Comments on Gen. 36

Just as the Genesis account provides a genealogy of Ishmael
(cf. 25:12-18), so too do we have a genealogy of Esau in this
chapter. While Ishmael and Esau were not the elect, they are
both lineage of Abraham (cf. 21:13, 21:18, 27:39-40), and
therefore blessed according to the promises made to him.

The lists suggest in Israel’s absence, prior to the Exodus,
the lineage of Esau was an established and prominent population
in the area.

This is the final non-Israelite lineage presented to the
reader before the text turns it’s attention to the account of
Jacob’s sons, focusing on Joseph.

The genealogy i1s messy and inconsistent, and that is part
of the theological message. A family that doesn’t value these
genealogy results in a confused and discordant family history,
because nobody cares enough to pay attention and keep track of
it. Israelites, Esau’s cousins, are tracking their lineage
instead of them doing it themselves, so it isn’t accurate.

Also note there are fathers and mothers, kings and princes,
sons and daughters. But, no interaction with God, no covenants,
no prophets, no prophetesses, nor prophecy. Esau’s initial lack
of interest in godly things results in a lineage with no
apparent interest in godly things, and the result is a confused
family tree record with no substantive theological value. And,
unfortunately, one branch of Esau’s lineage, the Amalekites,
become mortal enemies to the Israelites later. There were
chiefs and kings in the land, representing mortal power. But,
there were no spiritual leaders among Esau’s children.

Abraham’s lineage has it’s mixed results, but it is clear
the parents who are godly have more success, more consistency,
and more continuity in their families than those who do not. We
see a similar pattern in the Book of Mormon when comparing the
Nephites and Lamanites.

1 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom. ? Esau took
his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon
the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of
Zibeon the Hivite; 3 And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of
Nebajoth. * And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare
Reuel; °> And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these
are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the Tand of
Canaan.

6 And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters,
and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his
beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of
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Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother
Jacob. 7 For their riches were more than that they might dwell
together; and the land wherein they were strangers could not
bear them because of their cattle. ® Thus dwelt Esau in mount
Seir: Esau is Edom. ° And these are the generations of Esau the
father of the Edomites in mount Seir:

v1l-9 The wives of Esau are listed, their sons are listed, all
of whom were born in Canaan (v. 1-5). Esau and his family and
flocks and herds move away from Canaan (v. 6), where Jacob and
his family are, because there are just too many people and
animals (v. 7). They settle in Seir, and prosper into a nation
(v. 8-9).

v2-3 These verses present three wives:

Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite
Aholibamah daughter of Anah daughter of Zibeon the Hivite
Bashemath daughter of Ishmael

where in the preceding text his three wives were presented as:

Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite (26:34)
Bashemath daughter of Elon the Hittite (26:34)
Mahalath daughter of Ishmael (28:9)

Clearly, there were not good records kept.

v2 “daughters of Canaan”, a pejorative title, cf. 26:35, 27:4¢,
28:1, 28:6, 28:9.

v6-8 According to the various birthrights and blessings, Jacob
is to receive the land of Canaan. Here, whether intentional or
not, Esau and his family abandon the land of Canaan to Israel
and move away.

v7 Recalling the separation of Abraham and Lot, cp, 13:6.

10 These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah
the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau.

1 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and
Gatam, and Kenaz. > And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's
son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah
Esau's wife.

13 And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and zerah,
shimmah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's
wife.
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“ And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of
Anah the daughter of zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau
Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah.

v10-14 Esau’s sons are listed by mother, totaling five sons.

15 These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the
firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke oOmar, duke zZepho, duke
Kenaz, % buke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the
dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the
sons of Adah.

17 And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath,
duke zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that
came of Reuel in the Tland of Edom; these are the sons of
Bashemath Esau's wife.

18 And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke
Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that came
of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. !° These are the
sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes.

v15-19 The dukes, or chiefs, among Esau’s sons are listed.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land;
Lotan, and Shobal, and zibeon, and Anah, 2! And Dishon, and Ezer,
and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of
Seir 1in the Tand of Edom. 2?2 And the children of Lotan were Hori
and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna. 2 And the children of
Shobal were these; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and
onam. %* And these are the children of zibeon; both Ajah, and
Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness,
as he fed the asses of zibeon his father. %> And the children of
Anah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah.

26 And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and Eshban, and
Ithran, and Cheran. ?” The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan,
and zaavan, and Akan. ?® The children of Dishan are these; Uz,
and Aran. ?° These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke
Lotan, duke Shobal, duke zibeon, duke Anah, 3°Duke Dishon, duke
Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that came of Hori, among
their dukes in the Tand of Seir.

v20-30 More chiefs are listed.

v24 “mules”, some modern translations render this “water”
instead.

31 And these are the kings that reigned in the Tland of Edom,
before there reigned any king over the children of Israel. 32 And
Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of his city
was Dinhabah. 33 And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of
Bozrah reigned in his stead. 3 And Jobab died, and Husham of the

Genesis 36.3



Tand of Temani reigned in his stead. 3 And Husham died, and
Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab,
reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Avith. 3¢ And
Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead. 37 And
Samlah died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his
stead. ¥ And Saul died, and Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned
in his stead. 32 And Baalhanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar
reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pau; and his
w}fe's ﬂage was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter
of Mezahab.

v31-39 Kings of Edom are listed, and it is noted these kings
ruled over the land during the time Israel was in Egypt.

40 And these are the names of the dukes that came of Esau,
according to their families, after their places, by their names;
duke Timnah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth, “ Duke Aholibamah, duke
Elah, duke Pinon, % Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, *® Duke
Magdiel, duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, according to
their habitations in the land of their possession: he is Esau
the father of the Edomites.

v40-43 More chiefs are listed, these chiefs being singled out
for being particularly prominent and establishing larger
families with significant amounts of land, who effectively
establish the nation of Edom.
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