Comments on Genesis 12

This chapter presents the origin of the Abraham c covenant
with little fanfare (v. 1-3). The change in the Lord' s tactics
and this new covenant was intimted at previously in 8:21-9:11,
so it logically follows that some new thing shoul d appear after
Deluge. It does here, and is the origin of a nation.

The Lord prom ses Abramthe |and, and clears the | and of the
current inhabitants, via drought, so it nmay be his. The chapter
recounts sone historical events of Abramis traveling to and in
the I and of Canaan (v. 4-9) and subsequently to Egypt (v. 10),
notivated primarily because of the need to graze his flocks
during a time of famne. Upon comng to the borders of Egypt
Abram finds hinself in a very difficult situation (v. 11-13),
which is ultimately resolved by the Lord s Providence (v. 14-20).

Casting one’'s eyes ahead, Abrami s wandering through Canaan
can be seen as predicting Israel’s wandering in the w | derness.
Sara’s captivity and mracul ous delivery from Pharaoh coul d be
taken as prefiguring Israel’s captivity in Egypt and ultimte
delivery by Mses.

1 NOW the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land
that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation,
and 1 will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be
a blessing: 3 And 1 will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

vl-4 Moses’ recounting of the initiation of the covenant with
Abrahamis rather terse for such a pivotal event. Conpare it
with the Pearl of Geat Price Abraham account which is first-
person. Mdses’ intent in nmaking it so terse is to have the
reader focus solely on the covenant. The Lord nakes a promse to
Abramto give himland and many children. 1In order to acconplish
this the Lord nust aid Abramin overcom ng nunerous chall enges,
and that is precisely the theme of the rest of the chapter.

Any obscurities in these verses are explained in
consi derabl e detail in the Pearl of Geat Price Abraham account,
whi ch appears below in parallel wth the Genesis account.

4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot
went with him: and Abram [was] seventy and five years old when he
departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot
his brother’s son, and all their substance that they had
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they
went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of
Canaan they came. 6 And Abram passed through the land unto the
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place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite [was]
then in the land. 7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an
altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 8 And he removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his
tent, [having] Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there
he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of
the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.

v4-9 Abram and caravan, apparently a nodest group of severa
peopl e and fl ocks, set out as the Lord commanded towards the | and
of Canaan (v. 4-5). In his travels into the valley of Canaan he
sees the lands are inhabited (v. 6). Despite the |and being

i nhabited, the Lord tells Abramthis is the land the Lord has
chosen for him and Abraham builds an altar there (v. 7). Abram
continues traveling south, building altars to sacrifice to the
Lord as he goes (v. 8-9).

Abranmis travels are detailed in Map 2 of the LDS edition KJV
Bi bl e.

v4d “Lot went with hinf, this detail included to set up subsequent
events of ch. 13, 14, and 19.

“seventy and five years old”, the Pearl of Geat Price
account indicates he was in fact 62.

v6 “the Canaanite was then in the land”, there is nothing
descri bing what the Canaanites are like in the present text
because the Canaanites are infanous for their idolatry and
| asci vi ousness (cf. Lev. 18:1-30, Deut. 18:9-14). Any Senmtic
reader woul d i mredi ately recogni ze the inplications of the nane.
The | and Abrahamis to inherit is already popul ated, and the
popul ation is quite imoral. The underlying nessage here is the
Lord s intent is to replace the current wi cked inhabitants with
nore righteous inhabitants, cp. Deut. 9:3-5. This also serves to
explain why there was a famne (v. 10) in the land, as fam nes
are a common curse the Lord casts on the wicked. The famne is
al so used to renove the Canaanites fromthe land so as to free it
up for Abraham

v7 “Unto thy seed will | give this land”, the Lord indicates the
ultimate fulfilment of possession of the land is well in the
future as it is to be inherited by “thy seed” and not by Abram

“he builded an altar”, the Pearl of Geat Price account
indicates the altar was built prior to the Lord’ s appearance to
Abram  Abram apparently built the altar to keep hinself devout
and committed to the Lord in the presence of the idolatrous
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| ocal s.

Subsequent to the Lord’' s promse the altar would clearly
represent that promse. The |land would be used to worship the
Lord rather than idols, and that altar was just the first of the
altars Abramis children would create in that |and.

v8-9 The Pearl of Geat Price account nakes it clear the primry
reason he continued to travel was because of the severity of the
fam ne.

His continuing to build altars as he travel ed woul d
denonstrate his continuing faith in the Lord, indicating he was
not being swayed by the traditions of the |ocals.

10 And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into
Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine [was] grievous in the
land. 11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into
Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, 1 know that
thou [art] a fair woman to look upon: 12 Therefore it shall come
to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say,
This [is] his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save
thee alive. 13 Say, | pray thee, thou [art] my sister: that it
may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because
of thee.

v10-13 The severity of the famne drives Abram s caravan into
the land of Egypt (v. 10), which is in the fertile N le delta.
Abram knows the Egyptians by reputation (v. 12) and fears for his
|ife because of Sarai’s beauty (v. 11). He therefore asks Sarai
totell themshe is his sister rather than wife fearing their
desire to have her will notivate themto dispose of him(v. 13).

The Pearl of Geat Price account differs significantly from
the Genesis account in the subject of these verses. The Pearl of
G eat Price account indicates it is the Lord who warns Abram
concerning the nurderous and adul terous nature of the Egyptians
and tells himto have Sarai tell people only that she is his
sister and say nothing of being his wfe.

Interpreting such actions and determ ning notives is
problematic in the Genesis account, and even nore difficult in
the Pearl of Geat Price account. The common Rabbi ni cal reading
on the Genesis account is the text is exposing a flawin Abramto
exhibit his humanity and therefore di scourage subsequent
generations fromcommtting ancestor worship. Wile this may
seemlike fault-finding, it is a consistent thene throughout the
OT to expose the shortcom ngs and foi bles of various characters,
particularly the nore prom nent |eaders of Israel (e.g., Jacob,
Davi d, Sol onon, etc.).

VWhile this reading may shed sonme |light on the context, it
does nothing to explain the gravity of the situation this “little
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white lie” or “artful om ssion” places the future of Israel in as
at present Abram has no children and Sarai is his only wwfe. The
Rabbi ni cal view on this point is the story recounts the

faithful ness of the Lord in delivering Sarai from Pharaoh and
prospering Abramin the process. According to this reading, it
is therefore an exanple of the Lord s Providence and zeal ousness
in keeping Hs word to create a nation through Abram

Wil e these readi ngs shed |ight on the Genesis account, they
do nothing to explain the Pearl of Geat Price account. In this
| atter account the Lord has Abramtell Sarai to be deliberately
sel ective, and therefore sonewhat deceptive, in what information
she shares wwth locals. Wy would the Lord do such a thing? |If
we |ook to simlar incidents this question is answered. Let us
conpare the incident of Abraham Sariah, and Abi nel ech ki ng of
Gerar and that of Israel’s exodus from Egypt.

First, the case of Israel’s exodus from Egypt closely
parallels the present text. |In both cases famne results in
captivity with the Lord stepping in to deliver the captives. 1In
the case of Israel in Egypt the Lord’ s notives are explicitly
spelled out: to show both Egypt and Israel who the true God is
(cf. Exod. 7:4-5). The Egyptians consi dered Pharoah a god, and
his hubris is denonstrated anply (cf. Exod. 5:2). The Lord seeks
not only to denonstrate H s power to Israel, but also to knock
down the terrible pride of all men (cf. ch. 11:1-9). 1In this
case, one that is plain, the Lord acconplishes both.

Next, a very simlar set of circunstances as in the present
text occurs when Abrahamis in CGerar near the |land of Canaan (cf.
ch. 20). Sariah is taken by king Abinel ech and then warned by
the Lord he will be killed if he violates her. Abinelech pleads
hi s case by saying he has not violated her so he should not be
puni shed, the Lord agrees with himand indicates that is why He
in only warning himand has not already punished him The Lord
also flatly tells Abinelech that Abrahamis H's prophet, and if
Abraham prays to Hinself on his behalf then he will be spared.

O herw se, he and his whole house will be killed. Abinelech does
rel ease Sariah, but in doing so he accuses Abraham of being at
fault for lying to him Abraham s defense is that he did not

lie, because Sariah is truly his half-sister. But, Abraham

poi nts out the nore serious issue is that Abinelech and his
peopl e are nmurderous and adul terous, so had they known Sari ah was
his wife they would have nurdered himto get her. Abraham al so
states flatly, “the fear of God is not in the place”. Abinelech
relents in his accusations and effectively admts his qguilt,
tacitly acknow edgi ng Abrahanmis summati on of their mnurderous and
adul terous nature, by paying off Sariah. Abrahamthen prays for
Abi nel ech and the Lord then lifts the curse. As in the case of

| srael in Egypt, the Lord has the opportunity to denonstrate Hi s
power to the faithful while striking down the pride of the
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unfaithful. The Lord denonstrates Hi s power and identifies His
prophet unequivocally. Were there was fornerly no “fear of God”
in CGerar, there was after this incident.

Returning to the present text, which is very simlar to the
events with Abinel ech, although | ess verbose, we can now shed
[ ight on what is happening with Abram and Pharaoh. As
denonstrated in the two exanpl es above, the context is the Lord
wants to make it clear to Pharaoh the Lord is God and he isn't.
And, that Abramis the Lord s prophet. There is no “fear of God”
in Egypt because hubris reigns suprene, and the Lord wants to
change that. In order to acconplish this, the Lord deliberately
engi neers a situation where the appropriate confrontation can
take place. An inappropriate confrontation would be Pharaoh or
his mnions murdering Abramto get Sarai. As the Lord prefers to
i nfl uence peopl e’ s agency passively, He engineers an alternative.
He chooses to get Sarai into Pharaoh’s court and then call himon
his actions. The Lord can then justifiably punish Pharaoh,
identify Hnself as God, and identify Abramas H's prophet.

Does this nmean the Lord will lie in order to achieve His
ends? Not at all, as Abraham points out the selective
presentation of information is true (cf. 20:12), it is merely
sel ective. Neither Pharoah nor his mnions were interested
enough to find out all of the truth, only that part which served
their interests. And had they known the full truth they would
not have honored the marriage, they would have sought to nurder
Abraham They didn't care if she was married, all they cared
about was getting Sarai. The om ssion of this detail did not
change their desires, it only changed the manner in which they
went about pursuing their desires. But, regardless of their
sinful nature, what about the Lord s command to tell Abramto
have Sarai say they are just brother and sister? The Lord used
guile to engineer a situation to the benefit of all involved, the
Lord acted wi se as a serpent, and harm ess as a dove (cf. Matt.
10: 16), even as He adnoni shes us to be.

v1l0 Famine is enployed to drive the Canaanites fromthe | and,
making it available to Abrahamin the long term But, in the
short term Abraham nmust also flee the |and, necessitating his
nmovi ng towards Egypt, which creates the problem of putting him at
the nercy of the natives.

14 And 1t came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the
Egyptians beheld the woman that she [was] very fair. 15 The
princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before
Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And he
entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen,
and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses,
and camels. 17 And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Sarail Abram’s wife. 18 And Pharaoh
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called Abram, and said, What [is] this [that] thou hast done unto
me? why didst thou not tell me that she [was] thy wife? 19 Why
saidst thou, She [is] my sister? so I might have taken her to me
to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take [her], and go thy
way. 20 And Pharaoh commanded [his] men concerning him: and they
sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.

v14-20 As feared, the Egyptians covet Sarai because of her
beauty (v. 14), so nuch so she is gossiped of anobng the princes
all the way up to Pharaoh, and is ultinmately taken by him (v.
15). After she is taken, Pharaoh showers Abramw th gifts of
animals and slaves (v. 16). However, the Lord intervenes and
curses Pharaoh for his actions (v. 17). Pharaoh summons Abram
and seeks to blane himfor the situation (v. 18-19), and then
tells his nen to get rid of him(v. 20).

v1l5 “the woman was taken”, Rabbinical comentators interpret this
as an effective kidnaping. Note Pharaoh doesn’'t pay off Abram
until after she is “taken”, clearly indicating this was not a
case of bartering for a bride, but an after-the-fact attenpt to
pl acat e.

Being a foreigner in need of hospitality Abramwas clearly
not in any position to resort to any kind of physical resistance.
The Pearl of Geat Price account also clearly forwards the view
Abram had at | east some inkling of what the Lord had pl anned as
far as the outcone.

Addi tionally, consider the fate of wonen in such a society.
Had Sarai said “He is ny husband” instead of “He is ny brother”,
her fate woul d have been the sane. She would have been “taken”
the difference being the murder of Abram There is no protection
for wonen in societies such as this that do not respect the
marriage relationship. The wonen beconme pawns between nen with
social and political power. This kind of powerlessness in the
Egyptian soci ety beconmes the ironic undoing of Pharaoh later in
t he Exodus account. There it is Pharaoh’s daughter who rescues
t he baby Mbses fromthe Nile, and the Hebrew m dwi ves and wonen
defy Pharaoh and literally give birth to the Israelite rebellion.

v16 “he asses...she asses”, the donkeys are accounted for by
gender because they had to be kept entirely separate. Males of
the species are so intractable in the presence of fenales they
are entirely useless and a conpl ete nuisance. For this reason
the femal es were used as draft animals and nmal es were |argely
kept for breeding. That Abram had any mal e donkeys, |et al one
nore than one, indicates the nunber of fermales he had was
numerous to the point where he could reserve a considerable
portion of themfor breeding. The inplicit nmessage here, which
is made explicit in 13:2, is by the tine he | eaves Egypt Abramis
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fabul ously wealthy. He increases during a tinme of fam ne where
everyone else is decreasing. Cearly, the Lord is bl essing Abram
for his righteousness while cursing the w cked around himw th
fam ne.

v1l7 The nature of the plagues are not explicitly detailed here,
but are probably simlar to those cast on Abinel ech’s house under
simlar circunstances, cf. 20:17-18.

v18-19 The questions presented here by Pharaoh appear as though
they are rhetorical. This is because the reader already knows
the answers. Abram knew he woul d be killed because the Egyptians
are adul terous and nurderous. This is sinply a case of

proj ection on Pharaoh’s part. He has been caught and puni shed,
and rather than hunbling hinself he | ashes out at Abram seeking
to blane himfor his own sinful nature. This pride foreshadows
that of the Pharaoh which Mdses ultimtely contends agai nst.

v20 Pharaoh not only wants to blame Abram for his troubles, he

wants himout of his sight so there is no rem nder of the debacle
or his guilt.
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Conpari son of Cenesis 12 and Abraham 2

CGenesis 12

1 NOWthe LORD

had said unto Abram

Get thee

out of thy country, and
fromthy kindred, and
fromthy father’s house,
unto a | and that

| will shew thee:
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Abr aham 2

1 NOWthe Lord God

caused the fam ne

to wax sore in the land of Ur,
i nsonuch that Haran,

nmy brother, died;

but Terah, ny father,

yet lived in the |and of Ur,
of the Chal dees.

2 And it cane to pass that
|, Abraham took

Sarai to wife, and

Nehor, ny brother,

took Mlcah to wife,

who was t he daughter of Haran.
3 Now the Lord

had said unto ne:

Abraham get thee

out of thy country, and
fromthy kindred, and
fromthy father’s house,
unto a | and that

| will show thee.

4 Therefore | |eft

the land of Ur,

of the Chal dees,

to go into the | and of Canaan;
and | took Lot,

nmy brother’s son, and

his wife, and

Sarai ny wife; and

al so ny father

foll owed after ne,

unto the | and

whi ch we denom nat ed Har an.
5 And the fam ne abat ed;

and ny father

tarried in Haran and

dwel t there,

as there were many fl ocks
in Haran; and

nmy father turned again

unto his idolatry, therefore
he continued in Haran.



2 And | will make of thee
a great nation, and

| will bless thee,
and

make thy nane great;
and

thou shalt be a bl essing:

12.9

6 But |, Abraham and

Lot, ny brother’s son,
prayed unto the Lord, and
the Lord appeared unto ne, and
said unto ne:

Arise, and take Lot with thee;
for | have purposed

to take thee away

out of Haran, and

to make of thee

a mnister to bear ny nane
in a strange | and

which I will give

unto thy seed after thee
for an everl asting possession,
when they hearken to ny voi ce.
7 For | amthe Lord thy GCod;
| dwell in heaven;

the earth is ny footstool;

| stretch my hand

over the sea, and

it obeys ny voice;

| cause the wi nd and

the fire to be ny chariot;

| say to the nountains--
Depart hence--and behol d,

t hey are taken away

by a whirlw nd,

in an instant, suddenly.

8 My nane is Jehovah, and

| know the end

from the begi nning;
therefore nmy hand

shal | be over thee.

9 And | will make of thee

a great nation, and

| will bless thee

above neasure, and

make thy nanme great

anong all nations, and

thou shalt be a bl essing
unto thy seed after thee,
that in their hands

they shall bear this mnistry
and Pri est hood

unto all nations;

10 And | will bless them

t hrough t hy nane;



3 And | will bless them
t hat bl ess thee, and
curse him

that curseth thee: and
in thee

shall all famlies
of the earth
be bl essed.

4 So Abram departed,
as the LORD had

spoken unto him and
Lot went with him and

12.10

for as many as receive

this Gospel shall be called
after thy nane, and

shal | be accounted thy seed,
and shall rise up and

bl ess thee, as their father;
11 And | wll bless them

t hat bl ess thee, and

curse them

that curse thee; and

in thee

(that is, in thy Priesthood)
and in thy seed

(that is, thy Priesthood),
for | give unto thee a prom se
that this right shall continue
in thee, and

in thy seed after thee

(that is to say,

the literal seed, or

the seed of the body)

shall all the famlies

of the earth

be bl essed,

even with the bl essings

of the Gospel,

whi ch are the bl essings

of sal vati on,

even of life eternal

12 Now, after the Lord

had w t hdr awn

from speaking to ne, and

w t hdrawn his face from ne,
| said in ny heart:

Thy servant

has sought thee earnestly;
now | have found thee;

13 Thou di dst send thi ne angel
to deliver nme from

t he gods of El kenah, and

Il will do well

to hearken unto thy voice,
therefore Il et thy servant
rise up and depart in peace.
14 So |, Abraham departed
as the Lord had

said unto ne, and

Lot with ne; and



Abram [ was]
seventy and five years old
when he departed out of Haran.
5 And Abram t ook Sar ai

his wife,

and Lot his brother’s son, and
all their substance
that they had gat hered,
t he soul s that

t hey had gotten in Haran;
they went forth to go
into the | and of Canaan;

and
and

and

into the | and of Canaan
t hey cane.

6 And Abram passed

t hrough the | and

unto the place of Sichem
unt o

the plain of Mireh. And

t he Canaanite [was] then
in the | and.
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|, Abraham was

sixty and two years old

when | departed out of Haran.
15 And | took Sarai,

whom | took to wife

when | was in U, in Chal dea,
and Lot, ny brother’s son, and
all our substance
that we had gat hered,
t he soul s that

we had won in Haran,
cane forth in the way
to the | and of Canaan,
dwelt in tents

as we canme on our way;
16 Therefore, eternity
was our covering and
our rock and

our sal vati on,

as we journeyed from Haran

by the way of Jershon,

to come to the | and of Canaan.

and
and

and

17 Now |, Abraham
built an altar

in the | and of Jershon,
made an offering

unto the Lord, and
prayed that the fam ne
m ght be turned away
frommy father’s house,
that they m ght not perish.
18 And then we passed

from Jershon through the | and
unto the place of Sechem

it was situated

in the plains of Mreh, and
we had already cone into

t he borders of
the | and

of the Canaanites,

and

and

| offered sacrifice there in
t he plains of Mdreh, and
called on the Lord devoutly,
because we had al ready cone
into the | and

of this idolatrous nation.



7 And the LORD
appeared unto Abram
and

sai d,

Unto thy seed

will | give this |and:
and

t here buil ded he an altar
unto the LORD

who appeared unto him

8 And he renoved fromthence
unto a nountain

on the east of Bethel, and
pitched his tent, [having]
Bet hel on the west, and
Hai on the east: and

t here he builded an altar
unto the LORD, and

cal | ed upon

t he nane of the LORD

9 And Abram

j our neyed, going on

still toward the south.

10 And there was

a famne in the land: and
Abram

went down

into Egypt to sojourn there;
for the fam ne [was]
grievous in the | and.

11 And it cane to pass,

when he was come near

to enter into Egypt,
that he said
unto Sarai his w fe,

Behol d now,

| know that thou [art]

a fair woman to | ook upon:
12 Therefore it shal

conme to pass,

when the Egypti ans

shal | see thee,

that they shall say,

This [is] his wife: and

they will kill ne,

but they will save thee alive.
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19 And the Lord
appeared unto ne

in answer to ny prayers,
said unto ne:

Unto thy seed

will | give this |and.
20 And |, Abraham
arose fromthe pl ace
of the altar which
unto the Lord, and

and

had built

renmoved fromthence
unto a nountain

on the east of Bethel,
pitched ny tent there,
Bet hel on the west, and
Hai on the east; and
there | built another altar
unto the Lord, and

cal |l ed agai n upon

t he nane of the Lord.

21 And |, Abraham

j our neyed, going on

still towards the south
and there was

a continuation of

a famne in the land; and

and

|, Abraham
concl uded to go down
into Egypt, to sojourn there,

for the fam ne

becane very grievous.
22 And it canme to pass
when | was cone near
to enter into Egypt,
the Lord said unto ne:
Behol d,
Sarai, thy wfe,

is a very fair woman
to | ook upon;

23 Therefore it shal
conme to pass,

when the Egypti ans
shal | see her,

they wll say--

She is his wife; and
they will kill vyou,

but they will save her alive;



13 Say,

| pray thee,

thou [art] ny sister:

that it my be well wth ne
for thy sake; and

my soul shall live

because of thee.

14 And it cane to pass,

t hat, when Abram

was cone into Egypt,

t he Egypti ans beheld the woman
that she [was] very fair

15 The princes al so of Pharaoh
saw her, and

commended her before Pharaoh:
and t he woman was taken

i nt o Pharaoh’s house.

16 And he entreated Abram wel |
for her sake: and

he had sheep, and

oxen, and

he asses, and

nmenservants, and

mai dservants, and

she asses, and

camel s.

17 And the LORD pl agued

Phar aoh and hi s house

with great plagues

because of Sarai Abranis w fe.
18 And Pharaoh cal | ed Abram
and said,

What [is] this

[that] thou hast done unto ne?
why didst thou not tell ne
that she [was] thy w fe?

19 Why sai dst thou,

12.13

therefore see that ye

do on this w se
24 Let her say
unto the Egypti ans,

she is thy sister, and

thy soul shall live.

25 And it canme to pass

that |, Abraham
told Sarai, nmy wfe,
all that the Lord
had said unto ne--

Therefore say unto them

| pray thee,

thou art ny sister,
that it may be well
for thy sake, and
my soul shall live
because of thee.

with me



She [is] nmy sister?

so | mght have taken her

to me to wfe:

now t herefore behold thy wfe,
take [her], and

go thy way.

20 And Phar aoh commanded

[ his] men concerning him and
t hey sent himaway, and

his wfe, and

all that he had.
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