@25 - Priesthood: “The Power of Godliness”
Goose Creek Ward, Ashburn, VA Stake

S. Kurt Neumller

July 15, 2001

Cont ext of the Quote

The quotation comes froma portion of D& 84 where the Aaronic
and Mel chi zedek Priesthoods are being conpared. Moses attenpted
to give the Mel chi zedek Priesthood to Israel, but they hardened
their hearts and were thus given the | esser Aaronic Priesthood.

D&C 84:19 And this greater priesthood adm nistereth the gospel and

hol deth the key of the nysteries of the kingdom even the key of the
knowl edge of God. 20 Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of
godliness is manifest. 21 And without the ordi nances thereof, and the
authority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not nanifest unto
men in the flesh; 22 For without this no man can see the face of Cod,
even the Father, and live.

This phrase “the power of godliness” is referring to the great
things a person can do when they live righteously. Wen a person
has a godly wal k they have the Spirit with them and can therefore
do great works. Hence the adnonition in D& C 121 to be full of
charity and virtue so one’s confidence wll be strong in the
presence of God:

D&C 121:45 Let thy bowels also be full of charity towards all nen, and
to the household of faith, and let virtue garnish thy thoughts

unceasi ngly; then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of
God; and the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as
the dews from heaven. 46 The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant conpani on,
and thy scepter an unchangi ng scepter of righteousness and truth; and
thy dom ni on shall be an everlasting dom nion, and wi thout conpul sory
means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever.

If one is full of charity and virtue the Spirit will be wth them
constantly and they will have power in the Priesthood.

The power of godliness is that a person is not chai ned down by
sin, so they may do great works. They have reconcil ed thensel ves
to God and want to do His will, so God grants them great power in
the mnistry. The Nephi spoken of in the book of Helaman is a
good exanpl e of such a person

Hel aman 10: 4 Bl essed art thou, Nephi, for those things which thou hast

done; for | have behel d how thou hast with unwearyi ngness declared the
word, which | have given unto thee, unto this people. And thou hast not
feared them and hast not sought thine own |ife, but hast sought ny

will, and to keep my commandnents. 5 And now, because thou hast done
this with such unwearyi ngness, behold, I will bless thee forever; and
will make thee mghty in word and in deed, in faith and in works; yea,

even that all things shall be done unto thee according to thy word, for
thou shalt not ask that which is contrary to ny will.



Here, the Lord grants Nephi all power in the mnistry because He
knows he will not do anything contrary to Hs will. There isn't
any nore power to obtain, Nephi has obtained it all as a result
of his godliness.

The Purpose of the Priesthood

In D&C 84 we are told Mbses worked to sanctify Israel:

D&C 84:23 Now this Moses plainly taught to the children of Israel in the
wi | derness, and sought diligently to sanctify his people that they m ght
behol d the face of God; 24 But they hardened their hearts and could not
endure his presence; therefore, the Lord in his wath, for his anger was
ki ndl ed agai nst them swore that they should not enter into his rest
while in the wilderness, which rest is the fulness of his glory.

This is the essential purpose of the Priesthood, to sanctify
people. This is reflected in the commands the Lord gave Moses
concerni ng how Aaron and his sons were admnister in their

of fice:

Exodus 28:1 AND take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with
him from anong the children of Israel, that he may mnister unto ne in
the priest's office, [even] Aaron, Nadab and Abi hu, El eazar and |thanar,
Aaron's sons.... 9 And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on
them the names of the children of Israel: 10 Six of their nanes on one
stone, and [the other] six nanes of the rest on the other stone,
according to their birth.... 12 And thou shalt put the two stones upon
the shoul ders of the ephod [for] stones of nmenorial unto the children of
I srael: and Aaron shall bear their nanes before the LORD upon his two

shoul ders for a nmenorial.... 15 And thou shalt nmke the breastplate of
judgment... 17 And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, [even] four
rows of stones: ... 21 And the stones shall be with the names of the

children of Israel, twelve, according to their nanes, [like] the
engravings of a signet; every one with his nane shall they be according
to the twelve tribes.... 29 And Aaron shall bear the names of the
children of Israel in the breastplate of judgnment upon his heart, when
he goeth in unto the holy [place], for a nenorial before the LORD
continually. 30 And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgnment the
Uimand the Thumnmim and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he
goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgnent of the

children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually.... 36 And
thou shalt nmake a plate [of] pure gold, and grave upon it, [like] the
engravi ngs of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD.... 38 And it shall be upon

Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things,
whi ch the children of Israel shall hallowin all their holy gifts; and
it shall be always upon his forehead, that they nmay be accepted before
the LORD.... 40 And for Aaron's sons thou shalt make coats, and thou
shalt make for them girdles, and bonnets shalt thou nmake for them for
glory and for beauty. 41 And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother
and his sons with him and shalt anoint them and consecrate them and
sanctify them that they may mnister unto ne in the priest's office

The Lord has Mbses construct a breastplate and shoul der pieces



with the nanes of the tribes of Israel on them and a head piece
that says “Holiness to the Lord” so they may know what their
calling is. Their calling is to be holy and to nmake Israel holy
as wel | .

Leviticus 1:1 AND the LORD call ed unto Moses, and spake unto himout of
the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of
Israel, and say unto them |If any man of you bring an offering unto the
LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, [even] of the herd,
and of the flock. 3 If his offering [be] a burnt sacrifice of the herd,
et himoffer a male without blem sh: he shall offer it of his own
voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before
the LORD. 4 And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt
offering; and it shall be accepted for him[Aaron] to nmake atonenent for
him[lsrael]. 5 And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the
priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the bl ood
round about upon the altar that [is by] the door of the tabernacle of

t he congregation.

Israel is to bring their sacrifices to the Tabernacl e where Aaron
w Il make atonenent for themby sacrificing it. |n doing so,
Aaron and the priests are bearing the iniquity of Israel:

Nunbers 18:1 AND the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy
father's house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and
thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood
2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father
bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and m nister
unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee [shall mnister] before the
t abernacl e of witness.

There is nothing sinful about the Priesthood, it is that the
Priesthood is designed to bear the sins of the people and thereby
expiate them \Wenever the people of Israel sinned, they were to
make atonenent through the priest’s sacrifices:

Leviticus 4:13 And if the whol e congregation of Israel sin through
i gnorance, and the thing be hid fromthe eyes of the assenbly, and they
have done [sonewhat against] any of the conmandments of the LORD
[ concerning things] which should not be done, and are guilty; 14 Wen
the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the
congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him
before the tabernacle of the congregation.... 20 And he shall do with
the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he
do with this: and the priest shall make an atonenent for them and it
shall be forgiven them

22 VWen a ruler hath sinned, and done [somewhat] through ignorance
[ agai nst] any of the commandnents of the LORD his God [concerning

t hi ngs] which should not be done, and is guilty; ... 24 And he shall |ay
hi s hand upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the place where they
kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it [is] a sin offering.... 26

And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the
sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall make an atonenent for
hi m as concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him

27 And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance,



whil e he doeth [somewhat against] any of the commandnents of the LORD

[ concerning things] which ought not to be done, and be guilty; ... 29
And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay
the sin offering in the place of the burnt offering.... 31 And he shal

take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the
sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn [it] upon the
altar for a sweet savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall nmake an
atonenment for him and it shall be forgiven him

The priest’s duty and responsibility is to sanctify Israel, as is
made plain in the description given for the synmbolism of Yom
Ki ppur, the Day of Atonenent:

Leviticus 16:29 And [this] shall be a statute for ever unto you: [that]
in the seventh nonth, on the tenth [day] of the npbnth, ye shall afflict
your souls, and do no work at all, [whether it be] one of your own
country, or a stranger that sojourneth anong you: 30 For on that day
shall [the priest] make an atonenment for you, to cleanse you, [that] ye
may be clean fromall your sins before the LORD

Wil e the ancient practice of animal sacrifice for expiation of
sins has ceased, the role of the Priesthood in bringing about the
sanctification of Israel has not ceased.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him Verily, verily, | say unto

t hee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4

Ni codenmus saith unto him How can a man be born when he is ol d? can he
enter the second time into his nmother's wonb, and be born? 5 Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a nan be born of water
and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.

Jesus makes it very plain that it is essential to be born of both
the water and the Spirit in order to obtain the Kingdom

Clearly, the water refers to baptismand the Spirit refers to the
reception of the Holy Spirit. Both of these ordi nances are
performed by the Priesthood.

As an interesting side note, consider the synbolismof the
necessity of a spiritual birth at the hands of a Priesthood

hol der. Priesthood holders are mal es who adm nister the

ordi nances necessary for a spiritual birth. The physical birth
through a female is also clearly essential in order to obtain the
Ki ngdom hence the War in Heaven and the adversary and his

m ni ons being cut off fromthe opportunity of having a physical
birth. So, we have a conplinentary set of births, both which are
essential for obtaining the Kingdom The physical birth by the
woman, and the spiritual birth by the man.

1 Peter 2:1 WHEREFORE | aying aside all nmalice, and all guile, and
hypocri sies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes,
desire the sincere mlk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 3 If so
be ye have tasted that the Lord [is] gracious. 4 To whom com ng, [as



unto] a living stone, disallowed indeed of nen, but chosen of God, [and]
precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house,
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture,
Behold, | lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that
beli eveth on himshall not be confounded. 7 Unto you therefore which
believe [he is] precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone
whi ch the builders disallowed, the sane is made the head of the corner,
8 And a stone of stunbling, and a rock of offence, [even to them which
stunmbl e at the word, being disobedient: whereunto al so they were
appointed. 9 But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
hi m who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous |ight:

Pet er adnoni shes the Priesthood to |ay aside all sin so they may
be holy and offer up spiritual sacrifices. Then they will be a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood and ultimtely the whole
nation of Israel wll be holy.

D&C 13:1 UPON you ny fellow servants, in the name of Messiah | confer
the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of
angel s, and of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism by imersion for
the rem ssion of sins; and this shall never be taken again fromthe
earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord
in righteousness.

John Baptist confers the Aaronic Priesthood on Smth and Cowdery
and tells themthe purpose of the Priesthood is to preach
repent ance and baptize so people can be forgiven of their sins.

D&C 20: 38 The duty of the elders, priests, teachers, deacons, and
menbers of the church of Christ... 40 And to adm nister bread and

wi ne--the enblems of the flesh and bl ood of Christ-- 41 And to confirm

t hose who are baptized into the church, by the laying on of hands for
the baptismof fire and the Holy Ghost, according to the scriptures; 42
And to teach, expound, exhort, baptize, and watch over the church ... 46
The priest's duty is to preach, teach, expound, exhort, and baptize, and
adm ni ster the sacranment, 47 And visit the house of each nenber, and
exhort themto pray vocally and in secret and attend to all famly
duties.... 53 The teacher's duty is to watch over the church al ways, and
be with and strengthen them 54 And see that there is no iniquity in the
church, neither hardness with each other, neither |lying, backbiting, nor
evil speaking... 58 But neither teachers nor deacons have authority to
bapti ze, adm ni ster the sacrament, or |lay on hands; 59 They are,

however, to warn, expound, exhort, and teach, and invite all to cone
unto Chri st.

In nodern tines the Lord reiterates the role of the various
of fices of the Priesthood is to sanctify the nenbers of the
Church by adm nistering the ordi nances and wat chi ng over them

D&C 68:2 And, behold, and lo, this is an ensanple unto all those who
were ordained unto this priesthood, whose nmission is appointed unto them
to go forth-- 3 And this is the ensanple unto them that they shal

speak as they are noved upon by the Holy Ghost.... 8 Go ye into all the



wor | d, preach the gospel to every creature, acting in the authority

whi ch | have given you, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

All those ordained to the Priesthood are to preach the gospel of
repentance and to bapti ze.

The purpose of the Priesthood is also reflected in the words used

to identify it. In the New Testanment G eek, the termtranslated
to the English “priesthood” in 1 Peter 2:5 is “hierateuma” and
woul d nost literally translate to “sacred-effect”. The term

translated to “priesthood” in Hebr. 7:11 is “hierosune” and woul d
nost literally translate to “sacred-togetherness”.

The Hebrew termtranslated to the English “priest” is “kohen”

which is an active participle of “kahan”. Strong s concordance
states “kahan” is “a primtive root, apparently nmeaning to
mediate in religious service”. So, a “kohen” is a nediator.

It is plain the purpose of the Priesthood is to sanctify Israel.
The Priesthood is not an administrative franmework for a mal e-
dom nated institutional bureaucracy. It is a call to service
where nen are to adm ni ster saving ordinances to the children
wonen have brought forth so all may obtain the kingdom of heaven
Once those ordi nances have been adm ni stered, nmen are to support
and keep people in the gospel and sanctify them

The Authority of the Priesthood

The Purpose of the Priesthood is to sanctify Israel and the Lord
makes ties between H nself and those He calls to serve Hm H's
servants are granted Hi s authority so the saving ordi nances they
performw || be of eternal consequence.

Exodus 40: 12 And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation, and wash themwi th water. 13 And
thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garnents, and anoint him and
sanctify him that he nay nmnister unto ne in the priest's office. 14
And thou shalt bring his sons, and clothe themw th coats: 15 And thou
shalt anoint them as thou didst anoint their father, that they may
mnister unto me in the priest's office: for their anointing shal
surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.

The Lord chooses people to be H's servants, they are to be
sanctified and set apart to do H's work. Their work is to be a
medi at or between H nself and Israel and it is work that has
everl asting consequences.

Matt hew 10: 1 AND when he had called unto [hin] his twelve disciples, he
gave them power [against] unclean spirits, to cast themout, and to hea
al |l manner of sickness and all manner of disease



The Lord grants H's servants power over the adversary and the
effects of the Fall.

Matt hew 16: 18 And | say al so unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build ny church; and the gates of hell shall not

prevail against it. 19 And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven: and what soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and what soever thou shalt | oose on earth shall be | oosed in
heaven.

Peter is granted special “keys” that enable himto performacts
on earth which wll apply in an eternal heavenly context.

Matt hew 22: 23 The sanme day canme to himthe Sadducees, which say that
there is no resurrection, and asked him 24 Saying, Master, Mbses said,
If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his w fe, and
rai se up seed unto his brother. 25 Now there were with us seven
brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and,
havi ng no issue, left his wife unto his brother: 26 Likew se the second
al so, and the third, unto the seventh. 27 And | ast of all the woman died
al so. 28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the
seven? for they all had her. 29 Jesus answered and said unto them Ye do
err, not knowi ng the scriptures, nor the power of God. 30 For in the
resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as
the angels of God in heaven

In a confrontation with Sadducees, Jesus points out to themthey
do not understand the power, or authority, of God. |[If a person
marries according to the dictates of nen and not God, then God is
under no obligation to pay attention to that marriage.

John 15:16 Ye have not chosen nme, but | have chosen you, and ordai ned
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit
shoul d remai n: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my nanme, he
My give it you

Jesus chooses and ordains the apostles to go and preach the
gospel and win converts so they may be saved eternally in the

ki ngdom of heaven. He tells themtheir calling gives them access
to divine support.

D&C 110: 11 After this vision closed, the heavens were again opened unto
us; and Moses appeared before us, and conmitted unto us the keys of the
gathering of Israel fromthe four parts of the earth, and the | eading of
the ten tribes fromthe land of the north. 12 After this, Elias
appeared, and commtted the dispensation of the gospel of Abraham
saying that in us and our seed all generations after us should be

bl essed. 13 After this vision had closed, another great and gl orious

vi sion burst upon us; for Elijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven
wi t hout tasting death, stood before us, and said: 14 Behold, the tinme
has fully conme, which was spoken of by the nouth of Ml achi--testifying
that he [Elijah] should be sent, before the great and dreadful day of
the Lord come-- 15 To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children
and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten with a
curse-- 16 Therefore, the keys of this dispensation are committed into



your hands; and by this ye nay know that the great and dreadful day of
the Lord is near, even at the doors.

Smith is given all of the keys necessary to assist in the Lord's
great and final effort to gather Israel, both nortally and post-
nortally, which is H's promse to Abraham The granting of these
keys inplies the responsibility to make good use of them *“Iest
the whole be smtten with a curse”.

The OGCath and Covenant of the Priesthood

The “oath” and “covenant” of the Priesthood as a topic is
first introduced in Hebr. 7-8, specifically Hebr. 7:20-22. In
those two chapters, Paul is contrasting the Levitical Priesthood
with the Mel chi zedek Priesthood and states Christ is a High
Priest after the order of Melchizedek, citing Ps. 110:4 as a
proof text. He states the Levitical Priesthood canme w thout an
oath whereas Christ’s H gh Priesthood cane with an oath and
covenant (cf. Hebr. 7:21-22). 1In other words, the Levitical
Pri esthood does not carry the prom se of salvation in the
Ki ngdom whereas the Ml chi zedek Priesthood does.

Jesus being a sinless High Priest becane an eternal
sacrifice (cf. Hebr. 7:24-28), so that elimnates the need for
the tenporal sacrifices perforned by the priests of the Levitical
Priesthood (cf. Hebr. 7:23). Jesus is therefore “the nediator of
a better covenant, which was established upon better prom ses”
(cf. Hebr. 8:6). The better covenant is the granting of
salvation in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Thus, the oath and covenant of the Priesthood is referring
to the Lord s word and prom se that sal vation cones through the
Mel chi zedek Priesthood. This oath and covenant coul d not be
gi ven through the Levitical Priesthood because it was strictly a
Priesthood of carnal commandnents.

D&C 84:35 And also all they who receive this priesthood receive ne,
saith the Lord; 36 For he that receiveth ny servants receiveth nme; 37
And he that receiveth nme receiveth my Father; 38 And he that receiveth
my Father receiveth nmy Father's kingdom therefore all that ny Father
hath shall be given unto him 39 And this is according to the oath and
covenant which bel ongeth to the priesthood. 40 Therefore, all those who

receive the priesthood, receive this oath and covenant of ny Father
whi ch he cannot break, neither can it be npved.

Whoever receives both the Levitical and Mel chi zedek Priesthoods,
or the Priesthoods of Moses and Aaron in the parlance of D&C 84,
receives the word and prom se of the Father that they will be
exalted in the Kingdom These Priesthoods, nore specifically the
Mel chi zedek Priesthood, give a person the right to adm nister and
recei ve the saving ordinances to obtain the Kingdom of Heaven, so
with it comes the prom se of obtaining that Kingdom

Hence the warning in the subsequent verses:



D&C 84:41 But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it,
and al together turneth therefrom shall not have forgiveness of sins in
this world nor in the world to cone. 42 And wo unto all those who cone
not unto this priesthood which ye have received, which I now confirm
upon you who are present this day, by m ne own voice out of the heavens;
and even | have given the heavenly hosts and m ne angels charge
concerning you. 43 And | now give unto you a commandnent to beware
concerning yourselves, to give diligent heed to the words of eterna
life.

| f someone has the power to save and they then reject it, or they
reject it outright, then they are daming thenselves. So, the
Lord warns themto “beware concerni ng yourselves, to give
diligent heed to the words of eternal |ife”. Because if they
don’t after receiving the Priesthood of eternal life, then they
are going to end up damed.

Soneti mes, when speaking of the “Cath and Covenant of the
Priesthood” people think there is some kind of formal overt oath
and/ or covenant associated with the Priesthood. This is not the
case. The oath and covenant being referred to is the Father’s
word and prom se that whoever is faithful in obtaining, and

obvi ously adm ni stering, the Ml chizedek Priesthood will be saved
in the Kingdom of Heaven. Being ordained to the Ml chizedek
Priesthood is the formal act on our part.

Encroachi ng on the Priesthood

Throughout history there have been incidents where peopl e have
i nfringed upon the rights of the Priesthood. The nore prom nent
i ncidents are bel ow.

Nunbers 16:1 NOW Korah... took [nmen]: 2 And they rose up before Moses,
with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of
the assenbly, fanpbus in the congregation, nen of renown: 3 And they

gat hered t hensel ves together agai nst Mbdses and agai nst Aaron, and said
unto them |[Ye take] too nuch upon you, seeing all the congregation
[are] holy, every one of them and the LORD [is] anmpbng them wherefore
then Iift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?

4 And when Moses heard [it], he fell upon his face: 5 And he spake
unto Korah and unto all his conpany, saying, Even to norrow the LORD
will shew who [are] his, and [who is] holy; and will cause [hin]l to cone
near unto him even [hin] whom he hath chosen will he cause to cone near
unto him 6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his conpany; 7 And
put fire therein, and put incense in them before the LORD to norrow. and
it shall be [that] the nan whom the LORD doth choose, he [shall be]
holy: [ye take] too nmuch upon you, ye sons of Levi.

8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, | pray you, ye sons of Levi: 9
[Seeneth it but] a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath
separated you fromthe congregation of Israel, to bring you near to
hinmself to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand
before the congregation to mnister unto then? 10 And he hath brought
thee near [to hin], and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and
seek ye the priesthood also? 11 For which cause [both] thou and all thy



conpany [are] gathered together against the LORD: and what [is] Aaron
that ye nurnur against hinP ...

16 And Mbses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy conpany before
the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron, to nmorrow. 17 And take every man
his censer, and put incense in them and bring ye before the LORD every
man his censer, two hundred and fifty censers; thou al so, and Aaron
each [of you] his censer. 18 And they took every man his censer, and put
fire in them and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the
tabernacl e of the congregation with Moses and Aaron. 19 And Korah
gathered all the congregation against themunto the door of the
tabernacl e of the congregation: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto
all the congregation.

20 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 21
Separate yourselves from anong this congregation, that | nay consune
themin a nonent. 22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God,
the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one nan sin, and wilt thou be
woth with all the congregation?

23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 Speak unto the
congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah
Dat han, and Abiram 25 And Moses rose up and went unto Dat han and
Abiram and the elders of Israel followed him 26 And he spake unto the
congregation, saying, Depart, | pray you, fromthe tents of these w cked
nmen, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consuned in all their sins.
27 So they gat up fromthe tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram on
every side: and Dat han and Abiram cane out, and stood in the door of
their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children
28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do
all these works; for [I have] not [done thenml of mine own mnd. 29 If
these men die the conmon death of all nen, or if they be visited after
the visitation of all nen; [then] the LORD hath not sent me. 30 But if
the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swal |l ow
themup, with all that [appertain] unto them and they go down quick
into the pit; then ye shall understand that these nen have provoked the
LORD.

31 And it canme to pass, as he had nade an end of speaking al
these words, that the ground clave asunder that [was] under them 32 And
the earth opened her mouth, and swal |l owed them up, and their houses, and
all the nen that [appertained] unto Korah, and all [their] goods. 33
They, and all that [appertained] to them went down alive into the pit,
and the earth closed upon them and they perished from anong the
congregation. 34 And all Israel that [were] round about them fled at the
cry of them for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up [also]...

Korah, a notable political figure anong |Israel and a son of Levi
but not a son of Aaron, starts a popul ar uprising agai nst Mses
and Aaron. He accuses Mses and Aaron of using the Priesthood to
control Israel, and threatens rebellion given his popular

support.

Clearly, the problemis a political one and Korah attenpts
to obtain power over |Israel by discounting and usurping those
rights exclusive to the Priesthood. |f Korah can invalidate
Moses and Aaron’s clains to Priesthood | eadership by breaking the
regul ati ons of the Priesthood, then he can take political control
of Israel because then Mdses can not claimhis dictates are from
the Lord.

Nurmbers 12:1 AND M riam and Aaron spake agai nst Moses because of the



Et hi opi an woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian
woman. 2 And they said, Hath the LORD i ndeed spoken only by Mses? hath
he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard [it]. 3 (Now the man Moses
[was] very neek, above all the nen which [were] upon the face of the
earth.)

4 And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto
Mriam Conme out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And
they three canme out. 5 And the LORD cane down in the pillar of the
cl oud, and stood [in] the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and
Mriam and they both canme forth. 6 And he said, Hear now ny words: |f
there be a prophet anong you, [I] the LORD will make nyself known unto
himin a vision, [and] will speak unto himin a dream 7 My servant
Moses [is] not so, who [is] faithful in all mne house. 8 Wth himw |
| speak mobuth to nmouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and
the simlitude of the LORD shall he behol d: wherefore then were ye not
afraid to speak against nmy servant Mdses? 9 And the anger of the LORD
was ki ndl ed agai nst them and he departed

Mriam and Aaron, Mses’ ol der sister and brother, are upset with
Moses because he marries an Ethiopi an woman, a Cushite, a woman
who is black. Mses married Zipporah the Mdianite when he was
not living anong the Israelite and before the Lord had chosen him
as prophet, so perhaps that was seen as forgivable. But, now
Moses was the prophet and was anong |Israel so his marrying a
woman who is obviously not an Israelite causes themto find fault
with him

Mriamfinds fault with her younger brother Mses and
enlists Aaron against him This fault-finding is just a pretext
for what Mriamis really after, so she reasons that God has
spoken to themtoo, so they ought to be sharing in the power, or
perhaps taking it from Moses since he is faulty.

The Lord steps in very quickly and indicates that while
ot her prophets in Israel will see visions or dreans, it is only
Moses whomthe Lord will speak to face to face. He then asks
t hem why they did not recognize this difference, the inplication
being the Lord never spoke to themin such a manner so where do
they get off vaunting thensel ves.

2 Samuel 6:6 And when they cane to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put
forth [his hand] to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen
shook [it]. 7 And the anger of the LORD was ki ndl ed agai nst Uzzah; and
God snote himthere for [his] error; and there he died by the ark of
God.

Uzzah was the son of Abinadab, in whose house the ark was pl aced
when it was brought back fromthe Philistines, cf. 1 Sam 7:1
When the ark was transported back the oxen stunbled and Uzzah
touched it despite the command that he should not, cf. Num 4:15.
The Lord struck himdead according to the warning in Num 4:15.
There is no indication the ark was in inmnent danger of danage,
so Uzzah’s actions were entirely too casual. There nust have
certainly been Levites and sons of Aaron present as the ark was
successfully noved fromthe house to the cart with no incident.
Way then Uzzah took it upon hinself to steady the ark when there



were others who were permtted to do it is unclear. Perhaps
since the ark was at his house for sonme 20 years he was feeling
entitled to handle it, or was loath to give it up, or resented
the Levites taking it away so he wanted to nake sone kind of show
of piety that backfired.

2 Chronicles 26:16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to
[his] destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and
went into the tenple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of

i ncense. 17 And Azariah the priest went in after him and with him
fourscore priests of the LORD, [that were] valiant nmen: 18 And they

wi t hstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him [It appertaineth] not unto
thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons
of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary;
for thou hast trespassed; neither [shall it be] for thine honour from
the LORD God. 19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and [had] a censer in his hand
to burn incense: and while he was wwoth with the priests, the | eprosy
even rose up in his forehead before the priests in the house of the
LORD, from beside the incense altar. 20 And Azariah the chief priest,
and all the priests, |ooked upon him and, behold, he [was] |eprous in
his forehead, and they thrust himout fromthence; yea, hinself hasted
al so to go out, because the LORD had smitten him 21 And Uzziah the king
was a | eper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house,
[being] a leper; for he was cut off fromthe house of the LORD: and

Jot ham his son [was] over the king's house, judging the people of the

| and.

Uzzi ah becane a great and powerful king, but he becane prideful.
He took it upon hinself to usurp the priest’s duty and went into
the Tenple to burn incense.

Acts 8:9 But there was a certain man, called Sinpn, which beforetine in
the same city used sorcery, and bewi tched the people of Samaria, giving

out that hinmself was sonme great one: ... 13 Then Sinon hinself believed
al so: and when he was bapti zed, he continued with Philip, and wondered,
behol di ng the miracles and signs which were done.... 18 And when Sinon

saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was
given, he offered them nmoney, 19 Saying, Gve me also this power, that
on whonsoever | |ay hands, he nay receive the Holy Ghost. 20 But Peter
said unto him Thy noney perish with thee, because thou hast thought
that the gift of God may be purchased with noney. 21 Thou hast neither
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of
God. 22 Repent therefore of this thy wi ckedness, and pray God, if
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 23 For
perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and [in] the bond of
iniquity. 24 Then answered Sinon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for nme,

that none of these things which ye have spoken conme upon ne.

Sinon, fornmerly a sorcerer, is converted to the gospel but his
notives are entirely wong. Peter rejects giving himthe

pri esthood because his heart is not right. Sinon, still not
under st andi ng, asks Peter to pray for himso that he wll be
forgiven. \What Sinon should have done is take Peter’s warning
seriously, repent, and hunble hinself and then pray to the Lord
for forgiveness. Instead, he tries to get Peter to obtain
forgiveness for him W never hear of himagain.



1 Corinthians 11:1 BE ye followers of ne, even as | also [an] of Christ.
2 Now | praise you, brethren, that ye remenber ne in all things, and
keep the ordinances, as | delivered [then] to you

3 But | would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ;
and the head of the woman [is] the man; and the head of Christ [is] God
4 Every man praying or prophesying, having [his] head covered,

di shonoureth his head. 5 But every worman that prayeth or prophesieth
with [her] head uncovered di shonoureth her head: for that is even al

one as if she were shaven. ... 16 But if any man seemto be contenti ous,
we have no such custom neither the churches of God...

1 Corinthians 14:31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that al
may | earn, and all nay be conforted.... 33 For God is not [the author]
of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

34 Let your wonen keep silence in the churches: for it is not
permtted unto themto [rule]; but [they are commanded] to be under
obedi ence, as also saith the law. 35 And if they will learn any thing,
| et them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shane for wonen to
[rule] in the church

The fledgling Church in Corinth had strayed from what Paul had
taught themwhile he was there. |In his absence the Church had
assunmed the ability to pray and prophesy gave the individual the
right to “rule” in the Church, regardl ess of gender. As such
wonen were inpinging on the role of the Priesthood. To conbat
this, Paul tells the nenbers of the Church in Corinth to have the
wonen keep their heads covered as a synbol of deference to the
Priesthood. The wonmen may continue to pray and prophesy w thin
the Church, but they are to acknow edge that they do not have the
Priesthood and are therefore not to “rule” the Church.

Even aside fromthe IV/JST on 1 Cor. 14:34-25, it is plain
fromthe context that Paul is not requiring absolute silence on
the part of wonmen, as he says they may pray and prophesy in the
Chur ch

Hypocrisy in the Priesthood

As the purpose of the Priesthood is to sanctify Israel,
t hose who use the Priesthood for personal gain or to pronote
t hensel ves are thensel ves corrupting what shoul d be sanctifying.
Hence the scat hing attacks agai nst hypocrisy in the Priesthood.

I sai ah 28:7 But they also have erred through w ne, and through strong
drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through
strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way

t hrough strong drink; they err in vision, they stunble [in] judgnent. 8
For all tables are full of vomt [and] filthiness, [so that there is] no
pl ace [clean].

Mal achi 1:6 A son honoureth [his] father, and a servant his master: if
then | [be] a father, where [is] m ne honour? and if | [be] a nmster,
where [is] my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that
despi se ny nane. And ye say, \Werein have we despised thy name? 7 Ye
of fer polluted bread upon mne altar; and ye say, \Wuerein have we
polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD [is] contenptible



8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, [is it] not evil? and if ye
offer the lame and sick, [is it] not evil? offer it now unto thy
governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the
LORD of hosts.

Mal achi 2:1 AND now, O ye priests, this commndnent [is] for you. 2 If

ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay [it] to heart, to give glory
unto nmy nane, saith the LORD of hosts, | will even send a curse upon
you, and | will curse your blessings: yea, | have cursed them al ready,
because ye do not lay [it] to heart. 3 Behold, | will corrupt your seed,

and spread dung upon your faces, [even] the dung of your solenn feasts;
and [one] shall take you away with it. 4 And ye shall know that | have
sent this commandnent unto you, that my covenant m ght be with Levi,
saith the LORD of hosts. 5 My covenant was with himof |life and peace;
and | gave themto him[for] the fear wherewith he feared ne, and was
afraid before ny nane. 6 The law of truth was in his nmouth, and iniquity
was not found in his lips: he walked with ne in peace and equity, and
did turn many away frominiquity. 7 For the priest's |ips should keep
knowl edge, and they should seek the law at his nmouth: for he [is] the
nmessenger of the LORD of hosts. 8 But ye are departed out of the way; ye
have caused many to stunble at the law, ye have corrupted the covenant
of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. 9 Therefore have | also nade you
contenpti bl e and base before all the people, according as ye have not
kept nmy ways, but have been partial in the |aw

Matthew 15:1 THEN canme to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of
Jerusal em saying, 2 Wiy do thy disciples transgress the tradition of
the el ders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 3 But he
answered and said unto them Wy do ye al so transgress the conmandment
of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy
father and nmother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let himdie
the death. 5 But ye say, \Whosoever shall say to [his] father or [his]
nother, [It is] a gift, by whatsoever thou m ghtest be profited by ne;

6 And honour not his father or his nmother, [he shall be free]. Thus have
ye nmade the conmandnent of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 [Ye]
hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people
draweth nigh unto me with their nouth, and honoureth ne with [their]
lips; but their heart is far fromne. 9 But in vain they do worship me,
teaching [for] doctrines the commandnents of nen.

Matt hew 16: 1 THE Phari sees also with the Sadducees canme, and tenpting
desired himthat he would shew them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered
and said unto them When it is evening, ye say, [It will be] fair

weat her: for the sky is red. 3 And in the norning, [It will be] foul
weat her to day: for the sky is red and lowing. O [ye] hypocrites, ye
can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not [discern] the signs of
the times? 4 A wicked and adul terous generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas. And he left them and departed

Matt hew 23: 13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
ye shut up the kingdom of heaven agai nst nmen: for ye neither go in
[yoursel ves], neither suffer ye themthat are entering to go in. 14 We
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour w dows'
houses, and for a pretence nmake |ong prayer: therefore ye shall receive
the greater dammation. 15 We unto you, scribes and Phari sees,
hypocrites! for ye conpass sea and |l and to make one proselyte, and when
he is made, ye nmake himtwofold nore the child of hell than yourselves.
16 Wbe unto you, [ye] blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by



the tenple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the
temple, he is a debtor! 17 [Ye] fools and blind: for whether is
greater, the gold, or the tenple that sanctifieth the gold? 18 And,
Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever
sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 [Ye] fools and
blind: for whether [is] greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth
the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it,
and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the tenple,
sweareth by it, and by himthat dwelleth therein. 22 And he that shal
swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by himthat sitteth
thereon. 23 Wbe unto you, scribes and Phari sees, hypocrites! for ye pay
tithe of mint and anise and cunm n, and have omitted the weightier
[matters] of the law, judgment, nercy, and faith: these ought ye to have
done, and not to | eave the other undone. 24 [Ye] blind guides, which
strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25 We unto you, scribes and
Phari sees, hypocrites! for ye nake clean the outside of the cup and of
the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 [ Thou]
bl i nd Pharisee, cleanse first that [which is] within the cup and
platter, that the outside of them my be clean also. 27 We unto you,
scri bes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are |like unto whited

sepul chres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within ful

of dead [nen's] bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye al so
outwardly appear righteous unto nen, but within ye are full of hypocrisy
and iniquity.

D&C 121: 34 Behold, there are many call ed, but few are chosen. And why
are they not chosen? 35 Because their hearts are set so nuch upon the
things of this world, and aspire to the honors of nen, that they do not
learn this one | esson-- 36 That the rights of the priesthood are

i nseparably connected with the powers of heaven, and that the powers of
heaven cannot be controlled nor handl ed only upon the principles of

ri ght eousness. 37 That they may be conferred upon us, it is true; but
when we undertake to cover our sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain
anbition, or to exercise control or dom nion or conpul sion upon the
souls of the children of nmen, in any degree of unrighteousness, behol d,
the heavens withdraw thensel ves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and
when it is withdrawn, Amen to the priesthood or the authority of that
man. 38 Behold, ere he is aware, he is left unto hinmself, to kick

agai nst the pricks, to persecute the saints, and to fight against God.
39 W have | earned by sad experience that it is the nature and

di sposition of alnmpst all men, as soon as they get a little authority,
as they suppose, they will inmediately begin to exercise unrighteous
dom ni on. 40 Hence many are called, but few are chosen.



