found; and there is no doubt
but Ms. Harris took it fromthe drawer, with the view of
retaining it until another translation should be given, then to
alter the original translation, for the purpose of show ng a
di screpancy between them and thus nmake the whol e appear to be a
decepti on.

It seened as though Martin Harris, for his transgression,
suffered tenporally as well as spiritually. The same day on which
t he foregoing circunstances took place, a dense fog spread itself
over his fields, and blighted his wheat while in the blow, so
that he | ost about two-thirds of his crop, whilst those fields
which lay only on the opposite side of the road, received no
i njury what ever.

| well renmenber that day of darkness, both within and
wi thout. To us, at |east, the heavens seenmed clothed with
bl ackness, and the earth shrouded with gloom 1 have often said
within nyself, that if a continual punishnent, as severe as that
whi ch we experienced on that occasion, were to be inflicted upon
t he nost w cked characters who ever stood upon the footstool of
the Alm ghty--if even their punishnent were no greater than that,
| should feel to pity their condition.

Chapter 26

For nearly two nonths after Joseph returned to his famly,
i n Pennsyl vania, we heard nothing fromhim and becom ng anxi ous
about him M. Smth and nyself set off to nake hima visit. Wen
we came within three-quarters of a mle of the house, Joseph
started to neet us, telling his wife, as he left, that father and
not her were com ng. When he nmet us, his countenance wore so
pl easant an aspect, that | was convinced he had sonethi ng
agreeable to comunicate with regard to the work in which he was
engaged. Wien | entered, the first thing which attracted ny
attention was a red norocco trunk, lying on Emma's bureau, which
Joseph shortly informed me contained the Uimand Thumm m and
the plates. And, in the evening, he gave us the follow ng
rel ati on of what had transpired since our separation:

"On leaving you," said Joseph, "I returned
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i mredi ately hone. Soon after ny arrival, | comrenced
hunmbl i ng nyself in mghty prayer before the Lord, and,
as | was pouring out ny soul in supplication to God,
that if possible I mght obtain nercy at his hands and
be forgiven of all that I had done contrary to his
will, an angel stood before ne, and answered ne,
saying, that | had sinned in delivering the manuscri pt
into the hands of a wi cked man, and, as | had ventured
to becone responsible for his faithfulness, I would of
necessity have to suffer the consequences of his
i ndi scretion, and | nust now give up the Urimand
Thumm minto his (the angel's) hands.

"This | did as | was directed, and as | handed

themto him he remarked, 'If you are very hunble and
penitent, it may be you will receive themagain; if so,
it will be on the twenty-second of next Septenber.'"”

Joseph then related a revel ati on which he received soon
after the angel visited him A part of which is as foll ows:
[text of D&C 3:5-15 quoted]

For the sake of brevity, | have omtted part of this revelation,
but the reader will find it in the Doctrine and Covenants,
section 3:5-16.
| will now return to Joseph's recital.
"After the angel left nme," said he, "I continued
my supplications to God, w thout cessation, and on the
twenty-second of Septenber, | had the joy and

satisfaction of again receiving the Uimand Thumm m
with which | have again conmenced translating, and Enma
wites for ne, but the angel said that the Lord would
send ne a scribe, and | trust his promse will be
verified. The angel seened pleased with nme when he gave
me back the Uimand Thummm and he told ne that the
Lord loved ne, for ny faithfulness and humlity."

A few nonths after Joseph received them he inquired of the
Lord, and obtained the follow ng revel ati on:

[ quotes text of D&C 10: 1-13]

While on this visit, we becane acquainted with Emma's
father, whose name was |saac Hale; also his famly, which
consisted of his wife, Elizabeth; his sons, Jesse, David, Alva,
| saac Ward, and Reuben; and his daughters, Phebe and Elizabeth.

They were an intelligent and highly respectable famly. They
were pleasantly situated, and lived in good style, in the town of
Har nrony, on the Susquehannah river, within a short distance of
t he pl ace where Joseph resided.
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The tinme of our visit with them we passed very agreeably,
and returned hone relieved of a burden which was al nost
i nsupportabl e, and our present joy far overbal anced all our
former grief. (Lucy Mack Smith, Hi story of Joseph Smith by his
Mot her, pages 114-137)
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