NEW TESTAMENT LESSON #39
ENDEAVOR TO KEEP THE UNI TY

(Ephesi ans)

One of the major thenmes of the Ephesians is Unity, and in
this epistle, Paul teaches us how to create the oneness
spoken of by the Savior in the Doctrine and Covenants
when he said, "If ye are not one, ye are not mne." (D&C
38:27) Paul tal ks about unity in several ways:

1. Paul teaches that the purpose of the dispensation of
the fullness of tines is to gather all things together in
one

2. Paul teaches the need for unity wthin the church
community because we are all children of the sane Fat her
I n Heaven

3. Apostles and prophets help us maintain unity in the
church

4. Paul teaches unity between husband and wife and
bet ween parents and chil dren.

5. Paul teaches us not to have unity with the w ckedness
of the world

Since it is Conference tine again, perhaps you wl|l
pardon a personal note and a heartfelt observati on about
the unity that conmes from our interaction with the
apost| es and prophets of the Kingdom of God on the earth.

The story begins in Santos, a costal city in the
state of Sao Paul o, Brazil, where | was serving
as a mssionary. | had been struggling for a
couple of weeks with a terrifying inability to
control ny thoughts. | don’t know why it
happened or even how nuch of it was a result of
ny own weakness. | renmenber feeling that | was
not pursuing a course of my own choosing, but
that did not dimnish the pain | suffered wth
the problem | said then and have said since in
di scussing this matter that | was in Hell. I
hated to | eave the apartnent, so great was ny
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fear of what ny mnd would do to ne on the
streets. | fasted and prayed and sought a
bl essi ng fromny conpani on and district, but all
with out discernable results.

During this experience | got a call from the
M ssion President. Elder Spencer W Kinball was
com ng to dedicate a new chapel in Sado Vicente,
which was in nmy Zone. The President indicated
that Elder Kinball would have tinme in the
norning for a Zone Conference wth the
m ssionaries of the Santos Zone and he asked ne
to make the necessary arrangenents. | was to
organi ze the neeting so that Elder Kinball would
have tinme to interview every mssionary and to
speak to them in a conbined session. |  was
jubilant over the prospect. | would explain ny
problem with thoughts to this nenber of the
Quorum of the Twelve. Certainly he would be able
to help ne. | felt such a need for help that |
prepared for the neeting by fasting again,
pl eading with the Lord to enpower his servant to
know how to hel p ne.

| planned the conference carefully. After the
openi ng cer enoni es, El der Ki mbal | coul d
interview the elders while we conducted sone
busi ness and the M ssion President spoke. Then,

when the President was finished and the
I nterviews were conpleted, Elder Kinball could

speak to the Zone. | think we had about 18
Elders in the Santos Zone, so things ought to
have worked out about right. | got the neeting
started and then went to sit with the last row
of Elders in the chapel. The President began
his speech and Elder Kinball began his

interviews with elders on the front row.
Presi dent Hicken spoke for about an hour, and

his assistants also spoke briefly. The elders
being interviewed | eft the chapel and returned,
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one at a tine. Because of where | was sitting,
| would be the last one interviewed. The el der
next to nme had been out for about five m nutes.
It was nearly ny turn. | was praying silently,
my head down, for the Lord to give ne a solution
to ny problens during the interview when | felt

a hand on ny shoul der. | | ooked up. It was
El der Ki nball.
“El der,” he whispered, “I’mout of tinme. | need

to deliver ny nessage and travel to S&o Vicente
for the dedication of the chapel. Wuld it be
all right if | interviewed you the next tinme |
cone to Brazil ?”

My heart felt |like a dishrag—wet, tw sted, wung

out within ne. | needed this interview | had
fasted and prayed in preparation. How coul d
t hi s be happening? And, of course, | smled and
said, “That will be fine, Elder Kinball,” As he
wal ked to the front of the chapel, | | eaned back
wth tears in ny eyes, and cried out “Wiy?” in
ny heart.

Elder Kinball waited for a nonent while an
assi stant finished speaking, and then he gave a
powerful sernmon on controlling thoughts. The

nessage nmay have been a blessing to others, but
| knew, sitting there and listening in wonder
and joy, that it was intended for ne. | |earned
two things that day. | |earned how to control
my thoughts (the approach was not the sanme one
suggested by Elder Packer in conference in
Oct ober 0f1973), but it worked for nme!) and |
| earned that the Lord could respond to ny very
personal needs through the inspired public
utterances of his servants.

That experience, ny friends, has united me nore with the

| eaders of the Church than any other thing that has
happened to ne. It has had an influence on every

Page 3 of 10



conference | have listened to for years. | know that the
Lord can give ne very personal answers in the m dst of
very public discourses from his prophets and seers and
ot her General Authorities.

| . THE DI SPENSATI ON OF THE FULLNESS OF TIMES (Eph. 1:
9, 10)

As an introduction to the thenme of unity, Paul speaks
of the fullness of tinmes. Wat does he indicate w |
be one of the mmjor achievenents of this dispensation?
(Eph. 1:10--gather together in one all things)

What are sonme of the things that are being "gathered
together in one" in our day? Think about such things
as: Scriptures, nenbers of the church, records of the
dead, famlies through the sealing power.

What remarkable thing will this unification of God’s

goodness and grace and gl ory enable us to know? What
will it cause to happen in the lives of the faithful ?
Read the follow ng verses:

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Fat her of glory, may give unto you the spirit
of wi sdom and revelation in the know edge of
hi m The eyes of your understandi ng being

enl i ghtened; that ye may know what is the hope
of his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints, And
what [is] the exceeding greatness of his power
to us-ward who believe, according to the
wor ki ng of his m ghty power, Wi ch he w ought
in Christ, when he raised himfromthe dead,
and set [hin] at his own right hand in the
heavenly [ pl aces], Far above all principality,
and power, and m ght, and dom ni on, and every
name that is nanmed, not only in this world, but
also in that which is to cone . . . (Eph 1:17-
21)
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W read in Mosiah 15:7 that the will of the Son was
“swal | owed up in the will of the Father.” It was as

t hough every desire, every need, every duty, every hope
was subordinated to this overriding conmtnent of the
Savior to his Father. His whole |life was gat hered
together in one in his Father.

In a personal and wonderful way, these verses in

Ephesi ans suggest that our will ought to be swall owed
up in the will of Christ, as his wll is in the Father.
What a | onging we should have to gather all of our

t hi ngs—our famlies and our desires and our love, in
Chri st.

1. JESUS CHRI ST IS OUR CORNERSTONE ( Eph. 2:12-22:
4:1- 16)

Revi ew Eph. 2:11-22; 4:1-6 and identify all the words,
phrases, and ideas that suggest unity and oneness. You
may wi sh to mark these words and phrases and ponder

t hei r nmeani ngs. A few exanpl es of the many possible
answers are: comonweal th, one body, fellowitizens,
fellowheirs, fellowship, with all saints, unity of the
Spirit, one God and Father of all.

What is the main kind of unity Paul is encouraging in
t hese passages? (Unity of those who belong to the
church comunity, i.e., Jew and Gentile, different
nationalities and ethnic backgrounds.)

On this matter of unity in the Church, Joseph Smth
sai d:

It is |ikew se very satisfactory to ny m nd,
that there has been such a good understandi ng
bet ween you, and that the Saints have so
cheerfully hearkened to counsel, and vied wth
each other in this |abor of love, and in the
pronotion of truth and righteousness. This is
as it should be in the Church of Jesus Christ;
unity is strength. How pleasing it is for
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brethren to dwell together in unity!"™ Let the
Saints of the Most Hi gh ever cultivate this
principle, and the nost glorious blessings nust
result, not only to themindividually, but to

t he whol e Church—+he order of the kingdom w ||
be maintained, its officers respected, and its
requi renents readily and cheerfully obeyed.
(Teachi ngs of the Prophet Joseph Smth, p.174)

What poi nt does Paul nake to enphasi ze the inportance
of this kind of unity? (Eph. 3:14-15; 4:6--W are all
one famly, children of the sanme Father in Heaven)

Why is this kind of unity inportant in the church
today? What can we do to pronote this kind of unity?
How does the m ssionary program of the church help
create this kind of unity? How does our work for the
dead help pronmote this kind of unity? What kind of
forces are at work in the church and world that make
the realization of this kind of unity nore difficult?

| had a telemarketer call ne on the phone. The young

| ady had a strong accent. It was so difficult to
under stand her questions about fast food and famly
eating habits. | wondered why the sponsoring

organi zation couldn’t arrange to have people nake calls
who speak nore fluently. | was tenpted again and again
to give up ny efforts to understand and term nate the
call so that I could work on this lesson. But in ny
own ward and Sunday School class | greet wonderful
menbers from I ndia who have an equally thick accent. |
home teach a wonderful famly fromAfrica. | have a
young man from N geria in ny Institute class. AmIl to
give up in ny efforts to understand and care because of
differences as insignificant as | anguage or cul ture.

The great power of this unity is that because of it we
care for each other. | have an longing for the

Cel estial Kingdom but | do not want to go there al one.
| amthinking now of ny famly and the wonderful people
in ny ward and in ny classes. VWich of themwould I be

Page 6 of 10



willing to | eave behind in ny journey to the Holy City?
Are there any of themthat do not belong in Zion? O
course not. None of us wants to | eave anyone behi nd.

VWhat is the unity Paul speaks of in Eph. 4:5?
(doctrinal unity) Differences in doctrine and

ordi nances have divided the Christian comunity into so
many different factions. W have watched on our

t el evi si ons sensel ess sl aughter and carnage born of
religious divergence. W have read of the historical
battl es fought under the banner of a tw sted
Christianity. But Paul speaks of a tinme and a way to
bring us all to a “unity of the faith.”

VWhat does Paul indicate the Lord has provided to enable
us to overcone this tendency to fragnentation? (Eph.
4:11-16)

How nust we respond to these |eaders for the goal of
unity Paul speaks of to be achieved?

What ot her purposes can be net by the guidance of

I nspired nen within the Kingdom of God? What ot her
results will conme to us from hearkening to the counsel
of our |eaders (perfecting, edifying, freedomfromthe
doctrines of nen, becom ng Christlike---Eph 4:12-14)

[11. UNITY BETWEEN HUSBAND AND W FE AND BETWEEN PARENTS
AND CHI LDREN. (Eph. 5:21-33, Eph. 6:1-4)

What is the unity Paul speaks of in Eph. 5:21-33?
(Unity of husband and wife) This is an excell ent
opportunity for your who are married to ask sone

| nportant questions about your relationship with your
spouse. Are you one? Do your children sense and trust
your oneness, your unity? |s your relationship

I ndicative of the beauty of Christ’s relationship with
the church? Do you seek one another’s welfare with the
sane devotion enployed by Christ as he seeks the

wel fare of the Church?
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What does Paul counsel wives to do in order to create
marital unity? What does Paul counsel husbands to do in
order to create marital unity?

What is the unity Paul speaks of in Eph. 6:1-4? (Unity
of parents and chil dren)

VWhat does Paul counsel children to do in order to
create famly unity? What does Paul counsel fathers to
do in order to create famly unity?

How does a parent nurture a child in the Lord? (6:4)
How does a parent adnonish a child in the Lord? (6:4)

Whi ch parent, according to Paul, is nost likely to
provoke a child to wath? (6:4)

V. PUTTING ON THE “NEW MAN’ AND THE “WHOLE ARMOR OF
GOD' (Eph. 4:21-32; 5:1-20)

* What does Paul warn us not to have unity or
"fell owshi p" wth? (Eph. Eph.5:11)

What are exanples of the "works of darkness" Paul
di scusses? (Eph. Eph.2:1-7; Eph.4:17-32; 5:1-20)

What are the dangers of having "fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness?" Wiy is this kind of
fellowship so destructive to the other kinds of unity
spoken of by Paul ?

Si ster Sharon Larson, 2" counselor in the Young Wnen's
Presi dency, spoke of this danger in Cctober Conference,
1999.

Qur faith and commtnent are tested when the
world offers tenpting and enticing alternatives
that can turn our faces fromthe Lord’s

ki ngdom Sonme would like to live in that

eternal city and still keep a “summer hone” in
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Babyl on (Sharon G Larsen, “Agency-A Bl essi ng
and a Burden,” Ensign, Nov. 1999, 12).

Wiy is it so difficult to be confortable in both Zion
and Babyon? How many novies and TV shows have you seen
i n recent nonths that would never be shown in a Zion
soci ety? What happens to soneone who tries to serve
two masters? (Matt. 6:24) Thus the Lord said:

Go ye out from anong the nations, even from
Babyl on, fromthe m dst of w ckedness, which is
spiritual Babylon. (D&C 133:14)

Joshua said, “Choose you this day” (Josh. 24:15) and
Elijah asked, ”How | ong halt ye between two opinions?”
(1Ki ngs 18:21) | suppose that it is inpossible to build
a divided house on one Rock-the rock of Christ. People
who want to live in Zion and Babylon will “stunble and
fall when the storns descend, and the w nds bl ow, and
the rains descend, and beat upon their house.” (D&C
90: 5)

Refusing the enticenent of the world will assist us in
becom ng new people. In order to help us avoid unity
with the world, what counsel does Paul give? (Eph.
6:11-18) There is a great in the world today to put on
the "WHOLE arnmour of God," and to do "All" in order to
avoid unity wwth the world. (Eph 6:11,13)

What does the foll ow ng passage suggest about our need
for this arnour?

For we westle not against flesh and bl ood, but
agai nst principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world,

agai nst spiritual w ckedness in high places
(Ephesi ans 6:12).

These enem es cannot be resisted with a catcher’s mitt

and a sharp stick. Even a high powered rifle and a
sel ection of hand grenades will not protect us. Since

Page 9 of 10



Sat an enconpasses the saints as he makes war with them
see D&C 76:296: 29, and since we do not know all the ways
we can commt sin (see Msiah 4:29), we nust have a
speci al arnor—-the whole arnmor or God. W need to
protect every part of our beings fromthe enticenents
of evil.

CONCLUSI ON: After Al ma organi zed a church anong his
peopl e, he told them

that they should | ook forward with one eye,
havi ng one faith and one baptism having their
hearts knit together in unity and in | ove one
t owar ds anot her (Msiah 18:21).

We do well in this church with our eyes and our faith
and our baptism but we need to do a |lot nore knitting
of hearts with unity and | ove.
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