General Comments on | saiah 4

Note: This chapter appears in 2 Ne. 14.

The subject of this chapter is connected with that of the
preceding one. In the preceding chapter the nen of Israel are
cursed, here the wonen of Israel are simlarly cursed for their
wi ckedness as wel | .

The cl eansing synbolismof this chapter appears in |ater
chapters of Isaiah, especially cp. 54:1-6.

Wi le the general theme is that of the wonen being cursed, a
redenption thene is introduced as well in v. 2-5. Wile at

present the w cked anong | srael

are suffering, the |larger goa

the cleansing of Israel. These verses serve as an introduction
to the thenes of ch. 9-12.
KJV lIsaiah 4 JPSlsaiah4

1 AND in that day seven women
shall take hold of one man,
saying, We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own apparel:

In that day, seven women shall take hold of one man,

Sying,
“Wewill eat our own food

only let us be called by thy And wear our own clothes;

name, to take away our reproach. Only let us be cdled by your name—
2 In that day shall the branch Take away our disgrace!”

of the LORD be beautiful and

glorious, and the fruit of the 2In thet day,

earth [shall be] excellent and The radiance of the LORD

comely for them that are escaped
of Israel. 3 And it shall come
to pass, [that he that is] left
in Zion, and [he that] remaineth
in Jerusalem, shall be called
holy, [even] every one that is
written among the living in
Jerusalem: 4 When the Lord shall
have washed away the filth of

Will lend beauty and glory,

And the splendor of the land

[Will give] dignity and mgjedy,

To the survivors of Israd.

3And those who remain in Zion

And are l€ft in Jerusdem—

All who areinscribed for life in Jerusdem—

the daughters of Zion, and shall Shall be called holy.

have purged the blood of

Jerusalem from the midst thereof “When my Lord has washed away

by the spirit of judgment, and . .

by the spirit of burning. 5 And TheﬁM1dthed1gMB§onmn
And from Jerusdem’ s midst

the LORD will create upon every
dwelling place of mount Zion,
and upon her assemblies, a cloud
and smoke by day, and the
shining of a flaming fire by
night: for upon all the glory
[shall be] a defence. 6 And
there shall be a tabernacle for
a shadow in the daytime from the
heat, and for a place of refuge,
and for a covert from storm and
from rain.

Has rinsed out her infamy—

In a spirit of judgment

And in a spirit of purging—
Sthe LorD will create over the whole shrine and mesting
place of Mount Zion cloud by day and smoke with aglow
of flaming fire by night. Indeed, over dl the glory shdll
hang a canopy, Swhich shall serve as a pavilion for shade
from heat by day and as a shdlter for protection against
drenching rain.
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Specific Coments on |saiah 4

See the arrangenent on the text of this chater as presented
with ch. 3 in the cooments on ch. 3. Independent of ch. 3, this
chapter can be arranged as a synthetical parallelism

A - (v. 1) The Lord hunbles the wonen of Israel
B - (v. 2-3) The survivors of Israel shall be holy
A - (v. 4) The Lord washes Daughter Zion fromher filth
B- (v. 5-6) The Lord reclains Israel, the cleansed
bri de

1 AND in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying,
We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us
be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.

2 In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and
glorious, and the fruit of the earth [shall be] excellent and
comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 3 And it shall come
to pass, [that he that is] left in Zion, and [he that] remaineth
in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, [even] every one that is
written among the living in Jerusalem:

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem
from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the
spirit of burning.

5 And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of
mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day,
and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the
glory [shall be] a defence. 6 And there shall be a tabernacle for
a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge,
and for a covert from storm and from rain.

vl The references to war and nen bei ng slaughtered in the

i mredi ately preceding text (cf. 3:25-26, also cp. 5:25) indicate
the context here is there are so few nen |eft surviving that
wonen will be wlling to reduce thenselves to the status of
concubi ne rather than be |eft desol ate.

"take away our reproach”, the wonen of |Israel are asking to
be the bearers of children, cp. Gen. 29:31-35, 30:23, Luke 1:25.
For a Hebrew wonan to go childless is to be cursed of God.

Consi der the heinous acts commtted by Lot's daughters in order
to bear children, cf. Gen. 19:31-32.

Sonme LDS commentators see this as a prediction of the
practice of polygany in the latter-days. Such a reading is not
contextual and the manner in which the wonen are offering
t hensel ves to the nmen is nore akin to concubi nage than cel esti al
plural marriage. The offering on the part of the wonen is an
i ndi cation of their desperation, where the wonmen who were once
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haughty are hunbl ed and the wi cked nmen are killed, |eaving few
men behi nd.

v2-4 These verses are a condensed and highly poetical summary of
the Lord's intentions for redeem ng Israel. The specific details
on howthis is to be acconplished is in ch. 9-12. As such, these
verses serve to informthe reader that while Israel is presently

bei ng puni shed for her w ckedness, the larger intent is to

cl eanse her and redeem her.

v2 The Lord's intent is not to utterly destroy Israel, but to
sanctify her. It is inportant to note in the context of Lev. 26,
the only reason the Lord resorts to war destroying the w cked is
because all other non-lethal nethods failed to persuade Israel to
repent. The Lord is left with no alternative having attenpted
all other neans. The survivors of Israel will be the nore

ri ghteous, and the wonmen will outnunber the nen.

v3 "written anong the living", synbolic of having one's nane
witten in the Book of Life. This synbol is subsequently
enpl oyed by John, cf. Rev. 3:5. The survivors will be those
spared because of their righteousness, and will therefore
constitute a group worthy to be called holy by the Lord.

v4 "washed away", invoking the inmagery of Noah's Del uge where the
fl ood was used to wash away evil fromthe earth. |[|saiah uses
simlar synbolismel sewhere, cp. 8:8, 28:15-18.

“filth...blood", both have reference to ritual inpurities
(cf. Lev. 18:19, Ezek. 22:10), which inplies Israel in general
has rendered itself ritually inpure.

"daughters of Zion", the reference makes a clear shift from
the literal wonmen of Israel to Israel as the Lord's figurative
bri de, which now becones the subject. It also serves tp tie the
synbol i sm of what happens to the literal wonen of I|Israel to what
happens to Israel in general.

"judgenent...burning”, the Day of the Lord is precipitated
by Israel's w ckedness and therefore the Lord' s judgnment upon
Israel is just and is done in an effort to cleanse her.

v5 The verse conjures inmagery fromthe Munt Horeb account in
Exodus where the Lord appeared to Moses in person and to |srael
by H's voice. The inplications is the Lord will nake hinself
known to Israel and covenant with themagain in a simlar nmanner
after she is cl eansed.
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"defence", a poor translation in the KJV, a better
translation is "canopy". The Jewi sh "chiupa" is a weddi ng canopy
used in a traditional marriage, hence the NT parables that have
weddi ngs as their setting, conpare Joel 2:16. This also has
reference to the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths or Sukkoth)
where the pilgrinms construct a canopy or bower of branches at the
i ngathering. An excerpt froma review of the major Jew sh holy
days st ates:

The Sukkah (a small booth covered with branches)

rem nds Jews how their ancestors dwelt in the desert
after the Exodus from Egypt. This Harvest Festival was
celebrated in Tenple tines by pilgrinmge to Jerusal em
Hospitality (Hakhnassat Orehim is extended to famly
and friends who visit the Sukkah. Here rich and poor
al i ke experience the inpermanence of materi al

possessi ons.

The reference to Tabernacles is poignant as part of the synbolism
of that feast is the inpermanence of worldly possessions, which
is what |saiah has been attacking Israel on in chapter 3.
Tangenti al synbols would be that of the ingathering of the
faithful, the righteous remant, and of the harvest, the
harvesting of the wicked and the righteous at the Day of the

Lord.

On this verse, the BofMdiffers fromthe KJV:

KIV Bof M

And the LORD will create And the Lord will create

upon every dwelling place upon every dwelling-place

of nount Zion, and of nount Zion, and

upon her assenblies, a upon her assenblies, a

cl oud and snoke cl oud and snoke

by day, and by day and

the shining of a flanming fire the shining of a flanming fire
by ni ght: by ni ght;

for upon all the glory for upon all the glory of Zion
[shall be] a defence. shall be a defence

v6 Has reference to protection fromthe natural elenments (one of
t he net hods used to destroy the wicked, in this case natural

di sasters) as well as the heat of the day (Isaiah uses many
synbols of fire, burning, snelting, etc. to synbolize the

cl eansing of Israel on the Day of the Lord), ct. 1:8.
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witten consent of the author. Digital or printed copies may be
freely made and distributed for personal and public non-
commer ci al use.
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