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Wth the recent anniversary of the Pioneer trek nost people

in the Church are famliar with the stories of the ill-fated
Martin & WIIlie handcart conpanies. Rather then spend a | ot of
class tinme on that, | plan on review ng the doctrinal basis that

notivated the Saints who saved those handcart conpani es.
The Exanpl e of the Savior
In the parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus’ teaching, when

taken superficially, is talking about sonmething that is purely
physical: comng to the aid of one who is in physical need.

Luke 10
25 And, behold, a certain |awer stood up, and tenpted him
saying, Master, what shall | do to inherit eternal life? 26 He

said unto him What is witten in the | aw? how readest thou? 27
And he answering said, Thou shalt |love the Lord thy God with al
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mnd; and thy nei ghbour as thyself. 28 And he said
unto him Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt |ive.

29 But he, willing to justify hinmself, said unto Jesus, And
who is ny nei ghbour?

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain [nman] went down from
Jerusalemto Jericho, and fell anong thieves, which stripped him
of his rainment, and wounded [hinl, and departed, |eaving [hinm
hal f dead. 31 And by chance there canme down a certain priest that
way: and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 And
li kewise a Levite, when he was at the place, cane and | ooked [on
him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan
as he journeyed, cane where he was: and when he saw him he had
conpassion [on himM, 34 And went to [him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set himon his own beast, and
brought himto an inn, and took care of him 35 And on the norrow
when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave [then] to the
host, and said unto him Take care of hinm and whatsoever thou
spendest nore, when | conme again, | will repay thee. 36 Wich now
of these three, thinkest thou, was nei ghbour unto himthat fel
anong the thieves? 37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him
Then said Jesus unto him Go, and do thou likew se

But, what are the spiritual inplications of the character of the
three people Jesus presents? Wiy is it he that shewed nercy is
the one that will inherit eternal life?

During his nortal mnistry, Jesus used physical healing as a
token of the nore inportant spiritual healing he was maki ng
avai l abl e to peopl e:

Luke 17
11 And it canme to pass, as he went to Jerusalem that he passed
through the mdst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered



into a certain village, there met himten nen that were |epers,
whi ch stood afar off: 13 And they lifted up [their] voices, and
sai d, Jesus, Master, have nercy on us. 14 And when he saw [theni,
he said unto them Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it
canme to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one
of them when he saw that he was heal ed, turned back, and with a
| oud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on [his] face at his
feet, giving himthanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17 And Jesus
answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where [are] the
nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God,
save this stranger. 19 And he said unto him Arise, go thy way:
thy faith hath nade thee whole.

Jesus final comment is that the one who returned was nmade whol e
by his faith. Wat did he nean by “whole”? Jesus physically
heal ed ten | epers, but only one of themwas spiritually heal ed at
that time as well. This is the real healing Jesus offers.

Notice the duality of the physical and spiritual healings.

Mark 5

25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,
26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent
all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,
27 VWen she had heard of Jesus, cane in the press behind, and
touched his garnent. 28 For she said, If | nmay touch but his
clothes, | shall be whole. 29 And strai ghtway the fountain of her
bl ood was dried up; and she felt in [her] body that she was heal ed
of that plague. 30 And Jesus, imediately knowing in hinself that
virtue had gone out of him turned himabout in the press, and
sai d, Who touched ny clothes? 31 And his disciples said unto him
Thou seest the nultitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Wo
touched nme? 32 And he | ooked round about to see her that had done
this thing. 33 But the woman fearing and trenbling, know ng what
was done in her, cane and fell down before him and told himall
the truth. 34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath nmade
thee whol e; go in peace, and be whol e of thy plague.

The woman is heal ed physically of her illness, but nore
inportantly she is spiritually whol e and Jesus bl esses her for
her faith.

Jesus’ interests in people’ s physical well-being parallels
his interest in their spiritual well-being. And it is so from
t he beginning. The Lord states in unequivocal terns how He
regards the weakest and nost easily overl ooked anong society:

Exodus 22

22 Ye shall not afflict any wi dow, or fatherless child. 23 If thou
afflict themin any wise, and they cry at all unto nme, | wll
surely hear their cry; 24 And ny wath shall wax hot, and | will
kill you with the sword; and your wi ves shall be wi dows, and your

children fatherl ess.

If the men of Israel exploit or afflict wdows or orphans the
Lord will slay themand | eave their w ves wi dows and their
children fatherless. No anbiguity here in how the Lord feels.



Deut er onony 24
17 Thou shalt not pervert the judgnent of the stranger

[nor] of the fatherless; nor take a widow s rainment to pledge:

18

But thou shalt renenber that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the
LORD thy God redeened thee thence: therefore | command thee to do

this thing.

19 When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and
hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch

it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for

t he

wi dow. that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of

t hi ne hands. 20 When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not
go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the
fatherless, and for the wi dow. 21 When thou gatherest the grapes

of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean [it] afterward: it shal

be

for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the wi dow. 22 And
thou shalt renmenber that thou wast a bondman in the |and of Egypt:

therefore I commnd thee to do this thing.

The Lord prohibits the people of Israel frominpoverish

ng a

wi dow and rem nds themthey were once slaves and it was the Lord
who delivered them He also tells themto be generous with their

harvest by allowi ng widows and orphans to go through the
gl eanings. And again the Lord rem nds themit is becaus
were slaves in Egypt.

This fornmula is used by King Benjamn in his final
his people, only he nakes the spiritual inplications exp

Mosi ah 4

e they

speech to
licit:

16 And al so, ye yourselves will succor those that stand in need of
your succor; ye will adm nister of your substance unto himthat
standeth in need; and ye will not suffer that the beggar putteth
up his petition to you in vain, and turn himout to perish. 17

Perhaps thou shalt say: The man has brought upon hinmself his
nm sery; therefore | will stay nmy hand, and will not give unto

hi m

of ny food, nor inpart unto himof ny substance that he nmmy not

suffer, for his punishnents are just-- 18 But | say unto you,
man, whosoever doeth this the same hath great cause to repent
except he repenteth of that which he hath done he perisheth
forever, and hath no interest in the kingdom of God. 19 For
behol d, are we not all beggars? Do we not all depend upon the

o

; and

sane

Bei ng, even God, for all the substance which we have, for both
food and rainent, and for gold, and for silver, and for all the
riches which we have of every kind? 20 And behold, even at this

time, ye have been calling on his name, and begging for a

rem ssion of your sins. And has he suffered that ye have begged in
vai n? Nay; he has poured out his Spirit upon you, and has caused
that your hearts should be filled with joy, and has caused that
your nmout hs should be stopped that ye could not find utterance, so

exceedi ngly great was your joy. 21 And now, if God, who has
created you, on whom you are dependent for your lives and for
that ye have and are, doth grant unto you whatsoever ye ask t
is right, in faith, believing that ye shall receive, O then

al
hat
how

ye ought to inpart of the substance that ye have one to another

22 And if ye judge the man who putteth up his petition to you
your substance that he perish not, and condem him how nuch
just will be your condemation for withhol ding your substance

for
nor e

whi ch doth not belong to you but to God, to whom also your life

bel ongeth; and yet ye put up no petition, nor repent of the t

hi ng



whi ch thou hast done

Ki ng Benjam n uses the sanme fornula as is used in the Exodus
guote above. He tells themthey are indebted to the Lord for
their spiritual salvation and He has heard their pleas and they
begged for help. So too they must hear the pleas of those who
requi re physical salvation.

The Lord has done everything wwthin H's power to save us
with a salvation that is eternal, now we nmust do everything
Wi thin our power to save others. |In nost instances, that which
is within our power nore physical than spiritual

Fol | owi ng Jesus’ Exanpl e as Physical Saviors

Jesus tells the latter-day Church that they are required to
support those in need. As a prelude to the Law of Consecrati on,
the Lord conmands the Saints to support those in need:

D&C 42

30 And behold, thou wilt renmenber the poor, and consecrate of thy
properties for their support that which thou hast to inpart unto
them with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken. 31 And

i nasmuch as ye inpart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do
it unto me;

The Lord makes the physical support of those in need as necessary
for discipleship, harking back to the parable of the Good
Samarit an:

D&C 52

40 And renmenber in all things the poor and the needy, the sick and
the afflicted, for he that doeth not these things, the sanme is not
my di scipl e.

He indicates that supporting those in need is required for
eternal life:

D&C 81
5 Wherefore, be faithful; stand in the office which | have
appoi nted unto you; succor the weak, |lift up the hands which hang

down, and strengthen the feeble knees. 6 And if thou art faithfu
unto the end thou shalt have a crown of imortality, and eterna
life in the mansi ons which | have prepared in the house of ny
Fat her .

When the Lord gives the Saints instructions on crossing the

pl ains to the Rocky Mountains He reissues the call to live the
Law of Consecration and conmands themto support the w dows and
the fatherless, in ternms very simlar to those used back in
Exodus:

D&C 136
8 Let each conpany bear an equal proportion, according to the
di vidend of their property, in taking the poor, the w dows, the



fatherless, and the fanmilies of those who have gone into the arny,
that the cries of the widow and the fatherless come not up into
the ears of the Lord against this people. 9 Let each conpany
prepare houses, and fields for raising grain, for those who are to
remai n behind this season; and this is the will of the Lord
concerning his people.

Fol | owi ng Jesus’ Exanple as Spiritual Saviors

Just as we should be doing all wthin our power to physically
support one another, so |likew se we should be doing everything we
can to spiritually support one another:

D&C 4

3 Therefore, if ye have desires to serve God ye are called to the
work; 4 For behold the field is white already to harvest; and |o,
he that thrusteth in his sickle with his mght, the same | ayeth up
in store that he perisheth not, but bringeth salvation to his
soul; 5 And faith, hope, charity and | ove, with an eye single to
the glory of God, qualify himfor the work. 6 Renmenber faith,
virtue, know edge, tenperance, patience, brotherly kindness,
godl i ness, charity, humlity, diligence. 7 Ask, and ye shal
receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Anmen.

The value of the individual is great to the Lord, so we nust do
everything we can to put the effects and power of the Atonenent
into action in individual people s lives:

D&C 18

10 Renenber the worth of souls is great in the sight of God; 11
For, behold, the Lord your Redeener suffered death in the flesh;
wherefore he suffered the pain of all nmen, that all nmen m ght
repent and cone unto him 12 And he hath risen again fromthe
dead, that he m ght bring all nmen unto him on conditions of
repentance. 13 And how great is his joy in the soul that
repenteth! 14 Wherefore, you are called to cry repentance unto
this people. 15 And if it so be that you should | abor all your
days in crying repentance unto this people, and bring, save it be
one soul unto nme, how great shall be your joy with himin the

ki ngdom of nmy Father! 16 And now, if your joy will be great with
one soul that you have brought unto nme into the kingdom of ny

Fat her, how great will be your joy if you should bring many soul s
unto ne!

Concl usi on

Just as the nmenbers of the early Church rushed to the assistance
of the Martin & WIllie handcart conpanies so too nust we rush to
t he assi stance of those who are in need, both physically and
spiritually.



