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The quotation this |esson is naned after taken from D&C
45:39. Lets explore D& C 45 so we can better understand what this
guot e neans.

Hi storical Context of D&C 45

At the tinme the revelation was given the Church is officially 11
nmont hs ol d and has just undergone the first nmjor
exodus/gathering to Kirtland, Chio. They are establishing

t hensel ves and attenpting to proselytize the people of Chio. The
reaction they get is largely negative and the | ocal press ends up
sl andering them and publishing falsely attributed “revel ati ons”
to them

We read in the header to D&C 45:

At this age of the Church [i.e., early in the spring of 1831] many
false reports, lies, and foolish stories, were published in the
newspapers, and circulated in every direction, to prevent people
frominvestigating the work, or enbracing the faith. A great

eart hquake in China, which destroyed fromone to two thousand

i nhabi tants, was burlesqued in sone papers, as " 'Mornonisnm in
China." But to the joy of the Saints who had to struggl e against
every thing that prejudice and wi ckedness could invent, | received

the foll ow ng:
[text of D&C 45 quot ed]
(Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 1, page 158)

Addi tional ly:

Not only did Chio journalists of the early 1830s publish diverse
and false accounts of the origin of Mdrnonisnm they also ascribed
to Mornmoni smvarious instances of unusual behavior that transpired
in different parts of the world. The Painesville Tel egraph, for
exanpl e, published in 1831 a report that had appeared in the New
York Journal of Commerce. It had no connection with the restored
Church, yet was entitled "Mornmonismin China." This account, which
elicited conplaints from Joseph Smith [footnote: Hof C 1:158],
asserted that "a sort of revelation fromthe gods" had been
publ i shed in China, disclosing that during the year a great
pestilence would erupt. The virtuous, this bulletin added, would
be spared, but the wi cked woul d not escape; and the ground woul d
be covered with the bodies of those stricken by the epidemc
[footnote: Painseville Tel egraph, April 5, 1831, page 3, the

Tel egraph was published out of Painseville, Chio]. (Mlton V.
Backman Jr., The Heavens Resound, ch. 4)

The Church nenbers are generally di scouraged so the content of
D&C 45 brings joy to the Saints. \Wy?



D&C 45:28 And when the tines of the Gentiles is cone in, a |ight
shall break forth ambng themthat sit in darkness, and it shall be
the ful ness of nmy gospel; 29 But they receive it not; for they
perceive not the light, and they turn their hearts from nme because
of the precepts of nen.

The Lord indicates that even though the |Iight has dawned anpbng
themthe Gentiles wll reject H m because. Thus, the Lord is
sayi ng He knows the Church will not be particularly popul ar, and
they are rejecting H mnot the people of the Church. So, the
peopl e of the Church don’t have to take it so personally. But,
al so:

D&C 45:30 And in that generation shall the tines of the Gentiles
be fulfilled. 31 And there shall be nmen standing in that
generation, that shall not pass until they shall see an
overflow ng scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the

| and. 32 But ny disciples shall stand in holy places, and shal

not be noved; but anong the wi cked, nen shall |ift up their voices
and curse God and die

The disciples will be protected at this day of punishnment while
the wicked will be cursed and destroyed. The natural reaction of
t he audi ence woul d be to assune that those who had rejected them
and were persecuting them would be cursed by God and die while
they were mracul ously protected.

The early Restored Church was very much interested in the Second
Com ng and saw it as inmmnent, just as the Ancient Church did,
and just as we do today. They were convinced it was about to
happen. A review the articles published in The Evening and
Morning Star shows that in al nost every paper there was at | east
one article discussing either the Second Com ng or the Last Days
or the Signs of the Times, and sonetines there was an article on
nore than one in a single edition.

Smth even inquired of the Lord when it would be:

D&C 130: 14 | was once praying very earnestly to know the tinme of
the com ng of the Son of Man, when | heard a voice repeat the
follow ng: 15 Joseph, my son, if thou livest until thou art
eighty-five years old, thou shalt see the face of the Son of Man;
therefore let this suffice, and trouble me no nore on this matter
16 | was left thus, without being able to decide whether this
comng referred to the beginning of the millenniumor to sone
previ ous appearing, or whether | should die and thus see his face
17 | believe the com ng of the Son of Man will not be any sooner
than that tine.

But what was the Lord’ s response? He says sonething conpletely
anbi guous and then says “trouble me no nore on this mtter.”
Why? Because the Lord has no interest whatsoever in telling
anyone at all when the Second Com ng is.



Matt. 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no [man], no, not the
angel s of heaven, but ny Father only.

Si gns of the Tines

I nstead of a specific tine, the Lord gives signs of the tineg,
i ndicators to show when the tine i s near.

D&C 45:37 Ye | ook and behold the figtrees, and ye see themwith
your eyes, and ye say when they begin to shoot forth, and their

| eaves are yet tender, that summer is now nigh at hand; 38 Even so
it shall be in that day when they shall see all these things, then
shall they know that the hour is nigh. 39 And it shall come to
pass that he that feareth nme shall be looking forth for the great
day of the Lord to conme, even for the signs of the com ng of the
Son of Man. 40 And they shall see signs and wonders, for they
shall be shown forth in the heavens above, and in the earth
beneat h.

But, by and |arge, we are m susing these signs of the tines.
These signs are given to us to show when it is NOT the Second
Com ng nore so than when it is. For exanple:

Matt 24:1 AND Jesus went out, and departed fromthe tenple: and
his disciples cane to [hinl for to shew himthe buildings of the
tenple. 2 And Jesus said unto them See ye not all these things?
verily | say unto you, There shall not be |left here one stone upon
anot her, that shall not be thrown down. 3 And as he sat upon the
mount of O ives, the disciples cane unto himprivately, saying,
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign
of thy comi ng, and of the end of the world?

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them Take heed that no
man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in nmy nanme, saying, | am
Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and
rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all [these
t hi ngs] nust conme to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation
shall rise against nation, and ki ngdom agai nst ki ngdom and there
shall be fanines, and pestil ences, and earthquakes, in divers
pl aces. 8 All these [are] the begi nning of sorrows...

23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here [is] Christ,
or there; believe [it] not. 24 For there shall arise false
Christs, and fal se prophets, and shall shew great signs and
wonders; insonmuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive
the very elect. 25 Behold, | have told you before. 26 Wherefore if
they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not
forth: behold, [he is] in the secret chanbers; believe [it]
not . . .

32 Now | earn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is
yet tender, and putteth forth | eaves, ye know that summer [is]
nigh: 33 So |likew se ye, when ye shall see all these things, know
that it is near, [even] at the doors.

The di sci ples want to now when the end of the world is, but Jesus
doesn’t answer their question. Instead Jesus tells them how they
can know when it isn’'t the end of the world because he doesn’t

want themto be sign-seekers who can easily be deceived by signs.



Jesus then teaches themthe parable of the Ten Virgins

Matt hew 25:1 THEN shall the ki ngdom of heaven be |ikened unto ten
virgins, which took their lanps, and went forth to neet the

bri degroom 2 And five of them were wise, and five [were] foolish.
3 They that [were] foolish took their |anps, and took no oil with
them 4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their |anps.
5 While the bridegroomtarried, they all slunbered and slept. 6
And at m dnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
coneth; go ye out to meet him 7 Then all those virgins arose, and
trinmed their |anps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wi se, Gve us
of your oil; for our |anps are gone out. 9 But the wi se answered,
saying, [Not so]; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go
ye rather to themthat sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while
they went to buy, the bridegroom cane; and they that were ready
went in with himto the nmarriage: and the door was shut. 11
Afterward cane also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to
us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily |I say unto you, | know you
not .

He then closes it by saying:

Mat t hew 25: 13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man coneth.

What Jesus is saying is “Be prepared at any tinme”. The signs
that are given are given to us so we may know when the Second
Coming isn't, not when it is. The Lord s intent is that we
shoul d be prepared at any tine.

He that feareth ne..

If we aren’t supposed to be |ooking for the signs of the tines,
then what is we are supposed to be | ooking for?

D&C 45:39 And it shall cone to pass that he that feareth ne shal
be |l ooking forth for the great day of the Lord to come, even for
the signs of the comi ng of the Son of Man

Those that fear the Lord will be |looking for the great day of the
Lord, what they will be looking for is this:

D&C 45:56 And at that day, when | shall come in nmy glory, shal
the parable be fulfilled which | spake concerning the ten virgins.
57 For they that are wi se and have received the truth, and have
taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been
deceived--verily | say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and
cast into the fire, but shall abide the day. 58 And the earth
shall be given unto them for an inheritance; and they shal

mul tiply and wax strong, and their children shall grow up w thout
sin unto salvation. 59 For the Lord shall be in their mdst, and
his glory shall be upon them and he will be their king and their
| awgi ver.

We shoul d be | ooking forward to this happeni ng and maki ng sure



that we are like the wise virgins so that when it happens we get
it.

The Lord’s point is for us to |look forward to this event and nake
sure that when it happens, whenever it happens, we will not be
hewn down.

| f we know the Day of the Lord is comng, then we know we need to
be prepared. If we really do fear the Lord, then we will prepare
ourselves for the day of the Lord. Sign-seekers are not what the
Lord wants, never has, never wll.

Day of the Lord is Part of a Process
The Second Comi ng or Day of the Lord is one part of a |long series
of a events. If we look at it as part of a process rather than a

specific event, it changes our attitude towards it.

We can construct a time line fromthe events described in the
Scri ptures.

First Advent Apostasy Restoration Second Advent M I | enni um

We are nost interested in the current and future things, so we
focus nost closely on the Restoration, Second Advent and a little
on the MIlennium So, we have a nore detail ed version:

____________________________________________________________ >
Restorati on Second Advent M |1 enni um
M ssi onary wor k Third Tenple @Jerusal em
Tenpl e work Wars, plagues, fam ne, etc.
Perfecting the Saints Sun->bl ood, noon dark, etc.
[ ] Two prophets in Jeru
\/
“Fear the Lord’------------mmmmmi o >

The “Fear the Lord” things we need to do now are those things
which will get us through the Second Advent into the MII ennium
The rest we know about the Second Advent is there to |l et us know
it hasn’t happened yet so we cannot be deceived. If we are

| ooking at them as signs and not doing the “Fear the Lord” stuff,
then we will not nake it through to the M I I ennium because we



wi Il be deceived.

What is “The Day of the Lord”? - In the event of question from
cl ass nenber

This phrase “the day of the Lord”, is fromthe Ol prophets and is
rhetorically charged.

Joel 1:14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solenm assenbly, gather the
el ders [and] all the inhabitants of the land [into] the house of
the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD, 15 Alas for the day! for
the day of the LORD [is] at hand, and as a destruction fromthe

Al m ghty shall it cone.

| sai ah 13:6 Howl ye; for the day of the LORD [is] at hand; it
shall cone as a destruction fromthe Alm ghty. 7 Therefore shal
all hands be faint, and every nan's heart shall nelt: 8 And they
shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of thenm they
shall be in pain as a wonan that travaileth: they shall be amazed
one at another; their faces [shall be as] flanmes. 9 Behold, the
day of the LORD coneth, cruel both with wath and fierce anger, to
lay the | and desol ate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof
out of it. 10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations

t hereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in
his going forth, and the nobon shall not cause her light to shine

11 And | will punish the world for [their] evil, and the w cked
for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to
cease, and will lay |low the haughtiness of the terrible.

| saiah 33:10 Now will | rise, saith the LORD, now will | be
exalted; noww Il | |lift up nmyself. 11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye

shall bring forth stubble: your breath, [as] fire, shall devour
you. 12 And the people shall be [as] the burnings of linme: [as]
thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire. 13 Hear, ye [that
are] far off, what | have done; and, ye [that are] near

acknowl edge nmy might. 14 The sinners in Zion are afraid;

fearful ness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who anong us shal

dwell with the devouring fire? who anong us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings? 15 He that wal keth righteously, and speaketh
uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh
hi s hands from hol di ng of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from
heari ng of bl ood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;

Mal achi 4:5 Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
com ng of the great and dreadful day of the LORD

In the book of Revelation, John uses a lot of OT inmagery and
rhetoric to describe the Second Coming. The rhetoric and inmagery
he uses is fromthe Ol accounts of the Day of the Lord.



