General Comments on Genesis 7

The great Del uge occurs because of the w ckedness of
manki nd, and destroys them fromoff the face of the earth.
However, the Lord deliberately preserves Noah’s fam |y and

animal life. The story is typically interpreted by schol ars
as being reactionary to the Utnapishtimsubplot of the
Mesopot am an G | gamesh epic. In the G| gamesh epic the gods

are presented as acting in a chaotic and destructive manner

wi th humans being subject to their caprice. The gods plot to
destroy all of mankind, but the one who created mankind
subverts the other gods by indirectly warning U napishtim and
thus human life is preserved. However, in the present

account, it is humans who are chaotic and destructive, and
that requires the Lord to act decisively to preserve human and
animal life. The corruption of manki nd necessitates a new
Creati on.

How literal, and therefore pervasive, the Flood was is a
matter of pure speculation. A localized catastrophic flood
woul d have been sufficient to annihilate the |ocal corrupt
human culture. But, if it were localized then why go to the
efforts of building an ark with animls, as w ped out | ocal
ani mal popul ati ons woul d have naturally been repopul ated from
nore di stant ones. This suggests the catastrophe was nore
than just |ocalized, especially since nore than just
donesticated animals are preserved on the ark. Regardless,
the author’s intent is to portray destruction that is
effectively universal as far as humans are concerned. Thus,
the Flood had to cover as far as humans had spread.

Wth respect to conplete planetary imersion, it is a
popul ar interpretation anong the LDS to interpret this event
as necessary in part because the earth had to undergo the
literal ordinance of baptism because it too sonething akin to
a living thing. This reading is highly specul ative and
derived fromtext that is blatantly netaphorical (i.e.,
poetical texts that anthroponorphize the earth as speaking and
so forth). There is no literal Scriptural suggestion the
earth is alive in any sense of the word. Even if it were, so
are plants and animals as well, and they do not have to be
bapti zed, so why would the earth need to be baptized? There
isn’t any reason why it should as the consequences of the Fal
with respect to sinning, repentance and baptismand so forth
are strictly limted to the famly of Adam and not ot her
living things. Yes, the earth and other living things were
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thrust into a tenmporal setting with the Fall and wil
ultimately be redeemed fromit, but there is no connection for
ot her aspects of the Atonenent that are contingent upon free
agency and sin as is the case with mankind. Nothing living is
bapti zed except humans, so there is no reason to think the
earth needs to be baptized.

There are significant theol ogical inplications of the
Lord sparing Noah’s famly and the creatures of the earth.
According to the Creation account of the preceding chapter,
the Lord created all life. Why then does the Lord bother to
preserve life again, when He could just create it all over
agai n? Wy not destroy nen entirely and nake a clean start?
The theol ogical nmessage is the Lord deliberately interacts
with human society to acconplish His goals. \While humans can
interfere with his goals by ignoring H m and breaking His
conmandnents, He will step in to make sure His goals are still
met. While the Lord allows nmen their agency, so does He
exerci se Hi s agency in acconplishing Hs goals. Mankind was
pl aced on the earth to be fruitful and prosper, and conpletely
anni hilating them wouldn’t acconplish that goal. However,
destroying the murderously w cked does serve the Lord’ s goals
as He is working to preserve human |ife. Thus, God interacts
with humans, who have their agency, but they are held
account abl e when they are working contrary to God' s pl ans.

Comments on Genesis 7

1 AND the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house
into the ark; for thee have | seen righteous before me iIn this
generation. 2 OFf every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by
sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that [are] not
clean by two, the male and his female. 3 Of fowls also of the
air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive
upon the face of all the earth. 4 For yet seven days, and I
will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty
nights; and every living substance that | have made will 1
destroy from off the face of the earth. 5 And Noah did
according unto all that the LORD commanded him.

vl-5 The bl essing of righteousness. The Lord acknow edges
Noah’ s obedience in building the required ark (v. 1, 5) and
gi ves additional details on how to preserve life (v. 2-3)
bef ore the inpending flood (v. 4).

v2 The seem ng di screpancy regardi ng seven pairs versus two
pairs referred to in 6:19-10 is explained by the taking on of
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addi ti onal clean, especially note that they are clean, aninals
for the purposes of sacrifice, cf. 8:20.

Note the categorization of “clean” and “unclean” animals
preceded the Law of Moses. This nmay have been an
anachroni stic comment or there may have been either sone
culturally observed practice based on experience or sone
presently undocunmented revel ation concerning which animals
were categorized in what fashion

v4 “seven days...forty nights”, these units of tines are
comonly used in the OT as not necessarily specific tine

| engt hs but of general tinme frames. Seven days was consi dered
“several days”, or in other words, soon but not today or this
week. And forty days was |onger than a lunar nonth of 28 days
(one of the few determ nate neasures of time), but not an
entire season (another of the few determ nate neasures of
time). However, see v. 11

6 And Noah [was] six hundred years old when the flood of
waters was upon the earth. 7 And Noah went in, and his sons,
and his wife, and his sons® wives with him, into the ark,
because of the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean beasts, and of
beasts that [are] not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing
that creepeth upon the earth, 9 There went In two and two unto
Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had
commanded Noah. 10 And it came to pass after seven days, that
the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

v6-10 Preserving Life. 1In the “seven days” before the Flood
Noah’s famly and all the animals of the earth board the ark.
Note the enphasis on the pairing of Noah and his wife, his
sons and their wives, and all the pairs of animals (v. 7-9).
The preservation and continuity of life is paranount in the
effort. Only after the boarding is conplete does the Flood
start (v. 10).

v7 Note when they enter the ark, no coment is nade upon
personal possessions. Rather the only thing of concern
presented is getting living things in pairs onto the ark.

v9 The animls went to Noah, he did not collect them clearly
suggestive of divine influence over the animals and their
behavi or.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all
the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of
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heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was upon the earth forty
days and forty nights.

v11l-12 The Storm The heavens burst forth to unl eash their
torrent upon the land (v. 11), and the rain persists an
unusually long tinme (v. 12).

v1ll “six hundredth year...second nonth...seventeenth day”,
while time keeping in the OT is generally somewhat nebul ous,
this suggests someone was keeping very careful track of tine,
and argues against relativistic measurenments of time in this
account .

“great”, in describing the “deep” out of which the fl oods
are poured it is called “great”, which in Hebrew is “rabbah”.
This identical term appears in 6:5 when describing the
w ckedness of man. This suggests the flood poured out was
retributive and matched equally to what incited out.

(Par aphrase of Jewi sh Publication Society Torah Conmentary
[JPS TC] conmment)

vli2 While rain is necessary to water the earth, in this case
the rain is sent to cleanse it. A normal rain storm would not
| ast forty days, thus the length of stormindicates its divine
nature. It also suggests the w ckedness of man upon the | and
was so bad it took an extraordinary stormto wash away the
filth.

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah"s wife, and the three
wives of his sons with them, into the ark; 14 They, and every
beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his
kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.
15 And they went In unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all
flesh, wherein [i1s] the breath of life. 16 And they that went
in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded
him: and the LORD shut him in.

v13-16 All types of |life are preserved (v. 13-15) and
di vinely protected (v. 16).

v1l3 Here we |earn that Noah has one wife and three sons only,
and no daughters, only three daughter-in-laws. [In Mdses 8:12
we are informed that Noah begat Shem and Japeth by the sane
woman and Ham apparently by another. Unfortunately, we are
not informed as to whether Noah had two w ves and one had
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deceased or if he remarried after the first deceased, which
will be an issue later in ch. 9.

vl5 On this verse the “two and two” of all flesh is gender
anbi guous and this has | ed sone nodern conmentators to say
that they may not necessarily have been paired mal es and
females. This is grasping at straws, as v. 2-3 explicitly
state the pairs are to be male and femal e.

v14-16 All living things that enter into the ark are
presented as obedient to the command that God gave Noah. This
inplies the rather unusual circunstances of putting together
such a crew of animals that under normal circunmstances woul d
be in conpetition or a predator-prey relationship are instead
subject to the command of God. Thus, another authority
statenment indicating God exercises H's will over all Creation
in general, and the only exception is man who nore often than
not uses his agency to rebel, and hence the Fl ood.

v1l6 “the Lord shut himin”, While Noah built the ark according
to God’'s commands it is the Lord who seals it, suggesting an
act of divine providence in making the ark fit for the
upcom ng task.

17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the
earth. 18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly
upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.
19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and
all the high hills, that [were] under the whole heaven, were
covered. 20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and
the mountains were covered.

v17-20 The flood commences and the entire | andscape is
af fect ed.

v1l8 “went upon”, the Hebrew here nmeans it had no steering gear
so it sinply floated about until the flood subsided.
(Par aphrase of JPS TC)

v20 “fifteen cubits”, with one cubit being 17-22 inches, that
adds up to 21-28 feet deep. Not deep enough to subnerge a
“nmount ai n” per se, but the author’s intent is to present the
Del uge as universal, it affected all of the |and, even the
hi ghl ands, not just lowlying areas and vall eys.

There is nothing to suggest the depth is figurative or
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synbolic. Thus, one would assune the depth of floodi ng was
ascertained after the fact by a high water mark.

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl,
and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 22 All in whose
nostrils [was] the breath of life, of all that [was] in the
dry [land], died. 23 And every living substance was destroyed
which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle,
and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they
were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained [alive],
and they that [were] with him in the ark. 24 And the waters
prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.

v21-24 Everything living that was not in the ark is destroyed
by the Flood (v. 21-23). The flood is so pervasive the waters
do not start to recede for 150 days (v. 24).

v21-22 Obviously, marine |ife was exenpted.
v23 The absolute destruction of all living things upon the

earth indicates that man is the primary inhabitant of the
pl anet and therefore things concerning himtake precedence

over other living things. It also indicates the influence man
exerci ses over Creation around him such that when he defiles
himself he is also defiling the creation around hi m by

twisting it to his own selfish purposes (cf. Hosea 4:1-3),
thus the need to destroy that along with him
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