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Cont ext of quote

D&C 112: 27 Therefore, see to it that ye trouble not yoursel ves
concerning the affairs of ny church in this place, saith the Lord
28 But purify your hearts before nme; and then go ye into all the
worl d, and preach my gospel unto every creature who has not
received it;

At this time the Church was a ness, and missionary efforts had

| argely been derailed. Internal conflict had becone acute as a
result of the econom c situations and petty power struggles. 1In
D&C 112 the Lord puts the mssionary efforts, and the Church,
back on track and says “Get back to work!”.

Why does the Lord tell the Quorum of the Twelve to get back to
wor k? Because they were at rest and were neddling in affairs
that were not theirs to neddle in. |If they were busy doi ng what
they were called to do, there wouldn’t be any petty power

st ruggl es.

Initial Mssionary efforts 1830-1831 - Pre-Kirtl and

Largely local travel to disperse the BofM noderately effective,
establishes a couple of branches of the Church, which are shortly
t hereafter encouraged to nove to Kirtl and.

Kirtland Era M ssionary efforts 1831-1837

Effectively starts in D& C 42:4-9

D&C 42: 4 Behold, verily | say unto you, | give unto you this first
commandnent, that ye shall go forth in nmy name, every one of you,
excepting ny servants Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon. 5 And
| give unto them a conmandnent that they shall go forth for a
little season, and it shall be given by the power of the Spirit
when they shall return. 6 And ye shall go forth in the power of ny
Spirit, preaching ny gospel, two by two, in ny nanme, lifting up
your voices as with the sound of a trunp, declaring nmy word |ike
unto angels of God. 7 And ye shall go forth baptizing with water
sayi ng: Repent ye, repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at

hand. 8 And fromthis place ye shall go forth into the regions
westward; and i nasnuch as ye shall find themthat will receive you
ye shall build up ny church in every region-- 9 Until the tine
shall cone when it shall be reveal ed unto you from on high, when
the city of the New Jerusal em shall be prepared, that ye may be
gathered in one, that ye may be ny people and | will be your God

Effectively ends in D& C 112, and the setting noves away from



Kirtland to I ndependence, M ssouri and Nauvoo, I|Ilinois.

The entire Kirtland era is marked with exceptional poverty and
hardshi p, and the mi ssionary | abors were no exception. Review of
the various first-hand accounts bel ow show this plainly.

Fi rst-hand Accounts

Bel ow are sone first-hand accounts of m ssionary work during
the Kirtland era. They are selected for the content they
convey as far as establishing a historical context of the

m ssionary work. A nunber of them are al so entertaining
readi ng, that being of considerable value in a classroom
setting.

George A. Smth - George, a cousin of Joseph and early
convert in NY, was 17 when he started his m ssion and turned
18 while on his first mssion which Started May 30, 1835 and
fini shed Novenber 2 1835. Hi s conpani on was Lyman Sm th who
was 20 at the tinme. The excerpts below are fromhis
journal, which is one of the nost thorough and detail ed
accounts of m ssionary efforts of the tine.

| was appointed on a mssion to preach the gospel in the
east. My circunstances were so reduced that | could not
procure clothes to go in. Joseph and Hyrum gave nme sone grey
cloth to make a coat, a snuff-colored vest and pantal oons.
Brot her Charl es Thonpson cut themout, and Sister Eliza
Brown nmade themup for nme. Elder Brigham Young gave a pair
of shoes. As | had no valise [e.g., handbag], | took a snal
tin trunk and put into it a couple of extra shirts. W
father gave ne a pocket Bible. Elder Lyman Smth, one of the
sane quorum and aged about 20 years and who was ny second
cousin, being the same who was wounded by the discharge of a
horse pistol at Fishing R ver, in June, 1834, was appointed
to travel with ne. As ny trunk was not full, and he had no
valise he put his extra linen, etc., intoit. W carried it
alternately by a wooden handl e attached to the top of the
trunk. (George Smth, "My Journal,” The [Juvenil e]

| nstructor 81: 369)

At Wod Hall Brothers McMnes and famly were bapti zed.
Several persons about the nei ghborhood were very hostile. A
young nman named Rosier was taken violently ill with fever;
his friends sent for a doctor who dosed himfor sone tine
then gave himup to die. He, being a nenber of the Church,
sent for Brother Lyman Smth and nyself. The runor was

i mredi ately circulated in the nei ghborhood that the Mrnon
El ders were going to heal him Wen we reached the house we
found many of the neighbors gathered together to see the



mracle, or ridicule our failure. W had asked the Lord in a
secret place to direct us. Wien we entered the sick nan's
room we bowed down on our knees and both of us prayed for
his restoration. W felt much oppressed by the spirit of

wi cked people who filled the house. W then |aid our hands
upon hi mand rebuked his fever in the nane of the Lord Jesus
Christ; he was immedi ately heal ed. The people were

astoni shed; sone said the devil healed him for the Lord did
not do such things in our day. Others said the young nan was
cheating the people, and others said those boys understood
magi c. (CGeorge Smth, "My Journal,"” The [Juvenil €]

| nstructor 81:415-16)

We commenced our return hone, traveling and preaching by the
way, publicly and privately as we could get opportunity;
enduring many a scoff fromthe people we were striving to
benefit. Near Mntezuma we | earned that El der Jededi ah M
Grant and Harvey Stanl ey had been preaching in the

nei ghbor hood and had built up a branch on Sullivan's Island.
As it was in our way, we visited them and attended sever al
nmeetings with them at one of which a Baptist deacon

furni shed a popgun and amruni tion, which he passed in

t hrough the windows to a man who fired popgun wads of tow at
me all the time | was preaching. He was an excell ent shot

wi th the popgun, the nost of the wads hit ne in the face.
caught several of themin ny hands. Many of them were
tickled, but some of thempaid good attention. | finished ny
di scourse without noticing the insult. (George Smth, "M
Journal ," The [Juvenile] Instructor 81:462-63)

From Freedom we wal ked 35 mles to Lodi; the road was very
muddy and ny feet sore. W wal ked 10 m | es the next norning
and stopped for breakfast accidentally at the house of a

Latter-day Saint who recognized us as traveling elders and
made us wel cone. My feet were very sore. | had blisters on
all nmy toes and one on the ball of each foot and one of ny
heel s was one conplete blister. Brother WIlliam Ti nney and
Brot her Murdock col |l ected a congregati on and we preached in
the evening. In the norning | proposed to Lyman Smith to

rest till ny feet got well. He replies, "I wish that little
blister was on nmy heel, | could walk with it." Being two
years ol der than nyself, | regarded himas ny senior and
seeing his anxiety to get hone, | told himif he would take

all the noney we both had and go directly to the | ake, it
woul d be sufficient to pay his passage to Fairport, and in
two days he would be at honme, and | would wait till | got
recruited then I would preach nmy way hone at ny | eisure; but
he refused to separate fromne, so | picked up our trunk and
said, "Let us be walking." The first tavern | canme to |
purchased a half a pint of rumand poured it into nmy shoes.



This at first made ny blisters smart, but soon relieved them
of pain. | repeated this application tw ce during the day
and traveled 27 mles. In five days we were in Kirtl and,
maki ng the di stance of about 160 mles in that tine, though
Brother Lyman Smith gave out so that | had to carry our
trunk nost of the tinme for the last three days. | soon

| earned the secret of his hurry; in two days after his
arrival he was married to ny fair cousin, Carissa Lyman, on
t he day he had prom sed previous to his starting on his

m ssion. My feet suffered so severely on this trip that al
nmy toenails except two cane off. We arrived home Novenber 2,
1835, and was wel coned by President Joseph Smith, the
Prophet. W had travel ed on foot 1850 mles, held 75

neeti ngs, and bapti zed ei ght persons; conversed with and
bore testinmony to everybody wth whom we had an opportunity.
(George Smth, "My Journal,"” The [Juvenile] Instructor
81:463)

Parley P. Pratt - two excerpts from his autobi ography
covering pages 36-39 and 106-110.

Fifty mles west of Kirtland, we had occasion to pass
t hrough t he nei ghborhood where | first settled in the
wi | derness, after ny marriage. We found the people al
excited with the news of the great work we had been the
hunbl e i nstruments of doing in Kirtland and vicinity. Sone
wi shed to | earn and obey the full ness of the gospel--were
ready to entertain us and hear us preach. O hers were filled
wi th envy, rage and |ying.

We had stopped for the night at the house of Sineon
Carter, by whomwe were kindly received, and were in the act
of reading to himand expl ai ning the Book of Mrnmon, when
there cane a knock at the door, and an officer entered with
a warrant froma magi strate by the nanme of Byington, to
arrest me on a very frivolous charge. | dropped the Book of
Mormon in Carter's house, and went with himsonme two mles,
in a dark, nuddy road; one of the brethren acconpani ed ne.
We arrived at the place of trial late in the evening; found
fal se witnesses in attendance, and a Judge who boasted of
his intention to thrust us into prison, for the purpose of
testing the powers of our apostleship, as he called it;
al though I was only an Elder in the Church. The Judge
boasting thus, and the witnesses being entirely false in
their testinony, concluded to nake no defense, but to treat
the whole matter with contenpt.

| was soon ordered to prison, or to pay a sum of noney
which | had not in the world. It was now a | ate hour, and |
was still retained in court, tantalized, abused and urged to
settle the matter, to all of which | made no reply for sone



time. This greatly exhausted their patience. It was near

m dni ght. | now called on brother Petersen to sing a hymm in
the court. W sung, "O how happy are they." This exasperated
themstill nore, and they pressed us greatly to settle the

busi ness, by payi ng the noney.

| then observed as follows: "May it please the court, |
have one proposal to nmake for a final settlenment of the
things that seemto trouble you. It is this: if the
W t nesses who have given testinony in the case will repent
of their false swearing, and the magi strate of his unjust
and wi cked judgnent and of his persecution, blackguardi sm
and abuse, and all kneel down together, we will pray for
you, that God m ght forgive you in these matters."

"My big bull dog pray for ne," says that Judge.

"The devil help us," exclained another.

They now urged ne for sone tinme to pay the noney; but
got no further answer.

The court adjourned, and I was conducted to a public
house over the way, and locked in till norning; the prison
being sonme mles distant.

In the norning the officer appeared and took nme to
breakfast; this over, we sat waiting in the inn for al
things to be ready to conduct ne to prison. In the neantine
my fellow travellers cane past on their journey, and called
to see ne. | told themin an undertone to pursue their
journey and |l eave ne to nmanage ny own affairs, promsing to
overtake them soon. They did so. After sitting awhile by the
fire in charge of the officer, | requested to step out. |
wal ked out into the public square acconpanied by him Said
|, "M. Peabody, are you good at a race?" "No," said he,

"but ny big bull dog is, and he has been trained to assi st
me in nmy office these several years; he will take any man
down at ny bidding. Well, M. Peabody, you conpelled ne to
go amle, I have gone with you two mles. You have given ne
an opportunity to preach, sing, and have also entertained ne
wi th | odging and breakfast. | nust now go on ny journey; if
you are good at a race you can acconpany ne. | thank you for
all your kindness--good day, sir."

| then started on ny journey, while he stood anazed and
not able to step one foot before the other. Seeing this,
halted, turned to himand again invited himto a race. He
still stood amazed. | then renewed ny exertions, and soon
i ncreased ny speed to sonething like that of a deer. He did
not awake from his astoni shnent sufficiently to start in
pursuit till | had gained, perhaps, two hundred yards. | had
al ready | eaped a fence, and was naking ny way through a
field to the forest on the right of the road. He now cane
hal |l owi ng after ne, and shouting to his dog to seize ne. The
dog, being one of the largest | ever saw, cane close on ny
footsteps with all his fury; the officer behind still in



pursuit, clapping his hands and hal |l ooi ng, "stu-boy,
stu-boy--take him-watch--lay hold of him | say--down with
him" and pointing his finger in the direction | was

runni ng. The dog was fast overtaking me, and in the act of
| eapi ng upon me, when, quick as lightning, the thought
struck me, to assist the officer, in sending the dog with
all fury to the forest a little distance before ne. |
pointed ny finger in that direction, clapped ny hands, and
shouted in imtation of the officer. The dog hastened past
me with redoubl ed speed towards the forest; being urged by
the officer and nyself, and both of us running in the sane
di rection.

Gaining the forest, | soon lost sight of the officer
and dog, and have not seen themsince. | took a back course,
crossed the road, took round into the wlderness, on the
left, and made the road again in tinme to cross a bridge over
Vermlion River, where | was hailed by half a dozen nen, who
had been anxiously waiting our arrival to that part of the
country, and who urged ne very earnestly to stop and preach.
| told themthat |I could not then do it, for an officer was
on ny track. | passed on six mles further, through nmud and
rain, and overtook the brethren, and preached the sane
evening to a crowded audi ence, anong whom we were wel |
ent ert ai ned.

The Book of Mornmon, which | dropped at the house of
Si meon Carter, when taken by the officer, was by these
circunstances left with him He read it with attention. It
wr ought deeply upon his mnd, and he went fifty mles to the
church we had left in Kirtland, and was there baptized and
ordained an Elder. He then returned to his hone and
commenced to preach and baptize. A church of about sixty
menbers was soon organi zed in the place where | had played
such a trick of deception on the dog. (From pages 36-39)

| now returned hone to New Portage, and began to make
preparations for nmy m ssion, but the state of my affairs was
such that it seened al nost inpossible for ne to | eave hong;
nmy wife was sick, ny aged nother had cone to live with ne,
and | ooked to ne for support--age and infirmty having
rendered ny father unable to do for hinself or famly. | was
al so engaged in building a house, and in other business,
while at the sane tine | was sonewhat in debt, and in want
of nost of the necessaries of life.

Under these enbarrassed circunstances, | hesitated for
a while whether to attenpt to performthe m ssion assigned
me, or stay at home and finish ny building and nechani cal
work. While | pondered these things, with ny mnd unsettled,
and continued ny work, with a feeling of hesitation whether
it was a duty to sacrifice all the | abor and expense to
which | had been in ny preparations and unfini shed work, or



whether it was a duty to stay and conplete it, | was called
very suddenly to adm nister to a brother by the nanme of
Mat t hews, who was taken suddenly and dangerously ill. |
found himwithing and groaning in the utnost agony, being
tranped and convul sed in a horrible manner, while the famly
were in great consternation, and weeping around him |
kneel ed down to pray, but in the mdst of my prayer we were
interrupted by the cry of fire! firel! fire!l!l W sprang
fromour knees, and ran towards ny house, which was all in a
bl aze, being an unfinished, two story franme buil ding, open
to the fresh breeze and full of shavings, |unber, shingles,
etc., while a famly occupied a small apartnent of the sane,
and no water near.

Qur utnost exertions barely acconplished the renoval of
the famly and their goods; the building, tools, boards,
shingles, building materials, all were consuned in a few
moments. Thus closed all ny hesitation; ny works of that
nature were now all conpleted, and nyself ready to fill ny
m ssion. One gave ne a coat; another a hat; a third, house
room a fourth, provisions; while a fifth forgave ne the
debts due to them and a sixth bade ne God speed to hasten
on ny m ssion.

Taking an affectionate | eave of ny famly and friends
in New Portage, | repaired to Kirtland, ready to acconpany
my brethren. Wiile they made ready | paid a visit to an
adj oining township called Mentor; and visiting from house to
house, | attenpted to preach to them but they were full of
lying and prejudice, and would not hear the Word. | then
appointed a neeting in the open air, on the steps of a
nmeeti ng house owned by a people called "Canpbellites," one
M. Al exander Canpbell being their |eader; they having
refused to open the house to ne. Sonme cane to hear, and sone
to disturb the neeting; and one M. Newel soon appeared at
the head of a nob of sone fifty nen and a band of nusic.
These fornmed in order of battle and marched round several
times near where | stood, drowning ny voice with the noise
of their drunms and other instrunents. | suspended ny
di scourse several tines as they passed, and then resuned. At
I ength, finding that no disturbance of this kind would
prevent the attenpt to discharge nmy duty, they rushed upon
me with one accord at a given signal, every man throw ng an
egg at ny person. My forehead, bosom and nost of ny body
was conpletely covered with broken eggs. At this | departed,
and wal ked slowy away, being insulted and followed by this
rabble for some distance. | soon arrived in Kirtland, and
was assisted by ny kind friends in cleansing nyself and
clothes fromthe effects of this Christian benevol ence.

Al'l things being in readiness, and the spring fairly
opened, the Twel ve took their journey down Lake Erie, and
| anded at Dunkirk, in the neighborhood of which we had



appointed to hold a conference. The nenbers of the Church
assenbl ed fromthe regi on round, and the people turned out
in great nunbers. W addressed themin several interesting
di scourses, and had good tine; many seened to receive the
Wrd with joy, and sonme were baptized and added to the
Chur ch

From t hence we continued our journey through the
Eastern States, holding conferences in every place where
branches of the Church had been organi zed, ordaining and
instructing Elders and other officers; exhorting the nenbers
to continue in prayer and in well doing; mnistering to the
sick and instructing the ignorant. We al so preached the
Word, and baptized such as desired to be obedient to the
faith; confirmng themby the |aying on of hands and prayer
in the name of Jesus Christ; thus the Holy Ghost and the
gifts thereof were shed forth anong the people, and they had
great joy. The nonth of August 1835, found us in the State
of Maine, and the m ssion conpl et ed.

We now returned to Boston, and fromthence honme to
Kirtland, where we arrived sonetine in October. After
spending a few days in the society of the Saints in
Kirtland, | repaired to New Portage, where | found ny wfe
and nother in usual health, and was received with joy by
them and the Saints. | now nmade preparation and renoved to
Kirtland, in order to be with the body of the Church at
headquarters; and to inprove every opportunity of obtaining
instruction....

Spring at length returned, and the Elders prepared to
t ake | eave of each other, and to go on their several

m ssions. As to nyself, | was deeply in debt for the
expenses of |ife during the winter, and on account of
purchasing a lot, and building thereon. |, therefore, knew

not what to do, whether to go on a mssion or stay at hone,
and endeavor by industry to sustain ny famly and pay ny
debts.

It was now April; | had retired to rest one eveni ng at
an early hour, and was pondering ny future course, when
there cane a knock at the door. | arose and opened it, when

El der Heber C. Kinball and others entered ny house, and
being filled with the spirit of prophecy, they bl essed ne
and ny wife, and prophesied as foll ows:

"Brother Parley, thy wife shall be healed from
this hour, and shall bear a son, and his nane shall be
Parl ey; and he shall be a chosen instrument in the
hands of the Lord to inherit the priesthood and to wal k
in the steps of his father. He shall do a great work in
the earth in mnistering the Wrd and teaching the
children of nen. Arise, therefore, and go forth in the
m ni stry, nothing doubting. Take no thoughts for your
debts, nor the necessaries of life, for the Lord wll



supply you with abundant neans for all things.

"Thou shalt go to Upper Canada, even to the city
of Toronto, the capital, and there thou shalt find a
peopl e prepared for the fullness of the gospel, and
they shall receive thee, and thou shalt organize the
Church anong them and it shall spread thence into the
regi ons round about, and nmany shall be brought to the
know edge of the truth and shall be filled with joy;
and fromthe things growi ng out of this m ssion, shal
the full ness of the gospel spread into England, and
cause a great work to be done in that |and.

"You shall not only have neans to deliver you from
your present enbarrassnents, but you shall yet have
riches, silver and gold, till you will loath the
counting thereof."

Thi s prophecy was the nore marvel ous, because being
marri ed near ten years we had never had any children; and
for near six years ny wife had been consunptive, and had
been consi dered incurable. However, we called to mnd the
faith of Abraham of old, and judging H mfaithful who had
prom sed, we took courage.

| now began in earnest to prepare for the m ssion, and
in a few days all was ready. | took an affectionate |eave of
my wife, nother and friends, and started for Canada in
conpany with a brother Ni ckerson, who kindly offered to bear
nmy expenses. (From pages 106-110)

Orson Hyde - an excerpt from an autobi ographi cal account
printed in the MIlennial Star, 1864, Vol une 26, pages
742-44, 760-61, 774-76, and 790-92. This account first
covers Orson’s conversion and then his being ordained to a
Hi gh Priest and being sent on a mssion only days |ater.

Accordingly, in the sumer of 1831, | went to Kirtl and,
and under cover of clerkship in the old store of Witney and
G lbert, I exam ned "Mrnonism' Read the "Mrnon' bible

carefully through, attended neetings of the "Mrnons' and
ot hers, heard the argunments pro and con., but was careful to
say nothing. | prayed nmuch unto the Lord for light and
know edge, for wi sdomand spirit to guide nme in ny

exam nations and investigations. Oten heard the Prophet
talk in public and in private upon the subject of the new
religion; also heard what the opposition had to say.

Li stened also to many foolish tales about the Prophet--too
foolish to have a place in this narrative. | marked
carefully the spirit that attended the opposition, and al so
the spirit that attended the "Mrnons' and their friends;
and after about three nonths of careful and prayerful
investigation, reflection and neditation, | canme to the



conclusion that the "Mrnons' had nore light and a better
spirit than their opponents. | concluded that | could not be
the | oser by joining the Mrnons,' and as an honest nan,
conscientiously bound to walk in the best and clearest |ight
| saw, | resolved to be baptized into the new religion
Hence, | attended the Saints' neeting in Kirtland, Sunday,
Cct ober 30, 1831, and offered nyself a candidate for

bapti sm which was adm nistered to nme by the hands of El der
Si dney Ri gdon; was confirned and ordai ned an elder in the
Church on the sane day under the hands of Joseph Smth, the
Prophet, and Sidney Rigdon. Not until about three days after
did | receive any internal evidence of the speci al
approbation of Heaven of the course | had taken. \Wen one
eveni ng behind the counter, the Spirit of the Lord came upon
me in so powerful a manner, that | felt |ike waiting upon no
one, and withdrew in private to enjoy the feast alone. This,

to me, was a precious season, long to be renenbered. | felt
that all my old friends (not of the Mrnons') would believe
me, and with a warm and affectionate heart, | soon went out

anong them and began to talk and testify to them what the
Lord had done for me; but the cold indifference with which
they received ne, and the pity they expressed for ny

del usi on, soon convinced ne that it was not wise to give
that which is holy unto dogs, neither to cast pearls before
SWi ne.

A few days after this, | attended a conference in the
town of Orange, at which | was ordai ned a high priest under
t he hands of Joseph Smth, and appointed on a mssion to
Elyria and Fl orence in connection with Brother Hyrum Smth.
In these places we were the neans of converting and
bapti zing many of ny old Canpbellite friends, raised up and
organi zed two or three branches of the Church, |aid hands on
several sick persons and heal ed them by prayer and faith.
After confirmng the Churches and bearing a faithful
testinmony to themand to all people, in the mdst of nuch
opposition, we returned again to Kirtland. | found Brother
Hyrum a pl easant and an agreeabl e conpani on, a w se
counsel lor, a father and a gui de.

Soon after our return to Kirtland, | was sent on
anot her mssion, in conpany with Brother Sanuel H Smth, a
younger brother of the Prophet, who was a man sl ow of speech
and unl earned, yet a man of good faith and extrene
integrity. We journeyed early in the spring of 1832,
eastward together, wi thout "purse or scrip,' going from
house to house, teaching and preaching in famlies, and al so
in the public congregations of the people. Werever we were
received and entertained, we |eft our blessing;, and wherever
we were rejected, we washed our feet in private agai nst
t hose who rejected us, and bore testinony of it unto our
Fat her in Heaven, and went on our way rejoicing, according



to the comandnent .

When in Westfield, New York, we preached to a crowded
audi ence. | was speaker. After the discourse, a gentlenman
rose up and requested that a brief history of Joseph Smth
be given to the people previous to his finding the plates.
remarked that | was not acquainted with the early history of
Joseph Smith, and consequently was unable to conply with the
request, but observed that his younger brother was present
who might, if he felt disposed, favor themw th an account
of the early life of his brother.

Sanmuel arose and said, that as it was the early history
of his own brother that they required, it m ght be thought
that, in consequence of his near kin, his statements m ght
not be free frompartiality, and respectfully declined the
t ask.

The gentl eman who first made the request then stated
that he had been acquainted with Joseph Smth fromhis
boyhood. It was then observed that he was a suitable person
to give his history. Accordingly he began to do so. He soon
canme to where he said Joseph did sone nean act and ran away.
Anot her gentl eman in the congregation, knowi ng that the
speaker had recently run away fromhis former place of abode
for his nean acts and cone there, here interrupted the
speaker by asking himhow long it was after Joseph ran away
till he started? This question so disconfited the speaker
that he sat down am d the hisses and uproar of the
multitude. So, but little of the history of Joseph Smth was
gi ven at that neeting.

Fromthis place we hastened on to Spafford where there
was a small branch of the Church; and by our mnistry added
14 nmenbers. We then hastened on to Boston, Massachusetts,
preachi ng and teaching by the way and bapti zing sone. W
rai sed up a branch in Boston of sone 25 or 30 nenbers.
Preached also in Lynn and baptized a few, who were attached
to the Boston Branch. Al so raised up a branch of some thirty
in Bradford, Massachusetts.

Then proceeded on to Saco, in Miine, where we preached
several tinmes. Fromthence proceeded to Farm ngton where we
rai sed up a branch of about 20 in nunber. Returned by way of
Bradford and Lowel. ...

From Lowel we returned to Boston; and fromthence we
went to Providence, Rhode Island, and there baptized sone
ten or fifteen persons am d nost violent opposition. W had
to flee in the night, sleep under the fence and under an
apple tree. Went back to Boston and then started for hone,
where we arrived |ate in Decenber.

This was one of the nost arduous and toil sone m ssions
ever performed in the Church. To travel two thousand mles
on foot, teaching fromhouse to house, and fromcity to
city, without purse or scrip, often sleeping in school houses



after preaching--in barns, in sheds, by the wayside, under
trees, and etc., was sonething of a task. \Wen one woul d be
teaching in private famlies, the other would frequently be
nodding in his chair, weary with toil, fatigue and want of
sleep. W were often rejected in the afterpart of the day,
conpelling us to travel in the evening, and sonetines til
peopl e were gone to bed, |eaving us to | odge where we coul d.
We woul d sonetines travel until mdnight or until nearly
dayl i ght before we could find a barn or shed in which we
dare to lie down; nust be away before discovered | east

suspi cion rest upon us. Wuld often |ie down under trees and
sleep in daytine to nake up | oss.

In the spring of 1833, |, in conpany with Hyrum Smth,
went on a mssion to Elk Creek township, Erie County,
Pennsyl vani a, where we | abored several weeks, and baptized a
nunber of persons into a branch of the Church, previously
raised up there by the mnistry of John F. Boynton and
others. W al so preached considerably in North East
Townshi p, Chio, and in other places while passing to and
fro, baptizing sone few by the way. Returned to Kirtland in
t he sunmer. ...

In the winter and spring of 1834, | took another
m ssion to Pennsylvania, Elk Creek, in conpany with El der
Orson Pratt, to preach the gospel and to call a conpany to
go up that summer to Mssouri. W went as far east as
Genesee, New York.

Excerpts fromthe Messenger and Advocate - below is an
excerpt fromthe January 1836 Vol. 2, No. 4, pages 254-256.
A col umm was dedicated to publishing incomng |etters which
dealt with mssionary labors. Wile not terribly detail ed,
they do give a good idea of how |long the m ssions ran and

t he nunber of converts gained. Particularly note Wlford
Whodruff’s coments on the distances travel ed that year.

Extract of letters received since Decenber 1

El der J. [Janes] Bl akesley and G Dutcher, wite from
Wodville, N Y. "The cause of our Redeener in these
regions, is gaining friends: W have baptized 3 since we
| ast wote."

El ders Curtis and Bracken wwite from Charl estown, la. "W
| abored in Cark Co. and baptized 11, and ordai ned one

El der: al so baptized 3 in Scott co. Many are believing in
t hese regions.™

El der David Evans wites fromRichland co. O and says: "The
Lord is nmoving on his work in this section of country. Since



the 28th of Oct. last, | have baptized 18. 11 in Know co. 5
in the church at Perry, 2 near New Portage.

Elder W [WIford] Wodruff wites from Tennessee, Jan 2,
1836. "During the last year, | travelled, 3,248 mles, held
170 neetings, baptized 43 persons; procured 22 subscribers
for the Messenger and Advocate; also 73 on the petition to

t he Governor of Mssouri; wote 18 letters, and ordai ned two
Teachers and one Deacon. Held three debates &c."

Kirtland Dec. 22, 1835.
Dear brother in the Lord:

| left Clay co. Mb. Sept. 11, 1834, in conpany with
elder M [Morris] Phelps, on a mssion to publish glad
tidings of great joy to the inhabitants of the earth: we
journeyed and preached for the space of four nonths and four
days held forty one neetings, baptized 16 and ordai ned one
el der, and one teacher in Calhoon co. IIl. Fromthis place
travelled in conpany with elder A [Amasa] Lyman, held
thirty eight neetings, and baptized 6 in Madison co. II1.
Travel |l ed al one, held twenty five neetings, baptized 10, and
ordai ned one el der and one priest in Madison co. I11.

Met el der Isaac Higbee in dinton co. Ill. on the first
of May, 1835. We travelled and proclainmed the gospel fifty
six tinmes, baptized 46, and ordained three elders in
Ham [ ton co. Ill. Arrived in Kirtland the 11 day of August,
1835. Went to work on the house of the Lord, worked 51 days.

Left Kirtland on the 15 day of Cct. in conmpany with
elder G [George] M Hinckle, to publish salvation to the
i nhabitants of the earth. Travelled about two hundred m |l es,
preached sixty times, and built up a small church in the
towns of Bedford and | ndependence, Cuyahoga co. OChi o,
consisting of 12 nenbers, Thurs through the grace of god, |
have | abored for better than a year, in conpany with the
above naned elders, and | hope that the Lord will renenber
in nercy, the inhabitants anong whom we have | abored, and
bring many of them to see the error of their ways; and obey
t he gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the Lord
keep and preserve those,"” who have been born into the
ki ngdom of our God, bl aneless unto his kingdom and com ng.
Yours in the bonds of |ove,

ELI SHA H. GROVES

To John Whitmer Esg.
Ham I ton co. Illinois, Nov. 2, 1835.
Dear Brot her

| left Clay co. Mb. on the 23 of Decenber, 1834 -- in
conpany with elder J. Hol brook, we travelled and preached
until we arrived at Salt River church. Fromthis place I



journeyed with Elder W Ivy, we journeyed as far as

Mont gomery co. -- IIl. preached by the way and baptized two.
From thence we journeyed to Bedford co. Tennessee: we
tarried in this State about two nonths. The people fl ocked
fromevery quarter, to hear preaching, many were convi nced
of the truth, but few obeyed the gospel. W baptized five in
this State; we left Bedford co. the first day of June;

arrived at Hamlton co. Ill. the 8th day of same nonth, here
we tarried, and |labored in conpany with elders E. H --
Groves and |. Higbee about three weeks, and baptized 33.

After this elder Ivy and nyself baptized seven, after the
afore nmentioned brethren left us. Elder Ivy left here the 29
of Septenber, since he left, | baptized two nore, | expect
to baptize a nunber nore in this place, who believe the work
of the Lord. The Lord is blessing his children here with
sonme of the gifts of the gospel

| remain your brother in the new covenant, M Iton Hol nes.

To J. [John] Whitner Esq.
Kirtland, Dec. 6, 1835.
Dear br ot her:

W left Kirtland the 21 of May |ast, and proceeded to
Buffal o by water; fromthence journeyed east, preaching as
often as we could get a congregation convened. Tarried two
weeks in Savanna, Wayne co. N. Y. held 14 neetings, found the
peopl e anxious to hear, and many believing: fromthence we
went to Butternuts, Osego co. preached in that regi on about
two nont hs, found consi derabl e opposition, baptized seven,
whom we | eft rejoicing in the truth, besides many believing.

We then returned to Savanna, where we baptized five
nore, stayed about two weeks, and went to greenwood, Stuben
co. NY. where we found a little branch of about 30 nenbers,
we preached twi ce and baptized one: and fromthis place we
returned to Kirtland, arrived the 15 day of OCct.

H [ Harvey] Stanl ey,
J. [Jededi ah] Grant.



