Comments on Doctrine & Covenants 6

This section is a revelation given through Smth to Aiver
Cowdery apparently on the second day of his position as scribe to
Smth' s translation. The revel ation appears to have served as a
sign to Cowdery as to Smth's being a prophet of God.

1 A great and marvelous work is about to come forth unto the
children of men. 2 Behold, I am God; give heed unto my word,
which is quick and powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword, to
the dividing asunder of both joints and marrow; therefore give
heed unto my words. 3 Behold, the field is white already to
harvest; therefore, whoso desireth to reap, let him thrust in his
sickle with his might, and reap while the day lasts, that he may
treasure up for his soul everlasting salvation in the kingdom of
God. 4 Yea, whosoever will thrust in his sickle and reap, the
same is called of God. 5 Therefore, if you will ask of me you
shall receive; 1T you will knock it shall be opened unto you. 6
Now, as you have asked, behold, | say unto you, keep my
commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of
Zion; 7 Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the
mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you
be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich. 8
Verily, verily, | say unto you, even as you desire of me so it
shall be unto you; and if you desire, you shall be the means of
doing much good in this generation. 9 Say nothing but repentance
unto this generation; keep my commandments, and assist to bring
forth my work, according to my commandments, and you shall be
blessed.

v1-9 A general opening adnonition that appears to be just as
much ainmed at the ecclesia in general as Cowdery in specific.
Not e the repeated warni ngs agai nst seeking worldly treasure over

spiritual treasure (v. 3, 7, 20, 27). It would appear Cowdery
had sonething of a desire for material wealth and it was
affecting his spiritual progress, as probably did, and still do,

nost of the ecclesia.

vl Mking reference to the comng forth of the BofM

v3 "reap while the day lasts”, i.e. the "day" of your life.
"treasure up for his soul everlasting salvation", because

"for where your treasure is, there wll your heart be also" cf. 3

Ne. 13:21.

10 Behold thou hast a gift, and blessed art thou because of thy
gift. Remember it is sacred and cometh from above-- 11 And if
thou wilt inquire, thou shalt know mysteries which are great and
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marvelous; therefore thou shalt exercise thy gift, that thou
mayest find out mysteries, that thou mayest bring many to the
knowledge of the truth, yea, convince them of the error of their
ways. 12 Make not thy gift known unto any save it be those who
are of thy faith. Trifle not with sacred things. 13 If thou wilt
do good, yea, and hold out faithful to the end, thou shalt be
saved In the kingdom of God, which is the greatest of all the
gifts of God; for there i1s no gift greater than the gift of
salvation.

v10-13 Conpare D&C 8:1-5. Cowdery has the gift to perceive the
great and marvel ous mysteries of God by revelation for the

convi ncing of people in error and bringing themto truth (v. 10-
11). However, Cowdery is to be wise in the use of this gift and
not make it publicly known and to take it seriously (v. 12).
This gift and the gift of salvation (i.e. spiritual wealth) is
contrasted with the material alluded to in v. 7.

14 Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, blessed art thou for what
thou hast done; for thou hast inquired of me, and behold, as
often as thou hast iInquired thou hast received instruction of my
Spirit. IT 1t had not been so, thou wouldst not have come to the
place where thou art at this time. 15 Behold, thou knowest that
thou hast inquired of me and 1 did enlighten thy mind; and now I
tell thee these things that thou mayest know that thou hast been
enlightened by the Spirit of truth; 16 Yea, | tell thee, that
thou mayest know that there is none else save God that knowest
thy thoughts and the intents of thy heart. 17 1 tell thee these
things as a witness unto thee--that the words or the work which
thou hast been writing are true.

v14-17 A set of spiritual witnesses to Cowdery. The revelation
of these witnesses to cowdery via Smth provi des evidence that
Smith is a bona fide prophet of God as only God can know a man's
t houghts a heart (v. 16).

18 Therefore be diligent; stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully,
in whatsoever difficult circumstances he may be for the word®s
sake. 19 Admonish him in his faults, and also receive admonition
of him. Be patient; be sober; be temperate; have patience, faith,
hope and charity. 20 Behold, thou art Oliver, and I have spoken
unto thee because of thy desires; therefore treasure up these
words in thy heart. Be faithful and diligent in keeping the
commandments of God, and I will encircle thee i1n the arms of my
love.

v18-20 Cowdery receives a specific adnonition. Interestingly

enough, the adnonition shows that Smth and Cowdery are to
adnoni sh each other, and not just Smth adnoni shi ng Cowdery.
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v20 "encircle thee in the arns of ny |ove", a poetical way of
reiterating the subject of v. 13, cp. 2 Ne. 1:15.

21 Behold, 1 am Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 1 am the same that
came unto mine own, and mine own received me not. 1 am the light
which shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not.
22 Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, If you desire a further
witness, cast your mind upon the night that you cried unto me iIn
your heart, that you might know concerning the truth of these
things. 23 Did I not speak peace to your mind concerning the
matter? What greater witness can you have than from God? 24 And
now, behold, you have received a witness; for if | have told you
things which no man knoweth have you not received a witness?

v21-24 Another very personal witness delivered to Cowdery. The
full nature and details of the event in question are not given,
but it nust have been a watershed event for Cowdery where he
received his confirmng witness that Smith was what he cl ai ned.

That the Lord is rem nding Cowdery of this event afterwards
shows the human nature to forget their own past and be distracted
by their present situation. All of us forget these spiritual
times and events as nenory fades and current worries cloud them
even further. It seens |like unless we keep having themor are
kept rem nded of them we forget themand they | oose their power
and effect on our life.

25 And, behold, I grant unto you a gift, 1f you desire of me, to
translate, even as my servant Joseph. 26 Verily, verily, | say
unto you, that there are records which contain much of my gospel,
which have been kept back because of the wickedness of the
people; 27 And now I command you, that if you have good
desires--a desire to lay up treasures for yourself iIn
heaven--then shall you assist in bringing to light, with your
gift, those parts of my scriptures which have been hidden because
of iniquity. 28 And now, behold, I give unto you, and also unto
my servant Joseph, the keys of this gift, which shall bring to
light this ministry; and in the mouth of two or three witnesses
shall every word be established.

v25-28 Anot her personal gift granted, as Cowdery wanted to
translate as Smth was, cp. D& 8, D& C 9. Cowdery is to assi st
Smith in bringing forth records of scripture that have been

wi t hhel d due to due to w ckedness.

v28 “the keys of this gift”, referring to the revelation of the
meani ng of the Scriptures spoken of in v. 27. The “keys” here
are not Priesthood keys, but the ability to unlock the nmeani ng of
the Scriptures, cp. Luke 11:52.
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29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, i1f they reject my words, and
this part of my gospel and ministry, blessed are ye, for they can
do no more unto you than unto me. 30 And even if they do unto you
even as they have done unto me, blessed are ye, for you shall
dwell with me in glory. 31 But i1f they reject not my words, which
shall be established by the testimony which shall be given,
blessed are they, and then shall ye have joy in the fruit of your
labors. 32 Verily, verily, I say unto you, as | said unto my
disciples, where two or three are gathered together in my name,
as touching one thing, behold, there will I be In the midst of
them--even so am I in the midst of you. 33 Fear not to do good,
my sons, for whatsoever ye sow, that shall ye also reap;
therefore, 1T ye sow good ye shall also reap good for your
reward. 34 Therefore, fear not, little flock; do good; let earth
and hell combine against you, for if ye are built upon my rock,
they cannot prevail. 35 Behold, I do not condemn you; go your
ways and sin no more; perform with soberness the work which 1
have commanded you. 36 Look unto me in every thought; doubt not,
fear not. 37 Behold the wounds which pierced my side, and also
the prints of the nails In my hands and feet; be faithful, keep
my commandments, and ye shall inherit the kingdom of heaven.
Amen.

v29- 37 Anot her general adnonition, the adnonition is nmade nore
obvi ously broad by referencing the "flock" and so forth. The
adnonition is to "fear not" despite their being rejected of,
persecuted by and nurdered by the worl d.

v32 is a paraphrase of Matt. 18:18-20. The "touching one thing"
fromthe KIV is better translated "concerning any nmatter”. Note
they are gathered together "in nmy name”, that is, using the

Pri est hood.

v37 Here the Lord is indicating that He is the one Wio has

performed the Atonenent and is in a position to offer eternal
life if they do what He tells themto do.
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Hi storical Material Pertaining to Doctrine & Covenants 6

Four excerpts follow, each being a conpilation of quotations
regardi ng the contenporary events to the revelation. The first
two m x sone historical comentary with the quotations. The
final two are strictly quotations. Overall, we are quite
fortunate to have so nuch historical material to establish the
context of this section.

Excerpt from The Revel ations of the Prophet Joseph Smth

Wil e Joseph Smith was still residing in Harnony,
Pennsyl vania, Oiver Cowdery was teaching school in Pal nyra.
Because it was customary for school teachers to board with the
famlies of their pupils, Oiver Cowdery cane to live with the
Smith famly, where he first | earned about Mroni's appearances
to Joseph Smith and the translation of the plates. Wen school
closed in the spring, AQiver Cowdery traveled to Harnony to neet
the Prophet. Arriving on 5 April 1829, he received a first-hand
account of the glorious work of the Restoration, and on 7 Apri
he began serving as Joseph Smith's scribe.

Concerni ng Cowdery's involvenent in the translation, Joseph
Kni ght, Sr., wote,

In the spring of 1829 diver Cowdery a young man from
Pal nyra went to see old M. Smth about the Book that
Joseph had found. And he told himabout it and advi sed
himto go Down to Pennsylvany and see for himself and
to wite for Joseph. He went Down and Received a

Revel ati on Concerning the work and he was Convi nced of
the truth of the work and he agreed to wite for him

till it was Done. Now Joseph and A iver Canme up to see
me if I Could help himto some provisions, [they]
having no way to Buy any. . . .| Bought a Barral of
Mackrel and sone |ined paper for witing. . . .sone

nine or ten Bushels of grain and five or six Bushels
taters and a pound of tea, and | went Down to see him
and they ware in want. Joseph and A iver ware gone to
see if they Could find a place to work for provisions,
and found none. They returned hone and found ne there
wi th provisions, and they ware glad for they ware out.
(Jessee, Joseph Knight's Recol |l ections)

O his experience with Joseph Smth during the translation
of the Book of Mdirnon, Aiver Cowdery wrote,

These were days never to be forgotten—+o sit under the
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sound of a voice dictated by the inspiration of heaven,
awakened the utnost gratitude of this bosom Day after
day | continued, uninterrupted, to wite fromhis
mout h, as he translated, with the Uimand Thunmim or
as the Nephites would have said, "Interpreters,” the

hi story, or record, called "The Book of Mornon."
(diver Cowdery, Messenger and Advocate 1, Cctober
1834:14, italics in original).

(Lyndon W Cook, The Revel ations of the Prophet Joseph Smth,
page 13)

Excerpt from Joseph Smith and the Doctrine and Covenants

Even though he received the plates once again fromthe angel
in the sunmer of 1828, Joseph did not resune the translation
i mredi ately but rather worked on his farmto support his famly.
Recal ling sonme of the difficulties he encountered when he resuned
transl ating, Joseph wote, "Now ny wife had witen sone for nme to
translate and al so ny Brother Sanuel H Smth but we had becone
reduced in property and nmy wives [wife's] father was about to
turn nme out of doors & | had not where to go and | cried unto the
Lord that he would provide for ne to acconplish the work
whereunt o he had commanded ne" (Jessee, Personal Witings, p. 8).

The answer to Joseph's prayer was A iver Cowdery, a school
teacher tenporarily boarding wwth the Smth famly in Manchester,
New York. He travel ed approxi mately one hundred mles to Joseph
Smth's hone in Harnony, Pennsylvania. Joseph's 1832 history
expl ai ned why Aiver was willing to nmake such a trip:

"[The] Lord appeared unto a young nman by the nane of Qi ver
Cowdry [ Cowdery] and shewed unto himthe plates in a vision and
also the truth of the work and what the Lord was about to do
t hrough ne his unworthy servant therefore he was desirous to cone
and wite for ne and translate" (Jessee, Personal Witings, p.

8) .

Aiver arrived in Harnony on 5 April 1829, and two days
| ater he becanme a scribe for Joseph Smth. During that nonth,
four revelations were directed to Joseph and Aiver (D& 6-9). In
the first of these, the Lord referred to a spiritual experience
that Aiver had had while still in Manchester (D&C 6: 23-24).
Joseph recalled that after receiving this revelation, diver
confided to himthe details of what had happened: "OAiver Cowdery
stated to ne that after he had gone to ny father's to board, and
after the famly had communi cated to hi m concerni ng ny having
obtai ned the plates, that one night after he had retired to bed
he call ed upon the Lord to know if these things were so, and the
Lord manifested to himthat they were true, but he had kept the
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ci rcunstance entirely secret, and had nentioned it to no one; so
that after this revelation was given, he knew that the work was
true, because no being living knew of the thing alluded to in the
revel ation, but God and hinself" (H story of the Church, 1:35).

The original manuscript of the Book of Mrnmon and the
writings of Joseph Smith and O iver Cowdery provide historical
evi dence that nearly all of the Book of Mornon was translated in
| ess than three nonths. Between April and sonetinme in June 1829,
Joseph dictated possibly an average of about eight pages a day.

Five years later, Oiver Cowdery described his feelings
about his role in the comng forth of the Book of Mrnon. "These
wer e days never to be forgotten—+o sit under the sound of a voice
dictated by the inspiration of heaven, awakened the utnost
gratitude of this bosom Day after day | continued,
uninterrupted, to wite fromhis nouth, as he translated, wth
the Uimand Thummim or, as the Nephites would have said,
"Interpreters,’ the history, or record, called ' The Book of
Mormon"' (Messenger and Advocate, Cct. 1834, p. 14).

Ten years after his excomrunication, Oiver Cowdery rejoined
the Saints, who were then in their exodus to the Great Basin. He
bore a powerful testinmony at a conference at Council Bl uffs,
lowa, in 1848, regarding the divine origins of the Book of
Mor non:

"'*Friends and brethren,—My nanme is Cowdery—d i ver Cowdery.
In the early history of this Church | stood identified with her,
and [was] one in her councils. True it is that the gifts and
callings of God are wi thout repentance. Not because | was better
than the rest of mankind was | called; but, to fulfil the
pur poses of God, he called ne to a high and holy calling. |
wote, with my own pen, the entire Book of Mdrnon (save a few
pages,) as it fell fromthe lips of the Prophet Joseph Smith, as
he translated it by the gift and power of God, by the neans of
the Urimand Thummim or, as it is called by that book, 'holy
interpreters.” | beheld with ny eyes and handl ed with ny hands
the gold plates fromwhich it was transcribed. | also saw with ny
eyes and handled with my hands the "holy interpreters.' That book
is true. Sidney Rigdon did not wite it. M. Spaulding did not
wite it. | wote it nmyself as it fell fromthe |ips of the
Prophet. It contains the everlasting Gospel, and canme forth to
the children of men in fulfilnment of the revel ations of John,
where he says he saw an angel come with the everlasting Gospel to
preach to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. It contains
principles of salvation; and if you, my hearers, will walk by its
I ight and obey its precepts, you will be saved with an
everlasting salvation in the kingdomof God" (MIllenial Star, 20
Aug. 1859, p. 544). (MIton V. Backman, Jr. and Richard O Cowan,
Joseph Smith and the Doctrine and Covenants, pages 13-15)
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Excerpt from A Conpanion to Your Study of the Doctrine and
Covenant s

"Previous to joining the Prophet Joseph Smith, diver
Cowdery had nmet David Wiitmer at Pal nyra, and conversed with him
concerning the runors rife in that vicinity about the finding of
t he Book of Mornon plates. This chance neeting resulted in a
friendshi p between the young nmen, and finally when Cowdery
determned to visit the Prophet in Harnony, he went via the
Wi t ner residence, at Fayette, which was near the town of
Waterl oo, at the head of Seneca Lake, Seneca county, New York;
and prom sed his friend David Wiitner that after visiting the
Prophet he would wite himhis inpressions as to the truth or
untruth of Joseph Smith's having an ancient record."” (Footnote,
HC 1:32.)

"When A iver Cowdery went to Pennsylvania, he prom sed to
wite ne [David Whitnmer] what he should | earn about these
matters, which he did. He wote nme that Joseph had told him
[Aiver's] secret thoughts, and all he had neditated about going
to see him which no nman on earth knew, as he supposed, but
hi msel f, and so he stopped to wite for Joseph.” (David Whitner,
Hi storical Record: Church Ency. Book 1, 6:208 [May 1887].)

“On the 5th day of April, 1829, diver Cowdery cane to ny
house, until which tine | had never seen him He stated to ne
t hat, having been teaching school in the neighborhood where ny
father resided, and ny father being one of those who sent to the
school, he went to board for a season at his house, and while
there the famly related to himthe circunstances of ny having
received the plates, and accordingly he had cone to make
inquiries of me. Two days after the arrival of M. Cowdery (being
the 7th of April) | comenced to translate the Book of Mornon,
and he began to wite for nme, which, having continued for sone
time, | inquired of the Lord through the Uimand Thumm m and
obtained the following: [Section 6, follows.]

“After we had received this revelation, Aiver Cowdery
stated to ne that after he had gone to ny father's to board, and
after the fam |y had communi cated to hi m concerni ng ny having
obtai ned the plates, that one night after he had retired to bed
he call ed upon the Lord to know if these things were so, and the
Lord manifested to himthat they were true, but he had kept the
ci rcunstance entirely secret, and had nentioned it to no one; so
that after this revelation was given, he knew that the work was
true, because no being living knew of the thing alluded to in the
revel ation, but God and hinsel f” (Joseph Smith, Hi story of the
Church, Volunme 1, pages 32-35). (Daniel H Ludlow, A Conpanion to
Your Study of the Doctrine and Covenants, page 75)
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Excerpt from Eyew tness Accounts of the Restoration

The Lord appeared to a young nman by the name of diver
Cowdery and showed [the plates] to himin a vision and al so the
truth of the work and what the Lord was about to do through ne,
his unworthy servant. Therefore, he was desirous to cone and
wite for me [as | translated.] Now, ny wife had witten sone for
me and also ny brother, Samuel H Smth, but we had becone
reduced in property and ny wife's father was about to turn nme out
of doors.... | had nowhere to go... | cried unto the Lord that he
woul d provide for nme to acconplish the work whereunto he had
commanded ne. (Joseph Smth, 1832 History)

On the fifteenth [5th] day of April, 1829, diver Cowdery
[ whom | had never previously seen] cane to ny house [ Harnony],
Pennsylvanial.... He stated to ne that having been teaching
school in the neighborhood where ny father resided, and ny father
bei ng one of those who sent to the school, he went to board for a
season at his [ny father's] house, and while there the famly
related to himthe circunstance of my having received the
plates.... Accordingly he had cone to nake enquiries of ne.
(Joseph Smth, JS-H 1:66 and Tines & Seasons 3:832 [July 1,
1842])

Soon after we returned from|[visiting Joseph in] Harnony, a
man by the name of Lyman Cowdery, cane into the nei ghborhood, and
applied to Hyrum (as he was one of the trustees,) for the
district school. A neeting of the trustees was called, and M.
Cowdery was enpl oyed. But the follow ng day, this M. Cowdery
brought his brother Aiver to the trustees, and requested themto
receive himinstead of hinself, as circunstances had transpired
whi ch rendered it necessary for himto disappoint them or which
woul d not allow of his attending to the school hinself; and he
woul d warrant the good conduct of the school under his brother's
supervision. Al parties being satisfied, Aiver commenced his
school, boarding for the tine being at our house. He had been in
t he school but a short time, when he began to hear from al
guarters concerning the plates, and as soon began to inportune
M. Smth upon the subject, but for a considerable length of tine
did not succeed in eliciting any information. At |ast, however,
he gai ned ny husband's confidence, so far as to obtain a sketch
of the facts relative to the plates.

Shortly after receiving this information, he told M. Smth
that he was highly delighted with what he had heard, that he had
been in a deep study upon the subject all day, and that it was
i npressed upon his mnd, that he should yet have the privil ege of
witing for Joseph. Furthernore, that he had determ ned to pay
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hima visit at the close of the school, which he was then
t eachi ng.

On coming in on the follow ng day, he said, "The subject
upon which we were yesterday conversing seenms working in my very
bones, and | cannot, for a nonent, get it out of ny m nd,
finally, | have resolved on what | will do. Sanuel, | understand,
is going down to Pennsylvania to spend the spring with Joseph;
shal | make my arrangenents to be ready to acconpany hi mthither,
by the tinme he recovers his health; for | have nade it a subject
of prayer, and | firmy believe that it is the will of the Lord
that I should go. If there is a work for ne to do in this thing,
| amdetermned to attend to it."™ ... In April, Sanuel, and M.
Cowdery set out for Pennsylvania. The weather, for sone tine
previ ous, had been very wet and di sagreeabl e—+ai ni ng, freezing,
and thawi ng alternately, which had rendered the roads al nost
i npassabl e, particularly in the mddle of the day.

Not wi t hst andi ng, M. Cowdery was not to be detained, either by
wi nd or weather, and they persevered until they arrived at
Joseph' s.

Joseph had been so hurried with his secular affairs, that he
could not proceed with his spiritual concerns so fast as was
necessary for the speedy conpletion of the work; there was al so
anot her di sadvant age under which he | aboured, his wife had so
much of her tinme taken up with the care of her house, that she
could wite for himbut a small portion of the time. On account
of these enbarrassnents, Joseph called upon the Lord, three days
prior to the arrival of Samuel and Aiver, to send hima scribe,
according to the prom se of the angel; and he was infornmed that
t he sane should be forth comng in a few days. Accordingly, when
M. Cowdery told himthe business that he had cone upon, Joseph
was not at all surprised.

They sat down and conversed together till late. During the
eveni ng Joseph told Aiver his history, as far as was necessary
for his present information, in the things which nostly concerned
him And the next norning they commenced the work of translation,
in which they were soon deeply engaged. (Lucy Mack Smith,

Bi ogr aphi cal Sketches, pages 128-131 [the sane as Lucy Mack
Smth, The Hi story of Joseph Smith, by his Mther, pages 139-
141])

Two days after the arrival of M. Cowdery, (being the 17th
of April,) | comenced to translate the Book of Mrnon, and he
commenced to wite for ne, which having continued for sone tine,
| enquired of the Lord, through the Urimand Thunmi m and
obtained the following revelation: [text of D& Section 6:10-13,
18-19, 22-25 quoted] (Joseph Smth, Tinmes & Seasons 3:832).
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After we had received this revelation, he [Qiver Cowdery],
stated to ne that after he had gone to ny father's to board, and
after the fam |y comruni cated to hi m concerning ny having got the
pl ates, that one night, after he had retired to bed, he called
upon the Lord to know if these things were so and that the Lord
mani fested to himthat they were true, but that he had kept the
circunstance entirely secret and had nentioned it to no being, so
that after this revel ation having been given, he knew that the
wor k was true, because no being living knew of the thing alluded
toin the revelation but God and hinsel f.

During the nonth of April, | continued to translate and he
to wite with little cessation (Joseph Smth, Tines & Seasons
3:853). (MIton V. Backman, Jr., Eyew tness Accounts of the
Restoration, pages 101-104)
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