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1. Seek After Spiritual Gfts, WHY?
Hi storical Context of Quote

W learn fromD&C 46:1-6 and fromthe history that sone
early Church nmenbers were being exclusive in who they
permtted to attend Church neetings. Unfortunately, we are
not explicitly told why. But, given the history, it is not
difficult to discern. GCbviously, given the persecution the
Church faced they woul d be eager to exclude those who woul d
be hostile or disruptive to their neetings. For exanple,
John Whitner included details of such a disrupted neeting

i mredi ately before his discussion of why the text of D&C 46
was reveal ed, suggesting a connection.

John Murdock and others held a neeting in the city of Clevel and,
Ohio, in the Masonic Hall by the request of some of the citizens of said
city. An opportunity which sonme sought to bring out their evil designs.
El der Murdock addressed the congregation on the subject of the gospel
and warned the inhabitants of that place to flee the wath to cone.
Ot hers followed him and while they were yet speaking one of the
congregation cane toward the stand and kneel ed down and began to pray, a
sign to the banditti to begin their abuse. At this tinme they began to
bl ow out the candles and throw i nk stands and books, etc. at the speaker
and one of the brethren prayed that the Lord would stop the utterance of
the fell ow that came and kneel ed at the stand, he became silent and
could not rise fromhis knees for sonetine, because of the prayer of
faith.

In the beginning of the Church, while yet in her infancy, the
di sci pl es used to exclude unbelievers, which caused sone to marvel, and
converse of this matter because of the things that are witten in the
Book of Mornobn [e.g., 2 Ne. 26:25-33, 3 Ne. 18:22-34]. Therefore the
Lord deigned to speak on this subject, that his people m ght cone to
under st andi ng and said that he had always given to his elders to conduct
all neetings as they were led by the Spirit. [See D&C 46.] (John

Whi t mer, The Book of John Whitner, Chapter 4, paragraphs 1-2)

But, it addition to this, one recurring thenme surroundi ng

t he above historical statenent is that of false spirits
anong the early Saints. Wich subject is treated at | ength
in D&C 46, suggesting that was indeed a factor contributing
to the early Saints being exclusive in their neetings.
Nanely, to exclude those who were behaving in the unusual
manners described in the excerpts fromWtiner’s history
bel ow.

After Joseph and Sidney returned from Colesville to Fayette. The
Lord mani fested hinself to Joseph the Revel ator and gave commandnment for
nme to go to Ghio, and carry the commandnents and revel ations, with ne,



to confort and strengthen my brethren in that |and. The disciples had

i ncreased i n nunbers about three hundred. But the eneny of al

ri ght eousness had got hold of sone of those who professed to be his
foll owers, because they had not sufficient know edge to detect himin
all of his devices. He took a notion to blind the mnds of sone of the
weaker ones, and made themthink that an angel of the Lord appeared to
them and showed them witings on the outside cover of the Bible, and on
parchment, which flew through the air, and on the back of their hands,
and many such foolish and vain things--others |lost their strength, and
some slid on the floor, and such |i ke nmaneuvers, which proved greatly to
the injury of the cause. (John Witner, The Book of John Whitner,
Chapter 1, paragraph 11)

About this time some were sick of various diseases, and were
heal ed by the power which was in themthrough Jesus Christ. There was a
tradition anong sone of the disciples, that those who obeyed the
covenant in the |last days, would never die: but by experience, they have
| earned to the contrary. (John Whitmer, The Book of John Whitner,
Chapter 3, paragraph 7)

For a perpetual nenory, to the shane and confusion of the
devil--permt me, to say a few things, respecting the proceedi ngs of
some of those who were disciples, and sone renain anong us, and will,
and have cone from under the error and enthusiasm which they had
fallen.

Sonme had visions and could not tell what they saw. Sone woul d
fancy to thenselves that they had the sword of Laban, and would wield it
as expert as a light dragoon, sone would act |like an Indian in the act
of scal ping, sone would slide or scoot on the floor, with the rapidity
of a serpent, which terned sailing in the boat to the Lamanites,
preachi ng the gospel. And many other vain and foolish maneuvers, that
are unneani ng, and unprofitable to nmention. Thus the devil blinded the
eyes of some good and honest disciples. | wite these things to show how
i gnorant and undi scerning children are and how easy nankind is |ed
astray notwi thstanding the things of God that are witten, concerning
hi s ki ngdom

These things grieved the servants of the Lord, and sone conversed
together on this subject, and others cane in and we were at Joseph Snith
Jr. the Seers, and nmade it a matter of consultation, for nmany woul d not
turn fromtheir folly, unless God would give a revelation, therefore,
the Lord spoke to Joseph saying: [See D&C 50.] (John Witmer, The Book
of John Whitnmer, Chapter 6, paragraphs 7-9)

Thus, it would appear the early Saints were bei ng sonewhat
exclusive in holding their neetings to reduce the |ikelihood
of having their neetings disrupted by both hostile persons
and fal se spirits.

The early church, note the Church was only 11 nonths old
when this revel ati on was received, was havi ng grow ng pains
and their manner of dealing with these problens was running
sonewhat contrary to Lord’ s commands.



Doctrinal Context of Quote

D&C 46:7 But ye are commanded in all things to ask of God, who giveth
liberally; and that which the Spirit testifies unto you even so | would
that ye should do in all holiness of heart, wal king uprightly before ne,
considering the end of your salvation, doing all things with prayer and
t hanksgi ving, that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines
of devils, or the commandnments of nen; for sone are of nen, and others
of devils. 8 Wherefore, beware | est ye are deceived; and that ye nmay not
be deceived seek ye earnestly the best gifts, always remenbering for
what they are given; 9 For verily | say unto you, they are given for the
benefit of those who I ove nme and keep all my commandnents, and hi mthat
seeketh so to do; that all may be benefited that seek or that ask of ne,
that ask and not for a sign that they nay consune it upon their |usts.

The Lord instructs the Saints to seek after the best
spiritual gifts, and in doing so they will not be deceived
by the false spirits.

The Lord’s point is they won’t have to generally excl ude
non-menbers as a policy if they are capable of spiritually
di scerning situations based upon individuals or specific
events.

Note the condition given by the Lord in v. 9. He states
flatly that a person nust be keeping the conmandnents and
seeking after these spiritual gifts. He also flatly rejects
si gn- seekers.

2. Seek After Spiritual Gfts, HOWP

It is plain fromthe passages above that the Lord wants to
bless us with spiritual gifts, and will give themto us if
we ask for them but is that it? W just ask for then? No,
that clearly isn't the case. What then? How do we obtain
these spiritual gifts?

Now, obviously, we aren’t talking about those gifts we are
born with. Those are gifts that are sinply there by the
grace of God. W aren't discussing those as there isn’t any
poi nt in discussing them you either have themor you don’t.
What we are discussing is those gifts you don’t have and
want to get.

First off, as stated in D& C 46:9, you have to keep the
commandnent s and not just a sign-seeker. So, that is the
first requirenent, that you' re sincere.

The second requirenent is given in D&C 46: 28- 30.

D&C 46:28 And it shall cone to pass that he that asketh in Spirit shal
receive in Spirit; 29 That unto sone it may be given to have all those
gifts, that there may be a head, in order that every nenber may be



profited thereby. 30 He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to
the will of God; wherefore it is done even as he asketh.

Those who ask “in Spirit” have reconciled their will to the
Lord’s. When they ask for spiritual gifts, it is to
acconplish the Lord’s will, so the Lord grants those
spiritual gifts. This is the purpose of the elect.

Pur pose of the Elect

Mosi ah 8:16 And Anmon said that a seer is a revelator and a prophet

also; and a gift which is greater can no nan have, except he should
possess the power of God, which no man can; yet a nan nay have great
power given himfrom God. 17 But a seer can know of things which are
past, and also of things which are to cone, and by them shall all things
be reveal ed, or, rather, shall secret things be nade manifest, and

hi dden things shall come to |light, and things which are not known shal
be made known by them and al so things shall be made known by them which
ot herwi se could not be known. 18 Thus God has provided a neans that man,
through faith, mght work mighty mracles; therefore he beconeth a great
benefit to his fellow beings.

Moroni 7:27 Wherefore, ny beloved brethren, have mracl es ceased because
Christ hath ascended into heaven, and hath sat down on the right hand of
God, to claimof the Father his rights of nmercy which he hath upon the
children of men?... 29 ... Behold | say unto you, Nay; neither have
angels ceased to mnister unto the children of nen. 30 For behol d, they
are subject unto him to mnister according to the word of his command,
showi ng thensel ves unto them of strong faith and a firmmnd in every
formof godliness. 31 And the office of their mnistry is to call nen
unto repentance, and to fulfil and to do the work of the covenants of
the Father, which he hath nade unto the children of nmen, to prepare the
way anmong the children of men, by declaring the word of Christ unto the
chosen vessels of the Lord, that they may bear testinmony of him 32 And
by so doing, the Lord God prepareth the way that the residue of nen may
have faith in Christ, that the Holy Ghost nmay have place in their
hearts, according to the power thereof; and after this manner bringeth
to pass the Father, the covenants which he hath made unto the children
of nen.

D&C 29:4 Verily, | say unto you that ye are chosen out of the world to
declare nmy gospel with the sound of rejoicing, as with the voice of a

trunp.

D&C 46: 8 Wherefore, beware | est ye are deceived; and that ye nmay not be
decei ved seek ye earnestly the best gifts, always renenbering for what
they are given; 9 For verily | say unto you, they are given for the
benefit of those who I ove me and keep all my commandnents, and hi mthat
seeketh so to do; that all may be benefited that seek or that ask of ne,
that ask and not for a sign that they may consune it upon their lusts. 9
For verily | say unto you, they are given for the benefit of those who
Il ove me and keep all ny commandnments, and himthat seeketh so to do;
that all may be benefited that seek or that ask of me, that ask and not
for a sign that they may consume it upon their lusts. 10 And again,
verily | say unto you, | would that ye should always remenber, and

al ways retain in your m nds what those gifts are, that are given unto



the church. 11 For all have not every gift given unto them for there
are many gifts, and to every man is given a gift by the Spirit of God.
12 To sone is given one, and to sone is given another, that all may be
profited thereby.... 26 And all these gifts come from God, for the
benefit of the children of God.

D&C 84:46 And the Spirit giveth light to every man that coneth into the
worl d; and the Spirit enlighteneth every man through the world, that
hear keneth to the voice of the Spirit. 47 And every one that hearkeneth
to the voice of the Spirit coneth unto God, even the Father. 48 And the
Fat her teacheth him of the covenant which he has renewed and confirned
upon you, which is confirnmed upon you for your sakes, and not for your
sakes only, but for the sake of the whole world.

D&C 93:45 ... | will call you friends, for you are ny friends, and ye
shall have an inheritance with me-- 46 | called you servants for the
worl d's sake, and ye are their servants for my sake-—

It is plain that the Lord s purpose for the el ect, those
chosen out of the world, is to preach the gospel and be of

service to all nmen so they will repent and cone to the Lord.
This is the Lord’s will, and if we are pursuing Hs wll
then we will be granted spiritual gifts when we ask for

t hem

This is the third requirement for obtaining spiritual gifts,
that we are engaged in the service of the Lord for the
benefit of all nen.

Renenber, these are gifts, not bonuses, not sonething we
earn by nerit. They are gifts the Lord gives out as He sees
fit. He has set the requirenents, and if we observe those

requi renents, He will give themto us. That is how we
obtain spiritual gifts, at |east the ones we weren’t born
with.

3. What are the Available Spiritual Gfts?

There are three simlar lists of spiritual gifts appearing
in the Scriptures.

1 Cor. 12:1 NOWconcerning spiritual [gifts], brethren, I would not have
you ignorant. 2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these
dunmb idols, even as ye were led. 3 Wherefore |I give you to understand,
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and
[that] no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 4
Now there are diversities of gifts, but the sanme Spirit. 5 And there are
di fferences of adm nistrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are
di versities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in
all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every nan to
profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit

the word of wi sdom to another

the word of know edge by the same Spirit; 9 To anot her

faith by the same Spirit; to another



the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To anot her

the working of mracles; to another

prophecy; to another

di scerning of spirits; to another

[divers] kinds of tongues; to another

the interpretation of tongues:
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will.

Moro. 10:8 And again, | exhort you, my brethren, that ye deny not the
gifts of God, for they are many; and they cone fromthe sane God. And
there are different ways that these gifts are adm nistered; but it is
the same God who worketh all in all; and they are given by the
mani f estations of the Spirit of God unto nmen, to profit them 9 For
behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may

teach the word of wi sdom 10 ..

teach the word of know edge by the sane Spirit; 11 ...

exceedingly great faith;

the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 12 ..

may work mighty mracles; 13 ..

may prophesy concerning all things; 14 ..

t he behol ding of angels and ministering spirits; 15 ..

all kinds of tongues; 16 ..

the interpretation of |anguages and of divers kinds of tongues.
17 And all these gifts cone by the Spirit of Christ; and they cone unto
every man severally, according as he will. 18 And | would exhort you, ny
bel oved brethren, that ye renmenber that every good gift coneth of
Christ. 19 And | would exhort you, mnmy beloved brethren, that ye renenber
that he is the sane yesterday, today, and forever, and that all these
gifts of which I have spoken, which are spiritual, never will be done
away, even as long as the world shall stand, only according to the
unbel i ef of the children of nen.

D&C 46:11 For all have not every gift given unto thenmt for there are
many gifts, and to every nan is given a gift by the Spirit of God. 12 To
some is given one, and to some is given another, that all nmay be
profited thereby. 13 To sonme it is given by the Holy Ghost to

know t hat Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and

that he was crucified for the sins of the world.
14 To others it is given to

beli eve on their words,
that they also m ght have eternal life if they continue faithful. 15 And
again, to sone it is given by the Holy Chost to

know t he differences of admi nistration,
as it will be pleasing unto the sane Lord, according as the Lord wll,
suiting his nercies according to the conditions of the children of nen.
16 And again, it is given by the Holy Ghost to sone to

know the diversities of operations,
whet her they be of God, that the manifestations of the Spirit may be
given to every man to profit withal. 17 And again, verily | say unto
you, to sone is given, by the Spirit of God,

the word of wisdom 18 To another is given

the word of know edge,
that all may be taught to be wise and to have know edge. 19 And again,
to sone it is given to

have faith to be healed; 20 And to others it is given to

have faith to heal. 21 And again, to sone is given the



working of miracles; 22 And to others it is given to

prophesy; 23 And to others the

di scerning of spirits. 24 And again, it is given to sone to

speak with tongues; 25 And to another is given the

interpretation of tongues.
26 And all these gifts come from God, for the benefit of the children of
God. 27 And unto the bishop of the church, and unto such as God shal
appoint and ordain to watch over the church and to be elders unto the
church, are to have it given unto themto discern all those gifts |est
there shall be any anpbng you professing and yet be not of God

Regardi ng sone of the unique gifts in the D& C 46 version

"differences of adm nistration", a paraphrase 1 Cor.
12:5, also commented on in Mroni 10:8. There are
different ways the gifts of the Spirit are brought into
use or applied, how they are made useful. In nodern
vernacul ar, how callings are extended and why certain
peopl e shoul d be call ed.

"diversities of operations (CGR energeia)", a paraphrase
of 1 Cor. 12:6. A better translation would be
"different apportionnents of God's strength". See al so
Ps. 28:5.

Paul cites both of these not as gifts but to indicate not
everyone gets every gift and they are doled out differently.
The D&C version nmakes the ability to discern these things a
gift.

Sonme of us have these gifts and other gifts as well. Wy
were we given then? Sonme of us don’t have these gifts and
would i ke them \What do we have to do to get thenf

For those of you who have served full-tinme m ssions, was
that time the nost spiritual time of your life? Ws that
the time you had spiritual experiences nost frequently, and
of the greatest variety?

4. Exanpl es of Those Who Have Received G fts
Nephi #3
Hel a. 10:4 Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those things which thou
hast done; for | have beheld how thou hast with unwearyi ngness

decl ared the word, which | have given unto thee, unto this people
And t hou hast not feared them and hast not sought thine own life,

but hast sought ny will, and to keep ny conmandnents. 5 And now,
because thou hast done this with such unwearyi ngness, behold,
will bless thee forever; and I will nake thee mghty in word and

in deed, in faith and in works; yea, even that all things shall be
done unto thee according to thy word, for thou shalt not ask that
which is contrary to ny will. 6 Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am



God. Behold, | declare it unto thee in the presence of nine
angels, that ye shall have power over this people, and shall smte
the earth with famne, and with pestilence, and destruction

according to the w ckedness of this people. 7 Behold, | give unto
you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on earth shall be seal ed
in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall |oose on earth shall be | oosed

in heaven; and thus shall ye have power anong this people
Ammon, son of Mbsi ah

Alma 17:28 Now t he servants of the king began to nmurnur, saying
Now the king will slay us, as he has our brethren because their
flocks were scattered by the w ckedness of these nmen. And they
began to weep exceedingly, saying: Behold, our flocks are
scattered already. 29 Now they wept because of the fear of being
sl ain. Now when Ammon saw this his heart was swollen within him
with joy; for, said he, I will show forth ny power unto these ny
fell owservants, or the power which is in nme, in restoring these
flocks unto the king, that | may win the hearts of these ny
fellowservants, that | may |lead themto believe in my words.

Alma 26:1 AND now, these are the words of Ammon to his brethren,
whi ch say thus: My brothers and my brethren, behold | say unto
you, how great reason have we to rejoice; for could we have
supposed when we started fromthe |and of Zarahem a that God woul d
have granted unto us such great blessings? 2 And now, | ask, what
great bl essings has he bestowed upon us? Can ye tell? 3 Behold,
answer for you; for our brethren, the Lamanites, were in darkness,
yea, even in the darkest abyss, but behold, how nmany of them are
brought to behold the nmarvel ous light of God! And this is the

bl essi ng which hath been bestowed upon us, that we have been nade
instrunents in the hands of God to bring about this great work

5. Concl usi on

It is easy to see why the Lord wants us to seek after the
best gifts. |If we are then we are in the process of
reconciling ourselves to Hs will and are of benefit to our
fellow man. Naturally, we are also sanctifying ourselves in
the process of doing this. And if we are in this path, then
we w il not be deceived by false spirits.



