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Apol ogies up front for such a boring | esson. |[|’ve spent sone
time trying to cone up with sonething new and different and
interesting, but have pretty nuch drawn a bl ank.

As fa as social comentary, fasting and tithing has pretty nuch
fallen out of vogue in nodern Christianity. Despite being
emnently Biblical, its largely ignored.

1. Law of Tithing

Ancient - Tithing was a practice that preceded the Law of
Moses, was present in the Law of Mses, and continued on
afterwards as wel | .

Abraham paid tithes to Mel chi zedek

Gen. 14:18 And Mel chi zedek ki ng of Sal em brought forth bread and
wi ne: and he [was] the priest of the nost high God. 19 And he

bl essed him and said, Blessed [be] Abram of the nopbst high God,
possessor of heaven and earth: 20 And bl essed be the npbst high
God, which hath delivered thine enemes into thy hand. And he gave
himtithes of all

The Lord commanded all of Israel to pay tithes of all their
i ncrease.

Lev. 27:30 And all the tithe of the |land, [whether] of the seed of
the land, [or] of the fruit of the tree, [is] the LORD'S: [it is]
holy unto the LORD. 31 And if a man will at all redeem [ought] of
his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth [part] thereof. 32 And
concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, [even] of

what soever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the
LORD. 33 He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither
shall he change it: and if he change it at all, then both it and
the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeened. 34
These [are] the conmandnents, which the LORD conmanded Moses for
the children of Israel in nmount Sinai

Tithes paid by the Israelites was to support the Levites as
they had no land inheritance. The Levite's portion was the
tithe of the tithe, the holy portion. In other words, the

peopl e paid 10% of their increase, and of that increase the
people paid the priests were allowed to keep 10% of it for

t hei r mai nt enance.

Num 18:20 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no

inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part anong
them | [am thy part and thine inheritance anong the children of
Israel. 21 And, behold, | have given the children of Levi all the



tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which t
serve, [even] the service of the tabernacle of the congregat
22 Neither nust the children of Israel henceforth cone nigh t
tabernacl e of the congregation, |est they bear sin, and die.

But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the
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congregation, and they shall bear their iniquity: [it shall be] a

statute for ever throughout your generations, that anmong the
children of Israel they have no inheritance. 24 But the tithe
the children of Israel, which they offer [as] an heave offer
unto the LORD, | have given to the Levites to inherit: theref
have said unto them Anong the children of Israel they shal
no inheritance. 25 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 26
speak unto the Levites, and say unto them Wen ye take of th
children of Israel the tithes which I have given you fromthe
your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of
for the LORD, [even] a tenth [part] of the tithe. 27 And [th
your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though [it
were] the corn of the threshingfloor, and as the ful ness of t
wi nepress. 28 Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto
LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive of the children of
Israel; and ye shall give thereof the LORD S heave offering t
Aaron the priest. 29 Qut of all your gifts ye shall offer eve
heave offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, [even] t
hal | owed part thereof out of it. 30 Therefore thou shalt say
them When ye have heaved the best thereof fromit, then it s
be counted unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingf
and as the increase of the winepress. 31 And ye shall eat it
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every place, ye and your households: for it [is] your reward for

your service in the tabernacle of the congregation.

The “increase” is explicitly required as the portion that is
tithed. A very inportant rider clause in an agricultural

soci ety.

Deut. 14:22 Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed,

that the field bringeth forth year by year

The tithe is intended to benefit those who are w t hout.

Deut. 26:10 And now, behold, | have brought the firstfruits of the
| and, which thou, O LORD, hast given ne. And thou shalt set it

before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy God:
And thou shalt rejoice in every good [thing] which the LORD t
God hath given unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the

11
hy

Levite, and the stranger that [is] anmpbng you. 12 Wen thou hast

made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase the third
year, [which is] the year of tithing, and hast given [it] unto the
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the wi dow, that they may
eat within thy gates, and be filled; 13 Then thou shalt say before

the LORD thy God, | have brought away the hallowed things out

of

[ m ne] house, and al so have given themunto the Levite, and unto
the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the wi dow, according to

all thy commandnents which thou hast commanded ne: | have not

transgressed thy commandnments, neither have | forgotten [them:

Modern - Under the full extent of the Law of Consecration

the Law of Tithing as we know it today is effectively



subsuned, but not elimnated. It was only when the Law of
Consecration was not being observed that the Law of Tithing
as we know it cane into force.

Reviewing the material on the Law of Consecration from
| esson 14, the Lord initially strongly suggests the Church
care for the poor.

D&C 38:17 And | have nmade the earth rich, and behold it is ny
footstool, wherefore, again | will stand upon it. 18 And | hold
forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a | and of
pronmise, a land flowing with m |k and honey, upon which there

shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; 19 And | will give it unto
you for the | and of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your
hearts.... 24 And let every man esteem his brother as hinself, and

practise virtue and holiness before nme. 25 And again | say unto
you, let every nman esteem his brother as hinmself. 26 For what man
anong you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them and
they serve himobediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou
clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou
clothed in rags and sit thou there--and | ooketh upon his sons and
saith | amjust? 27 Behold, this | have given unto you as a
parable, and it is even as | am | say unto you, be one; and if ye
are not one ye are not nine

Then the Lord commands the contenporary Church to renenber
t he poor.

D&C 42:29 If thou lovest nme thou shalt serve me and keep all ny
commandnents. 30 And behold, thou wilt remenber the poor, and
consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou
hast to inpart unto them... 31 And inasnuch as ye inpart of your
substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto ne.... 32 And it shal
cone to pass...every man shall be nade accountable unto nme, a
steward over his own property, or that which he has received by
consecration, as much as is sufficient for hinself and famly...
38 For inasnuch as ye do it unto the |east of these, ye do it unto
me.

The Lord commands the contenporary Church to be one and
equal .

D&C 51: 3 Wherefore, let my servant Edward Partridge, and those
whom he has chosen, in whom | am well|l pleased, appoint unto this
peopl e their portions, every man equal according to his famly,
according to his circunstances and his wants and needs.... 9 And
|l et every man deal honestly, and be alike anong this people, and
receive alike, that ye may be one, even as | have commanded
you. . ..

The Lord tells the saints that all nmenbers of the Church
none excepted, are to observe the Law of Consecration.
Failure to be equal with regard to tenporal things results
in the Lord withholding H's Spirit.



D&C 70:7 Neverthel ess, inasnuch as they receive nore than is
needful for their necessities and their wants, it shall be given
into my storehouse; 8 And the benefits shall be consecrated unto
the inhabitants of Zion, and unto their generations, inasnmuch as
they become heirs according to the |aws of the kingdom 9 Behol d,
this is what the Lord requires of every man in his stewardship

even as |, the Lord, have appointed or shall hereafter appoint
unto any man. 10 And behol d, none are exenpt fromthis | aw who
bel ong to the church of the living God;... 14 ... in your tenporal

things you shall be equal, and this not grudgingly, otherw se the
abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be w thheld.

The early Saints failed to establish the United Order and
establish Zion as the Lord conmanded themto do, so the
Order was subsequently fragnented.

D&C 104: 47 And now, a commandnment | give unto you concerning Zion,
that you shall no | onger be bound as a united order to your
brethren of Zion, only on this w se-- 48 After you are organized,
you shall be called the United Order of the Stake of Zion, the
City of Kirtland. And your brethren, after they are organized,
shall be called the United Order of the City of Zion. 49 And they
shall be organized in their own names, and in their own nane; and
they shall do their business in their own name, and in their own
nanes; 50 And you shall do your business in your own nane, and in
your own nanmes. 51 And this | have conmanded to be done for your
sal vation, and also for their salvation, in consequence of their
bei ng driven out and that which is to cone. 52 The covenants being
broken through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words--
53 Therefore, you are dissolved as a united order with your
brethren, that you are not bound only up to this hour unto them
only on this wise, as | said, by loan as shall be agreed by this
order in council, as your circunstances will admt and the voice
of the council direct.

The fragnentation of the United Order also failed, so it was
ultimately suspended and repl aced by the Law of Tithing.

D&C 119:1 Verily, thus saith the Lord, | require all their surplus
property to be put into the hands of the bishop of my church in
Zion, 2 For the building of m ne house, and for the laying of the
foundation of Zion and for the priesthood, and for the debts of
the Presidency of nmy Church. 3 And this shall be the beginning of
the tithing of ny people. 4 And after that, those who have thus
been tithed shall pay one-tenth of all their interest annually;
and this shall be a standing |aw unto them forever, for ny holy
priesthood, saith the Lord. 5 Verily |I say unto you, it shall cone
to pass that all those who gather unto the | and of Zion shall be
tithed of their surplus properties, and shall observe this |aw, or
they shall not be found worthy to abi de anong you. 6 And | say
unto you, if ny people observe not this law, to keep it holy, and
by this law sanctify the land of Zion unto nme, that ny statutes
and ny judgnments may be kept thereon, that it nmay be nobst holy,
behol d, verily | say unto you, it shall not be a |and of Zion unto
you. 7 And this shall be an ensanple unto all the stakes of Zion
Even so. Anen.

The entry for “Tithing” fromthe Encyl opedia of Mrnonism



(pages 1480-1482) gives a good general overview of the Law
in an LDS cont ext.

Tithing is the basic contribution by which Latter-day Saints
fund the activities of the Church. By revelation to the Prophet
Joseph Snmith, the Lord stated that nenbers should pay "one-tenth
of all their interest [increase] annually; and this shall be a
standing law unto them forever" (D&C 119:4).

The law of tithing has ancient origins. The word "tithe"
nmeans "tenth" and connotes a tenth part of something given as a
voluntary contribution. Abraham paid tithes to Mel chi zedek (Gen.
14:18-20; Alma 13:14-15). Jacob also covenanted to pay a tenth of
everything the Lord gave him (Gen. 28:20-22). Tithing was a
fundanental part of the Law of Moises (Lev. 27:30-32; Num
18: 25-28; Deut. 26:12-14) and was used in support of priests, holy
edi fices, and sanctuaries (Anps 4:4).

The prophet Ml achi underscored the seriousness of paying
tithes:

WIl a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed ne.in tithes

and offerings. Ye are cursed.for ye have robbed ne..

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse..and prove

me.if I will not open you the wi ndows of heaven, and

pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room

enough to receive it [Mal. 3:8-10].

The collection of tithing is the responsibility of the
bi shop in each ward. Tithes are presented confidentially to him or
his counselors. He forwards the tithes collected locally to Church
headquarters, where a commttee consisting of the First
Presi dency, the Presiding Bishopric, and the Quorum of the Twelve
Apost | es supervises the distribution and expenditure of tithing
funds (D&C 120). These funds are used for such purposes as the
bui I di ng and mai ntenance of neeti nghouses, tenples, and ot her
facilities, as well as for the partial support of the m ssionary,
educational, and Welfare prograns of the Church

At the end of each year, ward nenbers neet individually with
their bishop in a tithing settlenent interviewto verify Church
records of their individual contributions and to declare
confidentially to the bishop whether or not the anpunt contri buted
is a"full tithe."

The common node of tithing payment is by cash. However, when
i ncome has been received in sone other form the nenber may pay
accordingly, as was done anciently (Lev. 27:30, 32). Inits early
years the Church maintained "tithing houses" to receive paynents
in grain, livestock, vegetables, and fruits.

A 1970 letter fromthe First Presidency stated that
notw t hstandi ng the fact that menbers should pay one-tenth of
their income, "every menber of the Church is entitled to make his
own deci sion as to what he thinks he owes the Lord and to meke
paynent accordingly" (Mar. 19, 1970; cf. Doxey, pp. 16, 18).

Hence, the exact anpunt paid is not as inportant as that each
menber feels that he or she has paid an honest tenth

As part of the latter-day restoration of the gospel, the | aw
of tithing was reestablished. Joseph Smith and O iver Cowdery
initiated inplenentation of the principle in 1834, when they
pl edged one-tenth of all the Lord should give themas an offering
for the poor (HC 2:174-75). In 1838 the Prophet inquired about
tithing for the Church (HC 3:44) and received the | aw, now
publ i shed as Section 119 of the Doctrine and Covenants. The term
“tithing" had been used in sonme revel ations before 1838 (e.g., D&C



2.

64:23; 85:3; 97:11-12) but connoted all free-will offerings or
contributions, whether they were less or nmore than 10 percent.

Prior to the revelation on tithing, an adaptation of the | aw
of consecration of property was practiced by the Church to care
for the poor, to purchase lands, and to build Church facilities
(D&C 42:30-39). The declared spiritual object of that law was to
"advance the cause" of "the salvation of man" (D&C 78:4-7) by
creating equality in both "earthly things" and "heavenly things."
This proved too difficult at the tine, especially under the
di sruptive conditions suffered by Church nenbers in Mssouri, and
the practice was tenporarily suspended in 1840 (HC 4:93). The | aw
of tithing was given in part to fulfill material needs and to
prepare the nmenbership of the Church to |ive the material aspects
of the | aw of consecration at sone future tinme. Tithing has
variously been descri bed as the donation of (1) a tenth of what
peopl e owned when they converted; (2) a tenth of their "increase"
or incone each year; and (3) one workday in ten of their |abor
teans, and tools to public projects. Today, tithe payers pay a
tenth of their "increase," or incone.

Al t hough many in the early decades of the Church were slow
to obey the principle and practice of tithing, |eaders continued
to affirmthe obligatory nature of the conmandnment. In January
1845 the Quorum of the Twel ve Apostles under the direction of
Presi dent Bri gham Young i ssued an epistle reni nding the Saints of
their duty to pay tithing (HC 7:358). In 1881 obedience to the | aw
of tithing becane a requirenment for tenple attendance (JD
22:207-208) for those with an inconme. In May 1899 a mmnifestation
was given to President Lorenzo Snow that even though the Church
was bel eaguered by financial difficulties, it was nonethel ess
bound by the law of tithing, as were its nenbers individually, and
all would be blessed materially and spiritually by heeding it
(Snow, p. 439).

As with all commandnents, there is a correlation between
observance of the law of tithing and bl essings or punishnments. The
prom ses to the obedient are great, but the revelation al so warns,
"It shall conme to pass that all.shall observe this |aw, or they
shall not be found worthy to abide anpbng you" (D&C 119:5).

Presi dent Joseph F. Smith taught that the di sobedi ent "have cut
thensel ves of f fromthe bl essings of Zion," but added that the
Lord will fulfill his rich promses to the faithful tithe payers
of the Church (GD, pp. 225-27). "A host of testinonies m ght be
secured of the joy inlife that follows obedience to this

i mportant |aw of the Lord" (Wdtsoe, Vol. 1, p. 228). President
Heber J. Grant counsel ed the Church that obedience to the |Iaw of
tithing provides a protective shield (D&C 64: 23-24) from econonic
di stress (pp. 59-60).

The Law of Tithing as we observe it today is the remant of
the Law of Consecration and is nuch nore akin to the ancient
Law of Mbses type practice than the Christian practice Jesus
advocated. Wen it conmes to material things, it is the

| esser Law, inferior to the Law of Consecrati on.

Law of Fasting

Ancient - the act of fasting anciently bore nore
applications than we presently observe, including a



particularly prom nent role in Yom Ki ppur, the Day of
At onnent .

Communi ng with God - Mses, Elijah, and Jesus al
experienced the 40 days fast as part of a particularly
transcendent encounter with God. Here, the context of
fasting is abstai ning from physical food because the
body is being mracul ously sustained by the Spirit
because of such extraordinary cl oseness to God. The
suggestion is that person has abandoned physical food
and is instead being sustained by God, they have
abandoned, or are not dependent on earthly things for
that period of tine.

Self-denial & self-humliation - Yom Ki ppur or the Day
or Atonenent is a day of self-evaluation and self-
reflection. It is a day when you deliberately abstain
fromall things that give pleasure so that you may

si ngl e-m nded focus on your sins and weaknesses.
Abstaining fromfood is not only a neans of hunbling
yourself, but is a nmeans of self-denial wherein this
principle is taught. The underlying nessage is that

t he physical body is not sonmething to be indul ged at
whim but the practice of self-denial is a beneficial
one.

Mourning - 2 Sam 1:12, Neh. 1:4, Fasting is presented
as a neans of exercising your grief as well as synbolic
of loss. Just like abstaining fromfood |eaves you
enpty and di straught, so does the |oss of a | oved one.

| mportuning - 2 Sam 12:16, Jehoshaphat 2 Chron 20: 3,
Ezra 8:21-23, Esther 4:16, Fasting is a neans of

pl eading with God over sone matter, show ng H mthat
you are serious about what you are requesting. The
inplicit nmessage is that as you hunbl e yoursel f through
fasting you will nmake it easier for yourself to
reconcile yourself to God’ s will.

Modern - There are general comrands to fast, but D&C

mai ntai ns the standard OT & NT |ine on fasting, adding

not hing particularly novel. The possible exception to this
woul d be D&C 59: 14 which appears to parallel fasting with
rejoicing, which is atypi cal

D&C 59:13 And on this day thou shalt do none other thing, only
let thy food be prepared with singleness of heart that thy fasting
may be perfect, or, in other words, that thy joy may be full. 14
Verily, this is fasting and prayer, or in other words, rejoicing
and prayer.



D&C 88:76 Also, | give unto you a commandnent that ye shal
continue in prayer and fasting fromthis tine forth.

D&C 88: 119 Organi ze yoursel ves; prepare every needful thing; and
establish a house, even a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a
house of faith, a house of |earning, a house of glory, a house of
order, a house of God;

D&C 95:16 And let the I ower part of the inner court be dedicated
unto me for your sacranent offering, and for your preaching, and

your fasting, and your praying, and the offering up of your nopst

holy desires unto ne, saith your Lord.

D&C 104: 68 And all noneys that you receive in your stewardships,
by i nproving upon the properties which | have appointed unto you,
in houses, or in lands, or in cattle, or in all things save it be
the holy and sacred writings, which | have reserved unto myself
for holy and sacred purposes, shall be cast into the treasury as
fast as you receive noneys, by hundreds, or by fifties, or by
twenties, or by tens, or by fives.

D&C 109: 8 Organi ze yoursel ves; prepare every needful thing, and
establish a house, even a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a
house of faith, a house of |earning, a house of glory, a house of
order, a house of God; ... 16 And that this house nmy be a house
of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a house of glory
and of God, even thy house;

3. Conclusions - W should fast and pray.



