Comments on Doctrine & Covenants 20

This section deals with the organi zati on and governance of
the Church. The section is divided into halves, v. 1-36 present
the doctrine of the Church and v. 36-84 present the application
of the doctrine, or the institution and bureaucracy of the
eccl esi astical body. Ecclesiastical hierarchies and
bur eaucraci es were established anciently as well, cp. Exod.

18: 17- 26.

The text of this section is of the variety of Scripture that
falls under the “inspired witings” category. There are no
guotations of the Lord, the author(s) wite in the first-person
(cf. v. 5) as well as third-person (cf. v. 6), and there are a
nunber of confidence statenments given (cf. v. 17, 29, 31, 35).
This indicates the author knew what he was witing was true and
i nspired, but was being witten in his own words by his own hand.
Hence the difference in conposition and content when conpared
wi th other sections which are quotations of the Lord (cf. D&C 19,
21) or of heavenly visions (cf. D&C 76).

The original draft of this text was witten by Cowdery sone
time during 1829. How heavily the original draft was
subsequently edited by Smth is unclear to ne, but there is clear
evidence Smth did edit it.

1 THE rise of the Church of Christ in these last days, being one
thousand eight hundred and thirty years since the coming of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the flesh, i1t being regularly
organized and established agreeable to the laws of our country,
by the will and commandments of God, in the fourth month, and on
the sixth day of the month which i1s called April-- 2 Which
commandments were given to Joseph Smith, Jun., who was called of
God, and ordained an apostle of Jesus Christ, to be the first
elder of this church; 3 And to Oliver Cowdery, who was also
called of God, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to be the second elder
of this church, and ordained under his hand; 4 And this according
to the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom be all
glory, both now and forever. Amen.

vl-4 A general introduction presenting Smth and Cowdery as
called of God by the grace of the Lord.

vl The official date of the foundation of the Church.
5 After i1t was truly manifested unto this first elder that he had
received a remission of his sins, he was entangled again in the

vanities of the world; 6 But after repenting, and humbling
himselT sincerely, through faith, God ministered unto him by an
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holy angel, whose countenance was as lightning, and whose
garments were pure and white above all other whiteness; 7 And
gave unto him commandments which inspired him; 8 And gave him
power from on high, by the means which were before prepared, to
translate the Book of Mormon; 9 Which contains a record of a
fallen people, and the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to
the Gentiles and to the Jews also; 10 Which was given by
inspiration, and is confirmed to others by the ministering of
angels, and is declared unto the world by them-- 11 Proving to
the world that the holy scriptures are true, and that God does
inspire men and call them to his holy work in this age and
generation, as well as in generations of old; 12 Thereby showing
that he iIs the same God yesterday, today, and forever. Amen. 13
Therefore, having so great witnesses, by them shall the world be
judged, even as many as shall hereafter come to a knowledge of
this work. 14 And those who receive i1t in faith, and work
righteousness, shall receive a crown of eternal life; 15 But
those who harden their hearts in unbelief, and reject it, it
shall turn to their own condemnation-- 16 For the Lord God has
spoken it; and we, the elders of the church, have heard and bear
witness to the words of the glorious Majesty on high, to whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen.

v5-16 These verses discuss Smth's mssion. The effect of his
mssion is to separate the sheep fromthe goats. Note Smth is
speaking in the third-person about hinself.

v5 “entangl ed again”, one would assune Smith is referring to the
debacl e of losing the 116 pages of the Book of Lehi.

v9-16 These verses share the thene of D&C 17 and Ether 5. Ether
5:4 provides a distillation on the subject of these verses.

v9-12 A parenthesis on the BofM It introduces the w tnesses of
the BofM who are | ater referenced in v. 13.

v13-16 The sheep are separated fromthe goats.

v1l3 "by thent, i.e. the witnesses of the BofMreferenced in v.
10- 11.

17 By these things we know that there is a God in heaven, who is
infinite and eternal, from everlasting to everlasting the same
unchangeable God, the framer of heaven and earth, and all things
which are in them; 18 And that he created man, male and female,
after his own image and in his own likeness, created he them; 19
And gave unto them commandments that they should love and serve
him, the only living and true God, and that he should be the only
being whom they should worship. 20 But by the transgression of
these holy laws man became sensual and devilish, and became
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fallen man. 21 Wherefore, the Almighty God gave his Only Begotten
Son, as It is written in those scriptures which have been given
of him. 22 He suffered temptations but gave no heed unto them. 23
He was crucified, died, and rose again the third day; 24 And
ascended into heaven, to sit down on the right hand of the
Father, to reign with almighty power according to the will of the
Father; 25 That as many as would believe and be baptized in his
holy name, and endure in faith to the end, should be saved-- 26
Not only those who believed after he came in the meridian of
time, In the flesh, but all those from the beginning, even as
many as were before he came, who believed in the words of the
holy prophets, who spake as they were inspired by the gift of the
Holy Ghost, who truly testified of him in all things, should have
eternal life, 27 As well as those who should come after, who
should believe iIn the gifts and callings of God by the Holy
Ghost, which beareth record of the Father and of the Son; 28
Which Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one God, infinite and
eternal, without end. Amen.

v17-28 These verses recount the Creation, Fall and Redenption of
man, which is the initiation and fulfillnment of God's plan. It
shows the plan is the sanme and God is the same through all of

hi story. Note the enphasis on Redenption issues. This section
conpl etely endorses classic O and NT fundanental s, thereby
uniting the historical with the contenporary. Thus, historical
events are relevant to the contenporary eccl esia because these
anci ent events have eternal conseguences.

vl7 "there is a God in heaven, who is infinite and eternal, from
everlasting to everlasting the sanme unchangeabl e God", using the
standard religio-philosophical definitions of these terns one
coul d use this passage to argue agai nst LDS teachi ngs concerni ng
eternal progression and the nature of God. However, if we
conpare this passage with other simlar statenents we quickly

di scover that the standard religio-philosophical definitions for
these ternms do not conformto the scriptural definitions. Take
Hebr. 13:8 for exanple. There, we are inforned Jesus Christ is
the sanme yesterday, today and eternally. |f Jesus can pass
through nortality, die, be resurrected and exalted and still be
| abel ed as "eternally the sane"” then it is plain the religio-

phi | osophi cal definitions are ascriptural.

v26-28 Anot her parenthesis on the independent and eternal nature
of the gospel. It is not dispensation specific, hence the
contenporary work detailed in v. 5-16. Adam knew t he gospel

Abr aham knew t he gospel, Mses taught the gospel using the Law,
and we have the gospel today.

29 And we know that all men must repent and believe on the name
of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his name, and endure
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in faith on his name to the end, or they cannot be saved in the
kingdom of God. 30 And we know that justification through the
grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true; 31
And we know also, that sanctification through the grace of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true, to all those who
love and serve God with all their mights, minds, and strength. 32
But there is a possibility that man may fall from grace and
depart from the living God; 33 Therefore let the church take heed
and pray always, lest they fall into temptation; 34 Yea, and even
let those who are sanctified take heed also. 35 And we know that
these things are true and according to the revelations of John,
neither adding to, nor diminishing from the prophecy of his book,
the holy scriptures, or the revelations of God which shall come
hereafter by the gift and power of the Holy Ghost, the voice of
God, or the ministering of angels. 36 And the Lord God has spoken
it; and honor, power and glory be rendered to his holy name, both
now and ever. Amen.

v29-36 Doctrine of Salvation is reviewed. This is the sane
doctrine presented to man from Adamto the present day and it
will continue to the |ast day per v. 26-28.

v29-30 These verses discuss the three parts of Salvation in one
very succi nct passage: Justification by Gace (i.e. the expiation
of sins by the Mercy of Christ), Sanctification by the Spirit
(i.e. the baptismof fire, the purification of the individual by
repentance), and exaltation after enduring to the end.

This doctrine is eminently Biblical: Justification is
di scussed in Rom 5:1-2, Eph. 2:8-9; Sanctification in 2 Thes.
2:13, Janes 2:26; and Exaltation in Matt. 25:34, Rom 8:17, 2
Tim 4:8, Rev. 3:21.

v35 This verse is a confidence statenent indicating the authors
know the doctrine is true according to all the scriptures. It
conforms to themstrictly, requiring themto neither add or take
away anything, follow ng John the Revelator's injunction in Rev.
22:18. The inplicit nessage is those churches which fail to
teach all that is required for Salvation are taking away from
what the Bible says.

37 And again, by way of commandment to the church concerning the
manner of baptism--All those who humble themselves before God,
and desire to be baptized, and come forth with broken hearts and
contrite spirits, and witness before the church that they have
truly repented of all their sins, and are willing to take upon
them the name of Jesus Christ, having a determination to serve
him to the end, and truly manifest by their works that they have
received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their
sins, shall be received by baptism into his church.
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v37 This verse starts off the regul ations of the governing of
the ecclesia by defining the requirenments for baptism This is
t he obvious first step.

38 The duty of the elders, priests, teachers, deacons, and
members of the church of Christ--An apostle is an elder, and i1t
i1s his calling to baptize; 39 And to ordain other elders,
priests, teachers, and deacons; 40 And to administer bread and
wine--the emblems of the flesh and blood of Christ-- 41 And to
confirm those who are baptized into the church, by the laying on
of hands for the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, according to
the scriptures; 42 And to teach, expound, exhort, baptize, and
watch over the church; 43 And to confirm the church by the laying
on of the hands, and the giving of the Holy Ghost; 44 And to take
the lead of all meetings. 45 The elders are to conduct the
meetings as they are led by the Holy Ghost, according to the
commandments and revelations of God.

v38-67 The responsibilities of Priesthood hol ders towards the
ecclesia are reviewed in these verses. The man is to be
sanctified for the service as a priest (cf. Exod. 28:41) so he
may serve the people (cf. Msiah 8:18, D&C 29:4, D&C 84:48, D&C
93:46) and act as a nediator for the people’ s sins (cf. Num

18:1, also cp. Num 25:13). This role of Priesthood hol der as
sanctifier is reflected in the Geek word “hierateuma” which is
translated to “priesthood” in the KIV. The nost literal
translation of this termto English would be “sacred-effect”.

The men who wield the Priesthood are to have a sanctifying effect
upon the ecclesia, they are to assist people in being spiritually
born agai n.

The current program of age i ndexed progression through the
Priesthood (e.g., Deacon at 12, Teacher at 14, etc.) was not
historically practiced.

v4l, 43 "to confirnf, i.e. to bestow upon an individual or
establish a body of individuals. For "establish", cp. Acts
14: 27, 15:32 and 15:41.

46 The priest”s duty is to preach, teach, expound, exhort, and
baptize, and administer the sacrament, 47 And visit the house of
each member, and exhort them to pray vocally and in secret and
attend to all family duties. 48 And he may also ordain other
priests, teachers, and deacons. 49 And he i1s to take the lead of
meetings when there is no elder present; 50 But when there iIs an
elder present, he i1s only to preach, teach, expound, exhort, and
baptize, 51 And visit the house of each member, exhorting them to
pray vocally and in secret and attend to all family duties. 52 In
all these duties the priest i1s to assist the elder i1f occasion
requires.
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v46-52 The Priest’s duties are reviewed. The Priest is required
to defer to an El der when an Elder is present.

53 The teacher®s duty is to watch over the church always, and be
with and strengthen them; 54 And see that there is no iniquity in
the church, neither hardness with each other, neither lying,
backbiting, nor evil speaking; 55 And see that the church meet
together often, and also see that all the members do their duty.
56 And he is to take the lead of meetings in the absence of the
elder or priest-- 57 And is to be assisted always, in all his
duties in the church, by the deacons, if occasion requires. 58
But neither teachers nor deacons have authority to baptize,
administer the sacrament, or lay on hands; 59 They are, however,
to warn, expound, exhort, and teach, and invite all to come unto
Christ.

v53-59 The Teacher’'s and Deacon’s duties are di scussed, and
prohi bitions are placed on them bapti zing. Deacons are to defer
to Teachers, and Teachers are to defer to Priests and El ders.

60 Every elder, priest, teacher, or deacon is to be ordained
according to the gifts and callings of God unto him; and he is to
be ordained by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is In the one
who ordains him. 61 The several elders composing this church of
Christ are to meet in conference once in three months, or from
time to time as said conferences shall direct or appoint; 62 And
said conferences are to do whatever church business iIs necessary
to be done at the time. 63 The elders are to receive their
licenses from other elders, by vote of the church to which they
belong, or from the conferences. 64 Each priest, teacher, or
deacon, who is ordained by a priest, may take a certificate from
him at the time, which certificate, when presented to an elder,
shall entitle him to a license, which shall authorize him to
perform the duties of his calling, or he may receive it from a
conference. 65 No person is to be ordained to any office in this
church, where there is a regularly organized branch of the same,
without the vote of that church; 66 But the presiding elders,
traveling bishops, high councilors, high priests, and elders, may
have the privilege of ordaining, where there is no branch of the
church that a vote may be called. 67 Every president of the high
priesthood (or presiding elder), bishop, high councilor, and high
priest, is to be ordained by the direction of a high council or
general conference.

v60-67 These verses regulate Priesthood ordinations. 1In a
system where authority cones from soneone who already has it,
cal l ed Sacerdotalism regulations on how authority is dispensed
nmust be mai nt ai ned.

Note v. 63 inposes a requirenent for conmon consent, or
general sustaining, fromthe ecclesia, and v. 65 precludes
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ordi nations from occurring outside any existing organi zed church
body if one exists. These requirenents effectively preclude the
di spensing of the Priesthood at the will of any single

i ndi vidual, and therefore elimnate the possibility for cases of
i ndi vi dual abuse.

v60 When one is ordained by the “power of the Holy CGhost” they
are ordained by the authority of the Priesthood. The Holy Spirit
of Promise ratifies Priesthood ordi nances, cp. D& C 76: 53, D&C
132: 7.

68 The duty of the members after they are received by
baptism.--The elders or priests are to have a sufficient time to
expound all things concerning the church of Christ to their
understanding, previous to their partaking of the sacrament and
being confirmed by the laying on of the hands of the elders, so
that all things may be done in order. 69 And the members shall
manifest before the church, and also before the elders, by a
godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of i1t, that
there may be works and faith agreeable to the holy
scriptures--walking iIn holiness before the Lord. 70 Every member
of the church of Christ having children i1s to bring them unto the
elders before the church, who are to lay their hands upon them iIn
the name of Jesus Christ, and bless them In his name. 71 No one
can be received into the church of Christ unless he has arrived
unto the years of accountability before God, and is capable of
repentance. 72 Baptism iIs to be administered in the following
manner unto all those who repent-- 73 The person who is called of
God and has authority from Jesus Christ to baptize, shall go down
into the water with the person who has presented himself or
herselt for baptism, and shall say, calling him or her by name:
Having been commissioned of Jesus Christ, 1 baptize you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
74 Then shall he 1mmerse him or her iIn the water, and come forth
again out of the water.

v68-74 The appropriate nethod of preparation for (v. 68-69) and
adm ni stration of baptism (v. 72-74) for new nenbers. Any

chil dren who are younger than the age of accountability are to be
bl essed, not baptized (v. 70-71).

v73 "having been comm ssioned”, in 3 Ne. 11:25 the statenent
provided is "having authority given". 1In the 3 Ne. account the
twelve there received their authority directly from Jesus,
whereas in D&C t hose bei ng addressed received the Priesthood
indirectly.

75 It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake
of bread and wine in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus; 76 And
the elder or priest shall administer i1t; and after this manner
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shall he administer it--he shall kneel with the church and call
upon the Father in solemn prayer, saying: 77 0 God, the Eternal
Father, we ask thee iIn the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to
bless and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who
partake of it, that they may eat in remembrance of the body of
thy Son, and witness unto thee, 0 God, the Eternal Father, that
they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son, and
always remember him and keep his commandments which he has given
them; that they may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.
78 The manner of administering the wine--he shall take the cup
also, and say: 79 O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee iIn the
name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify this wine to
the souls of all those who drink of it, that they may do it in
remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which was shed for them;
that they may witness unto thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that
they do always remember him, that they may have his Spirit to be
with them. Amen.

v75-79 The appropriate nethod of admnistering the Lord's
Supper, or the sacranental bread and w ne.

80 Any member of the church of Christ transgressing, or being
overtaken in a fault, shall be dealt with as the scriptures
direct. 81 It shall be the duty of the several churches,
composing the church of Christ, to send one or more of their
teachers to attend the several conferences held by the elders of
the church, 82 With a list of the names of the several members
uniting themselves with the church since the last conference; or
send by the hand of some priest; so that a regular list of all
the names of the whole church may be kept in a book by one of the
elders, whomsoever the other elders shall appoint from time to
time; 83 And also, 1T any have been expelled from the church, so
that their names may be blotted out of the general church record
of names. 84 All members removing from the church where they
reside, if going to a church where they are not known, may take a
letter certifying that they are regular members and in good
standing, which certificate may be signed by any elder or priest
iT the member receiving the letter is personally acquainted with
the elder or priest, or it may be signed by the teachers or
deacons of the church.

v80-84 Policies concerning Church records.

v83 "blotted out”, cp. Mosiah 26: 32- 36.
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Hi storical Material Pertaining to Doctrine & Covenants 20

Early on in the Church’s history the text of this section
was read over the pulpit at all conferences and various |arge
nmeetings. As the Church was starting out, regul ation of such
matters as addressed herein was certainly a primary concern until
t he people cane to understand and practice them

The first excerpt is Smth' s cooment on the text. The
second is his comments on a controversy which arose out of a
particular interpretation of the text. The comments in the
second excerpt necessarily inply Smth edited Cowdery’ s first
draft. It also sheds |ight on the adnonition against pride
| evel ed at Cowdery (cf. D& C 23:1). The third excerpt is a
hi storical commentary.

Excerpt fromH story of the Church

In this manner did the Lord continue to give us instructions
fromtime to tinme, concerning the duties which now devol ved upon
us; and anong many other things of the kind, we obtained of H m
the followng, by the spirit of prophecy and revel ation; which
not only gave us nmuch information, but also pointed out to us the
preci se day upon which, according to Hs will and conmandnent, we
shoul d proceed to organize H s Church once nore here upon the
earth:

[text of section 20 foll ows]

(Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 1, page 64)

Excerpt fromH story of the Church

Shortly after we had received the above revelations [i.e.,
D&C 24, 25, 26], Aiver Cowdery returned to M. Peter Whitner's,
Sen., and | began to arrange and copy the revel ations, which we
had received fromtinme to tine; in which | was assisted by John
Wi t mer, who now resided with ne.

Wi | st thus enployed in the work appointed me by ny Heavenly

Father, | received a letter fromdiver Cowdery, the contents of
whi ch gave ne both sorrow and uneasi ness. Not having that letter
now i n ny possession, | cannot of course give it here in full,

but nmerely an extract of the nost prom nent parts, which | can
yet, and expect long to, renenber.

He wote to informme that he had discovered an error in one
of the commandnent s—Book of Doctrine and Covenants: "And truly
mani fest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of
Christ unto a rem ssion of their sins.” [i.e., D& C 20: 37]

The above quotation, he said, was erroneous, and added: "I
command you in the nane of God to erase those words, that no
priestcraft be anbngst us!"
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| imediately wote to himin reply, in which | asked him by
what authority he took upon himto conmand nme to alter or erase,
to add to or dimnish from a revelation or commandnent from
Al m ghty God.

A few days afterwards | visited himand M. VWiitner's
famly, when | found the famly in general of his opinion
concerni ng the words above quoted, and it was not w thout both
| abor and perseverance that | could prevail with any of themto
reason calmy on the subject. However, Christian Witner at
| engt h becane convinced that the sentence was reasonable, and
according to Scripture; and finally, with his assistance,
succeeded in bringing, not only the Wiitnmer famly, but also
Adiver Cowdery to acknowl edge that they had been in error, and
that the sentence in dispute was in accordance with the rest of
t he commandnent. And thus was this error rooted out, which having
its rise in presunption and rash judgnment, was the nore
particularly cal cul ated (when once fairly understood) to teach
each and all of us the necessity of humlity and neekness before
the Lord, that He m ght teach us of H s ways, that we m ght wal k
in Hs paths, and |ive by every word that proceedeth forth from
H's nouth. (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 1, page
104-105)

Excerpt from The Prophet Joseph

Joseph and diver knew during 1829 that they woul d organize
a church. Revelations that year told of "the rising up and the
comng forth of ny church" (D&C 5:14) and "the foundation of ny
church" (D& C 18:4). In 1829 Cowdery drafted a version of what
becane in 1830 the first manual for church gover nnent —Aow
Doctrine and Covenants, section 20. Called "Articles of the
Church of Christ,"” it was a revelation to Adiver, who is "called
with the sane calling as Paul,"” to "baptize those who repent."
The revel ati on expl ained the nmethod of baptism the words to use
when ordaining priests and teachers, and the sacranent prayer.
The docunent was signed, "Behold | amdiver | aman Apostle of
Jesus Christ." ...

At the first conference of the Church, on 9 June 1830, the
menbers recei ved and canoni zed the church governnment nanua
A iver had penned by revelation the previous year, "The Articles
and Covenants" (D& C 20). It was read at succeedi ng conferences
and carried about by elders on m ssionary journeys and preaching
assignnents to be read to the believers.

Regardi ng priesthood, the Articles stipulated that Joseph
Smth was called of God and "ordai ned an apostle of Jesus Christ,
to be the first elder of this church.” (D& 20:2.) diver was
second el der, and "an apostle is an elder"” authorized to baptize,
adm ni ster the sacranent, bestow the Holy CGhost, teach, expound,
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and conduct neetings under the guidance of the Holy CGhost. (See
D&C 20: 38-45.) Taking the revelation literally, Joseph and Qi ver
tried to performtheir duties, and they did baptize, adm nister

t he sacranment, bestow the Holy Chost, teach, and conduct
nmeetings. They not only received authority but used it
diligently.

The Articles gave specific duties to each of four priesthood
of fi ces—mi n branches—ef elder, priest, teacher, and deacon.
Taken together, the four offices had responsibility to perform
ordi nances, conduct neetings, and visit nenbers to see that al
did their duty. (See D&C 20:38-59.) Various churches, or
branches, woul d be guided and coordi nated at quarterly
conferences of the elders. (See D& C 20: 62-65.)

This revelation on church organi zation built upon the Book
of Mornmon pattern, with the addition of deacons. The offices had
a graded order fromleast (deacon) to highest (elder), with the
First and Second Elders as the top officers, all unpaid.

During the conference, new officers were ordai ned: Sanuel H.
Smith, an elder, by Aiver Cowdery; Joseph Smith, Sr., Hyrum
Smth, and Martin Harris as priests; and Hi ram Page and Christian
Wit ner as teachers. The conference gave |icenses to the seven
el ders present and to three priests and two teachers to preach
and teach.

By 1830 the priesthood tree had a sturdy trunk with several
branches. Authority had been restored, that is, bestowed and
shared. Joseph and early nenbers called it "authority,"” but not
Mel chi zedek or Aaronic Priesthood or even priesthood. Priesthood
bearers prosel yted, baptized, confirmed, adm nistered the
sacranent, ordai ned, and conducted neetings as "they [were]
directed and guided by the Holy Spirit," and managed the church.
(D&C 46:2.) By February 1831, elders were blessing the sick
t hrough the laying on of hands. (See D&C 42:43-48.) (Larry C
Porter and Susan Easton Bl ack, The Prophet Joseph, pages 57-60)
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Conparison of Original 1833 Text with Enmended 1835 Version

There are nunerous changes nmade between the 1833 and 1835
version, but none of themresult in any change in neaning or
substance. Al of themare clarifications for plainer reading.
As the text was frequently read over the pulpit at al
conferences it is not surprising the text was revised so as to be
nore easily understood.

The verse nunbering in the 1835 D& C is that of the
contenporary 1981 LDS edition for ease of use. The textual
enmendations occurred in the 1835 Kirtland edition of the 1¢
Edition Doctrine & Covenants.

1833 Book of Commandnents 1835 Doctri ne & Covenants

1 The rise of the 1 THE rise of the

church of Chri st Church of Chri st

in these | ast days, in these | ast days,

bei ng one thousand bei ng one thousand

ei ght hundred and ei ght hundred and

thirty years since the thirty years since the

com ng of our com ng of our

Lord and Savi or Jesus Chri st, Lord and Savi or Jesus Chri st
in the flesh; in the flesh,

2 It being regularly organized it being regularly organized
and established agreeabl e and established agreeabl e
to the laws of our country, to the laws of our country,
by the will and conmmandnents by the will and conmandnents
of God in the of God, in the

fourth nonth and on the fourth nonth, and on

si xth day of the nonth, the sixth day of the nonth
which is called April: which is called April -

3 Whi ch commandnent s 2 Whi ch commandnent s

were given to were given to

Joseph, Joseph Smith, Jun.,

who was called of God and who was called of God, and
ordai ned an apostle ordai ned an apostle

of Jesus Chri st, of Jesus Chri st,

an el der to be the first el der

of this church; of this church

4 And also to diver, 3 And to Aiver Cowdery,
who was call ed of CGod who was al so called of Cod,
an apostle of Jesus Christ, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
an el der to be the second el der

of this church, of this church

and ordai ned under his hand: and ordai ned under his hand;
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5 And this according

to the grace of our Lord
and Savi or Jesus Chri st,

to whom be all glory

bot h now and forever. Anen.
6 For, after that

it truly was nmanifested
unto this first elder,

t hat he had received

a rem ssion of his sins,

he was entangl ed again

in the vanities of the world;
7 But after truly repenting,

God ministered unto him
by an holy angel,

whose count enance

was as |ightning, and
whose garnents were
pure and white

above all whiteness,

and gave unto him
commandnent s whi ch inspired
hi m from on high

and gave unto hi m power,

by the neans which

wer e before prepared, that
he should translate a book;
8 Whi ch book cont ai ned

a record of the fallen people,

and al so the ful ness

of the gospel of Jesus Chri st
to the Gentil es;

9 And al so to the Jews,

proving unto them that

the holy scriptures are true;
10 And al so, that

God doth inspire nmen and

call themto his holy work,
in these | ast days

4 And this according

to the grace of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Chri st,

to whom be all glory,

bot h now and forever. Anen.

5 After

it was truly manifested

unto this first elder

that he had received

a rem ssion of his sins,

he was entangl ed again

in the vanities of the world;
6 But after repenting,

and hunbling hinmself sincerely,
t hrough faith,

God ministered unto him

by an holy angel,

whose count enance

was as |ightning, and

whose garnents were

pure and white

above all other whiteness;

7 And gave unto him
commandnent s whi ch inspired
hi m

8 And gave hi m power

fromon high

by the neans which

were before prepared, to
transl ate the Book of Mornon;
9 Which contains

a record of a fallen people,
and the ful ness

of the gospel of Jesus Chri st
to the CGentiles

and to the Jews al so;

10 Which was given

by inspiration, and

is confirnmed to others

by the mnistering of angels,
and i s decl ared

unto the world by them-

11 Proving to the world that
the holy scriptures are true,
and t hat

God does inspire nmen and

call themto his holy work
in this age and generati on,
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as well as in

days of ol d,

that he m ght be

t he same God

f orever.

Anen.

11 Whi ch book

was given by inspiration, and
is called the book of Nbrnon,
and is confirnmed to others
by the m nistering of angels,
and declared unto the world
by them

12 Wherefore

having so great w tnesses,

by them shall the world

be judged,

even as nmany as shal
receive

this work,

either to

faith and

ri ght eousness,

hereafter

or to the hardness
of heart in unbelief,

to their own condemati on
for the Lord CGod

hat h spoken it,

for we,

the el ders of the church
have heard and bear w tness
to the words

of the glorious

Maj esty on hi gh;

to whom be glory

forever and ever.

Anen.

13 Wherefore,
we know t hat
there is a God i n heaven,
who is infinite and eternal,
from everl asting

to everlasting,

t he sane unchangeabl e God,

t he maker of heaven

by these things

as well as in

generations of old;

12 Thereby show ng that he is
t he sane CGod

yest erday, today, and forever.
Amen.

13 Therefore,

having so great w tnesses,
by them shall the world
be judged,

even as nmany as shal
conme to a know edge of
this work.

14 And those who receive it in
faith, and

wor k ri ght eousness,

shall receive a crown

of eternal life;

15 But those who harden
their hearts in unbelief,
and reject it, it shall turn
to their own condemmati on- -
16 For the Lord God

has spoken it;

and we,

the el ders of the church
have heard and bear w tness
to the words

of the glorious

Maj esty on hi gh,

to whom be glory

forever and ever.

Anen.

17 By these things

we know t hat

there is a God i n heaven,
who is infinite and eternal,
from everl asting

to everlasting

t he sane unchangeabl e God,

t he framer of heaven

hereafter
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and earth and al
that in themis
and t hat

he created man
mal e and femal e, and
after his own imge, and
in his own |ikeness
created he them

14 And that he gave unto
the children of nen
commandnent s,

that they should

| ove and serve him

t hi ngs

the only bei ng whom

t hey shoul d wor shi p,

but by the transgression

of these holy | aws,

man becane

sensual and devilish, and
becane fallen man.

15 Wherefore, the Alm ghty God
gave his only begotten Son,
as it is witten

in those scriptures,

whi ch have been given of him
that he suffered tenptations,
but gave no heed unto them
16 That he was crucified,

di ed, and

rose again the third day, and
t hat he ascended into heaven
to sit down on the right hand
of the Father,

to reign with Alm ghty power
according to the wll

of the Father.

17 Therefore, as many

as woul d believe and

were baptized in his holy nane,
and endured in faith

to the end,

shoul d be saved,;

and earth, and all things
which are in them
18 And t hat

he created nman,

mal e and femal e,

after his own inmage and

in his owm |ikeness,

created he them

19 And gave unto

t hem

comandnent s

that they should

| ove and serve him

the only living and true God,
and that he should

be the only bei ng whom

t hey shoul d wor shi p.

20 But by the transgression

of these holy | aws

man becane

sensual and devilish, and
becane fallen man.

21 Wherefore, the Alm ghty God
gave his Only Begotten Son, as
it is witten in

t hose scriptures

whi ch have been given of him
22 He suffered tenptations

but gave no heed unto them

23 He was crucifi ed,

di ed, and

rose again the third day;

24 And ascended into heaven, to
sit down on the right hand of
t he Fat her,

to reign with alm ghty power
according to the wll

of the Father;

25 That as many

as woul d believe and

be baptized in his holy nane,
and endure in faith

to the end,

shoul d be saved- -

26 Not only those

who believed after he cane
in the neridian of tine,

in the flesh,
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18 Yea, even as nmany as
were before he cane

in the flesh,

from the begi nning,

who believed in the words
of the holy prophets,

who

were inspired by

the gift of the Holy Ghost,
which truly testified of him
in all things,

as well as those who shoul d
conme after,

who shoul d believe in

the gifts and callings of God,
by the Holy GChost,

whi ch beareth record of

t he Father and of the Son,
whi ch Fat her and

Son and

Hol y Ghost,

i's one Cod,

infinite and eternal,

wi t hout end.

Anen.
19 And we know,
that all men nust repent

and believe on the name

of Jesus Christ, and

worship the Father in his nane,
and endure in faith on his nanme
to the end,

or they cannot be saved

in the kingdom of God.
20 And we know, that
justification through
the grace of

our Lord and Savi or
Jesus Chri st,

is just and true;

21 And we know, al so,
sanctification through
t he grace of our

Lord and Savi or

Jesus Chri st,

t hat

but all those
from t he begi nni ng,
even as nmany as
wer e before he cane,

who believed in the words
of the holy prophets,

who spake as they

were inspired by

the gift of the Holy Ghost,
who truly testified of him

in all things,
shoul d have eternal life,
27 As well as those who shoul d

conme after,

who shoul d believe in

the gifts and callings of God
by the Holy GChost,

whi ch beareth record of the
Fat her and of the Son;

28 Wi ch Fat her,

Son, and

Hol y Ghost

are one God,

infinite and eternal,

w t hout end.

Anen.
29 And we know
that all men nust repent

and believe on the nane

of Jesus Christ, and

worship the Father in his nane,
and endure in faith on his nanme
to the end,

or they cannot be saved

in the kingdom of God.

30 And we know t hat
justification through

the grace of

our Lord and Savi or

Jesus Chri st

is just and true;

31 And we know al so, that
sanctification through

t he grace of our

Lord and Savi or

Jesus Chri st
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is just and true,
to all
God with all their

m ghts, mnds, and strength,
but there is a possibility
that men may fall from grace
and depart fromthe |iving God.
22 Therefore, let the church
t ake heed and pray al ways,

|l est they fall into tenptation;
23 Yea, and even he

that is sanctified al so.

24 And we know, t hat

t hese things are

true and agreeable to

the revel ati on of John,
nei t her adding to,

nor di m nishing from

t he prophecy of his book;

25 Neither to

the holy scriptures;

26 Neither to

the revel ati ons of God

whi ch shall conme hereafter,
by the gift and power

of the Holy Ghost;

27 Neither by

t he voi ce of Cod;

28 Nei t her by

the mnistering of angels,
and the Lord God

hat h spoken it; and

honor, power, and glory,

be rendered to his holy nane
bot h now and ever.

Amen.

29 And agai n,

by way of commandnent

to the church, concerning

the matter of baptism

30 Behol d whosoever

hunmbl et h hinsel f before God
and desireth to be baptized,
and conmes forth with

a broken heart and

a contrite spirit, and

W tnesseth unto the church,
that they have truly repented

t hose who | ove and serve

is just and true,

to all those who | ove and serve
God with all their

m ghts, mnds, and strength.

32 But there is a possibility
that man may fall from grace
and depart fromthe living God;
33 Therefore let the church

t ake heed and pray al ways,

|l est they fall into tenptation;
34 Yea, and even let those who
are sanctified take heed al so.
35 And we know t hat

t hese things are

true and according to

t he revel ati ons of John,
nei t her adding to,

nor di mnishing fromthe
prophecy of his book,

the holy scriptures,

or

the revel ati ons of God

whi ch shall conme hereafter
by the gift and power

of the Holy Ghost,

t he voi ce of God,

or

the mnistering of angels.

36 And the Lord God

has spoken it; and

honor, power and glory

be rendered to his holy nane,
bot h now and ever.

Amen.

37 And agai n,

by way of commandnent

to the church concerning

t he manner of baptisn -

Al those who

hunmbl e t hensel ves before God,
and desire to be baptized,
and conme forth with

br oken hearts and

contrite spirits, and

W tness before the church
that they have truly repented
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of all their sins and

are willing to take upon them
t he name of Chri st,

havi ng a determ nation

to serve himunto the end, and
truly mani fest by their works
t hat they have received

the Spirit of Christ

unto the rem ssion

of their sins,

then shall they be received
unt o baptism

into the church of Christ.

31 The duty of the el ders,
priests, teachers, deacons
and nenbers of

the church of Christ.

32 An apostle is an elder, and
it is his calling to baptize
and to ordain other elders,
priests, teachers and deacons,
and to adm ni ster the

fl esh and bl ood of Chri st

according to the scriptures;
33 And to teach, expound,
exhort, baptize, and

wat ch over the church

34 And to confirmthe church
by the laying on of the hands,
and the giving of

t he Holy Chost,

and to take the | ead

of all neetings.

35 The el ders are to

conduct the neetings

as they are |l ed

by the Holy Ghost.

36 The priest's duty

of all their sins, and

are willing to take upon them
t he nane of Jesus Chri st,
havi ng a determ nation

to serve himto the end, and
truly mani fest by their works
t hat they have received of
the Spirit of Christ

unto the rem ssion

of their sins,

shal | be received

by baptism

into his church.

38 The duty of the el ders,
priests, teachers, deacons,
and nenbers of

the church of Christ--

An apostle is an el der, and
it is his calling to baptize;
39 And to ordain other elders,
priests, teachers, and deacons;
40 And to adm ni ster

bread and w ne- -

t he enbl ens of

the flesh and bl ood of Christ--
41 And to confirmthose

who are bapti zed

into the church

by the | aying on of hands

for the baptismof fire and

t he Holy CGhost,

according to the scriptures;
42 And to teach, expound,
exhort, baptize, and

wat ch over the church

43 And to confirmthe church
by the laying on of the hands,
and the giving of

the Holy Chost;

44 And to take the | ead

of all neetings.

45 The el ders are to

conduct the neetings

as they are |l ed

by the Holy Ghost,

according to the commandnents
and revel ati ons of God.

46 The priest's duty
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is to preach, teach, expound,
exhort and baptize, and
adm ni ster the sacranent,
and visit the house

of each nenber, and

exhort themto

pray vocally and in secret,
al so

to attend all famly duties;
37 And ordai n other

priests, teachers and deacons,
and

take the | ead of neetings;

but none of these offices

is he to do when
there is an el der

and

present,

but in all cases
is to assist the el der.

38 The teacher's duty is to
wat ch over the church al ways,
and be with them and

strengt hen them

and see that there is

no iniquity in the church,
nei t her hardness
wi th each ot her,
nei ther |ying nor
nor evil speaking;
39 And see that the church
nmeet together often, and
al so see that all nenbers
do their duty;

40 And he is to

take the | ead of neetings
in the abscence of

the el der or priest,

and is to be

backbi ti ng,

is to preach, teach, expound,
exhort, and baptize, and
adm ni ster the sacranent,

47 And visit the house

of each nenber, and

exhort themto

pray vocally and in secret and

attend to all famly duties.

48 And he may al so ordai n ot her
priests, teachers, and deacons.
49 And he is to

take the | ead of neetings

when there is no

el der present;

50 But when there is

an el der present,

he is only to

preach, teach, expound, exhort,

and bapti ze,

51 And visit the house

of each nenber,

exhorting themto

pray vocally and in secret and
attend to all famly duties.
52 In all these duties the
priest is to assist the el der
i f occasion requires.

53 The teacher's duty is to
wat ch over the church al ways,
and be with and

strengt hen them

54 And see that there is

no iniquity in the church,
nei t her hardness

wi th each other,

nei ther |ying, backbiting,

nor evil speaking;

55 And see that the church neet
t oget her often, and

al so see that all the nenbers
do their duty.

56 And he is to

take the | ead of neetings

in the absence of

the el der or priest--

57 And is to be
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assi sted al ways, and
in all his duties
in the church

by the deacons;

41 But neither the teachers
nor deacons

have authority to baptize
nor adm ni ster the sacrament,

but are to

war n, expound, exhort and
teach, and invite al

to cone unto Christ.

42 Every el der, priest,

t eacher or deacon

is to be ordai ned according to
the gifts and callings of God
unto him

by the power of the Holy Ghost
which is in the one

who ordai ns him

43 The several el ders conposing
this church of Christ,

are to neet in conference

once in three nonths, or
fromtine to tinme as

t hey
shal | direct or appoint,
to do church business
what soever is necessary.

44 And each priest or teacher

who is ordained by a priest,
is to take a certificate
fromhimat the tine

whi ch

when presented to an el der,

assi sted al ways,

inall his duties

in the church

by the deacons,

i f occasion requires.

58 But neither teachers
nor deacons

have authority to bapti ze,
adm ni ster the sacranent,
or lay on hands;

59 They are, however,

to warn, expound, exhort,
teach, and invite al

to come unto Christ.

60 Every el der, priest,

t eacher, or deacon

is to be ordai ned according to
the gifts and callings of God
unto him

and he is to be ordai ned

by the power of the Holy Ghost,
which is in the one

who ordai ns him

61 The several el ders comnposing
this church of Chri st

are to neet in conference

once in three nonths, or
fromtine to tinme as

sai d conferences

shal | direct or appoint;

62 And sai d conferences are

to do what ever church busi ness
IS necessary to be done

at the tine.

63 The elders are to receive
their licenses from

ot her el ders,

by vote of the church

to which they bel ong,

or fromthe conferences.

64 Each priest, teacher,

or deacon,

who i s ordained by a priest,
may take a certificate
fromhimat the tine

whi ch certificate,

when presented to an el der,
shall entitle himto a |license,

and

20.20



he is to give hima |icense,
whi ch shall authorize him
to performthe duty

of his calling.

45 The duty of the nenbers
after they are received

by baptism

46 The el ders or priests are
to have a sufficient tinme to
expound all things concerning
this church of Christ

to their understanding,
previous to their

partaki ng of the sacranment,
and being confirnmed

by the | ayi ng hands

of the elders;

47 So that all things may be
done in order.

48 And t he nenbers shal
mani f est before the church,

whi ch shall authorize him

to performthe duties

of his calling,

or he may receive it

from a conference.

65 No person is to be ordai ned
to any office in this church,
where there is

a regularly organi zed branch
of the sane,

wi t hout the vote

of that church

66 But the presiding elders,
travel i ng bi shops,

hi gh councilors, high priests,
and el ders,

may have the privilege

of ordai ni ng,

where there is no branch

of the church

that a vote nay be call ed.

67 Every president of

t he hi gh priesthood

(or presiding elder), bishop,
hi gh councilor, and

hi gh priest,

is to be ordai ned

by the direction

of a high council or

general conference.

68 The duty of the nenbers
after they are received

by baptism --

The el ders or priests are

to have a sufficient tinme to
expound all things concerning
the church of Chri st

to their understanding,
previous to their

partaki ng of the sacranent
and being confirned

by the laying on of the hands
of the elders,

so that all things may be
done in order

69 And t he menbers shal
mani f est before the church,
and al so before the el ders,
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and al so before the el ders,
by a godly wal k

and conversati on,

that they are worthy of it,
that there nay be works
and faith agreeable

to the holy scriptures,
wal ki ng in holiness

before the Lord.

49 Every nmenber of

this church of Chri st
havi ng chil dren,

is to bring them

unto the el ders

before the church

who are to lay their hands
upon them

in the nane of the Lord,
and bl ess them

in the nane of Christ.

50 There can not any one
be received into

this church of Christ,

who has not arrived

to the years of
accountability before Cod,
and i s not capable

of repentance.

51 And baptism

is to be adm ni stered

in the follow ng manner
unto all those who repent:
52 \Whosoever being

call ed of God and

havi ng authority given them
of Jesus Chri st,

shall go down into the water

with them

and shall say,

calling them by nane:

53 Having authority

given me of Jesus Chri st,
| baptize you

in the nane of the Father,
and of the Son,

by a godly wal k

and conversati on,

that they are worthy of it,
that there may be works
and faith agreeabl e

to the holy scriptures--
wal ki ng in holiness

before the Lord.

70 Every nenber of

the church of Chri st

havi ng children

is to bring them

unto the elders

before the church

who are to lay their hands
upon them

in the nane of Jesus Chri st,
and bl ess them

in his nane.

71 No one can

be received into

the church of Chri st

unl ess he has arrived

unto the years of
accountability before God,
and is capable

of repentance.

72 Baptism

is to be adm ni stered

in the foll ow ng manner
unto all those who repent--
73 The person who is

call ed of God and

has authority

fromJesus Christ to baptize,
shall go down into the water
with the person

who has presented

hi msel f or herself for baptism
and shall say,

calling himor her by name:
Havi ng been comm ssi oned

of Jesus Chri st,

| baptize you

in the nane of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost.
Anmen.
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and of the Holy Ghost.
Anen.

54 Then shal
t hem

in the water,
and conme forth again

out of the water.

55 And it is expedient that
the church neet together oft
to partake of bread and w ne,
i n remenbrance of

the Lord Jesus;

56 And the elder or the priest
shall adm nister it, and

after this manner

shal | he do,

he shall kneel with the church,
and call upon the Father

in mghty prayer, saying:

57 O God the Eternal Father

we ask thee in the nanme

of thy Son Jesus Chri st,

to bless and sanctify

this bread

to the souls of al
who partake of it,
that they may eat
in remenbrance of the body

of thy Son

and witness unto thee

O God the Eternal Father,

that they are willing

to take upon them

t he nane of thy Son,

and al ways renenber him

and keep his comandnents

whi ch he hath given them

that they may al ways

have his Spirit

to be with them

Amen.

58 The matter of adm nistering
the w ne:

59 Behol d they shal

take the cup and say,

O God, the Eternal Father,

we ask thee in the nanme

of thy Son Jesus Chri st,

he i mer se

t hose

74 Then shal
hi m or her

in the water,
and conme forth again

out of the water.

75 It is expedient that

the church neet together often
to partake of bread and w ne
in the renenbrance of

the Lord Jesus;

76 And the elder or priest
shall adm nister it; and

after this manner

he i nrmerse

shall he adm nister it--
he shall kneel with the church
and call upon the Father

in sol emm prayer, saying:
77 O God, the Eternal Father
we ask thee in the name

of thy Son, Jesus Chri st,
to bless and sanctify
this bread

to the souls of all those
who partake of it,

that they may eat

in renmenbrance of the body
of thy Son,

and wi tness unto thee,

O God, the Eternal Father,
that they are willing

to take upon them

t he nanme of thy Son,

and al ways renenber him
and keep his comandnent s
whi ch he has given them
that they nmay al ways

have his Spirit

to be with them

Amen.

78 The manner of adm nistering
t he wi ne- -

he shal
take the cup al so, and say:
79 O God, the Eternal Father

we ask thee in the nanme

of thy Son, Jesus Chri st,

to bless and sanctify this w ne
to the souls of all those
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to bless and sanctify this w ne

to the souls of all those
who drink of it,

that they may do it

in renenbrance of the bl ood
of thy Son,

whi ch was shed for them
that they may w tness

unt o t hee,

O God the Eternal Father,
that they do al ways
remenber him

that they may have his Spirit
to be with them

Amren.

60 Any nenber of

this church of Christ,

t ransgressing

or being overtaken in a fault,
shall be dealt with according
as the scriptures direct.
61 It shall be the duty

of the several churches,
conposing this

church of Christ,

to send one or nore

of their teachers to attend
t he several conferences,
hel d by the el ders

of this church

with alist of the nanes

of the several nmenbers,

uni ting thensel ves

to the church

since the | ast conference,
or send by the hand

of sone priest,

so that there can be kept

a regular list of all the nanes

of the nenbers of

t he whol e church

in a book kept

by one of the el ders;

62 Whonsoever the other elders

shal | appoi nt
fromtime to tine:
63 And also, if any
have been expell ed

who drink of it,

that they may do it

in renenbrance of the bl ood
of thy Son,

whi ch was shed for them
that they nay wtness

unt o t hee,

O God, the Eternal Father,
that they do al ways
remenber him

that they nmay have his Spirit
to be with them

Amen.

80 Any nmenber of

t he church of Chri st

t ransgr essi ng,

or being overtaken in a fault,
shall be dealt with

as the scriptures direct.
81 It shall be the duty

of the several churches,
conposi ng the

church of Christ,

to send one or nore

of their teachers to attend
t he several conferences
hel d by the elders

of the church

82 Wth a list of the nanes
of the several nmenbers

uni ting thensel ves

with the church

since the | ast conference;
or send by the hand

of sonme priest;

so t hat

a regular list of all the nanes
of the

whol e church

may be kept in a book

by one of the el ders,
whonsoever the other elders
shal | appoi nt
fromtine to tine;

83 And al so, if any

have been expell ed
fromthe church

so that their names
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fromthe church

so that their nanes

may be bl otted out of

t he general church record
of nanes.

64 Any nenber renoving
fromthe church

where he resides,

if going to a church

where he i s not known,

may take a letter certifying
that he is a regul ar nenber
and i n good standi ng;

65 Which certificate

may be signed by

any el der or priest,

i f the nenber receiving
the letter is

personal |y acquainted with
the elder or priest, or

it my be signed by the

t eachers or deacons

of the church

may be bl otted out of

t he general church record
of nanes.

84 Al menbers renoving
fromthe church

where they reside,

if going to a church

where they are not known,
may take a letter certifying
that they are regul ar nenbers
and in good standing,

whi ch certificate

may be signed by

any el der or priest

if the menmber receiving
the letter is

personal |y acquainted with
the el der or priest, or

it my be signed by the
teachers or deacons

of the church
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