General Comments on John 14-16

Wth John 13 the setting of the Last Supper is established.
The subsequent ch. 14-17 contain a long series of doctrinally
conpl ex sernons. Chapter 14 is given at the end of the Last
Supper, and afterwards they depart for the Mount of Aives (cf.
14: 31, Matt. 26:30, Luke 22:39) where ch. 15-17 are delivered.
Jesus then departs over the brook Cedron (cf. 18:1) into the
Garden of Gethsemane (cf. Matt. 26:36).

The di scourses in ch. 14-16 focus on unity and | ove. The
theme is introduced in 13:31-25 and in these chapters that thene
is fully devel oped as Jesus di scusses the unity of the Father and
the Son, the need for unity anong the disciples, and unity
bet ween the Son and the disciples. Jesus enphasizes that despite
his i mm nent death they may still be united with himthrough the
Holy Spirit, which he will send to them

Underlying the entire nessage of unity is the doctrine of
| ove, which will bind the Father, hinself, and the disciples
t oget her through obedi ence. Jesus contrasts this with the hate
the world has for hinself and the disciples and warns the
disciples off fromit (cf. 15:18-16:3). Jesus also comrented on
the sane issue in the New Wrld, cf. 3 Ne. 11:28-30.

Theol ogi cal ly, these chapters signal a change in how the
covenant with Israel is going to be adm nistered. Fromthe
covenant with Abrahamto the present nortal mnistry of the
Messi ah, Israel has been dealt with largely at the corporate
| evel. Various prophets and | eaders have been provided to
shepherd all of Israel, the whole nultitude of them whether they
be good or bad.

Now Jesus announces sonething entirely different: the
sal vation of Israel at the individual |evel, based upon
wort hi ness. Jesus announces the Holy Spirit will abide with
t hose who keep his teachings. Those who do not keep his
teachings will not have the Holy Spirit to guide them \Wile
Jesus had hinted previously at the broadening of the mnistry
(cf. 4:35-38), here he is discussing the doctrine in detail.

Comments on John 14

1 LET not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
in me. 2 In my Father®s house are many mansions: if [it were] not
[so], 1 would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where 1 am, [there] ye may be also.
4 And whither 1 go ye know, and the way ye know. 5 Thomas saith
unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we
know the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
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and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye
had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

v1l-7 These verses continue the nmessage from 13: 33 where Jesus
tells themhe is |leaving them Here he explains why he is
| eaving them Jesus tells the disciples no to be disturbed by
his | eaving, but to continue to believe in him(v. 1). 1In the
Father’s estate there are nmany dwelling places (v. 2) and he is
going to prepare themfor his disciples (v. 3). The disciples
know t he pl ace and way Jesus is going (v. 4). Thomas confesses
they really don’t know where or the way he is going (v. 5), and
Jesus tells himthe way to the Father is by foll ow ng Jesus’
t eachi ngs and exanple (v. 6) because Jesus and his Father are
united (v. 7).

Jesus again, rather gently, tells the apostles he will soon
be dead and released to return to his Father in heaven. This
| eaves the disciples confused over what they should do, so Jesus
tells himthey too can get to his Father in heaven by follow ng
hi m because he al ways does what the Father tells him

v2 “mansi ons”, a better translation would be “abodes” or
“dwel lings”. The sane Geek word translated to “abode” in v. 23
is translated to “nmansi ons” here.

8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it
sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath
seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou [then], Shew us
the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and
the Father 1In me? the words that 1 speak unto you I speak not of
myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
11 Believe me that 1 [am] in the Father, and the Father iIn me: or
else believe me for the very works® sake. 12 Verily, verily, |
say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall
he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he do; because I
go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask In my name,
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14
IT ye shall ask any thing in my name, 1 will do [i1t]. 15 IT ye
love me, keep my commandments.

v8-15 Thomas apparently interprets Jesus’ comment too literally
and asks Jesus to reveal the Father to them (v. 8). Jesus gently
chi des Thomas by sayi ng those who have seen Jesus al ready have
seen the Father (v. 9), because the words Jesus speaks are the
Fat her’s words and the works Jesus perforns are the Father’s
works (v. 10). That Father and Son are united, as the great

wor ks Jesus has performed signify (v. 11). Jesus’ disciples nust
I i kewi se do the sane kinds of works Jesus did, and now even
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greater works will be perfornmed by the Father because the Son
goes to Hm (v. 12). Wen the Son is with the Father, then the
Father will do great works in the Son’s nane to glorify both the
Son and Hinself (v. 13). \Whatever they ask for in the nane of
the Son, the Son will do (v. 14), so long as they |ove him and
keep his commandnents (v. 15).

v8 It is unlikely Philip is asking for a personal appearance of
the Father as a sign. Rather, he is probably interested in
sonething |like the events of Exod. 19. Jesus is telling them he
is leaving, so Philip is asking for sone kind of blatantly
obvious form of divine | eadership. Jesus is being somewhat
obscure in his discourse as to how they are to proceed, so Philip
asks for something nore plain.

vl2 Gven the anbiguity of the pronouns, commentators typically
read this verse as foll ows:

[ The disciples] that believeth on nme, the works that I
do shall [those disciples] do also; and greater [works]
than these shall [those disciples] do

However, the idea that Jesus’ disciples will do greater works
than he did hinmself is sinply inpossible. Comentators say the
greater work the apostles did was to spread Christianity

t hroughout the known world. Even so, this pales in conparison to
the Atonenent, and the thing that inpelled the apostles to do
this was the Holy Spirit which was sent by the Son. A better
readi ng is:

[ The disciples] that believeth on nme, the works that I
do shall [those disciples] do also; and greater [works]
than these shall [the Father] do

It is plain fromv. 10-11 the works Jesus does are the works his
Fat her gives himto do, as it says “the Father that dwelleth in

me, he doeth the works”. And now that Jesus is returning to his
Fat her, the Father will do great things to Qorify H nself and
his Son, per v. 13. It is plain fromthe verses surroundi ng v.

12 that the Father is One doing the greater works, not the
disciples. Finally, in v. 28 Jesus states flatly that the Father
is greater than he (and see 5:20 where Jesus states the Father
will do greater works than he). |[If there is One who is to do
greater works than Jesus, it nmust be the Father.

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 [Even] the
Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because i1t seeth
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth
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with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you
comfortless: 1 will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the
world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because 1 live, ye shall
live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that 1 [am] in my Father,
and ye in me, and 1 in you. 21 He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him.

v16-21 Jesus now nore directly answers Thomas’ and Phili ps
guestions by telling themhe will send the Holy Spirit to guide

themin the way they should go. Jesus will ask the Father to
send the Holy Spirit to themto always be with them (v. 16). The
Spirit of Truth will dwell with them because they will accept it,

but the world will not accept it (v. 17). Thus will the
departing Jesus not |eave them alone, but will guide them (v.
18). Wth the end of his nortal ministry the world will no

| onger see Jesus (v. 19), but his disciples will discern him(v.
20) because they keep his teachings and he and his Father w ||l
mani f est thenselves to them (v. 21).

Jesus tells themhe will send the Holy Spirit to guide them
and in this manner manifest hinmself to them The world rejects
him and so they will not have the Holy Spirit to guide them
Thus, the disciples will discern himwhen the world cannot.

22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how Is It that thou
wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus
answered and said unto him, ITf a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not
my sayings: and the word which ye hear 1s not mine, but the
Father®s which sent me.

v22-24 Judas asks for some additional clarification on how Jesus
and his Father will manifest thenselves privately to the
disciples (v. 22). Jesus tells themplainly that those who keep
his teachings will be beloved of himand his Father and they w ||
mani f est thenselves to them (v. 23). Jesus and the Father w ||
not mani fest thenselves to those who do not keep their teachings

(v. 24).
Thi s question shows the apostles are still |ooking for sone
kind of blatantly obvious physical |eadership. |If Jesus is no

| onger the | eader, then who? Moses departed and was repl aced by
Joshua. Who then is Jesus’ successor, who could be? Jesus tells
themit will be the Holy Spirit. But how can this Holy Spirit be
reveal ed only to themand not to everyone? Jesus answers this
guestion by making it plain the Spirit will only manifest itself
to those who live Jesus’ teachings.
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v23-24 A godly walk is essential for a Christian. 1f a person

| oves Jesus, they will be working steadfastly to |ive and do what
he taught. |If a person is not trying to live and do what Jesus
taught, then they do not | ove Jesus.

25 These things have | spoken unto you, being [yet] present with
you. 26 But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto
you. 27 Peace 1 leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 Ye have heard how I said
unto you, I go away, and come [again] unto you. If ye loved me,
ye would rejoice, because | said, 1 go unto the Father: for my
Father is greater than 1. 29 And now 1 have told you before it
come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.

30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 31 But that the
world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me
commandment, even so | do. Arise, let us go hence.

v25-31 Jesus now summari zes the discourse by telling them when
he | eaves he will send the Holy Spirit to |ead themin al

things. Jesus is telling themthese things beforehand so when
they do happen they will understand (v. 25, 29). The Father w |
send the Holy Spirit to teach and rem nd them what Jesus taught
(v. 26). This will bring them genuine spiritual peace, not

worl dly contentnent, so they should not fear (v. 27). As he has
told themhe will be dying and returning to his Father, so should
they rejoice, because his Father is going to do even greater

wor ks (v. 28).

Jesus does not have nmuch time left with them The adversary
will shortly have his way in seeing Jesus nurdered, but he has no
power over Jesus (v. 30). However, Jesus will submt to his
i mm nent death at the hands of the adversary because it is the
will of his Father (v. 31).

Jesus’ comments in v. 25-29 are clearly intended to mtigate
the present gloomthe disciples are feeling, but nore inportantly
the despair and fear that will shortly overwhel mthem

v30 The IV differs fromthe KJV, as foll ows:

KJV [AY

Hereafter | will not Hereafter | will not

talk much with you: talk much with you

for the prince for the prince of darkness,
of this world conmeth, and who is of this world, coneth,
hath nothing in ne. but hath no power over ne,

but he hath power over you.
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The IV changes the neaning of the verse to be both a statenent

i ndicating Jesus wll be |eaving themand a warni ng agai nst the

i npendi ng adversity they will face. Conpare the |V enendation on
this verse to Luke 22: 31-32.

v3l “Arise, let us go hence”, the Passover Seder is conpleted, so
Jesus takes the disciples and departs for the Mount of dives
where the sernons of ch. 15-17 are delivered (cf. 14:31, Matt.

26: 30, Luke 22:39).
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