General Comments on Genesi s 40-45

One matter spanning these chapters is the issue of Jospeh's

going into slavery. In 40:15 it states, "For in truth, | was
ki dnaped fromthe | and of the Hebrews"” (JPS). But in 45:4 it has
Joseph saying to his brothers, "I amyour brother Joseph, he whom

you sold into Egypt" (JPS). The statenment in 45:4 nust nmean "he
whom you [caused to be sold] into Egypt".

It is plain the brothers did not directly sell Joseph to the
| shmeel ites, as he was first found by the Mdianites, who then
sold himto the Ishmaelites. The brothers |ater had the sane
pl an, but there was no collusion between them and the Mdianties.
It is only after Joseph is apprized of the facts of the matter
concerning his brothers (cp. 42:21-22) that he realizes their
initial purpose was to "intend [him harni (cp. 50:20). Previous
to that he assunes it was the Mdianites who ki dnaped him Thus,
Jospeh nust have initially thought his brothers just threw himin
the pit, and it was the Mdianites who pulled himout to what he
t hought was his rescue, only to discover their intent was to
ki dnap and sell himto the Ishmaelites. This would reconcile the
"ki dnapped” and "you sold ne" statenents, and indicate that it
was his brothers who caused himto be sold, and did not directly
sell him

Anot her general point would be that Joseph, although
starting out a spoiled brat, ends up a solid man. Despite living
anong Egyptians, who's practices are quite idolatrous and
| asci vi ous, he does not give in to their ways and remains firmin
his noral and religious convictions. All of this and he even
marri es and Egyptian woman and rai ses two sons who turn out to be
pretty good. This is in sharp contrast to Dinah and Judah of the
precedi ng chapters. Thus, while the Torah warns agai nst
fraternizing with Gentiles, it does show that it is not
i npossi ble to be anong them wi t hout being |ike them

Anot her point worth nentioning is we see at work here the
Lord as a social engineer. In these chapters we see Joseph cured
of his brattiness (37:2-11), the whole famly ends up repentant
(37:35, 42:20-24), and the |ineage of Abrahamis preserved (45:4-
8) .

In particular the text dwells quite a bit on the exoneration
of both Joseph and Judah through adversity. In his childhood,
Joseph's dreans are a source of personal pride and lead to famly
contention. However, as he grows up and is stripped of pride,
his dreans and ability to interpret them beconme a tool to help
others. Judah we find out is not doing well at all. He |eaves
home to |live anpbngst Centiles and marries a Gentile woman. He
has | ousy sons who end up of fending God and being cursed for it.
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But, he ultimately returns home to famly contrite and willing to
sacrifice his owmn life (44:12-34 via 43:8-9). Also note the

i ncredi bl e pathos of these two individuals as the famly cones
together in Egypt. Judah's inpassioned plea for Benjamn's life
is one of the nost heart touching passages in the Bible, and
Joseph's reaction is to weep uncontrollably. These are nen who
have had their hearts softened by tribul ation.

Comments on Genesis 40

After the afflictions of being sold into slavery (cf. ch.

37) and being tenpted by his nmaster’s wife and subsequently
jail ed because of her treachery (cf. ch. 39), Joseph has been
chastened and tested. He is now a young man whom the Lord favors
and bl esses. Joseph’s transformation into maturity can be seen
in this chapter where his ability to interpret dreans is
perceived by himas a gift from God given to himto help others
(v. 8), as opposed to a neans of exalting hinself over others
(cf. 37:5-11).

This chapter largely serves to set the context of the next
chapter wherein Joseph lands in the court of Pharaoh. He ends up
in the court of Pharaoh in the next chapter as a result of
nmeeting a couple Pharaoh’s chief stewards and interpreting their
dreanms in this chapter.

1 ANDit came to pass after these things, [that] the butler of
the king of Egypt and [his] baker had offended their lord the
king of Egypt. 2 And Pharaoh was woth against two [of] his

of ficers, against the chief of the butlers, and agai nst the chi ef
of the bakers. 3 And he put themin ward in the house of the
captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph

[ was] bound. 4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with
them and he served them and they continued a season in ward.

v1l-4 Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker offend him(v. 1-2) so he
throws themin prison, the sane prison which Joseph is in (v. 3),
but is effectively running (cf. 39:21-23). The captain of the
guard has Joseph watch over themand attend to them and they
spend quite sone tinme there in the prison (v. 4).

v2 The chief cupbearer and chief baker were prom nent characters
because they were very close to Pharaoh and woul d therefore have
his political ear. They were also stewards over what he ate and
drank. Thus, they were prine targets for political intrigue and
prime suspects when intrigue was di scover ed.

As the events turn out, the baker ended up being indicted in
what ever intrigue was di scovered and was executed, while the
cupbearer was exoner at ed.
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5 And they dreaned a dream both of them each man his dreamin
one night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream
the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which [were] bound
in the prison. 6 And Joseph cane in unto themin the norning, and
| ooked upon them and, behold, they [were] sad. 7 And he asked
Pharaoh's officers that [were] with himin the ward of his lord's
house, saying, Werefore | ook ye [so] sadly to day? 8 And they
said unto him W have dreaned a dream and [there is] no
interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them [Do] not
interpretations [belong] to God? tell ne [then], | pray you.

9 And the chief butler told his dreamto Joseph, and said to
him In ny dream behold, a vine [was] before ne; 10 And in the
vine [were] three branches: and it [was] as though it budded,

[ and] her bl ossonms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought
forth ripe grapes: 11 And Pharaoh's cup [was] in nmy hand: and |

t ook the grapes, and pressed theminto Pharaoh's cup, and | gave
the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 12 And Joseph said unto him This
[is] the interpretation of it: The three branches [are] three
days: 13 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh |ift up thine head,
and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's
cup into his hand, after the forner manner when thou wast his
butl er.

14 But think on nme when it shall be well with thee, and shew
ki ndness, | pray thee, unto nme, and nmake nention of nme unto
Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: 15 For indeed |I was
stol en away out of the |and of the Hebrews: and here al so have |
done nothing that they should put ne into the dungeon.

16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was
good, he said unto Joseph, | also [was] in ny dream and, behold,
[l had] three white baskets on ny head: 17 And in the uppernost
basket [there was] of all manner of bakeneats for Pharaoh; and
the birds did eat them out of the basket upon ny head. 18 And
Joseph answered and said, This [is] the interpretation thereof:
The three baskets [are] three days: 19 Yet within three days
shall Pharaoh |ift up thy head fromoff thee, and shall hang thee
on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh fromoff thee.

v5-19 After being in jail for sone tinme the cupbearer and baker
bot h have dreans on the same night (v. 5). The next norning
Joseph sees they are both unhappy about sonething so he asks them
why (v. 6-7). They tell himthey are sad because they have had
dreanms whi ch cannot be interpreted. Joseph tells them God knows
the interpretation of the dream so they should tell himtheir
dreanms (v. 8), inplying God will reveal the nmeaning of the dream
to him The cupbearer tells the dream and Joseph interprets it
favorably (v. 9-13). He then asks the cupbearer to renenber the
act of kindness done himso as to exonerate himfrom his unjust

i mprisonnment (v. 14-15). The baker then relates his dreamto

40.3



Joseph and the interpretation is not a favorable one (v. 16-19).

v8 "Do not interpretations belong to God?", the Jew sh
Publ i cation Society translation renders this "Surely God can
interpret!"” Joseph ascribes his ability to interpret dreans to
God, he therefore sees it as a spiritual gift that is at |east
sonewhat revelatory in nature. He nakes a simlar statenent in
41:16. The inplication Joseph is making is that God has given
themthe dream so God knows its neaning and can reveal it.

v14-15 Wil e Joseph is doing reasonably well despite the
circunstances, he still wants out of jail and to be treated
fairly. He sees the present situation as being a way out, and it
is, but he has to wait another two years before it delivers him
cf. 41:1. The Lord has provided the neans of getting Joseph out
of jail, but has to wait quite sonme tine for the Lord to engi neer
the situation that suits both their needs.

vl5 “1 was stolen away”, i.e., Kkidnaped.
v17 “bakeneats”, i.e., baked goods, food.

v19 “hang thee on a tree”, while this sounds |ike a hanging via
hangman’ s noose, it is referring to being inpal ed.

20 And it cane to pass the third day, [which was] Pharaoh's
birthday, that he nade a feast unto all his servants: and he
l[ifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker
anong his servants. 21 And he restored the chief butler unto his
butl ershi p again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 22 But
he hanged the chi ef baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them 23
Yet did not the chief butler remenber Joseph, but forgat him

v20-23 The interpretation of the dreans provided by Joseph cones
to pass (v. 22b) three days |later when a feast is held. The cup
bearer is restored to his position (v. 21) and the baker is
executed by being inpaled (v. 22a). But, the cupbearer forgets
about Joseph and does nothing for him(v. 23).

v23 Wiile the cupbearer presently “forgets” about Joseph, he
does ultimately remenber him cf. 41:9-13. Wether the cup
bearer really does honestly forget about Joseph in his excitenent
over being exonerated, or if he is callous or indifferent is not
entirely clear. In 41:9 he confesses his fault at not
remenberi ng Joseph, which woul d suggest the forner over the
|atter.
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