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Context of the Quote - D&C 88:118 and | ater D&C 109:7, 14.

In D&C 88 the general context is that of the Lord s command to
build the Kirtland Tenpl e:

D&C 88: 117 Therefore, verily | say unto you, ny friends, call your
sol ertm assenbly, as | have conmanded you. 118 And as all have not
faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of w sdom
yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wi sdom seek |earning,
even by study and also by faith. 119 Organi ze yoursel ves; prepare
every needful thing; and establish a house, even a house of
prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a house of |earning,
a house of glory, a house of order, a house of God; 120 That your
incom ngs may be in the name of the Lord; that your outgoings may
be in the name of the Lord; that all your salutations nmay be in
the name of the Lord, with uplifted hands unto the Mst High

The Lord tells the Church they need to gather together in solemm
assenblies in the Tenple. Presumably v. 118 indicates not
everyone is where they need to be in their faithful ness that
point to acconplish the work of building the Tenple so those with
the faith and | earning should teach those who don’t have it.

It is plain the Tenple was intended to be the center of this
| earni ng as Joseph included the very sanme statenents in his
dedi catory prayer of the Kirtland Tenpl e:

D&C 109: 6 And as thou hast said in a revelation, given to us, calling us
thy friends, saying--Call your solenmn assenbly, as | have commanded you;
7 And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another
words of wi sdom yea, seek ye out of the best books words of w sdom
seek | earning even by study and also by faith; ... 14 And do thou grant,
Holy Father, that all those who shall worship in this house may be
taught words of wi sdom out of the best books, and that they may seek

| earni ng even by study, and also by faith, as thou hast said;

The Kirtland Tenpl e was nore nul ti purpose than are our present
day Tenples. The main floor of the Kirtland Tenpl e was used for
various services of worship. The second floor was a school for
the mnistry. The third floor contained roons for the "Kirtland
Hi gh School ,"” during the day and Church quorum neetings in the
evening. The west third floor roomwas Joseph Smith, Jr.'s

of fice. (Modified quote from http://ww.kirtlandtenple.org/about.htm)



Lear ni ng

What is this “learning” we are to seek by study and faith? W
can conpare sone simlarly worded passages fromthe Scri ptures
determ ne this:

Dani el 1:3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his
eunuchs, that he should bring [certain] of the children of Israel
and of the king's seed, and of the princes; 4 Children in whom
[was] no bl em sh, but well favoured, and skilful in all w sdom
and cunning in know edge, and understandi ng sci ence, and such as
[had] ability in themto stand in the king's palace, and whom t hey
m ght teach the |earning and the tongue of the Chal deans.... 6 Now
anong these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hanani ah

M shael , and Azariah:...8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
woul d not defile hinself with the portion of the king's nmeat, nor
with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince

of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself....17 As for these
four children, God gave them know edge and skill in all Iearning
and wi sdom and Dani el had understanding in all visions and

dr eans.

Acts 26:24 And as he thus spake for hinself, Festus said with a
| oud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; nuch | earning doth make
t hee mad.

Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were witten aforetinme were
written for our learning, that we through patience and confort of
the scriptures m ght have hope

2 Tinothy 3:1 THI'S know al so, that in the |ast days perilous tines
shall cone. 2 For nmen shall be lovers of their own selves,

covet ous, boasters, proud, blaspheners, disobedient to parents,

unt hankful, unholy, 3 Wthout natural affection, trucebreakers,
fal se accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, 4 Traitors, heady, highm nded, |overs of pleasures nore
than | overs of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: fromsuch turn away. 6 For of this sort are they
whi ch creep into houses, and | ead captive silly wonen | aden with
sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever l|earning, and never able
to cone to the knowl edge of the truth

1 Nephi 1:1 I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents,
therefore | was taught sonmewhat in all the |Iearning of my father
and having seen many afflictions in the course of ny days,
nevert hel ess, having been highly favored of the Lord in all ny
days; yea, having had a great know edge of the goodness and the
nmysteries of God, therefore | nmake a record of nmy proceedings in

my days. 2 Yea, | make a record in the | anguage of ny father
whi ch consists of the learning of the Jews and the | anguage of the
Egypti ans.

1 Nephi 19:23 And | did read many things unto them which were
written in the books of Mses; but that | mght nore fully
persuade themto believe in the Lord their Redeener | did read
unto them that which was witten by the prophet Isaiah; for | did
liken all scriptures unto us, that it mght be for our profit and



| ear ni ng

2 Nephi 9:28 O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vainness,
and the frailties, and the foolishness of nmen! Wen they are

| earned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the
counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of

t hensel ves, wherefore, their wisdomis foolishness and it

profiteth themnot. And they shall perish. 29 But to be learned is
good if they hearken unto the counsels of God

2 Nephi 9:42 And whoso knocketh, to himwi Il he open; and the

wi se, and the | earned, and they that are rich, who are puffed up
because of their learning, and their wi sdom and their
riches--yea, they are they whom he despi seth; and save they shal
cast these things away, and consider thensel ves fools before God,
and cone down in the depths of humility, he will not open unto

t hem

2 Nephi 26:20 And the Gentiles are lifted up in the pride of their
eyes, and have stunbl ed, because of the greatness of their
stunbling bl ock, that they have built up many churches;
neverthel ess, they put down the power and miracles of God, and
preach up unto thenselves their own wi sdom and their own | earning,
that they may get gain and grind upon the face of the poor

2 Nephi 28:4 And they shall contend one with another; and their
priests shall contend one with another, and they shall teach with
their learning, and deny the Holy Ghost, which giveth utterance

3 Nephi 6:12 And the people began to be distinguished by ranks,
according to their riches and their chances for |earning; yea,
sone were ignorant because of their poverty, and others did
receive great |earning because of their riches.

This quick review indicates “learning” can be a good thing or a
bad t hi ng dependi ng on what people do with it and how they feel
about it. Learning can be spiritual or secular, it can help a
person or hurt them Sone know edge saves, sone know edge damms.

Savi ng Knowl edge and Dammi ng | gnor ance

The glory of God is intelligence.

It is inpossible for a man to be saved in ignorance.

What ever principles of intelligence we attain unto in this
l[ife will rise with us in the resurrection. (Joseph Smth,
Hi story of the Church, Vol. 6, Page xliv) [D&C 131: 6]

There are a great many wi se nen and wonen too in our m dst
who are too wise to be taught; therefore they nust die in
their ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find
their m stake. Many seal up the door of heaven by saying, So
far God may reveal and | will believe. (Joseph Smth

Hi story of the Church, Vol. 5, page 424)



Sunday, April 10.-1 preached in the Gove, and pronounced a
curse upon all adulterers, and fornicators, and unvirtuous
persons, and those who have nmade use of ny nane to carry on
their iniquitous designs.

[ The follow ng brief synopsis of the Prophet's remarks is
fromthe journal of Elder WIford Wodruff:]

Synopsis of Remarks of the Prophet - Reproof of al

W ckedness.

Joseph the Seer arose in the power of God; reproved and
rebuked w ckedness before the people, in the nane of the
Lord God. He wished to say a few words to suit the condition
of the general mass, and then said: | shall speak with
authority of the Priesthood in the name of the Lord God,
whi ch shall prove a savor of life unto life, or of death
unto death. Notw thstanding this congregation profess to be
Saints, yet | stand in the mdst of all [Kkinds of]
characters and classes of nen. If you wish to go where God
is, you nust be |like God, or possess the principles which
God possesses, for if we are not drawing towards God in
principle, we are going fromH mand drawi ng towards the

devil. Yes, | amstanding in the mdst of all kinds of
peopl e.

Search your hearts, and see if you are like God. | have
searched mne, and feel to repent of all ny sins.

We have thieves anong us, adulterers, liars,

hypocrites. |If God should speak from heaven, he woul d
command you not to steal, not to commt adultery, not to
covet, nor deceive, but be faithful over a few things. As
far as we degenerate from God, we descend to the devil and

| ose know edge, and w t hout knowl edge we cannot be saved,
and while our hearts are filled with evil, and we are
studying evil, there is no roomin our hearts for good, or
studyi ng good. |Is not God good? Then you be good; if He is
faithful, then you be faithful. Add to your faith virtue, to
virtue know edge, and seek for every good thing.

The Church nust be cl eansed, and | procl ai magai nst all
iniquity. A man is saved no faster than he gets know edge,
for if he does not get know edge, he will be brought into
captivity by sonme evil power in the other world, as evil
spirits will have nore know edge, and consequently nore
power than many nen who are on the earth. Hence it needs
revelation to assist us, and give us know edge of the things
of Cod.

VWhat is the reason the Priests of the day do not get
revel ati on? They ask only to consune it upon their |ust.
Their hearts are corrupt, and they cloak their iniquity by
saying there are no nore revelations. But if any revel ations
are given of God, they are universally opposed by the
priests and Christendomat |arge; for they reveal their
w ckedness and abom nations. (HofC, Vol. 4, pages 587-588)



Know edge

Spiritual - revealed, true in an of itself. Can be
m sinterpreted. W are adnonished to obtain this type of
know edge as wel | :

D&C 90: 12 And now, verily | say unto you, | give unto you a
commandnent that you continue in the mnistry and presidency. 13
And when you have finished the translation of the prophets, you
shall fromthenceforth preside over the affairs of the church and
the school; 14 And fromtine to tinme, as shall be manifested by
the Conforter, receive revelations to unfold the mysteries of the
ki ngdom

Academc - armof the flesh, my be true, then again it may
not, subject to msinterpretation and usually very
politicized. W are adnonished to seek this kind of

know edge:

D&C 90: 15 And set in order the churches, and study and |earn, and
become acquainted with all good books, and with | anguages,
t ongues, and peopl e

It is encouraged, but this is the only place in nodern
revelation, so it obviously doesn’t receive the kind of
enphasi s spiritual |earning does.

Experiential - obtaining famliarity and skill by doing and
i nteracting.

This is the nost critical type of know edge we as a
Church and we as individuals can obtain. W are warned
that if we fail to live a godly walk then the Lord w il
never “know’ us and will reject us despite our
outwardly religious trappings:

Matt hew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto ne, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of ny Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
nane? and in thy nane have cast out devils? and in thy nane

done many wonderful works? 23 And then will | profess unto
them | never knew you: depart fromnme, ye that work
iniquity.

So, what is the “knowi ng” we nust obtain? Below are a
series of passages that explain what it is to not
“know’ false gods and it is contrasted to the Lord God
whom | srael’s fathers did know.

Deut eronony 29:24 Even all nations shall say, Werefore hath
the LORD done thus unto this |and? what [neaneth] the heat
of this great anger? 25 Then nen shall say, Because they



have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of their fathers,
whi ch he made with them when he brought them forth out of
the land of Egypt: 26 For they went and served other gods,
and wor shi pped them gods whomthey knew not, and [whom he
had not given unto them 27 And the anger of the LORD was

ki ndl ed against this land, to bring upon it all the curses
that are witten in this book

Deut eronony 32: 15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou
art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered [with
fatness]; then he forsook God [which] nmade him and lightly
esteenmed the Rock of his salvation. 16 They provoked himto
jealousy with strange [gods], with abom nati ons provoked
they himto anger. 17 They sacrificed unto devils, not to
God; to gods whom they knew not, to new [gods that] cane
new y up, whom your fathers feared not.

Jerem ah 44:2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of

| srael; Ye have seen all the evil that | have brought upon
Jerusal em and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold,
this day they [are] a desolation, and no man dwell eth
therein, 3 Because of their wi ckedness which they have
comritted to provoke nme to anger, in that they went to burn
incense, [and] to serve other gods, whom they knew not,
[neither] they, ye, nor your fathers.

Here are sone descriptions of how Israel was to know
the Lord was Cod.

Exodus 6:6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, | [ani
the LORD, and | will bring you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians, and | will rid you out of their bondage, and

I will redeemyou with a stretched out arm and with great
judgnents: 7 And | will take you to nme for a people, and
will be to you a God: and ye shall know that | [am the LORD
your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of
the Egypti ans.

Deut eronony 4:31 (For the LORD thy God [is] a nerciful God;)
he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget
the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them 32 For
ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee,
since the day that God created man upon the earth, and [ask]
fromthe one side of heaven unto the other, whether there
hat h been [any such thing] as this great thing [is], or hath
been heard like it? 33 Did [ever] people hear the voice of
God speaking out of the mdst of the fire, as thou hast
heard, and live? 34 Or hath God assayed to go [and] take him
a nation fromthe m dst of [another] nation, by tenptations,
by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a m ghty hand,
and by a stretched out arm and by great terrors, according
to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before
your eyes? 35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou m ghtest
know that the LORD he [is] God; [there is] none el se beside
him 36 Out of heaven he nmade thee to hear his voice, that
he m ght instruct thee: and upon earth he shewed thee his
great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the mdst of
the fire. 37 And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he



chose their seed after them and brought thee out in his
sight with his mghty power out of Egypt; 38 To drive out
nations from before thee greater and mightier than thou
[art], to bring thee in, to give thee their land [for] an

i nheritance, as [it is] this day. 39 Know therefore this
day, and consider [it] in thine heart, that the LORD he [is]
God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: [there is]
none el se. 40 Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and
hi s commandnents, which | command thee this day, that it may
go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and
that thou mayest prolong [thy] days upon the earth, which
the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.

Their own experience with H mwas how t hey knew t he
Lord was God. They saw the many m ghty mracles, they
were taken out of Egypt by Hm They had firsthand
experience, so they knew the Lord was God. So, part of
knowi ng God is to have experience with H mwhere He
mani fests His power to you and you recogni ze the act of
Provi dence.

There i s another manner in which ancient Israel was to
know t he Lord was their God.

Exodus 29:43 And there | will nmeet with the children of
Israel, and [the tabernacle] shall be sanctified by ny
glory. 44 And | will sanctify the tabernacle of the

congregation, and the altar: | will sanctify also both Aaron
and his sons, to mnister to ne in the priest's office. 45
And | will dwell anong the children of Israel, and will be

their God. 46 And they shall know that | [an] the LORD their
God, that brought them forth out of the Iand of Egypt, that
I may dwell among them | [am the LORD their God

|srael will know the Lord is their God because H's
Tabernacle wll be anong themand H s presence wll be
there in the Tabernacl e.

2 Chronicles 7:12 And the LORD appeared to Sol onon by night,
and said unto him | have heard thy prayer, and have chosen
this place to nyself for an house of sacrifice. 13 If | shut
up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the |ocusts
to devour the land, or if | send pestilence anong ny peopl €;
14 1 f my people, which are called by ny name, shall hunble

t hemsel ves, and pray, and seek nmy face, and turn fromtheir
wi cked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their |land. 15 Now m ne eyes shal
be open, and mne ears attent unto the prayer [that is nade]
in this place. 16 For now have | chosen and sanctified this
house, that my nane may be there for ever: and mne eyes and
nm ne heart shall be there perpetually.

Note the Lord states He has accepted the Tenple as Hi s,
and the adnonition for themto repent and turn to Hm
is bracketed by H s acceptance of the Tenple. Cearly,



the Tenple is the place to sacrifice and worship the
Lord. This is where Judah will conme to hunble

t hensel ves before the Lord, and cone to know H mas a
result of their repentance and H s nercy.

Thus, the Lord wants us to gain know edge of H m by
experience with Hm Just as you get to know peopl e by
spending tine with themand talking to them and
listening to them it is the sane with God. [In order
to get to know Hm you have to have experience with
Hm And, one of the main nmethods in the OT of getting
to know God is to worship in the Tenple, and that is
what takes us right back to the thene of D&C 88: 118.

Know edge fromthe Tenple

D&C 88:118 tells us to obtain know edge by faith, and it is
pl aced very plainly in the context of Tenple worship, as
Smth quoted it in D&C 109.

Now, presently, there is a great deal to learn fromthe
Tenple sinply by attendi ng and paying attention to the
cerenonies and the material presented. Historically, in the
early Church, Joseph Smth and subsequently Bri gham Young
| ectured extensively in the Tenple. This is where the
present day novies had their origins. The material today is
nore organi zed and not as spontaneous as it was
hi storically.

But, beyond that sort of academi c |earning, the Tenple
is where God is present and His Spirit is present there.
How nmuch can we |learn there when we go there to commune with
the Spirit? That is how we |earn by faith.



