D&C Lesson #20

THE KINGDOMS OF GLORY
by Ted Gibbons
INTRODUCTION: The revelation in D&C 76, which we often call The Vision,
seems to be a series of six visions. They are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The vision of the Father and the Son (76:20-24)
The vision of Perdition or Satan (76:25-29)
The vision of the sufferings of the Sons of Perdition (76:30-38, 43-49)
The vision of the Celestial Kingdom (76:50-70, 92-96)
The vision of the Terrestrial Kingdom (76:71-80, 91, 97)
The vision of the Telestial Kingdom (76:81-90, 98-112)

It behooves us as we study this revelation to look for ourselves. Wilford
Woodruff said, “Any man may know through that revelation what his part
and condition will be . . . hereafter.” (Wilford Woodruff, JD, Vol 22, pp. 146147)
Joseph Smith said of this vision,
"Nothing could be more pleasing to the Saints upon the order of
the Kingdom of the Lord, than the light which burst upon the
world through the foregoing vision. Every law, every
commandment, every promise, every truth, and every point
touching the destiny of man, from Genesis to Revelation, where
the purity of the Scriptures remains unsullied by the folly of men,
go to show the perfection of the theory (of different degrees of
glory in the future life) and witness the fact that that document is
a transcript from the records of the eternal world. The sublimity
of the idea; the purity of the language; the scope for action; the
continued duration for completion, in order that the heirs of
salvation may confess the Lord and bow the knee; the rewards
for faithfulness, and the punishments for sins, are so much
beyond the narrow-mindedness of men, that every honest man
is constrained to exclaim: 'It came from God!'" (D. H. C.
1:252-3.)

1.THE KINGDOMS OF GLORY AND “THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS”
Joseph began the “translation” of the scriptures on March 8, 1831. He
began his work in the New Testament. We know that this revelation came
as he was working in John 5, and after he had translated John 5:29 (see
section heading).
Thus, in ab out eleven months, he had worked his way through Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John 1-5. Questions about John 5:29 and other verses led
to this revelation.
I believe D&C 76 to be one of the most powerful testimonies of Jesus Christ
and his atonement ever given to men on this planet. It begins and ends with
a testimony of Christ. Look at the first five verses. As mentioned in one of
the early lessons of this course of study, one of the miracles of the D&C is
that we have a chance to hear the Lord telling us about himself. Look at
D&C 76:1-5 and mark those things Jesus wants us to know about him.
1 Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth, and rejoice ye
inhabitants thereof, for the Lord is God, and beside him there is
no Savior.
2 Great is his wisdom, marvelous are his ways, and the extent
of his doings none can find out.
3 His purposes fail not, neither are there any who can stay his
hand.
4 From eternity to eternity he is the same, and his years never
fail.
5 For thus saith the Lord--I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious
unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve
me in righteousness and in truth unto the end.
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘

I am God
There is no other Savior
What I begin to do, I finish
No one has the power to prevent me from accomplishing my purposes
I never change throughout all eternity.

‘
‘

I have no beginning or end
I love to honor those who serve me in righteousness and truth to the
end

Added to the Savior’s testimony is the testimony of Joseph and Sidney.
20 And we beheld the glory of the Son, on the right hand of the
Father, and received of his fulness;
21 And saw the holy angels, and them who are sanctified
before his throne, worshiping God, and the Lamb, who worship
him forever and ever.
22 And now, after the many testimonies which have been given
of him, this is the testimony, last of all which we give of him:
That he lives!
23 For we saw him, even on the right hand of God; and we
heard the voice bearing record that he is the Only Begotten of
the Father-24 That by him, and through him, and of him, the worlds are
and were created, and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons
and daughters unto God.

Make a list or a note of the things this testimony teaches about the Savior.
Since our eternal reward is related most closely to our involvement with the
”testimony of Jesus,” we must analyze the verses of this section and our
own conduct to determine our status.
2. PERDITION
The word perdition refers to a state of loss or destruction, not a kingdom of
glory. Satan was called Perdition (D&C 76:25,26), and those who follow him
into this state are called sons of perdition.
The name Lucifer means, literally, the Shining One, (see Bible Dictionary:

Lucifer) Both D&C 76:25 and Moses 4:3 tell us that Lucifer was cast out of
the presence of God for rebellion. How did the heavens react to his
expulsion (see 76:26). What does it mean to you to learn the meaning of his
name and that he was a “son of the morning”? (76:27)
With regard to becoming a son of perdition Joseph Smith taught:
All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the Holy Ghost,
for Jesus will save all except the sons of perdition. What must a
man do to commit the unpardonable sin? He must receive the
Holy Ghost, have the heavens opened unto him, and know God,
and then sin against Him. After a man has sinned against the
Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him. He has got to say
that the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has got to deny
Jesus Christ when the heavens have been opened unto him,
and to deny the plan of salvation with his eyes [page 55] open to
the truth of it; and from that time he begins to be an enemy. This
is the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints." Teachings, p. 358.
Brigham Young said this:
How much does it take to prepare a man, or woman, or any
being, to become angels to the Devil, to suffer with him to all
eternity? Just as much as it does to prepare a man to go into the
celestial kingdom, into the presence of the Father and the Son,
and to be made an heir to his Kingdom, and all his glory, and be
crowned with crowns of glory, immortality, and eternal lives. (JD,
Vol 3: p.93)
Spencer W. Kimball taught:
"The sin against the Holy Ghost requires such knowledge that it
is manifestly impossible for the rank and file to commit such a
sin" (Teachings of Spencer w. Kimball, p. 23).
What does Lucifer do now that he has been cast out into the earth? (D&C
76:29; Rev. 12:17; 13:7) I think that we must never lose sight of this
sobering reality. We are at war. What is more, we are under

siege–encompassed round about by the wiles and subtleties and
machinations of the devil whose only intent is make us miserable as he is
miserable (2 Nephi 2:18, 27)
If you have any doubts about this, try an experiment. Tomorrow when you
leave your home, check your watch and determine how much time passes
before you encounter something with Satanic implications; something, to
use the words of Moroni 7, that persuades, invites, or entices to do evil.
Dr. Pitirim A. Sorokin said that “it has been estimated we encounter some
kind of sexual lure every nine minutes of our waking day.” (Cited by
President Hugh B. Brown in “Purity is Power,” BYU, Sept. 30, 1962)
Of course there are other kinds of lures than the sexual ones , but if this was
true in 1962, what is the time frame now? We really are encompassed
round about.
3. THE TELESTIAL KINGDOM
D&C 76:101 suggests four things that those who inherit a telestial glory will
not receive. What are they and why are they so significant that their
absence will sentence some of God’s children to a kingdom of liars,
sorcerers, adulterers, and whoremongers? (See D&C 76:103)
Even though the glory of the telestial kingdom surpasses all understanding
(76:86), there are serious restrictions placed on those who inherit this
kingdom.
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘

They must wait in hell (the spirit world) for the last resurrection
(76:84,85)
They will not receive of the fulness of the Father or the Son in eternity
(76:86)
They will not be gathered with the saints (76:102)
They suffer the wrath of God on earth (76:104)
They suffer the vengeance of eternal fire (76:106)
Even though they have rejected Christ, they will bow the knee and
confess (76:110)
They shall be servants of the Most High; but they can never go where
God and Christ are (76:112)

4. THE TERRESTRIAL KINGDOM
The passages that teach of the terrestrial kingdom tell us that these are
people who “are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus.” (76:79) You will want
to review other statements and descriptions in 76:71-80, 91, 97. But let us
consider here for a moment what it means to be valiant. Because the
implication here is that those who inherit and inhabit the celestial kingdom
were valiant in the testimony of Jesus.
Elder Bruce R. McConkie said
To be valiant in the testimony of Jesus is to take the Lord’s side
on every issue. It is to vote as he would vote. It is to think what
he thinks, to believe what he believes, to say what he would say
and do what he would do in the same situation. It is to have the
mind of Christ and be one with him as he is one with his Father.
Our doctrine is clear; its application sometimes seems to be
more difficult. Perhaps some personal introspection might be
helpful. For instance:
Am I valiant in the testimony of Jesus if my chief interest and
concern in life is laying up in store the treasures of the earth,
rather than the building up of the kingdom?
Am I valiant if I have more of this world’s goods than my just
needs and wants require and I do not draw from my surplus to
support missionary work, build temples, and care for the needy?
Am I valiant if my approach to the Church and its doctrines is
intellectual only, if I am more concerned with having a religious
dialogue on this or that point than I am on gaining a personal
spiritual experience? . . . .
Am I valiant if I use a boat, live in a country home, or engage in
some other recreational pursuit on weekends that takes me
away from my spiritual responsibilities?

Am I valiant if I engage in gambling, play cards, go to
pornographic movies, shop on Sunday, wear immodest clothes,
or do any of the things that are the accepted way of life among
worldly people?
If we are to gain salvation, we must put first in our lives the
things of God’s kingdom. With us it must be the kingdom of God
or nothing. We have come out of darkness; ours is the
marvelous light of Christ. We must walk in the light. (Bruce R.
McConkie, “Be Valiant in the Fight of Faith,” Ensign, Nov. 1974,
p. 35)
Elder McConkie also explained:
Those destined to inherit the terrestrial kingdom are: (1) those
who died "without law" -- those heathen and pagan people who
do not hear the gospel in this life, and who would not accept it
with all their hearts should they hear it; (2) those who hear and
reject the gospel in this life and then accept it in the spirit world;
(3) those "who are honorable men of the earth, who [are] blinded
by the craftiness of men"; and (4) those who are lukewarm
members of the true church and who have testimonies, but who
are not true and faithful in all things. (A New Witness for the
Articles of Faith, p. 146)
5. THE CELESTIAL KINGDOM
The verses that describe this kingdom and its inhabitants specify the
requirements and opportunities of a celestial existence. The verses also
outline the blessings that will attend those who merit such an inheritance.
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘

76:54–“They . . . are the church of the Firstborn”
76:55-- “Into whose hands the Father has given all things”
76:56–“They are priests and kings”
76:56–“They . . . have received of his fulness”
76:56–“They are priests of the Most High”
76:56–“They . . . have received of his . . . glory”
76:57–“And are priests of the most high”
76:58–“They are gods”

‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘

76:59–“All things are theirs”
76:60–“They shall overcome all things”
76:62–“They shall dwell [with] God and Christ forever and ever”
76:63–He shall bring [them] with him when he shall come”
76:64–“They . . .shall have part in the first resurrection”
76:66–“They . . . are come to Mount Zion
76:66–“They are come . . . unto the city of the Living God”
76:68–“[Their] names [are] written in heaven”
76:69–“They . . . are just men made perfect”
76:70–“[Their] bodies are celestial
76:70–“[Their] glory is that of the sun”
76:94–“They see as they are seen”
76:94–“they know as they are known”
76:94–“Having received f his fulness and of his grace”
76:95–“He makes them equal in power, and in might, and in dominion.

CONCLUSION: We are left in wonder at the scope and power of this
communication from heaven. What a flood of light it brings to a world
floundering in darkness. But of course it is just the beginning:
I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the
glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I
permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them . .
.(Joseph Smith, HC, Vol. 5:402.)
And even in its brevity and simplicity, it is “the most glorious vision ever
received by mortal man.” (Bruce R. McConkie: DNTC, Vol 1, p. 195)
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