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Revi ew of publications of Smth's Revel ati ons

Di splay and circul at e:

Reproduction of 1%t Edition Book of Mornon

Repr oduction of Evening and Morning Star

Repr oducti on of Book of Commandnents

Reproduction of 1%t Edition Doctrine & Covenants

Briefly di
each text.

scuss historical events surroundi ng publication of

The Scriptures teach “by their fruits ye shall know thent,

t hese are

Joseph Smth's fruits.

“Thi s generation shall have ny word though you” (D&C 5:10)

Cont ext of quotation

Hi stori cal

Even after the incidents surrounding the | oss of
the 116 pages, Harris still wanted additi onal

evi dence regarding the Plates. He requested that
Smth ask the Lord to grant hima view ng of the
Plates, and the text of D& 5 was the Lord’ s
answer to Harris’ question.

In fairness to Harris, his concerns were probably
rooted in his financial underwiting of the
publication of the Book of Mdrnon and the
persistent conflict he had with his wife over the
matter.

Doctri na

The Lord has al ways sel ected people to stand as
H's witnesses. |If non-believers will reject H's
servants, they would reject Hmif he were present
Hi nself. The Lord has always rejected signs as a
means of converting people, because it is

i neffective.



Peopl e who will not receive the testinony of the
Lord's servant will not receive the Lord either:

John 5:45 Do not think that I will accuse you
to the Father: there is [one] that accuseth
you, [even] Modses, in whomye trust. 46 For
had ye believed Mdses, ye would have believed
me: for he wote of nme. 47 But if ye believe
not his witings, how shall ye believe ny

wor ds?

Those who reject the Lord s prophets
will reject him

John 16:1 THESE t hi ngs have | spoken unto
you, that ye should not be offended. 2 They
shal | put you out of the synagogues: yea, the
time conmeth, that whosoever killeth you wll
think that he doeth God service. 3 And these
things wll they do unto you, because they
have not known the Father, nor ne.

Those who reject/persecute/kill the
Lord’ s prophets do not know the Lord nor
H s Fat her.

The Lord refuses to indul ge sign seekers because
m racles do not convert people:

Mark 8:1 IN those days the nultitude being
very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus
called his disciples [unto hin], and saith
unto them 2 | have conpassion on the

mul titude, because they have now been with ne
t hree days, and have nothing to eat: 3 And if
| send them away fasting to their own houses,
they will faint by the way: for divers of
themcanme fromfar. 4 And his disciples
answered him From whence can a man satisfy
these [nmen] with bread here in the

wi | derness? 5 And he asked them How many

| oaves have ye? And they said, Seven. 6 And
he commanded the people to sit down on the
ground: and he took the seven | oaves, and
gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his
disciples to set before [then]; and they did
set [then] before the people. 7 And they had
a fewsmall fishes: and he bl essed, and
commanded to set them al so before [then]. 8



So they did eat, and were filled: and they
took up of the broken [neat] that was |eft
seven baskets. 9 And they that had eaten were
about four thousand: and he sent them away.
10 And straightway he entered into a ship
with his disciples, and cane into the parts
of Dal manutha. 11 And the Phari sees cane
forth, and began to question with him
seeking of hima sign from heaven, tenpting
him 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit,
and saith, Wiy doth this generation seek
after a sign? verily | say unto you, There
shall no sign be given unto this generation

After performng a huge public mracle
for people who don't ask for one, Jesus
rejects the requests of sign-seekers.

John 4:46 So Jesus canme again into Cana of
Galil ee, where he made the water w ne. And
there was a certain nobl eman, whose son was
sick at Capernaum 47 Wien he heard that
Jesus was conme out of Judaea into Galil ee, he
went unto him and besought himthat he would
cone down, and heal his son: for he was at
the point of death. 48 Then said Jesus unto
him Except ye see signs and wonders, ye wll
not believe. 49 The nobl eman saith unto him
Sir, cone down ere ny child die.

Not e John sets the context of the

m racul ous by pointing out in v. 46 that
Jesus was back in an area where his

m racl es had been previously seen, yet
Jesus rejects a man who is initially a
si gn- seeker.

Acts 2:22 Ye nmen of Israel, hear these words;
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
anong you by mracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by himin the mdst of you, as
ye yoursel ves al so know. 23 H m being
delivered by the determ nate counsel and

f oreknow edge of God, ye have taken, and by
w cked hands have crucified and sl ain:

Despite the numerous mracles Jesus
performed, which testified of God's
approval of him they took himand



killed himanyway. Mracles just don’t
work when it cones to conversion

| f people are not hunble, then the signs will not
convert them just as the people who were

foll owi ng Jesus because of the signs he perforned
at the beginning of John 6 nearly all end up
abandoni ng himby the end of John 6. |If the
peopl e are hunble, then they don’'t need signs to
convert them

Logi cal consequences
Hi stori cal

Protestant era notions were generally hostile to
the Roman Cat holic notion of Papacy. People felt
entitled to question/ignore/reject a single point
of authority based upon doctrinal differences.

This mnd set continues today anong Protestants
and even anong Anerican Roman Cat holics who do not
generally view the Pope as a single point of
authority. Contenporary Christians do not see
their mnister/pastor/preacher as being inspired
or as receiving revelation from God for them they
are seen as schol ars/ academ cs/ counsel ors who can
be questioned/ignored/rejected.

Doctri na

The Lord appoints a single point of authority when
it cones to governing H s people.

Adiver Cowdery incident, late July or Aug. 1830

Aiver Cowdery was the original author of the
text which eventually becane D& C 20, but
Smth edited it to Cowdery’s consternation

Shortly after we had received the above
revelations [i.e., D&C 24, 25, 26], diver
Cowdery returned to M. Peter Whitner's,
Sen., and | began to arrange and copy the
revel ati ons, which we had received fromtine
to tine; in which | was assisted by John
Whi tmer, who now resided with ne.

Wi | st thus enployed in the work
appoi nted ne by ny Heavenly Father, |



received a letter fromdiver Cowdery, the
contents of which gave ne both sorrow and
uneasi ness. Not having that letter nowin ny
possession, | cannot of course give it here
in full, but nmerely an extract of the nost
prom nent parts, which | can yet, and expect
| ong to, renmenber.

He wote to informme that he had
di scovered an error in one of the
commandnent s—Book of Doctrine and Covenants:
"And truly manifest by their works that they
have received of the Spirit of Christ unto a
rem ssion of their sins.” [i.e., D&C 20: 37]

The above quotation, he said, was
erroneous, and added: "I command you in the
name of God to erase those words, that no
priestcraft be anongst us!"”

| imediately wote to himin reply, in
whi ch | asked him by what authority he took
upon himto command nme to alter or erase, to
add to or dimnish from a revelation or
commandnment from Al m ghty Cod.

A few days afterwards | visited him and
M. Witnmer's famly, when | found the famly
in general of his opinion concerning the
wor ds above quoted, and it was not w thout
both | abor and perseverance that | could
prevail wth any of themto reason calmy on
the subject. However, Christian Witnmer at
| engt h becane convinced that the sentence was
reasonabl e, and according to Scripture; and
finally, with his assistance, | succeeded in
bringing, not only the Wiitner famly, but
also Aiver Cowdery to acknow edge that they
had been in error, and that the sentence in
di spute was in accordance with the rest of
t he commandnent. And thus was this error
rooted out, which having its rise in
presunption and rash judgnent, was the nore
particularly cal cul ated (when once fairly
understood) to teach each and all of us the
necessity of humlity and neekness before the
Lord, that He m ght teach us of H s ways,
that we mght walk in Hs paths, and live by
every word that proceedeth forth fromH s
mout h. (Joseph Smth, History of the Church
Vol . 1, page 104-105)

Hi ram Page incident, Sept. 1830



...we soon found that Satan had been
lying in wait to deceive, and seeki ng whom he
m ght devour. Brother H ram Page had in his
possession a certain stone, by which he had
obtained certain "revel ati ons" concerning the
upbui | di ng of Zion, the order of the Church,
etc., all of which were entirely at variance
with the order of God's house, as laid down
in the New Testanent, as well as in our late
revel ations. As a conference neeting had been
appointed for the 26th day of Septenber, |
t hought it wi sdomnot to do nuch nore than to
converse with the brethren on the subject,
until the conference should neet. Finding,
however, that many, especially the Witnmer
famly and A iver Cowdery, were believing
much in the things set forth by this stone,
we t hought best to inquire of the Lord
concerning so inportant a matter; and before
conference convened, we received the
fol |l ow ng:

[text of D&C 28 quot ed]

[text of D&C 29 quot ed]

At length our conference assenbl ed. The
subj ect of the stone previously nentioned was
di scussed, and after considerable
i nvestigation, Brother Page, as well as the
whol e Church who were present, renounced the
said stone, and all things connected
therewith, nmuch to our nutual satisfaction
and happi ness. (Joseph Smth, H story of the
Church, Vol. 1, pages 109-115)

D&C 28:1 Behold, | say unto thee, diver,
that it shall be given unto thee that thou
shalt be heard by the church in all things
what soever thou shalt teach them by the
Conforter, concerning the revelations and
commandnment s which | have given. 2 But,
behol d, verily, verily, | say unto thee, no
one shall be appointed to receive
commandnment s and revel ations in this church
excepting ny servant Joseph Smth, Jun., for
he receiveth them even as Mdses. 3 And thou
shalt be obedient unto the things which
shall give unto him even as Aaron, to
declare faithfully the conmandnents and the
revel ations, with power and authority unto
the church.... And thou shalt not command hi m



Hubbl

who is at thy head, and at the head of the
church; 7 For | have given himthe keys of
the nysteries, and the revel ations which are
seal ed, until | shall appoint unto them
another in his stead.... 11 And again, thou
shalt take thy brother, H ram Page, between
hi m and thee alone, and tell himthat those

t hi ngs which he hath witten fromthat stone
are not of me and that Satan deceiveth him
12 For, behold, these things have not been
appoi nted unto him neither shall anything be
appoi nted unto any of this church contrary to
t he church covenants.

e incident, Feb. 1831

...a worman cane naki ng great pretensions of
reveal i ng commandnents, |aws and ot her
curious matters; and as al nost every person
has advocates for both theory and practice,
in the various notions and projects of the
age, it becane necessary to inquire of the
Lord, when | received the follow ng: [text
D&C 43 quoted] (Joseph Smth, Hi story of the
Church, Volune 1, page 154)

About these days there was a woman by the
name of Hubble who professed to be a
prophetess of the Lord and professed to have
many revel ati ons, and knew t he Book of Mornon
was true, and that she should becone a
teacher in the Church of Christ. She appeared
very sancti noni ous and decei ved sonme who were
not able to detect her in her hypocrisy:

ot hers however had the spirit of discernment,
and her follies and abom nati ons were nade
mani fest. The Lord gave revelation that the
Saints m ght not be deceived which reads as
follows: [See D& C 43] (John Witner, Book of
John Whitnmer, chapter 3, paragraph 2)

D&C 43:1 O hearken, ye elders of ny church
and give ear to the words which | shall speak
unto you. 2 For behold, verily, verily, | say
unto you, that ye have received a commandnment
for a law unto ny church, through hi mwhom I
have appointed unto you to receive
commandnent s and revel ations fromny hand. 3
And this ye shall know assuredly--that there



IS none other appointed unto you to receive
commandnment s and revel ations until he be
taken, if he abide in nme. 4 But verily,
verily, | say unto you, that none el se shal
be appointed unto this gift except it be
through him for if it be taken from him he
shal | not have power except to appoint
another in his stead. 5 And this shall be a
| aw unto you, that ye receive not the

teachi ngs of any that shall cone before you
as revel ations or commandnents; 6 And this |
give unto you that you may not be deceived,
that you may know they are not of me. 7 For
verily | say unto you, that he that is

ordai ned of ne shall cone in at the gate and
be ordained as | have told you before, to
teach those revel ati ons whi ch you have

recei ved and shall receive through hi mwhom I
have appoi nt ed.

3. Concl usi ons

Joseph Smth was a prophet of the Lord, through whomthe
Lord chose to restore H's Church. The evidence of his
calling is before us.

The LDS concept of a single point of authority is one that
is Scripturally endorsed and yet unconmopn anbng cont enporary
Christians. It is a concept that has cone to be understood
over tine.

The day will cone when the Lord will tell those who have
rejected the revel ations which came through Smth that they
have rejected the Lord Hinself, just as the Lord censured
the Phari sees for not heedi ng Moses.



